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30 Hartington Road, 

Southampton S014 OEW 



Petra Software Are Very Proud 

To Present The Following Amazing Double Package, 
The AMOS AGA Extension Authorised By Michael Prince 

And 

AMOS Dialog Procedures written by John R Kinsella 
You probably think that the price of these two programs 
will be far too high for you to afford, but Petra Software 
believe in providing high quality software at a price that 
everybody can afford. 

£10.00 That's right, it costs just £10.00!!!! 

The AMOS AGA extension is now compatable with AMOS 
Professional, so you have no excuse not to buy it!!! 
If you want any further information about Petra 
Software, please give us a call and ask for Joe. 
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SALES: (01736) 331999 - 4 LINES 
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The Amiga 
Dimension 

Should an Amiga magazine cover non- 
Amiga systems? Managing Editor 
Antony Jacobson find there's a bigger 
computing world out there. 

SuperDisks No.69 
and No.70 

Again AUI has voyaged through 
Amigaspace to bring you back the hot- 
test utilities around and a game to make 
you sit up at night locked to your Amiga 
even while a passionate partner waits 

anxious to play other games with you.. 
This month the SuperDisks include a 

sneaky encryption utility, 
painless batch renaming, 
talking requesters, ani- 
mated pointers plus a 
surefire lottery win- 
ning program that will have 
you weeping - with laughter -all the 
way to the bank and lots more of the 
sweetest goodies around. The game? 
The Art of Rocketry, an absolutely stu- 
pendous Thrust clone. Thrust... You 
and your passionate partner will love it! 

NewsFile 

Where the action is hot- 
test and the news the coolest that's 
where Anthony Mael and Martin Witton 
intrepidly venture. There they dig and 
unwrap, investigate and scoop out the 
heart of what's going down and what's 
going on and who's going up and what's 
falling sideways in the hazy, mazey, 
crazy world of what passes for the 
computing industry but is merelya 
simulcrum of what we all find so hard to 
deal with - reality. The result? The 
NewsFile. Read it if you dare! 







Amiga Answers 

If you have a technical 
question, if your Amiga is keeping you 
awake at night and makes you want to 
sneeze, wheeze or buckle at the knees 
see, or rather write to, the Answer 

Doctor. The Amiga Answer Machine 
himself, none other than Andy (Give 
me your set up) Eskelson, the Man 
Who Knows is AUfs answer to a world 
of problems - your problems. Like so 
many others have done, you too can 
ask him to solve them for you. And he 
will. 

Write to Reply 

Do not, you were warned 
in the past, get across the man with 
venom running through the Vennos 
veins. Vicious, viperish violent, even 
voyeurish - but don't tell She Who 
Must Be Obeyed - that was the 
reputation truly earned by our replier 
of readers' writes. Now is he turning 
into a purring pussy? Has the bile 
seeped away? Is the vile, erstwhile 
virile Vennos visibly virtuous? Is it 
victory to the vixen (SWMBO)? Follow 
the great Bud Saga - he's ageing fast 
- as the man in BV's pants answers to 
the universe. 

The PD Stakeout 

While the rest of the Amiga 
world goes short and is on scant rations, 
the PD scene is still rich - in a cheap 
way, if you see what we mean. This 
month, holstering up to ride the PD 
range, it's Sheriffs Michael Rumbelow 
and Mark Blackham staking out AUts 
pages with enough horns woggled 
critters to satisfy a hungry possee of 
saddle sore deputy users. 






A Rather 
Special Drive 

Andy Eskelson goes test driving, 
finds that Panasonic are 
offering a very special 
cdual format drive 
that brings the Amiga 
technology to a new 
stage of speed and 
even perfection. 



He 








Cybervision 64 

"When I'm 64" warbles 
Gary (I'm a right Netter) Fenton 
clutching to his very graphical heart a 
magically alchemical board that turns 
the dross of ordinary computing to the 
colourfully fantastical gold of real art. 
This Test Drive of Phase 5's hot new 
add-on is no everyday affair, Fenton is 
in love. 





Mixing It Up 

You won't be confused by 
Mark Blackham's investigation into 
the the unmixed up world of Mixers. 
You will, as he test drives three that 
will make your ears but not your pocket 
sing, find the world of Amiga sound a 
much clearer place. 

SoundFile 

Mark Blackham (R.I. P.) 
ightfooted and lightheaded dances to 
a different drum. He test drives a 
trend-setting musical production that 
may just get you doing the Chicken 
Run out there on the floor around your 
handbag too. 






Online -The 
Internet Column 

This month the team of MW@AUI, 
Mael Anthony and Witton Martin travel 
further along the Superhighway than 
this magazine or probably anybody 
has ever gone before. Onlining with 
reports of entertainment giant Time 
Warnertrying to scoop up the Internet 
to bookstores giving up hard copy 
and getting netted, they pick up some 

pretty but odd 
galaxial hitch- 
hikers on their 
voyage into 
the modem 
world. 
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Artificial Eyes 

AUI welcomes a com- 
puterised Rembrandt right into the 
throbbing art of the technological 
aesthetic as a talented Amiga user, 
Paul Hamilton, makes an exhibition of 
himself in deepest Devon. 

HARD COPY 

Mastering 
Amiga 
Programming Secrets 

Edmund Dumbill reviews a book that 
could make an expert out of a beginner, 
that's if a beginner were bold enough 
to read it. Who is this expert-creating 
author? None other than AUI's own 
Paul Overaa! 






Programming 
Tips 

More problems can be cured and time 
saved with Paul Overaa's invaluable 
tips on programming than by all the 
sexstarved nurses at University 
College Hospital and all the horologists 
who work for Swatch. 

ARexx Info 

As Paul Overaa has made 
clear on a multitude of occasions, 
ARexx is one of greatest advantages 
that anyone can have in using a 
computer system. Once again he 
provides another tip on just how you 
can make use of this powerfu 
language. 






Inter Activity 

Starstruck Michael (Don't 
Call Me, I'll Call You) Rumbelow goes 
Showbiz.. He interviews a onetime 
Pop star - now an Amiga user of inter- 
national fame - turns kid at a museum 
where the Amiga literally plays a 
leading role and reveals all... Well, 
reveals that 
interactivity, 
Amiga style, is 
taking overthe 
TV channels of 
the world. 
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Entertainment 
Now 

Mark Blackham and Michae 
Rumbelow take up some dangerous 
sports starting, we kid you not, with 
Basejumpers where people leap off 
buildings shouting Bungee or is it 
Banzai? They then adventure forth, or 
fifth, with Bravo Romeo Delta, get 
warlike with Blitzkrieg and White 
Death, speed up with Turbo Trax and 
call out MI5 for Subversion. That's 
entertainment, folks. Or that's what 
Blackham and Rumbelow claim. 



AUI SERVICES 




Subscribe! 

How and why to subscribe 
to the greatest Amiga magazine ever 
- you get a smashing free racing game 
for a start! 

Back Issues 

Despite being desperately 
you crawled down the road, 
coughing and spluttering, to get to 
your local newsagent for a copy of 
AUI. They were sold out. Of course. 
You should have subscribed, shouldn't 
you? You still want that issue? Here it 
is - put aside just for you, and your £5. 






Arena 

The Arena has been 
expanded still further to fit the huge 
number of eager companies wishing 
to show off their stunning products. 
Peruse and choose. 

Advertisers 
Index 

Where you can find those who want 
you to know what you want to buy 
when you need something to help you 
know more about the Amiga.. 



Who Does What 

Managing Editor and Publisher: 
Antony Jacobson 

Editorial Co-ordinators: Mark Blackham; 

Michael Rumberlow 

Editorial Assistant (Technical): Gideon Overhead 

Contributors: Kim Berlei, Edmund Dumbill, 

Andy Eskelson, Gary Fenton, Anthony Mael, 

Paul Overaa, Bud Vennos, David Ward, Martin Witton. 

Design: Graham Baldock/Rico Gusmen 

Advertisement Executives: Charles Cutbill, Nick Martin 
Marketing and Subscription Manager: 
Sarah-Jane Clifford-Jones 
Copyright 
AUI Limited 

Editorial & Advertising: 

Amiga User International 

Unit 2, Utopia Village, 7 Chalcot Road, London NW1 8LX 

Telephone: 0171 586 5606 

Email: amigauser@cix.compulink.co.uk 

Subscriptions Address: AUI Subs. Dept. 
Customer Interlace Ltd, Bradley Pavilions, 
Pear Tree Road, Bradley Stoke, 
Bristol BS1 2 OBQ 
Telephone: 01454 620070 
Fax: 01454 620080 

Published by AUI Limited 

Origination and Colour Reproduction: 
Ford Graphics, Fordingbridge, Hants. 




Windows on 
the Future? 

Antony Jacobson leads the AUI 
readers into unholy ground.. 
PCIand. He investigates the over 
hyped entry of Microsoft's up- 
graded operating system, whizzkid 
Billionaire Gates' aims at world 
domination and the possible ef- 
fects on the Amiga. 
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Into the 
TechnoWorld 2 

Martin Witton ever eager to try 
something new gets you accomp- 
anying his strange desire to expe- 
rience even more of the novel by 
plunging you back into the 
TechnoWorld. In the second and 
final part of this Special Report He 
leads the AUIXeam of Witton Wan- 
derers through the most extraordi- 
nary discoveries of what's hap- 
pening in the next stage in techno 
development. Read, he says, and 
wonder - or does he mean, wander 
- at what they are getting up to with 
YOUR world. 




...And What They 

Used 

Commodore's Amiga 500, 500+, 2000, 3000, 1 200, 
CD32, Almathera's Photogenicsand Parnet, Arnor's 
Protext, ASDG's Art Department Professional 2.5, 
Canon's BJ-20 BubbleJet, Commodore's 1942 and 
1084S monitors, Citizen's Swift 240C, Consultron's 
CrossDOS, Datel's Action Replay MKIII, Digitals 
Wordworth 3.1, Discovery Software's Grabbit, 
Epson's GT9000 flatbed scanner, Electronic Arts 
Deluxe Paint IV, Gold Disk's Professional Page 4, 
GVP's A530 Turbo, GP Software's Directory Opus 
5, HiQ's 1500, John Velduis' VirusChecker, JVC's 
HR-D980 video recorder, Micro-System's Scribble!, 
Macro-System's VLAB, OpalTech's OpalVision, 
Paravision's SX1 , Philips CM8833-II monitor, Supra's 
V32/288 Fax Modems. 

Distributed by COMAG Ltd 



Amiga User International - an independent maga- 
zine for Amiga computer users - is not connected in 
any way with Amiga Technologies. It is published 1 2 
times per year on the first Thursday of the month. 
The publishers do not accept any liability for any 
incorrect statement or errors contained in material 
that may be produced from time to time. 



Printed in the U.K. 
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In this AUI, we have a full scale article on the launch of Microsoft's Windows 
95. Please, no cries of "Shame! This is an Amiga magazine!" This certainly 
is an Amiga magazine but one, if we are to listen to our readers, that is very 
different from all other Amiga magazines. Over the years we have, it seems, 
developed into a publication that leads the way not only in matters Amiga but 
also in informing an intelligent readership of the many and varied aspects of 
computing. And that is true especially of anything, even if it apparently 
outside of the immediate scope of the Amiga that will possibly have an affect 
on us as Amiga users. 

I believe the Amiga will be affected by Windows 95. That's not because 
I think that Microsoft's much hyped upgrade is of high quality or in any way 
is superior to what the Amiga can provide. It is because, for the first time 
perhaps, the general public has been made aware, by a supremely well- 
coordinated and financed marketing operation of a change, or an apparent 
change, in the way the world works that has been brought about by 
computers - PCs. 

Most change of this kind takes place over a period of time and the public 
hardly notices but this introduction of what is only an upgrade has been 
made to seem a world-shaking event. That's why I wrote the story and I hope 
you will find that it covers aspects that might not have been found in the 
super coverage that Windows95 attracted. 

While I don't much care for the Microsoft program or for the PC at all, I 
believe that we have to take notice of what is happening in the real world and 
undoubtedly the real world is very much going to be influenced by the brilliant 
marketing operation that was carried out by Microsoft. That affects us as 
Amiga users because it will cause the Amiga, whether we like it or not, to sink 
into further comparative obscurity. If it remains there depends on the efforts 
and the investment that ESCOM makes in the Amiga. 

One reader in this month's Write to Reply opines that the Amiga is dead. 
We all hope he is wrong but the world is changing more and quickly toward 
the PC. And that will very likely affect the view of ESCOM on the Amiga's 
future. 

I was told by the boss of a multimedia company recently, when I rather 
dismissively said that CD-i was old technology and falling away with the 
competition of Sony, Sega, 3DO and naturally the PC, that the CD-i is 
emerging as a strong contender for the set top market. I seem to have heard 
the same thing about the Amiga from ESCOM just after the takeover. Is the 
set top market really going to be a big market or just a refuge for technologies 
that can't take on the competition at the retail level? It won't do us a lot of good 
if the Amiga is only successful in an anonymous box, will it? 

With £600 million or so being spent on the promotion of Windows 95 by 
the end of this year and ESCOM not even proposing to put the Amiga into 
advertising on TV the odds seem stacked against us. 

However, nothing is forever. It might look like Microsoft and Windows 95 
are all conquering at the moment. Nothing can stop them. They will dominate 
and swallow us all for the foreseeable and the unforeseeable future. That's 
not though the opinion of everyone. The boss of a company called Oracle 
for one. 

Oracle is a company that bases its business on networking of applications, 
especially databases that are used by more than one computer. Oracle's 
view, stated at a conference at which Microsoft's Bill Gates was an 
interested listener too, was that the day of the PC was over. Yes, I'll say that 
again, the day of the PC is over. The PC is dead. 

Now that might be just the slightest of exaggerations but what they 
meant was that the way that electronics is moving is toward on-line type 
solutions. This means that complex software does not have to be held in 
relatively expensive PCs but back at base in the heavyweight servers used 
by on-line suppliers such as CompuServe. The machine used by the home 
or business user can be little more than a, relatively, dumb terminal. And 
such terminals cost much less that the PCs being required to use software 
like Windows 95. 

Bill Gates who also spoke at the conference did not make much of reply 
to this attack on the idea of Microsoft's potential world domination. He seemed 
taken by surprise. It must be awful to believe that you have the world by the 
tail and then to be told that you are only holding onto a piece of mangy fur. 

As I said earlier, nothing is forever. And that goes very much for computing. 
And maybe we will see big changes that we don't expect much sooner than 
we could predict them. And that could be true even for the Amiga as well. 

Antony Jacobson 
Managing Editor 
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VERSION 5. 1 7 NOW 

SNIPPING 

CALL ABOUT UPDATES 

FROM 5.0 AND 4. 



DIRECTORY 

OPUS 5 

Advanced file Management 
Software for all Amp* 

On* the past 6 tears. Direct ort Outs mas become 

ISTAWSMID MS THE MOST POPULAR DIRECT ORT UTILITY OB TBt 

Amiga With nt *f» Opus S, me trapitiop comtipves. 
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► Iaterhal Multitasking allowimg yoo to perform 
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► AmigaCuipe Om-Limf Help 

► Apvancep file type recognition SYSTEM IMCLUPING OS3.X 
Datatype Support 

► Extensive Prag n' Prop' throughout the program 

► Advanced ARexx support 

► Cam even Replace & Enhance Workbench/ 
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£xternal 1Mb Floppy privo 
for all Amiga* 

COMPATIBlt WITH All AM/CAS 
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ENTERPRISE 

peskTop Workstations 
fBr all AmiAAi 

AVAILABLE IK 3 SIZES 

Single Workstation 

ro* A 500/ 600/ 1 200 

Pouble Workstation 
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Pws Ext*a Spel/ £ OHJ.99 
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4 new generation of Professional Accounting software for the Amiga 
Easy Ledger 2 has several keg areas as follows. 



- - General ledger with optional account numbers Post receipts, 
payments and journal entries. Reports Include journals, audit trail trial 
balance t account histories. Cashbooh. Profit C loss Statement. Balance 
Sheet £ Com pang Performance Ratios. Password to maintain privacy 



- Use open Item or balance forward methods. Invoice printing with 
automatic pricing, VAT calculation, discounts C totalling, manual overrides. 
inter hand- written Invoices, credits, receipts t journal at(/ustmenfs Produces 
statements, address labels, sales analysis, aged balance lists, etc. Fully 

in teg/ a fed with tedaer t Inventory 

Purchase - Use open Item balance forward accounting methods Inter 

supplrer invoices, credits, payments £ journal at(justments. Produces 

remittances, address labels, aged balance lists, transaction histories, etc. 

fully integrated with ledger t Inventory. 

Inventory - Stock Control t Price Book. Handles three price scales with auto 

price changing. Entry ofstocktake results £ goods In/out movements, full 

integration with other books Reports include price lists, re-ordering report. 

sales £ valuation, movement history, etc. 

Job Costing - for Estimating £ Quotation Suites u wide range of invoicing 
needs for service industries Invoice tie charges on a job card'. Allows 3? 
staff at different charging rates. Transfers goods directly from Inventory £ 

fully rntegrated with Creditor and ledger. 



FOR A LIMITED PERIOD YOU CAN BUY EASY LEDGERS 2 

AT THIS NEW LOW PRICE (was £199.99) 
ON 4 28 MY TRIAL PERIOO - CALL FOR MORE DETAILS 
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ORDER HOTLINE 

01322-272908 

BETWEEN 9AM AND 6PM, MONDAY TO FRIDAY, TO PAY BY CREDIT 
CARD. TO PAY BY CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER PLEASE RETURN 

THE ORDER FORM BELOW TO - 
WIZARD DEVELOPMENTS, PO BOX 490, DARTFORD, KENT, DAI 2UH 



Order Item 



Price 





SWITCH 



umMmGGCKE 



contact us on INTERNET 

SAL£S@WlZARD-D.DEM0N.C0.UK 



Pnces incJucte VAT & carnage to the UK mainland Please add £5 to your ofdef for EC destinations and £10 tor other 
countries All products are is subject to availability E&OE Advertised pnces & speofvcation may change without nobce 
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This month Gideon (Prince of Diskworld) Overhead provides you with 

another sackful of honey-sweet goodies gathered by this busy 

bee of the all that's best in the Amiga utilities dimension plus a 

smash hit game for your delectation. 
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The Great AUI 

Utilities Disk 

No.l 

CheckSYS 

This is the first of six excellent utili- 
ties from Imdad Shah. CheckSYS 
is a CLI utility which can make 
decisions for the user. It is espe- 
cially useful in installation scripts. It 
can check the status of various 
aspects of your system and can let 
the script proceed depending on 
what it finds. CheckSYS can find 
out if your disk is write protected, if 
you have the right processor, the 
right Kickstart, the right amount of 
memory, plus many more very use- 
ful aids to help you along the way. 
Well done, Imdad Shah/ 



NTSC and PAL 
Mode 

These two programs are crude 
hacks that change your screen 
mode from 50hz PAL to 60Hz 
NTSC. In certain situations your 
machine is faster in 60Hz. The 
NTSC screen size used to be the 
reason why games on PAL always 
had that gap at the bottom of the 
screen. Programmers are cleverer 
these days. 

Use this program at your own 
risk though! But enjoy it! 

Pick 

Pick will select a line from an ASCII 
file and redirect that line to any out- 
put device such as a printer or to 
RAM. You could use this utility to 
choose a picture or sample to play 
at random, but there are many 




other uses. We're sure you'll find 
them. 



Style 



Style is a CLI utility which changes 
the style of text in the CLI. This can 
be done with ASCII codes but who 
can remember what they are? 
Style simplifies it. They used to say 
you've either got or you haven't got 
Style... Now you have. 



Hideit 



Hideit is an exceptional encryption 
program which is used from the 
CLI. It is claimed to be, and we're 
certain anyone who tries to break it 
will find it, extremely powerful. 



DrwSize1.32 

and 
FileSizeV1,2 

These two utilities when run will be 
selectable from the Workbench 
tools menu. The Drawsize util will 
tell you in a window the amount of 
bytes inside a selected drawer. 
FileSize will do the same but with 
files. We use this information at 
AUI and find it very helpful. 
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Nopainrename 

This program is useful if you want 
to rename a large number of files in 
one go. It will appeal to people who 
use something like Lightwave who 
want to convert many files to a dif- 
ferent name. 



SpeakEasy 

This pointless(?) utility is just 
good wholesome fun. Yes. 
sometimes wholesome can be fun! 
All SpeakEasy does is make your 
Workbench requesters speak. 
(Shut up! Shut up!) This will proba- 
bly get quite annoying after a while 
but could be useful, I guess. Can 
anybody think of a use? Speak 
now or forever hold your peace! 
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The Great AUI 

Utilities Disk 

No. 2 



Assigner 



If you are running a program which 
needs a font or a library that is not 
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present in the assigned directory, 
you will have either to copy the 
libraries or fonts into the right direc- 
tories or add an assign. To do this 
you have to open a CLI and it can 
all be a bit of a hassle. The pro- 
gram Assigner makes it a lot easier 
by providing you with a GUI. Now 
wouldn't you rather have a GUI 
than all that trouble? 



A1200HPPatch 

Some A1200s with hard drives 
and no memory expansions occa- 
sionally have trouble booting. 



a little boring. Here is a program 
which allows you make it a little 
more animated. The first is a clock 
with a rotating hand, and the sec- 
ond is a sand clock where the sand 
drops and then turns around. 

Now that's what we call pro- 
gress! We hope you feel the same 
way too about clocks.. 

Realtime 

The meter on your Workbench title 
bar is quite accurate but very slow 
in updating. Realtime updates 
almost instantly. Well, instantly. 



Real 




Apparently this seems to happen 
with some Conner hard drives. 
This patch fixes this problem. Don't 
say we don't try to help evertyone. 

CDROMWB 

This utility allows you to boot 
your Zappo CD Rom drive from 
Workbench. 

Previously the only way to boot 
it was a reset with the mouse but- 
ton held down. As the Zappo, pro- 
duced by the now lamented ZCL 
seems to have been the most suc- 



Timer 



Timer is a very simple utility which 
counts down a specified figure on 
the Workbench. After which time it 
will beep. This is useful for timing 
eggs etc. 

You do boil eggs while using 
your Amiga, don't you? 



MINILottery 

This tiny program will choose your 
lottery numbers for you and display 



Mini Lottery 




These are you nunbers 







cessful CD-Rom drive for the 
Amiga there should be plentry of 
you who can use this utility. 

Sleeping Pointers 

Some people in the AUI office - we 
won't name names for small fee - 
find the sleeping clock pointer is 



them as a requester on your 
Workbench screen. After which 
they can be saved as a text file in 
you RAM disk. You can then print 
them out if you want to. (10% of 
your lottery winnings donated to 
the AUI Fund for Staff Holidays in 
the Bahamas would be appreci- 
ated.) 



AUINOV95C 



The Great AUI 
Games Disk 

The Art of 
Rocketry 

Thrust on! As the actress said to 
the bishop. The Art of Rocketry, a 
fantastically cleverly programmed 
game, should work on most Amiga 
systems. It even runs from floppy 
on an unexpanded A600. That's 
sharp programming, that is. 

The game was developed on a 
bog standard A500 and should 
work on that too. It is similar to 
Thrust on the old C64 but is very 
much more enhanced. It is extraor- 
dinarily smooth, fun and playable. 
The graphics and sound are also 
first rate. 

I do recommend you register 
The Art of Rocketry if you like it 
because not only will you receive 
many more levels, you will also get 
a neat little Tetris game called 
Tritus which is without a doubt the 
best Tetris clone I have ever seen. 
Take your chance and for a few 



Booting from 
floppy 



Both The Art of Rocketry and 
Lottery Pro as well as being 
run from hard drive, can be 
booted from floppy. However, 
you must make sure the disk 
is installed. You can do this in 
one of two ways. If you know 
how to install a disk from 
the CLI then you can do 
that. Alternatively, you can 
insert the freshly completed 
AUJNOV95c/d disk into DFO 
at the installation screen and 
press "I" and return to install 
the disk. The drive light will 
flicker and the disk will now be 
become bootable. Easy 



pounds you can get into something 
outstanding. The payability is top 
notch. 
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The Lottery Pro Disk 

At the moment in Britain is going 
lottery crazy. So it seems are 
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Amiga owners who are creating 
lottery programs, the best of the 
bunch appears on AU/NOV95c. 
Lottery Pro contains 5 different 
ways of choosing 5 random 
numbers. 

The first is the simple 5 random 
numbers instantly generated by 
the computer. 

The second selects a bonus 
number for you. 

The third creates a number of 
lines the screen. They progress up 
the screen, each of them getting 
longer by a random amount. The 
first six to the line are your num- 
bers. 

The fourth way generates 1000 
numbers. For each six numbers 
generated it stores the 1000 num- 
bers in an array then searches 
through the array to find the num- 
ber that came up the most fre- 
quently out of a 1000 random num- 
bers. 

The author won 10 pounds 
using this system! 

The fifth and final way is the 
most fun, but takes the longest to 
complete. You play 5 small games 
and get a number for each. The 
outcome of each game affects the 
number with which you end. The 
author suggests that all winners 
are obliged to Register! (And. of 
course, it's that 10% for AUI 
Bahamian holidays too!) 

Lottery Pro requires 2 megs of 
chip memory both to de-archive 
and run. If you have more than 2 
megs, then you can also run it from 
hard drive, otherwise you'll have to 
run it from floppy. Win! Win! Win! 
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The Great AUI 
Utilities Disk No. 3 

Dolcon14 

If you want to know something 
about an Icon, Dolcon can tell you. 
Its main features are: 

Displaying of icon related val- 
ues: type, default tool, stack size, 
highlight method, position, dimen- 
sions, tooitypes and number of bit- 
planes. 
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Manipulation of the above listed 
values. Copying of stacksize, type, 
position, default tool and icon 
image into an other icon. There are 
many more features not listed 
here. It's a whole budle of delights 
this one. Read the documents for 
more info. You'll be amazed. 



First and foremost we must 
warn you to be VERY careful with 
this program. 

This is a utilitiy which erases 
files so they cannot be recovered. 
(Good for getting rid of those com- 
promising notes from your little 
black book.) It's is also useful if you 
have some sensitive documents 
that you don't want the world to see 
again. Saves you chewing up their 
hard copy, doesn't it? 

The erasing is done by the pro- 
gram writing different data over the 
file and then deleting it. You will 
then just recover garbage if you 
then run an undelete program. Be 
careful but it's something that can 
be very useful - in the right cirum- 
stances. 

There is a story of a drug 
pusher who thought he had 
deleted all the names addresses of 
his contacts from his computer 
when the Fuzz got him. He was 



soon in deep trouble when they 
found that the deletion was only of 
the file name!) 

Gzip1.2.3 

Gzip is another archiving program 
bu a good one. It happens to be 
the Internet standard and there are 
versions on nearly all platforms. 
You probably will never have to use 
this program if the only binary you 
are getting from the Internet is from 
the Aminet collection as that uses 
LHA. However, GZIP is used at 
most FTP sites and has the exten- 
sion "gz". Get on the Super- 
Highway and don't lose your Grip! 

8n1 

8n1 is a replacement driver for the 
standard serial.device. It has been 
specially optimised for use with 
high speed modems such as V34. 
Another development to help you 
along the SuperHighway. 

Uppername 

This is another tiny util which just 
converts a file name to uppercase. 
Yes, that's it! You may find a use 
for it though. 
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HPENV 

On bootup the 
contents of your 
ENVARC direc- 
tory is copied to 
ENV which is 
usually in your 
RAM disk. This takes up precious 
memory. Using HDENV you can 
store the ENV directory on your 
hard drive. Now that's useful! And 
saves that valuable memory for 
other more important purposes. 

MouseCasePrefs 

This utility from Germany allows 
you to load certain programs when 
a particular combination of buttons 
is pressed on the mouse. For 
example, if you are pressing the 
right and left at the same time you 
can get the program to load 
DOpus. The documents are only in 
German at the moment, but the 
program is so easy to use, you 
shouldn't have many problems. If 
you have a problem contact the 
German Embassy in London, we're 
sure they be glad to help if you tell 
them you are an AUI reader. Auf 
Weidersehen... 

Stickit2 

Stickit is an electronic "post it" 
note. The only thing you can't do is 
leave irritating reminders on other 
people's computers, unless you 
install the program that is. And then 
you can annoy anyone you like. 
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uantum exclusively offer 
'VIDI Amiga' Capture Solutions by 



rombo 



These Video Capture solutions 




offer superb performance and 
exceptional value for money. 



Whether casual or professional 
interest in graphics from Video - 
/ou must have a 'VIDI Amiga' 




VIDI Amiga 12 

The world's best selling Amiga digitiser, 
many features including Image Capture, 
Animation and Image Processing. 

Mono Images are captured in real time, 
colour images in less than a second. 

Supporting Amiga resolutions up to 
704x566 in full overscan and all 
AG A & A1200/A4000 modes, 



£69 



O Composite & SVHS inputs! 

Q All colour modes inc. HAM & 256 col! 

O Time Lapse remote image grabbing! 
O Swipe & Play Animation Workstation! 

O Cut & Paste between frames! 
O 15 Image Processing effects! 



Compatible with : A500 - A600 - Al 200 - Al 500 - A2000 - 

A3000 - A4000 - Workbench 1 .3/2.0/3.0 



VIDI Amiga 24 (RT) 

Real Time colour capture from any video 
source. It has even more features than 
Vidi Amiga 12 and the added benefit of 
Image capture from moving video. 

Full AGA chipset support as standard. 



£149 



O Real Time Image Capture! 

O Composite & SVHS inputs! 

O Time Lapse remote image grabbing! 

O Swipe & Play Animation Workstation! 

O File support for BMP, TIFF & PCX! 

O Load & Save 24 Bit ILBM & ANIMS! 



Compatible with : A500 - A600 - A 1200 - A 1500 - A2000 - 

A3000 - A4000 - Workbench 2.0/3.0 



VIDI Amiga 24 (RT) Pro 



Professional or serious user. True colour real 
time image capture from any video source. 

Photorealistic image capture with 24 bit | 
file option to bridge Amiga and PC. 

Improved image enhancement algorithm 
to produce screen and output files of 
the highest quality. 

Full AGA chipset support as standard. 



£249 



Compatible with 



O Real Time Image Capture! 

O Composite & SVHS inputs! 
O 16.7 million colour grabbing! 

O Swipe & Play Animation Workstation! 

O ILBM, ANIM, BMP, TIFF & PCX! 

O Image Processing controls & effects! 

A500 - A600 - A1200 - A1500 - A2000 - 
A3000 - A4000 - Workbench 2.0/3.0 




N.B. Prices include VAT. All Products made in UK. Trade enquiries Welcome. 

Tel: 01506-461917 



uantum 

2b Young Square. Brucefield, Livingston EH54 9BX 
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AUI SuperDisks No.68 & No.69 




INFORMATION 



Additional 

Information 




You can install to any disk except this month's SuperDisks. When prompted, 
insert your spare disk into dfO:. the internal drive. The time taken to install 
a disk varies. 



Hard Drive U 



Now you can install directly to your hard drive. Boot SuperDisk No.69 as 
you do for floppy installation, and select the disk you wish to install. When 
asked whether you wish to install to floppy or hard drive, select 'h\ You will 
be given a list of available devices and the space on them. Bear in mind 
that over 4 and a half Megs of space are required to install the whole set 
of disks. 

The SuperDisks will install an exact copy of the floppy disk. AUINOV95x, 
to a subdirectory of that name. This includes startup-sequences et al. Delete 
any unnecessary files. Note also that the icon information default tool in the 
documents will need changing or the reader 'least' will need copying from 
the c directory in the subdirectory to the c directory on the partition you have 
installed to (not necessarily sys:c directory). 

You cannot install to any path that contains the following letter sequence: 
"df, "pc", "ds", "ram", "cd*\ This is to avoid any confusion with other Amiga 
devices. It is not a good idea to have partitions/directories called this 
anyway. 

Expert Users 



The installation directly to hard drive should mean that manual installation 
would take you longer now. It therefore seems little point detailing this. 
Should you wish to, remember that SuperDisk No.68 is a diskspare disk and 
requires this device to read them and that the commands are stored in 
superdisk69:c/commands.lzx. 



Vim 



Dunng the production of our coverdisks the disks were constantly checked 
for quality. While disks are checked for viruses, it is always safer to virus 
check the disk prior to installation. 



Prior to installation you should check the shutter of the disk to ensure that it has 
not been damaged in transit. This is best done by gently sliding the shutter to 
the left and allowing it to spring back. Please note that AUInor Publisher cannot 
be deemed liable for any problems arising from use of the disk. 

Disk Return 



In the unlikely event your disk is damaged or simply doesn't run, please 
return it to the duplicator. Tib PLc. Tib House. 1 1 Edward Street. Bradford. 
BD4 7BH, (who may be contacted on 01274 736990) together with a 
stamped addressed envelope. Where it is a duplication fault, the postage 
will be returned along with the replacement disk. 




Ring our duplicator's technical support line on 0891 715929 (weekdays 
10.00am • 12.30pm, 1.30pm - 4.40pm). They may be able to offer useful 
advice. Calls are charged at 39p per minute cheap rate and 49p at all other 
times. Please ensure you have the permission of the phone owner before 
making the call. 



A Plea 



We have gone to every effort to make the SuperDisk easy to use and to ensure 
that all the programs work on as many systems as possible. 

We regret that we cannot take any telephone calls concerning SuperDisk 
problems. They are just too time consuming and then we wouldn't have time to 
put the next SuperDisk together for you. 

If you do have a problem, try the docs again and refer to your manual, should 
you need to move any libraries or assign any programs. If you are truly stuck, 
please write to Amiga Answers. 



Much Gratitude to Jimbob, the supportive Sysop of the excellent Waltons' 
Mountain BBS. on 0181 891 5730. Faulty Towers shouldn't be omitted, 
available on 01235 5351 1 3. If you want to be truly international, then check out 
the splendid American BBS Smorgasboard, on 205 745 3989. 



Readers' Contributions 

AUI's SuperDisks are crammed with the cream of Amiga crop. Many of the 
programs are created especially for us and released into the Public Domain through 
AUI. Its you the reader that makes it possible for AUI\o continue to share top quality 
software with tens of thousands of avid Amiga users. 

If you have a masterpiece that you think can cut it with the best, send it to: 
SuperDisk Contributions. Amiga User International Magazine. Unit 2, Utopia 
Village. 7 Chalcot Road. London NW1 8LX. Alternatively, you can send your 
programs uuencoded by email to amigauser@cix.compulink.co.uk. 

It's best for us if you don't use Powerpacker. because we use LZX to archive, 
which is far more efficient. It will also help if you tell us which libraries or fonts your 
program requires, keeping them to a minimum if possible. So. if you're sending 
an AMOS program for example, try to avoid the need to have the AMOS library 
separately. These guidelines make life jolly for everyone. 

Happy compiling! 



Just a brief reminder that some of the programs on our Coverdisk are Shareware. This 
means that you can try them out. but if you regularly use them you should send a 
registration fee to the author. Registration fees are between £5 and £20 and 
sometimes the author will send you the latest version in return. You can send an 
International Money Order, or preferably a cheque but many authors don't accept 
cheques if they are outside the UK. If you want to risk sending cash in a registered 
post, it's up to you. We wouldn't advise it but it's your money. , 

Note that some of the authors don't want anything more than a postcard 
from you so they can see how far their programs have travelled. So. why not 
make their day. After all. they made yours. 



Compatibility 



These SuperDisks are WorkBench 2 and above only and require one Meg of Chip 
RAM or more. We deem this to be the minimum spec Amiga used nowadays. That 
doesn't mean that we aren't aware of users with 1 .3 Amigas. The reason is simply 
that most new programs, certainly those developed by PD programmers, require 
WorkBench 2 and because it allows us to give about a further 300-400K of data. 
Getting over four Megs onto two disks isn't possible with OFS disks and 
decrunching them would require more floppy disks on your part. WorkBench 2 
gives much more than a new WorkBench disk, it powers up your Amiga, radically 
renovating your Operating System. The only option for 1 ,3 users is to upgrade. 
The cost is negligible (c.£50). and is more than worth it for the wealth of new 
programs on offer and for the money you'll save on floppy disks! 

All the programs on these disks work on an A 1 200 and most on an Amiga 500+. 
The best way to check is to read the docs and try the game. Should you require 
additional libranes tor the program, they should be enclosed in the program 
directory and you need to copy them to your libs:directory on your WorkBench disk. 

Read your WorkBench manual for instructions on doing this. 

Should it all go horribly wrong, please WRITE to Amiga Answers at the 
address shown in the Answers section. DO NOT RING! We cannot answer 
queries over the 'phone. Sorry. 



Documentation 

All the plain documents can be read simply by double clicking on their icons. The 
text will scroll, use the mouse to control it and press Escape to quit. If the docs 
are in AmigaGuide format, you'll need a computer that can read AmigaGuide files 
in order to read them without all the nodes showing. 

The docs can also be loaded into any Word Processor that reads ASCII, 
which is just about all of them. 
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it's Back... 



Like a plioemx rising from the ashes, the 
Amiga emerges - reborn under the Eseom 
banner. HiSoft has been there alt along, 
crafting the best products for the best 
home computer and toe haiv many more 
exciting titles waiting in the wings..- 
trust HiSoft for brilliant packages, keen 
prices and excellent sewice. 





Amiga Zip Tools 

exclusively from HiSoft 

Zip drives from HiSoft include everything 
you need to get going on a SCSI-aware 
Amiga: the Zip 100 drive, a 100Mb cartridge, 
all necessary leads and a complete set of 
software, programmed by HiSoft, including: 

• Easy access dmvrs • Temporary unproteet 

• Jfesstivrrf protect • Cartridge initialisation 

• Write protection • Cartridge eject 



The Best-Value 
Hard 



If vou want a SCSI hard drive then HI 

w 

has the one to suit your needs; wliefl 
you are looking for an internal dum 
your tower case, A3000/A4000 etvi fjf 
external 1Gb beast-ot-a-drive j^Jyty 
SCSI-aware Ami;;,! wedn ^JpF ; \A^fc 

Based on only the ruJ^stcJfb 
mechanisms from top supwftr 
manufacture - ■:■.. our hard dff\ i.-s 

are fully tested lorSiII Amjfc>:ompuVrs 
and come with cur ownftddiliona 1 
warranty and UvhnicJjjjR^^ J 

Sctf Hard Drives 

420Mb in*ui A7° 850MWntcrJl £2 

420Mb qfc.rrul £249 S50Mb .i mJ i 

730MMnt<nui £239 1Gb Int.-* .i 

730Mf t»tfnul £2M 1Gb n 



A brand-new SCSI peripheral, the 
Zip" may well revolutionise the 
storage industry. 

This newest, most portable 
exchangeable hard disk drive 
weighs in at just lib, has fast 
transfer and access times (up to 
IMb/s transfer, 28ms seek), easily 
fits in your hand, your bag or your 
briefcase, stores up to 100Mb on 
floppy-sized disks, is perfect for all 
types of application and is priced at 
a level that will make vou want to 
unzip your wallet immediately! 

Price inc 100Mb cartridge, extra 
100Mb cartridges £15.95 or less! 

Order your Zip drive now fo 
avoid disappointment'. 
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32 and CDT\' emulation software so 
fat you can all those games and otljtm 
ties such as Video Creator 

The great-looking Aiwa ACD-M ^^^ 
CD-ROM drn.% a fast, double-speed 
•ROM with pill Si "! specification plus 
:!roll fe Upfront so that 
you can play music CDs directl 
LCD panel. 

together, at a 
ull 1 vearwarrai 
rt from HiSoft. 






Super-Valve 
CD-ROM Pack 



HiSoft has ; >nv it again with a 
brilliant mimiinedia pack of 
Sojupef SCSI interface, Aiwa 
ACD-M CD-ROM and the 
AlmaOu'ra 10-on-10 packed CDs!. 

Just look, it what you get: 

• The amazi\. ircna^tihig Squirrel 
SCSI interfaw which inTtyos up to 7 
pcripterals<haiddm-e,G~*-XOM 
Zip, scannei ett) trJP 
daisy-chained t tW^ 

The Almathera 10-on-ImackofCDs; thisis 
10 CDs including tlitMam Yankee game 
2DO0 clip-art imihxs, the Illustrated Worte 
Shakespeare <i Comms, Internet & 
K^WJtmJty Atlas, 

jooos tffomSBjUtt* /***» ni "' n, y iVlfi 

much, much mb\' 

Last chance to buy*1he 
uper-Value CP-ROM pack - 
offer ends3?Pcfob(M J995 






Order Hotline 



Disk Magic 



£39.95 




\ewly released. Disk Magic (screenshot on the left), is 
the ultimiate file and disk management utility for your 
Amiga. DiskMAGIC makes every task you perform - 
from the copying of a file, to the extraction of an 
archived file, as simple as a clicking on a button! In fact, 
after using DiskMAGIC, you'll wonder how you ever 
used you Amiga without it! 

DiskMAGIC is exceptionally configurable, with the 
ability to alter window layout, file types, action buttons, 
fonts, screen mode, archive handling, viewers and more. 

DiskMAGIC is compatible with all Amigas running WB2 
(or higher) and with 1.5MB or more of free memory. 

2 Database £99.95 

Twist 2 is the highly-acclaimed relational 
database for all VVB2 Amigas (2Mb memory 
recommended). With built-in Forms 
Designer, a beautiful user interface, 
simple-to-use relations, versatile sorting, 
reporting and searching features and speed 
that defies belief. Twist 2 is the only Amiga 
database that will grow with you. 

Twist 2 is compatible with all Amiga running 
WB2 (or higher) and with 2MB, or more, of 
free RAM. A hard disk is recommended. 





As music experts (all sampler products are -»-» — -»_ 
our own design, built and programmed in *99«95 
;he UK), you can trust HiSoft to deliver the 
right package for you; a professional Midi 
interface (ProMidi £2195), a great-value, 
8-bit direct-to-disk sampler (Megalosound 
^4.95) or a superb quality 12. 1 6-bit stereo, 
Jirect-to-disk PCMCIA unit (Aura), both 
samplers have superb real-time effects. 




Termite 



£39.95 






Afraid of becoming a hedgehog on the v 

Information Super Highway? Don't worry' 
Termite is so easy to use that even a first time 
telecommunicator will feel at home. 

Termite is 100% WB2 Style Guide compliant and provides 
you with all of the modern user interface features to 
really enjoy playing in the highway! 

Termite supports both the Amiga XPR and XEM libraries 
as well as having its own internal ZModem. Termite is 
compatible with all Amigas running VVB2 (or higher) with 
1MB or more of free memory and all modems. 




C/nema4D 



£199.95 



An exciting new package, due for release in September at 
the amazingly-low price of only £199.95, Cinema4D is set to 
revolutionise the 3D-rendering and animation market. 

Cinema4D provides an easy-to-use multi-tasking editor; 
replete with every conceivable option including 
multi-window editing, interactive modelling, direct 
modelling in 3D, basic and complex primitives, easy object 
manipulation, hierarchies, an optimised FPU CPU version 
and much more! 

Cinema4D also includes a comprehensive file conversion 
utility to allow full import of your current objects. 



(D 0500 223660 HlO®lt 



To order any of the products shown on this page 
(Ot any other HiSoft title) - just call us, free of 
charge, on 0500 223660, armed with your credit 
or debit card; we will normally despatch within 
4 working days (£4 P&P) or, for only £6 within 
the UK, by guaranteed next day delivery (for 
goods in stock). Alternatively, you can send us a 
cheque or postal orders, made out to HiSoft. All 
prices include VAT. Export orders: please call or 
fax to confirm pricing and postage costs. 
€1995 HiSoft. E&OE. 



SYSTEMS 

The Old School, Greenfield 
Bedford MK45 5DE UK 

Tel: +44 (0) 1525 718181 
Fax: +44 (0) 1525 713716 



All prices include UK 

VAT'." 17.5% 



Zip is a trademark 
of Iomega Inc 
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Inspired by 
the Amiga 




When film director, Chaim Bianco, set out to make his first movie, he was 
equipped only with a small amount of capital and his trusty Amiga 
computer. The result was an award winning film, The Pope of Utah, which went 
on to inspire others and has since pioneered the use of Amigas in lower 
budgeted film making. 

Set in the power mad universe of the near future, The Pope of Utah is said 
to be a darkly satirical comedy about the not so holy excesses of TV evangelism. 

In what they claim is 'an exceptionally slick piece of film-making for the 21 st 
century', the film is mainly set in a TV station where programming and 
transmission are computerised and the images and sound are digitally 
manipulated by the devious station censor. 

The film was produced entirely on location in Philadelphia on a tight budget. 
Using a radical mix of film and video techniques along with superb computer 
graphics, Bianco claims he managed to create some very sophisticated and 
futuristic effects. Critics at the Chicago Film Festival obviously thought so, as 
they awarded The Pope of Utah The Best Feature Award". 

You can judge for yourself, as the film has now been released on the new 
Screen Edge video label, price £1 2.99 or it can be rented from High Street video 
shops. 

Contact: Screen Edge, 28/30 The Square. St. Annes on the Sea. FY8 1RF. 
Tel: 01253 712453. 



Migraph relaunched 



Has your~Amiga read any good 
books lately? Golden Image is 
relaunching the Migraph Multi-Pass 
OCR (price £49.95) which, together 
with a scanner will turn scanned 
IMG and TIFF documents into 
editable ASCII text files ready for 
export into most word processing 
and DTP programs. 

Migraph OCR uses Omnifont 
technology to recognise a wide range 
of typefaces and point sizes. Special 
characters such as Greek characters 
and maths symbols can be absorbed 
and saved for automatic recognition. 
The Lexicons (linguistic database) 
enables the OCR software to make 
decisions of its own regarding 
questionable characters resulting in 
fewererrors, quick processingand less 
time spent on training according to the 



company. Multipage documents can 
be processed with common typesets 
and point sizes. 

The Multi-Pass version (V.1.52) 
OCR is for hand scanner owners. The 
user can make up to three consecutive 
scans with all the scans appearing on 
one 'page*. They then put a clip box 
around each text area and process. 
This way there is only one processing 
time instead of three. 

The system requirements for any 
Amiga are 4Mb RAM and a hard disk. 
There is also a standard version 
available price £35.00 and system 
upgrades for current users of Migraph 
OCR. 

Contact: Golden Image. Unit 65 
Hallmark Trading Estate, 
Fourth Way, Wembley, HA9 OLB. 
Tel: 0181 900 9291. 



What's on 
where 

For those of you who have the time, 
the Consumer Electronics Show 
is always worth a visit. Here's list of 
forthcoming events. Martin Witton is 
happy to accompany anyone paying 
the fare, claiming to speak the 
language used in the USA. probably 
not true...) 



1996 International Winter Consumer 

Electronics Show 

January 5-8. 1996 

Las Vegas Convention Center & 

Pavillions 

Las Vegas Hilton 

Sahara Hotel, The Mirage, Las 

Vegas, Nevada, USA. 

CES Orlando'96 • The Digital 
Destination 

May 23-25. 1996 

Orange County Convention Center, 

Orlando, Florida, USA. 

CES Habitech 96 

May 23-25. 1996 

Orange County Convention Center, 

Orlando, Florida. USA 

CES Speciality Audio & Home 
Theater 

May 23-25. 1996 

Orange County Convention Center. 

Orlando. Florida, USA. 

Contact: The Electronic 
Industries Association's 
Consumer Electronics Group 
(EIAXCEG), 1101 14th Street, N.W., 
Suite 900, Washington. D.C., 
20005 5601. Tel: 202 371 0700. 



Win a 
Million 
Dollars 

Software publisher, Sirius 
Publishing Inc., known for its 
5ft10ins. of CD-ROMs, has set up a 
new division and initial CD-ROM title 
which offers users the chance to win a 
million-dollar cash prize. 

The new division, called Sirius 
Entertainment, will sell 'Treasure 
Quest' as its first CD-ROM project and 
'will offer consumers an entirely new 
experience in interactive multimedia 
entertainment', according to CEO 
Richard Grant. 

The prize of S1 million will go lothe 
first player who successfully soves 
the clues and unravels the mystery 
behind Treasure Quest' 
Contact: Sirius Publishing 
Tel: 001 602 9513288. 



Applications ore voracious little creatures. 

Satisfy them with the EZ-135. 



MORE MEGABYTES! MORE SPEED! MORE SECURITY! THE EZ-135 IS HERE! 



Forget about deleting storage-hungry applications or 
juggling drive space, with the new EZ- 1 35 Drive from 
SyQuest, you'll have all the storage you could ever 
need. Each removable cartridge holds 135 megabytes 
of information - that's about 1 00 times more than the 
average floppy. So transporting large files is a snap. 
And unlike other removable cartridge systems, the 
SyQuest EZ- 1 35 Drive offers true hard drive 
performance - the same level of performance that 



made SyQuest the world leader and choice of 
professionals. But perhaps best of all, the EZ- 1 35 Drive 
costs less per megabyte than any other comparable 
system, making it the best value around. So treat 
yourself to a system you can grow into, rather than 
out of. Get the EZ- 1 35 Drive today! For more 
information, visit your local dealer. Or call us at 

©0990-1 1-55-65 








35 MBs PER 

CARTRIDGE 



• 1 3.5 msec 
ACCESS TIME 

•2 YEAR 
WARRANTY 

•DRIVE VERSIONS 

Internal IDE/ATA 

External SCSI II 

Enhanced Parallelport 





Virtual Karting 

Gradually the games people are reviving the once huge Amiga games 
market. A previously to us unknown group called OTM has told AUI that 
they are about to launch Virtual Karting which, if it lives up to the reports is going 
to be something of a sensation. 

Virtual Karting has been programmed in HLA - High Level Assembly. This 
is. by all accounts, an extremely powerful and flexible programming language 
which has never been commercially released. Apparently Virtual Karting would 
not be faster even had it been written in 100% pure Assembly. 

Martin Lown of OTM told AUI There is a reason why I love fast games - at 
least 25 frames per second: the playability. I don't like games that look pretty but 
are slow. The action is the most important thing in a driving game, so I gave 
priority to this aspect. Virtual Karting has great detail too but the speed of the 
game is something amazing. It means real action and playability." 

Virtual Karting has not only three tracks and two karts to study and drive but 
also four different heights of view in 3D mode and a 2D game as well. 

The background isn't scrolled, Martin Lown pointed out, as in almost every 
game for the Amiga and PC, it is texture mapped, so looking like the effect given 
by a video camera. 

Virtual Karting is programmed to run at 25fps on an unexpanded 1200 but 
can reach 50fps if there is a small accelerator using fast RAM aboard. 

It must be encouraging to Amiga Technologies to find that there are still 
games developers making technical advances on the Amiga like those that it 
seems Virtual Karting incorporates. We wait with considerable anticipation for 
the final version to reach us and to see if it lives up to the claims for it. 



Optonica 

Cuts the 

Costs 

Optonica have reduced the price 
of lnsight:Technology to £19.95 
for all Amiga CD systems, to bring 
Insight Technology in line with Insight: 
Dinosaurs. Insight Technology ex- 
plores hundreds of subjects from the 
ball point pen to the space shuttle, 
explaining how things work using ani- 
mation, video, voice overs, pictures, 
sound effects and text. 

Simpatica 2 + VTL has been re- 
duced from £350.00 to £199.95. The 
renowned package allows the render- 
ing of 24-bit and Amiga graphics to 
video tape. Using the supplied hard- 
ware to control professional video 
decks, full 25 frames per second play- 
back is now available. For all Amigas 
with 2Mb RAM minimum. 

Info Nexus has been upgraded 
with the release of InfoNexus 2. Price 
£29.95 for all Amigas with 1 Meg plus. 
This file management system now 
includes functions such as drag and 
drop file copying, iconic representa- 
tion of files and visual image cata- 
logue as well as including the previ- 
ously separate product DataNexus. 

Datanexus is a fully featured flat 
file database with built in multimedia 
support for images, samples, music 
files and CDXL video. 
Contact: Optonica, 
Tel: 01455 558282. 



Price Wars 



Amiga Technologies must be 
watching with interest as 
competition heats up in the home 
market for computers - sorry, games 
machines, but of course, computers 
too. With the price for the Amiga 1 200 
set disturbingly high at £399, it could 
be worrying for Amiga Technologies 
to find that Goldstar has reduced the 
price of its 3DO player to £299.00 
from £349.00. 

The announcement came shortly 
after Goldstar's rivals, Panasonic also 
dropped the price of their 3DO, from 
£399.00 to £299. However, the 
Goldstar GPA101M (don't you just 
love those trippy little titles ... "Could 
I have a GPA hundred and one M 
three dee oh please"!) had only been 
released for six months before the 
new price was announced. 

Keiron Sumner, ex-Commodore 
multimedia top honcho who has now 
switched to Goldstar and their 3DO. 
brushed off any suggestion that the 



Money for old 
printer cartridges 

Users of inkjet printers are being urged to help protect the environment and 
make money at the same time by recycling their printer cartridges. 

The appeal has been made by printer consumables firm AFIC, who are 
concerned that firms throw away used cartridges causing pollution. 

The company has developed what they claim to be a revolutionary new 
process for large-scale recycling of inkjet printer cartridges, but it cannot get 
hold of enough used cartridges! Hence the offer of an exchange system of a new 
for old cartridges. If that isn't tempting enough, the company will buy the empties 
or give gift vouchers. 

AFIC, which has set up a dedicated factory to undertake the work, claims to 
be the first UK company to offer large-scale refilling of inkjet printer cartridges. 
The recycled cartridges are then sold as a competitively-priced high quality 
alternative to new cartridges. 

Contact: Applied Film Industries Company. 28 Ashburton Grove. 
London N7 7AA. Tel: Freephone 0500 700469. 



Quotes of the Month 

"Whereas the dominant industries of the 19th and 20th centuries 
depended on materials and industry, science and technology, 
the industries of the 21st century will depend increasingly on 
the generation of knowledge through creativity matched with 
systems of rigorous control". 

From 'The Creative City' by Charles Landry & Franco Bianchini. 
Rigorous control"? We don't think the authors really mean 
how that sounds. Otherwise they would appear to be advocating 
a totalitarian system. If the controlling systems are computing 
ones and then they are right, as has been realised for some years, 
knowledge based systems are the way to nurture growth in the 
developed countries which are, as the UK, rich in creativity. All we 
need is a government and a society that understands that they 
can't live in the past where dirty, heavy industry depended on 
cheap and largely low skilled labour. The future should be, like 
Amiga users, clean and beautifully knowledgable, don't you agree? 



decrease was caused by lack of public 
interest saying "Our commitment to 
the development of 3DO as the premier 
gaming platform means that we want 
the system to be used by as many 
existing and potential gamers as 
possible. With the new, lower price we 
are aiming to draw in a bigger and 
more broadly based audience". 

Goldstar is also to repackage its 
3DO player and offer new software 
bundles as part of a stores based 
marketing push. Keiron Sumner, told 
AUI "We won't have a new product 
name but we are looking at different 
pack names, depending on what 
software is bundled with the player. It's 
an idea which worked well for the 
Amiga. Now we publish our own 
software, it puts us in a good position 
to off er different bundles". The Goldstar 
3DO is currently bundled with EA's 
Fifa Soccer International. 

Sounds like a move, the cutting of 
a price down to £299, with which Kieron 
Sumner must have been familiar from 
his experience with the Amiga, which 
was selling at that price before 
Commodore bit the dust. No doubt his 
ex-colleagues at Amiga Technologies 
wish they could do the same and repeat 
theirown past price cutting. But Escom 
pays the piper and calls the Amiga 
tune. 



Key 
Price? 

Microsoft has come up with four 
key price points for consumer 
products, following six months' costly 
market research and price trials in 
selected stores. 

£19.99. £29.99, £39.99 and 
£49.99 are the favoured prices, 
although Microsoft see £29.99 as the 
big one. £29.99? Well, now who 
would have thought that out without 
expensive research? 

Putting their money where their 
mouth has been dribbling, the Bill 
Gates Mob has started with a price 
reduction for CD software products 
Wine Guide and Dinosaurs to £29.99 
from £39.00 and £44.00 respectively. 

Paul Toltett, Microsoft UK con- 
sumer business manager said "Our 
calculations show we will achieve sig- 
nificantly higher volumes at these 
prices." Now you have to be a really 
f arseeing company with lots of cash to 
calculate that, don't you think? 

By the way, Optonica's Dinosaurs 
has just come down to £19.99. We'd 
better ask them if they spent millions 
on research before making that cut in 
price. 
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Sharp lines, 

perfect curves, 

brilliant graphics. 

But you should 

see it when it's 

switched on. 
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After you've admired the new Samsung SyncMaster GLi series' finer features, switch it on and admire some more. It has 00C 
Plug and Play so you can use it the moment you plug it in. Dynamic Focus System for high resolution graphics and an EPA 
energy star PowerSave system for cheaper running costs There are four monitors in the range, high and low end in both 15' 
and 17' screens, each one being compatible with both PC and Macintosh hardware. And because you'll spend hours staring at 
it there's a unique screen coating to prevent eye fatigue. The Samsung SyncMaster GLi series. It's as 
sophisticated on the inside as it is on the outside. For more information call Freephone 0800 454 352. 



SAMSUN 
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Tandy Kicks 

The Console 

Habit 



Another sign of the fall of the 
consoles and the rise of the PC is 
that Tandy, who have more than 200 
shops in the UK and thousands in the 
USA, is pulling out of the console 
software market and ploughing its 
efforts into multimedia PCs instead. 
Richard Hogarth, merchandising 
director at Tandy, told A(7/that "There 
is far too much instability in the games 
market and the margins are not good 
enough any more. Tandy is moving 
out of software in a serious way". 

But Tandy is also concerned about 
Escom's charge into the High Street 
where Tandy's stores have always 
had a strong presence. Tandy is 
considering selling unbadged PCs in 
response to Escom's cut price 
strategy. 

Rumbelow's always looked poor 
competition for the more technically- 
oriented Tandy shops, and Tandy 
appeared to have better trained and 
more knowledgable staff too. But 
Escom. with their concentration just 
on PCs. are altogether a different 
proposition and Tandy must already 
be feeling the fight is getting more 
vicious. Carrying on the ever less 
popular console line of business must 
have seemed a dead end out of which 
they have been wise 10 escape. 

Tandy used to sell Amigas. Will 
they do it again if the Amiga gets into 
the Escom shops? 



Home 
rules 



IBM Goes Soft 

IBM is to set up a con- 
sumer software operation 
in the UK, with the em- 
phasis on driving down 
prices to achieve mass 
market sales. (£29.99? 
£19.99? Even £9.99? 
IBM, you need some re- 
search!) 

The new operation 
will bring out more than 
20 CD-ROM titles, some 
home grown and some 
licenced from other de- 
velopers, from its Multi- 
media Studio. The first 
title will be Hyperman. an 
animated children's sci- 
ence edutainment title 
bundled with IBM's new 
Aptiva PCs. 

Four more titles are 
planned up to Christmas, 
including Kid Riffs, a 

music program, we SUp- IBM goes hyper in search of the home market. 

pose. The titles are currently for the PC but. believe it or not. also coming out for 
the Mac too. Now isn't that interesting IBM producing for the MAC? Even more 
interesting, IBM is looking at Sony's Playstation and Sega's Saturn to see if they 
sell sufficient numbers to justify porting the titles. 

Years ago. IBM so dominated the hardware market they seemed invincible. 
Now, Microsoft appear to have the same dominance in software. Could we see 
the once-great hardware company IBM return to fight it out on the software scene? 




CD Consoles to 

Slump 



Market research company, Data- 
monitor are warning CD-con- 
sole developers, that's 3DO, Sony. 
Sega etc., to change their software 
strategies if they are to avoid a slump 
in sales. According to their latest re- 
port, sales will peak in 1998 at just 
under 9.5 million, but by then the 
growth rate in installed base will have 
dropped to a meagre 7% from a high 
of 87% this year. 

Datamonitor predict that the likes 
of Sony, Sega and 3DO will not ap- 
peal to 25 year olds unless the soft- 
ware changes to meet the tastes of 
that age group and what it demands. 

The main competition to the CD 
consoles is expected to come from 
the more powerful PCs and the growth 
of on-line interactive entertainment 
services. 



Yes, it seems from research like 
this, there is a time when computer 
games playing fanatics grow up. It will 
happen, believe it or not, even to 
those of the Sega/Nintendo genera- 
tion. 

Perhaps one sign of this decline, 
especially in the cartridge market, is 
that Nintendo has decided to slash its 
cost and close down its current UK 
HQ, with the loss of over 140 jobs. 

The Nintendo UK subsidiary is 
being replaced by a new exclusive 
distribution partner THE, and a small 
management office in London. Offices 
and warehouse facilities in Fareham 
and Eastleigh will be closed too. Cur- 
rently Nintendo UK employs around 
1 60. The new London office is likely to 
employ less than a dozen people. Oh. 
how the (games) mighty are fallen... 



atest research from Apple has shown that a multimedia computer is 
— the number one hi-tech consumer item that the public in the UK 
aspires to owning, above video cameras, 3D TVs and mobile phones. 

In addition, respondents believed that the computer would be far and 
away the most important item in the home by 2005. 

Yes, but will these electronic marvels do the washing up by then? We 
have heard that the new RISC-based Amiga should support Bold Automatic. 
We are not so sure about the other advantages it will have though. 



Amiga 

Flight of 

the Amazon 

Queen 

Welcome news for Amiga Tech- 
nologies as they struggle to get 
the Amiga back into the spotlight. The 
helpful Deidre Murphy of Warner In- 
teractive, part of entertainment gi- 
ant. Time Warner, has told AUI about 
the upcoming release of a graphic 
adventure "Flight of the Amazon 
Queen" on the Amiga. 

Flight of the Amazon Queen has 
been created by Interactive Binary 
Illusions - don't you just fall amazed by 
the names they give themselves in the 
games world? - and released under 
the auspices of famed developers 
Renegade. 

With over 100 different locations 
and 40 characters. Deidre "I just love 
being hot and sticky in the jungle" 
Murphy insists that Flight of the Ama- 
zon Queen does not refer to her own 
exciting personal life but points out that 
it creates *'a new dimension in software 
entertainment". But then probably so 
does she when, in her dugout canoe, 
she glides downriver in black lace. But 
that is another adventure story.. 

Set in 1 949. 'Flight* is a humorous 
graphic adventure, surprise, surprise, 
enacted in the Amazon jungle and is 
said to be an irreverent pastiche of the 
adventure serials that were popular in 
the 1 940's" - a time which, of course, 
you, but not we, remember well. 

Following the adventures of pilot 
for hire Joe King - Joking, geddit? - It 
makes use of a panoramic map screen 
which displays the entire Amazon val- 
ley across a smoothly scrolling double 
width screen. The story progresses 
through the use of full screen cutaway 
sequences. 

Joe encounters a number of "inter- 
esting" people including "overzealous 
missionaries", who no doubt explain 
their energetic position to him and a 
race of Amazon women and their beau- 
tiful princess who, it is rumoured, is 
named Deidre. They also meet up, as 
one does, with a pygmy tribe who are, 
we kid you not. 6 feet tall. Unusual 
pygmies about these days... 

Flight of the Amazon Queen is, 
you'll be glad to know, hard drive 
installable. Well done. Warner. Ren- 
egade, Interactive Binary Illusions, the 
6 foot pygmy tribe and, especially, 
Princess Deirdre for supporting the 
Amiga with games that sound as if 
they might very well be worth playing. 
Our favourite computer can use as 
many as it can get. 
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CD It Yourself 

Sony is trying to create a mass market for recordable CD-ROM with the 
launch of two low, or rather lower, cost CD-Recordable drives. According 
to the company, these will make it easier and cheaper for users to record their 

own CDs. 

Sales of CD-recordable drives are taking off, say Sony, and the two drives 
are intended for the consumer end of the market. But Sony expect they will also 
appeal to companies and public sector organisations for data archiving and 
hardware back up. and for developing training disks. CD-ROM publishing and 
database applications. Not only an individual's data but also shared code and 
networked databases can be stored by CD-recordable drives. But. of course, 
they will not be used for pirating software. Of course not! Who could think of such 
a thing? 



True Quad? 



Although other companies have 
introduced quad speed and even 
six speed CD-ROM drives, in most 
cases they have achieved this merely 
by increasing the rate at which the 
disc revolves by using a more powerful 
motor. At least, that's what Sony are 
saying.. 

Although increasing the disc 
revolution speed allows higher data 
transfer rates from the CD to the central 
processing unit, Sony say it can disrupt 
the computer's CPU by dumping over 
too much information at once. 

So Sony, ever willing to solve the 
technical problems of our world - yes, 
of course we did need another computer 
without a keyboard called, to emphasise 



the seriousness with which computing 
should be taken, the Playstation • have 
done the right thing and come up with 
some new CD-ROM drives. 

The new Sony drives aim to avoid 
the too much data problem by having 
their own built-in intelligence to take 
over tasks traditionally handled by the 
host CPU. 

Two models are the CDU-76S-RP 
(£169.00) which is a SCSI-2 version 
and the CDU-76E-RP (£139.00). an 
ATAPI (AT-Attachment Packet 
Interface) version. The drives come 
with audio cable, software driver disk 
and manual, but will require an 
additional SCSI adaptor card and 
software. 



Are you game? 

We heard that Yorkshire TV were looking for "a young and funky female" 
(who isn't?) to present a new game show. The show is currently under 
development, but they said that "the successful candidate could be set for 
stardom. 

So we went around chatting up any girls we could find who fitted the Bill. 
Sorry, the game show. 

"We can make you a TV star on Yorkshire." We told them. "Let's go to my 
place and talk about it." It's surprising how many really funky girls don't think 
much of Yorkshire TV. 

We even thought of getting into drag and applying for the job ourselves. But 
Mark Blackham had pinched all the sexy bras and panties for his trip to New 
Zealand. However, now those spoil sports at Yorkshire have said they've found 
their "funky female". Shame. 

Details of the programme are yet to be announced, but it seems that there 
are now likely to be at least four regular TV computer game oriented shows like 
GamesMaster - sans Patrick Moore - Bad Influence etc. appearing on the little 
screen as the year ends. 

The trouble with these shows is that they appear to be more like Saturday 
morning kids' TV shows, or even Listen with Mother afflicted with frenzy, radio 
transferred the pictures, than about computing or even consumer technology. 
Maybe the key is in the word "funky". The idea is screw the technology, let's go 
for the lowest common denominator of square eyed mindlessness. Computers? 
Forget them. Let's make it real gamesy and funky, funky, funky. Get a life, 
computer user! 



Apple takes 
on Windows 

Apple, who have had a good run in commanding premium prices for their 
Macintosh computers have had to rethink strategy since the launch of 
Windows '95. 

Apple has brought its prices into line with those of competitors although the 
company claims that its new Power Macintosh computers are faster than PCs 
running Macintosh Windows. The new models, aimed at business users and 
home offices, range in price from £1200 to £3500. depending on the speed of 
the processor, disk and memory size and other features. The low-end Power 
Macintosh 7200/75 and 7200/90 are being priced to compete with comparable 
machines from Compaq, the PC market leader. Higher performance Power Mac 
models remain slightly more expensive than rival products. 

So we may see price cuts to come. 



Compaq 

cuts 

prices 

Apple were not the only company 
revising their pricing strategy in 
preparation for Windows '95. Compaq 
launched an aggressive bid just days 
before the release of Windows, in an 
attempt to boost its share of the world 
PC market. Price cuts of 13 to 25 per 
cent were on offer on the desktop 
computers. 

In the consumer sector, Compaq 
dropped its prices by about $200 to 
$250 -£140 to £170 on most models. 
The lowest cost Compaq Presario 
model, a 486-based multimedia PC is 
now priced under £1000 in the US. 
Prices on desktop computers aimed 
at the business market now start at 
$1250 -£850. 

This is the first time Compaq has 
reduced prices worldwide simultane- 
ously. "We want to take advantage of 
increased market growth to extend 
our market share leadership", thecom- 
pany said. You bet they do! 



Formats 
Go Ping 

Tie new file format PNG (pron- 
ounced Ping), recently included 
on an AUI SuperDisk, has been en- 
dorsed by a coalition of major software 
developers. The development of PNG 
took place following the demand by 
Unisys and subsequently Compu- 
Serve that users would have to pay 
royalties on the formerly freely used 
GIF file format. 

The PNG - Portable Network 
Graphics - format is flexible and open 
for storing bitmapped graphics images. 
PNG has been developed to provide a 
royalty free format to nval the patent on 
LZW compression algorithm, which is 
an integral part of the GIF file format. 

A coalition of experienced inde- 
pendent graphics developers from the 
Internet and CompuServe formed a 
working group and designed the new 
PNG format. PNG's major advantage 
over GIF is that it is smaller than GIF 
files, but the features will allow conver- 
sion of all GIF files. PNG offers a new. 
more visually appealing method for 
progressive display than the scanline 
interlacing used by GIF. As you can 
see if you have the AUI SuperDisk 
which included it. 



Protext Revives 

You might remember that we recently reported that Arnor. the company that was 
best known for Protext, a longtime favourite W/P for the Amiga was no more. 
However, for you multitude of Protext users - and wannabe Protext users, 
Protext is now available from Compo Software Ltd, with upgrades along with the 
full versions. 

Protext V6.6 will still be maintained and developed by the original authors. 
Hooray! 

Protext. Compo told AUi is also on the PC. Oh really? 
Contact: Compo Software Ltd., Unit 3, Green Farm, Abbots Ripton, 
Huntingdon. PE172PF. Tel: 01487 773581. 
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DKB Boards 
for Amigas 

DKB have gained a reputation for hardware adaptors which enable A1000 
machines to use newer operating systems. They have now released 060 boards 
to work with Amiga 2000 machines. Yes. there are still A2000 users out there. 
But we can't image that too many of them will want to incorporate fast as lightning 

060s. But we could be wrong- 
Dean K Brown of DXB told A(7/ M Any accelerator will generally work best in 
the processor slot. RAM on the A2000 version will be 1 28 MBytes using industry 
standard 72 pin SIMMs at 60ns or faster." 

No special modes such as static column or nibble mode are required. The 
A2000 version will also ship standard with SCSI-II Fast, and Ethernet. 

"While there are no plans for any serial ports on the accelerator there is a 
very high speed expansion bus intended for high bandwidth expansions. Since 
the bandwidth is 1 00+ Mb/sec, any serial port would use somewhere around 1 % 
or less of the available resources. This is not a very efficient use of the expansion 
bus's potential. What we would consider a good use of that bandwidth is a 
display card of some sort". DKB commented. 
Yes, indeed. A2000 users take note. 



New Amigas in 
Philadelphia? 



Are they, aren't they? Somewhat 
akin to the sightings of the elu- 
sive woodpecker in Britain last Au- 
gust, various reports have come to 
AUI ol the manufacturing of Amigas 
by Amiga Technologies GmbH, the 
Amiga subsidiary of Escom. 

One such report has been seen in 
the USA in which it seems that Zober 
Industries were about to start making 
Amiga parts for the general manufac- 
ture of Amiga 4000 towers (which 
contain the main workings of the com- 
puters) in Philadelphia. However, the 
reported start up date has come and 
gone and there is still no sign of pro- 
duction commencing, our spies tell 

us. 

Another rumour that Escom were 

about to restart making Amigas in 
China has been scotched, since the 
Chinese would apparently not be ready 
to begin manufacturing for at least a 



year. But there are plans to produce 
22.000 Amiga 4000 this year, using 
the Philadelphia based boards, and 
shipped to Scotland where the com- 
puters will be made by a contract 
manufacturer that used to assemble 
some machines for Commodore. 
Don't hold your breath! but we hear 
from Amiga Technologies themselves 
that Bordeaux in France is to be the 
site at which the 1 200 is to be manu- 
factured. 

A global company Escom might 
be but is it necessary to make the 
manufacture such a widespread busi- 
ness? One of the troubles that Com- 
modore had right at the beginning of 
the manufacture of the A2000 - see 
story above - was the rivalry between 
California and Germany. Now neither 
of those expert areas are involved. 
Some people seem to make it hard for 
themselves, don't they? 



ICPUG Incentive 

Can you resist a good bargain? ICPUG, the Independent Commodore Users 
Group, is offering a new membership incentive scheme with £1.00 off the 1996 
subscription for each new member recruited by an 

existing member All you have to do is make sure the new applicant puts your 
name and number on the back of his/her application form. If you recruit enough 
new members, you could join for free next year! 
Contact: Tim Arnot, 17 Colne Drive, Oakfields, Didcot, Oxen OX1 1 7RZ. 



Manual for Envoy 2.0 

Amiga Envoy is the standard Amiga peer-to-peer networking software 
developed by Commodore's Amiga Networking Group. Its performance, 
user interface and API are, as you might guess, compatible with the Amiga OS. 
Amiga Envoy provides a simple messaging interface for the easy development 
of reliable network applications. Included applications enable connected Amiga 
computers to share hard disks. CD ROMs and printers, transparently. Third 
Party applications can provide functionality such as electronic mail, remote 
computer access, multi-user databases and multi-player games. 

To make Amiga Envoy available to end-users, Intangible Assets 
Manufacturing licensed Amiga Envoy from Commodore. I AM has now produced 
a manual written by Amiga Envoy's original designers. The manual takes you 
through the setup and use of a simple network. 

Contact: Almathera, Southerton House, Boundary Business Court, 
92-94 Church Road. Mitcham. Surrey CR4 3TD. Tel:0181 687 0040. 



As Seen On TV? 




You watch this »d or else. . . 

Summer isn't generally noted for high TV audiences, and most of us were too 
busy enjoying the freak heat to be glued to the Box. Understandably, then 
many people missed the spate of advertising for various technologically related 
products. 

Escom. keen not to lose out on the selective summer audience chose July 
to start their TV campaign. Admittedly it was to give details of their summer sale, 
but was also to announce the opening of a further 39 outlets to add to the 127 
stores it already has. Seven stores have been opened in OfficeWorld. making 
1 1 sub stores in total. 

That could have been a mistake for it's been reported that overall during the 
summer TV audiences watched three hours less TV that they generally. Escom 
- as seen on TV? Or possibly not. 



Dates not to miss - maybe 



November 8 - 11 Apple Expo '95 
Olympia Grand Hall 
Emap:0171 388 2430 

November 10 - 12 Computer '95 

Cologne Exhibition Centre 

Tel: 01724 798491 

Norton & Co Event Management 

November 21 - 23 Visual 
Communications "95 

Olympia 

Tel: 01926 451963. P&O Events 



November 28 ■ 30 Computer 

Graphics 95 

Wembley 

Tel: 0181 995 3632 



Digital Media International 
December 5 - 7 
Online Information 
Olympia 2 
Tel: 01865 730275 
Learned Information. 
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S^/VMIGA 1200i 



The UK's favourite home computer is back! Amiga Technolog 
a brand new UK company have launched the Amiga 1200 witl 
stunning array of software in the AMIGA MAGIC pack. And. 
make a great pack even better, every Amiga 1200 Magic 
from Silica (at the advertised price), comes with a FREE 
Chaos software pack - see below. 



GIC PACK INCLUDES: 



Amiga 1200 Computer - 2Mb RAM 
3. 5" Floppy Disk Drive Built-in 

WOrdSWOrth V4SE Word Processor 

Digita Datastore v1.1 Database 

Digita Organiser V1.1 Personal Organ 
TurbO CalC V3. 6 Spreadsheet 

Personal Paint v6.4 

Paint Package 

Photogenics v1.2se 

Pixel Editing 

WhiZZ - 3D Platlorm Game 
Pinball Mania Pinball Arcade Game 



2Mb RAM - NO HD ■ 2 Mb RAM + 170n b HD 



£399 £499 




Inc VAT - AMC 3039 



Inc VAT- AMC 3199 




A1200 SPECIFICATIONS 

• 32-Bit 68020EC Processor 

• AA Chipset 16 8 Million Colours 

I • 2Mb RAM - Built-in Modulator 

• 96 Key Keyb'rd With Number Control Pad 

• PCMCIA Smart Card Slot 
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FOR 2 PAGES OF 
AMIGA PERIPHERALS & SOFTWA 




AMIGA 
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TOWER SYSTEM 
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68040/60 25/50Mhz Processor 

6wti RAM - 2Mb Chip, 4Mb Fast 

Workbench v3.1 

Advanced Graphics Architecture 
AA' Chip Set -16.7 Million 
Colours on Screen 

• 1.2cb SCSI Hard Drive 

1.7Mb Floppy Drive 

> 2 x 3.5" Drive Bays 

FREE Chaos Pack 
from Silica 
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W '"NING PACK 



^5 99 

£34 99 

C29 99 
C3499 
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68040CPU 4- 1.2Gb HD 



68060CPU + 1.2Gb HD 



Inc VAT • AMB 5040 



£2199 £2499 



Inc VAT - AMB 6060 
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Scala MM300 

Pre-installed on hard drive 
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« QUALITY AMIGA PERIPHERALS & SOFTWARE 



VIDEO AND GRAPHICS 



RAM UPGRADES 



FLOPPY DISK DRIVES 



'M s@mm GENLOCK 

-r- M, S FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS 



SCALA 
HT100 

HOME VIDEO 
TITLING PROG 

WORTM 

£49 v"S 




High Quality graphics and video miking desk 

FRlt Scala HT700 program disk 

Add titles and special effects to videos 

Ideal tor home and semi-professional users 

Supports all standard Amiga and AGA graphics 

input and output composite video stgnals 

Switches between video onty. computer only 
and mixed graphics 



Hardware taoe between graphic/video 

RGB thru saving th* genlock from 
being unplugged when not m use 

Optional chroma My unit available 
earty'96 

Comprehensive 
16-page manual 
plus full colour 




CD-ROM DRIVE & SOFTWARE 



OVERDRIVE QUAD SPEED CD-ROM 

FOR THE AMIGA 1200 

ffus unit combines a CD-ROM drive wtth the future m Smart Card interfaces, the 
PCMCIA slot. This makes for an incredibly convenient and simple to use CD-ROM 
drive system opening up a whole new world of GD/muftimedta technology 

• PCMCIA 
connection 

• Quad speed 
mechanism 

m 600K/sec data 
transfer rate 




PftotoCD 
compatible 

Multi-session 
compatible 

Runs most CD' software 



SEE PAGE 3 FOR FULL OVERDRIVE RANGE 



IMC VAT HAM 3M» 



Aminol Set 1 

« pgaDytet of software AC A 0500 

Ammet5 £14.95 

;>QAtrytM o» software ■ ACA 0510 

Aminet6 £14.95 

?o«oytes d software - aca 0520 

Animates Double CD £19.95 

: «M Of «MT*0tf» - ACA 1000 

CDBootl.O £29.00 

"«-. CD-BOM io*tie-ACC1000 



£24.95 Light ROM 



Light 

650MDI 



Giga Graphics £29.00 

JbO ■mm t- ■: CCH ACG Q503 



£39.00 

ol 30 ocsscta. *neoM elc ■ ACL 0100 

Meeting Pearls Vol. II £9.95 

650Mb Of the finest FD •oftws'B ■ ACM 0500 

Terra Sound Library £1 9.95 

7 900 wxmo Mm • ACT 0400 

The Light Works £39.00 

naytraon? object! and if ii,.'»i ACT 0600 
UPD Gold £29.95 

r| PO 't-*ry on 4 CD* ACU 6500 

Zoom £19.00 

SatKbon of PO dH*K» - ACZ 0500 




IMAGE MANIPULATION 

PHOTOGENICS V1.2 

FOR A1200/A4000 
. Manipulate and paint graphics m 24-tm 

• Supports popular imago formats Including JPEG. 
GIF. Iff, PhotoCD and many more 



Multiple image editing 

Real-time HAMS display 

Open design lets you to add your 
own loaders, savers or effects 



NEW VERSION 



INC. VAT ASP 3QOO 



IMAGE PROCESSING 

IMAGE FX v2.0 

FOR ALL AJWGAS 




SCALA MULTIMEDIA 

MM400 

• Wckw titling jnd 
BffMnMftM 



t mug* processing 
Various fteamme panting tools 
image thumoom 




m Import Dekam 
Pantar. 



'ana 



ammmii 

avamytrpn 




brpenoed image composing 

AulofX 

inuge FX browser 
Son edge & 
anti-aUasmg 




m imovn u>pi *>e ttanoaro u>vno tm 

• Sopporfi Gift PCX flC PhotCOand 
meny other We 

MfnjM 

• Easy louse 
ttoryboerd layout 



INC VAT ASS. tDU 



A500 51 2K (no clock) £20.00 

Takes an A500 from 5I2K to 1i* ■ RAM 0S05 

A500 51 2K(inc clock) £25.00 

Takes an ASOO from 5'2K to it* • RAM 0610 

A500 Plus 1Mb £30.00 

Takas an A500 from 1Mb to 2** • RAM 0520 

A600 1Mb (no clock) £30.00 

Takes en A600 from 1wbto2ut RAM 0605 

A600 1Mb (inc clock) £40.00 




Takes an A600 from 1 vfc lo <** - RAM 0610 

Hawk 1Mb -No FPU £99.00 

e«* 32-M RAM board, n* potxaaied 
end penan, becked dock - RAM 1210 



mss, 

RAM UPGRADE & 

MATHS ACCELERATOR 

OPTIONS 

FOR THE AMIGA 1200 



BUILT-IN 

BATTERY 

BACKED 

CLOCK 




Plugs straight into A 1200 trapdoor - 

No soldering required 

Upgradeabie FAST RAM board to 12 

4ot9m 

Uses industry standard socketed 

SIMMs for easy upgrades 

Optional Floating Potnt Unit - 33*9*; or 

4Qmn PLCC 66883 coprocessor 

Comprehensive manual with illustrations 

Works wtth all A 1200 and A 1200HD 

computers 

Does not invalidate your A1 200 warranty 

2 year warranty 

INCREASES 
SPEED BY 
UP TO 3X 



rfu trtio tMMttso* 

on A A HON 

nwttMfr 
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INC VAT 
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CI 29.00 



Hawk 2Mb - No FPU 

8Mt 32 M RAM boarc 2vt populated 
and battery backed ooch * RAM 1220 



Hawk 4Mb - No FPU £189.00 

8ke> 32-bri RAM board. *ub populated 
I flock- RAM 12*0 



Hawk 8Mb - No FPU £329.00 

6^ 32-w RAM board. e**> popukttsd 
aw batten, bached dock- RAM 1280 

FPU 33mh* For Hawk £59.00 

Crystal and FPU to* Hawk - UPG 1250 

FPU 40mm* For Hawk £99.00 

Crystal ana FPU lor Hawk • UPG 1255 



MODULATOR 



i 



MODULATOR 

FOR ALL AMIGAS 



*m*##4 




The Amitek Mamba. External Modulator, 

makes an ideal replacement modulator for 

ail Amjoj owners Everything needed is 

supplied Like at 

Amitek peripherals, it 

comes wtth an easy 

to follow manual *c vAT «o*«ooi 



POWER SUPPLY 



Amitek A500/600/1 200 
Beige coloured replacement powef 
Suopry lor A5OQ*0OY1200 - POW 051 



£29.00 



4Z 1Mb SONY FLOPPY 

™ W DELUXE EXTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVE 

FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS 




High Quality 3X* Sony mechanism 
Strong metal casing 
Bunt-in anthciKk feature 
Swtchable anti-virus mode 
Enabfadisable switch 



7Sms access time 

Daisy chainabte via thru port 

Low power usage 

External PSU 
not required 



*«CVAT 
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£ LOADER INTERNAL FLOPPY 

1Mb INTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVE 

AMIGA 500/500PLUS OR AMIGA 600/1200 



*mm 3V4" 

FOR 




SCSI INTERFACE 



SCSI-2 INTERFACE 

SQUIRREL 

FOR A6007A120Q 




Named after the famous storage hungry 
the Squ«rei SCSI-2 mtertaa sunpty 
into me PCMCIA slot fjmftno 

•arramy problems) anOaaowi you to cornea 

up to r SCSI deuces to your Amoe at the 

same tune JM could be any combination 

of hard drrm SCSI 

COftOH drrm. tape 

streamers. SyQuest 

removabt Onm. etc 



.95 



i**C VAT HAR 4000 



AMI-FILESAFE - USER £29.00 

Supftf rum fibng lyttom - ASA 4795 

AMI-RLESAFE - PRO £69.00 

Mutt'uuw fjie syatiwii toppot - ASA 4800 

BRILLIANCE V2.0 £49.00 

AQveVK* p«»n» ft «fwn«iK)^ *otwfl'» - ASB *9t2 

CANDO V2.5 £79.00 

inter Acifv* oudaovwutl tulhonng - ASC 2300 

EDGE 1.7 - PRO £16.95 

For ten adtttng ASt WOO 

GB ROUTE PLUS £34.99 

PlaVi tnpt and joum*y« #W+ UK *SO V22 

FINAL WRITER V4 £74.95 

Word puoAsha* wm o/eryKs t *o^» ASF3803 



PEN PAL UK 1.5 
Easy lo u*» wed 



asp ' M2 



£3695 



FINAL COPY II 

P o w rtui WVSiWvG wWO 



MAXIPLAN 4 
BMStfiaea •oft**-. 



£49.95 

AS* 3622 

£19.00 



*SM 201 2 



PEN PAL UK 1.5 £36.95 

City lo me word processor • ASP i»A2 

VISTA PRO 3.0 £24.95 

Landscape oenerabno, packac* • asv 8002 



These mtemal Amrtea Loader replacement 
doves are ideal tor users who wtth to replace 
their ecsboQ internal dme The pack features 
a hrgh Quaary internal tm. 3f dme 
mechansm for the Amrga SOQXXtous or 
Amiga 600 AS that you need to nt your drive 
is included, plus easy to tcaow 
instructJOK and 24 months warranty 



£34 

aWCVA? OH3000 




£44 

MC VAT DRi 3ftOS 



COLOUR MONITOR 



14" COLOUR 
MONITOR 

FOR ALL AMIGAS 




MtCRQVTttC 



W 28mm. CGA Colour Monitor plus 

Stereo Speakers 

tSKHz-40KHi 

Digital RGB & CySS 

Adaptor for 

Amiga 

Power and audio 
cables 



\ 



INC vat MONSOti 



SOFTWARE OFFERS 



AMI-FILESAFE 
"USER" 

• Ami-FileSafe is the new 
de-facto standard Filing System 
for your Amiga 

• Secure filing system - no more 
corrupt disks when applications 
crash when writing to disk ' 

• Super fast - much faster than FFS 

• Instant directory listings 

• Parallel access with negligible 
performance loss 

• More efficient use of disk space 
than FFS/OFS 



Large directories 
do not decrease 
performance 




2 




MAIL ORDER HOTLINE: 



Alt prices include VAT 



«uc- 




FREE UK^-<^ 
DELIVERY 4. fl 

ON ORDERS OVER £40»VAT 




PRINTERS 



CITIZEN 24-PIN 
ABC COLOUR 
DOT MATRIX 



I t I 



CANON 

COLOUR 

BUBBLE JET 




LEXMARK 
COUMR INKJET 



"w*^ ««■ 




• Small and compact with 24-pin 
print Quality 

• Works with any PC or Amiga computer 
m 5 Buitt-m fonts, 2 scalable to 40pt 

• Built-in 50 sheet auto feeder 

• Citizen Easystart' software for 
Windows and Amiga 

• Auto set facility 

• Resolution: 360 n 360dpi 
m Black ribbon 

• Colour kit supplied 
Including 
colour ribbon 

m 2 year warranty 





AMIGA CD 32 

CRITICAL ZONE PACK 

32-BIT SYSTEM - 7 CD TITLES 



Res 600 > 3O0dp> btaetand 
300 * 300dpi colour 

I '50 stmts M up to IS 
1 2 BuHt-m Scalable Fonts 
21KB 




Speed 4 pages per minute 
lOcpi at 248CDS ihtgh speed) and 

1T3eps I 'high quality) 
80 column • M 

Res 360*360dp> -720 i 360dpi 
with smoothing function in mono 

font* S typefaces 

ParaMel interface 

64K mpul butler 4 1 K download butter 

Emulations IQ2550 X23E 

Canon enhanced 

Automatic 

anamanuai 

sheet teede- 




{Vpbona/sanaO 
3 year return to 
base warranty 



STUDIO PRO II 

PRINTER CONTROLLER 

• Pnnt 24-brt graphKs 

• Workbench dmers . _ . | 

tor most printers 

• Pnnts pKtutes 
from onto using 
very We memory 

• "eom.y 



OVER 
100 



CD-ROM 
TITLES 

AVAILABLE 



system on me A-r-ga 




SILICA STOCK A FULL RANGE OF PRINTERS. DRIVES & ACCESSORIES - CALL FOR DETAILS 



HP & CD-ROM DRIVES, MICE & J'STICKS 



MICE & J'STICKS 



CD-ROM & HARD DRIVES 



Logic 3 Speed Mouse 
S«TicnaMt fey assagai and ST 3O04p> 
ultrt-MftMTve buttons - UOU 4000 



£1 1 .95 



C9.95 



Mega Mouse 

Ultra Ngh aoodp* raaotubon. 5 loot 
•flortoss hngertip operation ■ UOU 1875 

Mega Mouse 3 Button £14.95 

As above mouse wfh 3 buttons ■ UOU 1861 

Quickshot Apache QS1 31 £6.99 

? l»e buttons. 6 loot cable, t*ognp lor. 
maximum control 4 suction cups JOY 6431 

Quickshot Starfighter 1 £8.99 

Turbo tiro button. 6 loot cablo. Ihumb. 
control, hands Ireo auto Ike - JOV 6*67 



Seagate ST9240AG 21 0w> 

+ GVP Software £12900 

Upo/ade* an Amai 600 or t200 
10 • htrt dk* moo* - HAft 0? 1 



OverDrive ©E HD 650Mb £249.00 



Zip Stik Super Pro 

Autoliro. rmaoswrtches. hand ho*a> 
table top |ovsUch - JOY 5600 



C9.95 



MEGA MOUSE 

FOR ALL AMIGAS 

• Ultra high 400dpi 
resolution wtW 

opto- mechanical 
encoder 

• 5footcabie 

• Effortless hngertip 
operationmth 

rehabkmrcro- 
swttchtNttons 




OverDrive Double Speed £1 79.00 
abom aoces* to Amps specific COa 
and play CD" software - HAP 36*0 

OverOnve Quad Speed £249.00 

Aaows accaaa to A/moa specs* COa 

and play CO" software HAP 3642 
SEE ■ ■♦£ ON PAO£ t 



OVERDRIVE HD 
(IDE) - 560Mb 

FOR THE AMIGA 1200 

Ultra fast external hard disk Plugs 

mtu PCMCIA slot interface is twtce 

the speed of thm internal 

one Canoe 

MMtf 

along 

side 

imam 



ptjOB Oreo PCMCIA Stat - HAP 36+* 

OverOnve OE HD 1 .2Gb 

Utra taat 1 200Mb hart da* 

pftjOS crto PCUOA sto* -HAP36S0 




£349.00 






Panasonic PD System _ £645.08 
As TO System f^atfa a O befcm. succfcao mm 
1520A SCSI controaer - COP 4310 

_ £45.00 



650Mb Optical Disk 
For use on Panasonic PO 




• External IDE harp da*torAl200 



-DtSl&OO 



Panasonic 

PD SYSTEM 

READ/WRITE OPTICAL DRIVE 

• Quad speed CD-ROM Dnve 
with 600K Data Transfer 
and 195ms access 

• 650Mb re-writaMe optical disk 
drive with removable cartndoes 
Cartridges (OIS 1500) £45 00 

ALL-IN-ONE 

£586 J3 



: 



MORE THAN JUST A 
GAMES CONSOLE 

Critical Zone includes the powerful 32-bit CD- 
games console with built-in dual speed CD- 
ROM drive, an 11 button controller and 7 top 
CD-ROM games. Optional upgrades include 
keyboard and disk drive tallowing use of A1200 
software) and an MPEG video playback card 
allowing video CDs to be played on the CD* 

• 32-Bit processing power 

• Dual speed CD-ROM drive 

• 16.8 million colours 

• Plays audio & CD+graphics CDs 

• 11 button controller 

• Titles available from £9.99 

• Optional full screen video 
CD module ~ccao32o 
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MAIL ORDER • FREE DELIVERY 



23 STORES FREE BROCHURES 
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CALL 0181-309 1111 OR RETURN THE COUPON 

To SJtu AMUSR-II95-270 SHica Houh, romwev W. Sldcup. Kent. DA14 40X 

□ Pleas* send me an Amiga brochure - Iree ol charge 

□ Please sand detailed information on the following products: 
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NEC Rings Bell 

NEC, Japan's leading PC manufacturer, is joining forces with US computer 
company, Packard Bell, in an attempt to provide a direct challenge to Compaq 
and IBM, the world leaders. NEC has bought a 1 9.99% stake in Packard Bell for 
£1 07.5m - some £1 20 million following Groupe Bull - the French company - who 
bought a similar stake in the privately owned US company two years ago. 

The NEC deal is part of a strategic alliance with Packard Bell which the two 
companies said was expected to lead to co-operation in procurement, product 
development, technology and marketing in PCs. video game systems. TV set- 
top decoders and mobile devices. 

Packard Bell - who have nothing to do with Hewlett Packard or US 
Telecommunications giant, Bell-have been extraordinarily successful in recent 
years with a highly-competitive price structure for PC clones. They made their 
entry into the UK computer scene through a deal with Dixons which took their 
machines into the High Street chains stores as the leading brand. 

Packard Bell are estimated to be 4th or 5th largest PC company in the world 
now. Their link up with both NEC and Bull (Bell and Bull? Sounds like a kids TV 
show..) puts them into a much bigger league financially and may well turn out 
to be another significant move toward the PC market becoming dominated by 
a smaller number of bigger league players. 



Yes and No 

to CD ROM 



IT specialist research company, 
Banner & Co. have reported that only 
22% of all computer decision makers 
have a CD ROM drive. Although CD 
ROM is used in large organisations of 
50 plus employees, only 17% have 
them in the SoHo market. 

This is apparently due to the slow 
replacement of hardware, although 
interestingly respondents to the survey 
cited that they thought that unless 
they are in designing or multimedia, 
there is no real benefit to using CD 
ROM. 

The Banner report detailed a 
profile of the CD ROM user. This fits 
with the perception of specialist use. 
with desktop publishers, designers and 
multimedia developers making up 75% 
of users, primarily for graphics. 

Some 1 9% of CD ROM users also 
use the Internet. Banner concludes 
that CD ROM consumers are more 
technology driven than non CD users. 
Well now, that's a surprising 
conclusion, don't you think? 



Brilliance Has 
Soft Control 

Philips has launched an upgraded 
version of its flagship monitor, 
the Brilliance 1 7A. to include a number 
of new benefits, which they say. make 
it easier to install and use. 

The 17A includes an interactive 
software controller, Plug and Play 
compatibility, integrated stereo 
speakers and an enhanced dot pitch. 

The upgraded 17A is the first 
Philips monitor to employ the 
company's newly developed software 
controller known as 'soft control'. 

It is claimed to provide easy control 
of all display functions via three specific 
control screens with icons for each 
display function, as well as Glossary 
and Help. The screen's control image 
geography, image quality and monitor 
behaviour. 'Soft control' is mouse 
driven. The monitor requires the RGB 
video interlace. Price £999. the 17A 
meets the required environmental 
standards for power management and 
emiss-ions. 

Contact: Philips Business 
Electronics, 8 Westminster 
Palace Gardens. Artillery Row, 
London SW1 1RL. 
Tel: 0181 689 4444. 



Holiday Inns has launched a credit-card booking service on the 
Internet. The hotel company has opened a set of electronic pages 
on the world-wide web to allow users to search out information 
on hotels and to check availability. 



Single 

Electron 

Logic 

Scientists at Cambridge University 
are making progress with the con- 
cept of chips containing the data 
processing capacity of 1 .000 personal 
computers. (Can you use 1000 com- 
puters at once? No? Stan: practicing!) 

Called single electron logic, the 
principle behind the development is 
that small and precise numbers of 
electrons can be controlled to perform 
a range of information processing func- 
tions. It builds on the single electron 
memory developed by Cambridge 
scientists in 1993 when they an- 
nounced that a single electron could 
store one bit of information. 

Hitachi are funding the research, 
which they see as a commercial ven- 
ture for the future when single elec- 
tron devices will be made from silicon, 
the most widely used material for 
making semiconductors. 

1000 computers? Most users 
have enough trouble using one! Ask 
Andy Eskelson. 



Juggling 

Profit 

and 




Dixons, see the Packard Bell item, 
have had an extraordinary year 
with profits at the year end up by 37% 
to £100.3 million, but profits were 
affected by a sharp fall of sales in 
computer games and camcorders. 

There was however, strong growth 
reported by both Dixons and Curry 
superstores, which they own. of 8% 
and 13% respectively. 

Meanwhile Dixons has announced 
plans to adapt its stores to selling 
more PC hardware and software as 
they foresee educational software 
being the growth area, with more and 
more parents buying PCs for their 
offspring. 

With both Tandy (see page 18) 
and Dixons dropping their games sales, 
could it be that games are on their way 
out or is it just another false dawn? 



Safety videos 

Carrying out risk assessments are part of the new EC regulations, but 
satisfying the authorities can be time consuming when it comes to producing 
new complex equipment. At present surveys are either carried out by building 
three-dimensional computerised models or simply drawn by hand with each part 
of the structure laboriously detailed. 

Now CADCentre. a Cambridge based computer aided design company, has 
developed a photogrammetry technique, which builds up a picture of an 
installation using overlapping video images. The 3D co-ordinates of each piece 
of the equipment surveyed are calculated with the help of the 3D co-ordinates 
of each camera. This software is intended to speed up the surveys by converting 
the digital video images into 3D computer models. 




Children' 
Computing 



Children's Computing is a club 
which gives advice to children 
and their parents on computing projects 
for education and fun. Anyone can 
take part provided they have a compu- 
ter. Projects include such diverse sub- 
jects as science, creative writing, art, 
maths and geography. 

For example children can compile 
a survey looking at levels of traffic and 
pollution - a topical issue last summer. 



creating graphs text and graphics. 

The ideas are detailed in Children's 
computing magazine, available from 
newsagents or stores such as Tesco 
and Sainsburys. Membership of Chil- 
dren's Computing club costs £1 5.00 a 
year and includes a free quarterly news- 
letter, a fun membership pack and 
discounts on computer software. 
Contact: Children s Computing on 
01869 324324. 
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4 ALPHA-RAY 

• Pistol-Grip handle 

• Three fire buttons 

• LED indicator 

• Six microswitches 
Suction cups for extra 

stability 

• Autofire facility 

£12.99 

INC VAT 





SIGMA-RAY > 

Pistol-Grip handle • 

Five fire buttons • 

LED indicator • 

Eight microswitches • 

Suction cups for extra • 

stability 

Autofire facility • 

£14.99 

INC. VAT 



Bringing the best out of computing , . . 




4 ACTION PAD AM 

Two fire-buttons 
Eight-direction thumb 
control 
Autofire 
• Six foot connector 
cable 

£9.99 INC. VAT 



SPEEDMOUSE^ 

Switchable mouse for • 

both the Amiga and 

Atari ST 

Feather-touch button 

control 

300dpi 

Smooth and accurate 

movement 

Comfortable to use 

£14.99 




SB 203 



SPHTRA 



4 FOOTPEDAL 

• The footpedal works in 
conjunction with a 
joystick. Any joystick 
function can be 
transferred to the pedals 
to enhance all types of 
driving, flying or sports 
games. 

£19.99 

INC VAT 



4 SCREENBEAT 3 

Multimedia Stereo 
i Speaker System 

| • Designed to be mounted 
on a computer monitor 
For any computer with 
audio output or PC 
music voice card, like 
Sound Blaster, Ad Lib. 
Covox . . . 
Built-in booster 
circuitry and magnetic 
shielding 

Also accepts output 
from a Walkman, 
Discman, CD player 

etC £16.99 

INC. VAT 



INC VAT 





FW111 
FW123 



LOGIC 3 

FW 111 - Digital Freewheel for Amiga/ST/C64 etc. 
FW 123 - Analog Freewheel for Amiga 

Can you imagine Nigel Mansell using a joystick to control 
his car around a high-speed track? Probably not. That's why 
we came up with the Freewheel. Just plug it into your 
computer joystick port and experience the real sensation of 
driving! 

• Suitable for all types of driving and flying games 

• Uses unique angle-sensitive switches 

• Extra-long connector cable. 

• Does not need to be mounted or 

fixed to a surface £19.99 

INC. VAT 
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Conquering 

the Dizzy 

Heights 

Doctors at the National Hospital 
_ for Neurology in London - the 
Editor's very own, he claims, as it 
used to be called the National Hospital 
for Nervous diseases and he says 
that's what he gets especially from his 
staff • have found a Sega flight coin op 
game to be a cure for some forms of 
dizziness. In the game, players are 
swung around and this is being used 
in the treatment of "benign positional 
vertigo" which apparently affects 25% 
of patients who suffer from dizziness. 
"Benign positional vertigo"? Does 
that mean smiling smugly down from 
the sickening height of the position of 
Editor? 



Plus Ca 

Change.... 

We thought that you might be 
interested by what happened 
in the not too distant past 

4 years ago at about this 
time Commodore was defend- 
ing itself against an angry in- 
dependent sector upset by 
the lack of price protection 
on a recent A600 price drop. 
A number of dealers had ex- 
pressed annoyance at being 
left with stocks following a 
shock announcement of a 
£100.00 price cut on the ma- 
chine. Commodore however, 
claimed that long term gain 
would far outweigh any short 
term gripes. 

And 8 years ago • Com- 
modore and Amiga distribu- 
tor SDL found itself em- 
broiled in a major row over a 
Silica Shop (SDL s mail or- 
der arm) special offer of 
£100.00 off the A500. Com- 
modore was branded as "na- 
ive " by both irate dealers and 
distributors for agreeing to 
the deal, although the com- 
pany denied the charges, 
claiming that all distributors 
should have been informed 
and that few sales will be 
made by mail order anyway. 
Oh really? Amiga price prob- 
lems? Now as then. . . 



ADI's Drought 

Solution 

Monitor company. ADI, who have up to now concentrated on high end 
screens have jumped onto the cheaper monitor bandwagon, seeing "a 
drought in the market." Their initiative has been driven, they say, by the 
realisation that there is money to be made from selling upgrades to consumers. 
Wow! Why didn't we think of that? The launch of their first consumer monitor - 
the Pro Vista 1 4, is priced at £1 99 . which may well turn out to be a competitive 
price. 

The monitor is 14" but ADI say that in six months to a year, consumers will 
be upgrading to 15" monitors (which, of course, they can supply). 



Premier Stows Away 




Premier Developments, longtime 
faithful to the Amiga are still stay- 
ing loyal. Known fortheirdesk-top work- 
stations, Uni-centre and Combi-centre, 
they have been telling AUI about their 
latest innovation. 

The Stow-A-Way desk top com- 
puter/keyboard/wrist-rest workstation 
has been designed for the A4000 al- 



though it's also suitable for PCs. The 
Stow-A-Way is claimed to meet all the 
EC requirements for the operation of 
VDUs. Price £49.95. 

Contact: Premier Developments, 
4 Third Avenue, Warboys, 
Huntingdon, Cambs, PE172SR. 
Tel: 01487 823684. 





to Babylon 

A certain Mr. Markwell has been telling AUI\ha\ although there are plenty of 
guides to Star Trek, Red Dwarf. X-Files etc. in public domain, there has 
been no guide to Babylon 5. He has addressed this long felt need by producing 
such a guide, with new issues to be released, he says, twelve times a year. Each 
one will cost £2.50. 

The Guide to Babylon 5 will contain pictures, objects, video and book 
reviews, special features and profiles on all the characters. 

The guide will be in AmigaGuide format so every issue can be merged into 
a complete guide. Each issue will cost £2.50. but a special introductory offer 
subscription for 12 months will cost £25.00 or £14.00 for six months. 

And they dwelt in Babylon.. No, they didn't, they produced it on Amigas using 
Lightwave. (Was that mentioned in the Bible?) 

Contact: A. Markwell, 83 Canterbury Avenue, Hadrian Park, Wall send. 
Tyne & Wear, NE28 9QQ. 



Quotes of 
the Month 

"Hard core coders are always 
going to be at the leading edge 
of product development simply 
because they are the ones who 
make the difference between the 
myriad of games out there". 

Tony Fagelman, General 
Manager, London Studio, Virgin 
Interactive Entertainment. 

Hard core coders.. No, they 
are not the creators of electronic 
porn. They are certainly the 
people behind the games that 
companies like Virgin bring out. 
But technological talent is by no 
means always combined with 
creatively in ideas -except within 
their very narrow speciality. It is 
rarely the technical brilliance that 
makes a game highly playable. 
And that applies too to the 
usability of any other software 
to. What differentiates between 
"the myriad of games out there" 
is the creativity more often not 
of the "hard core coder" but of 
the idea, the originality, which 
may not be technically-linked at 

The most successful game 
in recent years? Lemmings No 
way was its success a "hard 
coding" affair. It was the result 
of a bright idea that was fun. 
Then came the coding. Sorry to 
disagree with a boss of the all- 
conquering Virgin but it's the 
creativity first and the technical 
ability second that we think 
makes for real difference. 



Emotional 
Solution 

magine a situation where you have 
hundreds of games that don't work 
on your Amiga A1200/A4000. Do you 
actually know anyone who has 
hundreds of games that don't work? 
Come to think of it has anyone got 
hundreds of games that don't work? 
Well, if they have here's the good 
news. You'll be delighted to hear that 
there is a solution! Binary Emotions 
(Binary Emotions? Is this a joke, we 
hear you cry?) claim to be able to fix 
95% of all games and utilities to work 
"so you can relive those happy times 
once again". 

You can find out how to get yours 
fixed by calling Andrew Jolly on 
01 722 41 6074 to make the arrange- 
ments, then sending your software 
by recorded delivery with £2.99 per 
a software fix plus 30p per a disk 
over two, to Binary Emotions, 1 1 
Macklin Road, Salisbury. Wiltshire 
SP2 7HB. 
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A Little 
Late? 



Inspira have been telling A Ul about 
their new club for Amiga users. 
Members receive a bi-monthly club 
magazine, plus newsletters and 
discounts off commercial software. 
Discounts now include £10.00 off 
SoftWood Products Final Writer, £5.00 
off Final copy 2, as well as a 10% 
discount off CD ROM titles from Active 
Software and Saddletramps PD. 

A technical helpdesk is available 
where members can phone or send in 
for help on Amiga related problems 
and there is also a PD exchange where 
members can swap PD software with 
titles in Inspira's library. 

Members are put in touch with 
other members to swap ideas, help 
and team up on software projects. 
Membership for one year costs £ 1 0.00. 

As a special offer to AUI readers, 
the first fifty people who mention AUI 
when they join will receive two free 
public domain disks. 

It does seem a little late in its 
career to start an Amiga club but the 
offer certainly seems worth looking 

into. 

Contact: Inspira Software Club, 

44 Sandy Hill Road. Woolwich. 

London SE18 7AZ. 

Tel: 0181 316 6145. 



Here is the 
News 

All you ever wanted to know but 
didn't know existed... Thirteen 
years of computer, telecom and inter- 
active services news reporting by 
Newsbytes News Network is now 
available on CD ROM. The Newsbytes 
1995 Update CD ROM contains all 
Newsbytes news stories written from 
May 1983 to May 1995. This techno- 
history Update disk is priced S24.95 
(plus $5.00 p&p). 

The CD ROM is said to contain 
more than 64.000 news stories, writ- 
ten by the 19-member Newsbytes re- 
porting team and contributing publica- 
tions worldwide. (Wow! That's even 
more than AUts NewsFile. Just.) 

The Newsbytes 1995 Update CD 
ROM. published by Wayzata Technol- 
ogy includes the computer, telecom, 
interactive and online services mar- 
kets worldwide, providing a reference 
on the companies, products and peo- 
ple. They can be keyword searched, 
with more than 475 publication-quality 
JPEGged images, illustrating the news 
stories. Useful for libranans and re- 
searchers alike. 

One day all our AU/NewsFiles will 
be recorded tike this for posterity. 



ViewSonic's 
Healthy Monitor 




I 



to stay young and healthy. 

ViewSonic say they have been looking at developing easy to use safe 
monitors and has come up wrth Plug & Play and TCO'92-compliant 1 7 inch 
monitor, the ViewSonic 17GS 

Claimed to be easy to install and customise, along with meeting TCO'92 the 
world's top health and safety standard, the Graphic Series monitor is targeted 
to users of text and graphics applications for business or at home. 

The V17GS has. what the company say is a unique OnView on-screen 
control system to adjust up to 20 settings including ViewMatch for colour 
adjustments, and offers an 86Hz refresh rate at 1 .024 x 768, a 0.27mm dot pitch 
and a new super contrast screen. 

Contact: ViewSonic, Airport House. Purley Way, Croydon, CR0 0XZ. 
Tel: 0181 781 1856. 



Cooked Up Home 

Shopping 



Thomas Cook, the travel agency, is 
offering a new service to holiday mak- 
ers which will let them order foreign 
currency and travellers cheques 
through their televisions and have the 
cash and cheques delivered to their 
homes. 

The servtce is being offered as 
part of a home shopping project co- 
ordinated by BT. Customers will be 
able to use a TV remote control to 
browse through a range of holiday 
options. 

Thomas Cook will be selling a 
range of holidays in the pilot pro- 



gramme including city breaks, skiing 
holidays and long haul destinations. A 
Thomas Cook spokeswoman said 
there would be maps and video clips 
of resorts as part of the service which 
will initially be open only to selected 
homes in the Ipswich area. 

Ipswich? Why Ipswich? Do the 
Ipswichians travel abroad more than 
the rest of us. What's behind this 
favouritism of the east coast! Why is 
BT spending our telephone bill money 
on skiing holidays for people from 
Ipswich of all places? What are they 
cooking up? The truth must be told! 



0. 



Referring to the price of CD 
games: "I think £45.00 will prob- 
ably be extinct by the end of the 
year. " Tim Chaney. Virgin MD. 

One of the problems that 
cartridge games people didn't 
solve and hence the crashing 
fall that Sega and Nintendo have 
taken that has brought compa- 
nies such a US Gold into trouble 
was the ridiculous price of 
games rising up to even around 
the £70 mark. 

Tim Chaney, one of the 
brightest people in the business, 
and who once worked for Com- 
modore, has undoubtedly got it 
right. Exorbitant prices kill off 
the market. It happened with 
computer games, where the re- 
sponse was piracy. It happened 
with cartridges, as we have seen 



What should the price be for 
games that cost oodles of cash 
to develop? (EA are spending 
£4 million plus on one under 
development) Ah that's a mat- 
ter for great deal of thought by 
the games industry. If we knew 
the answer we'd sell it to them 
for more than £45. 



Look at 

that 

Keyboard! 

A keyboard with keys that each 
displays a tiny computer screen has 
been developed by Zikit systems of 
Jerusalem. The aim. Zikit told AUI, is 
to make electronic equipment, such 
as photocopiers and automated 
production systems, easier to use. 

Each key incorporates a liquid 
crystal display showing text, graphics 
or icons. Options show on other keys 
when one is pressed. A user could be 
guided through each step in a 
production operation. 

The prototype keyboard measures 
120mm sq. with 12 rectangular keys 
measuring 24mm by 17mm. It should 
be on sale in 1996. 
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Pure Net 
Genius? 



Guinness, the booze company, 
claims to be one of the first com- 
panies to harness the power of the 
Internet by adding an Internet World 
Wide Web address to the last few 
seconds of its television commercial 
Anticipation'. The advertisment will 
allow net-literate viewers to log-in to 
the brand new Guiness Web site. 

Hooray - we mean hie! 

The site is a virtual pub called, 
with great originality. The Local', which 
just might be deliberately ironic given 
the global nature of the Net, according 
to Guinness. Once in the pub. users 
can access a number of options in- 
cluding a competition to win a limited 
edition Guinness T-shirt. Wow - a real 
T-shirt. 

From The Local, there are con- 
nections to other sites of related inter- 
est, including 'PaddyNet' (a contem- 
porary Irish site). Time Out (the Lon- 
don listings magazine) and Rage (are 
on-line music site). 

A global virtual pub? Does it Eng- 
lish opening hours or would that make 
too much like a real local? 



Recordable CDs 

A CD player that can play and record, will soon be available in Britain. The 
Pioneer PDR-05 is expected to cost around £1 300.00. Although CD players 
have been used in professional studios for years, the price of around £3000 and 
fierce opposition from the music industry have kept them off the consumer 
market. 

The music industry does not like the idea of people being able to make 
perfect copies of CDs. so the PDR-05 has a number of features designed to 
scupper would-be pirates. It can record only on to consumer blank CDs and 
these last 60 minutes. Most music CDs run for over an hour so it should be 
impossible to copy a complete disc. 

Each blank CD-R disc will cost £15.00 and unlike audio tape can be 
recorded onto only once. The PDR-05 will also place a unique identification 
code on each blank CD-R disc, making it possible to trace pirated discs. 



The Hottest Product 



Datamonitor. in their report 
Compact Disc Technology and 
Multimedia, are predicting the 
compact disc will be the hottest 
product of the late 1990s. Moving 
into the sphere of video games 
consoles and multimedia personal 
computers, the company estimates 
that European sales of CD units - 
everything from PCs with built-in CD 



ROM drives to Sony PlayStation and 
Sega Saturn game consoles - will 
quadruple from last year's 4 million to 
17 million by 2000. 

This year is expected to see the 
most dramatic growth for CD 
technology in Europe. Sales of CD- 
ROM drives are expected to double 
this year, reaching some £850 million 
in Europe. 



Info on Microinfo 

Microinfo, a distributor of specialist publications, CD-ROM products and 
other information media for professional applications, has told 4 1// that it 
now has available some 40 databases on subjects as varied as aquatic 
sciences, biomedicine. biotechnology, environment and pollution, genetics, 
neurobiology, and zoology. 

The databases are available either on magnetic tape, for downloading and 
searching on customer owned computer systems, or directly from the Internet. 

Payment of a single subscription for each separate database allows users 
unlimited access to that database for 12 months. Site licences are available at 
50°o extra cost which gives users unlimited access to any number of users on 
a single site. 

This is the future of information - a mass of data to which you can buy access. 
Almost anything can be databased in this way. What we would like is a database 
of attractive, rich girts between 17 and 27 who have very liberal ideas about 
passionate, sensual relationships between the sexes and have a huge admiration 
for and an urgent desire to meet journalists who report on news. 

Unfortunately it appears that Microinfo does not yet possess such a 
database. We wait with some impatience for them to repair the absence of such 
an important source of reference. 

For free trials of the databases they do possess. 
Contact: Microinfo Ltd.. P.O. Box 3, Omega Park, Alton, Hampshire, 
GU34 2PG. Tel: 01420 86848. 



Timex 
Online 



Timex has agreed a deal with the 
US's Data Broadcasting to receive 
online news, sport and financial data 
via an FM receiver/antenna module in 
a forthcoming Data Link watch, at a 
transmission rate of 9.600 bits per 
second. 

Timex say users will make a one- 
off payment for the watch rather than 
pay a subscription. It is scheduled for 
release in the USA in 1996. Neither 
Seiko nor Timex has said they are 
bringing out similar products for the 
UK - yet. 



Licenceware has come of age 



F1 Licenceware has told AUI about its launch of F1 Gold. 
They say that each F1 Gold title will be of outstanding quality 
and come with a printed A5 manual and plastic sleeve (A 
plastic sleevel Wow!) containing pre-copied and tested Fuji 
branded disks. Full technical support for each product will be 
dealt with by none other than the author! 

Grac V1.1 allows non-programmers to create their own 
Monkey Island-style adventure games, and it comes with a 
complete game created by GRac. Price? A mere £6.99. 



Blackboard V4, price £8.99, is FVs "best selling" 
image processor with "new features", though we don't 
know what they are. Magic Paint Box, priced at £6.99. is 
set to become the standard DPaint for kids, according to 
the company. It has over 84 functions in what they claim is 
"an easy-to-use kids" environment. 
Contact: F1 Licenceware, 31, Wellington Road, 
Exeter, Devon. EX2 9DU. 
Tel: 01392 492580. 



Sorry, Jane's 
already tied up! 

Electronic Arts has tied up with the 
defence industry publisher Jane's 
Information Group to create a new 
brand. Called Jane's Combat Simul- 
ations, the new EA/Ongm spin-off is 
the result of a five year licensing and 
development agreemer' : .ing EA 
and Origin development teams ac- 
cess to the huge database c* - itary 
information collected by Jane s and 
allowing the software company io cre- 
ate what EA claims will be the gaming 
industry's most authentic titles The 
new brand's first titles will arrive at the 
end of the year. 

Origin's Andy Mollis is currently 
working on helicopter simulat>on AH- 
64D Longbow, while EA's Paul Grace 
is planning jet combat simulation 
SuperFighters. 

Jane's, for anybody who has not 
heard of it, is nothing to do with some 
girl but is famous for being THE au- 
thority on military matters. For exam- 
ple, "Jane's Fighting Ships" is the bi- 
ble of all the shipping statistics and 
information on all the navies in the 
world. Someone at EA was very bright 
indeeed in thinking up the idea of tying 
up with Jane's. However, as is men- 
tioned in another item in this NewsFile, 
it's the creativity and originality that 
put into a game not the information. 
So we'll see what comes out of Jane's 
- an unusual trophy in the global battle 
of the games companies. 



No in-flight 
peace soon 

Just when you thought you might 
have the undivided attention of 
your partner, safe from contact from 
the office when flying, or your credit 
card spending restricted to in flight 
duty-free shopping only, BA have 
spoiled it all. 

In the new Boeing 777. in service 
with United Airlines and shortly with 
British Airways, every seat has an 
LCD video screen with a handset 
incorportaing a phone, control pad 
and credit card reader. (Ouch!) All 
are connected via a computer in the 
engineering bay and a radio link to 
telephone systems on the ground. 

According to Bill Peltola of GEC 
Marconi InFlight Systems, who 
suppliid ! n e system, the technology 
will allow travellers to choose from up 
to 20 video and 1 22 CD Quality audio 
channels. P la y computer games. 
access information about their 

destination and make P none and fax 
calls And over tne com ' n 9 months 
both BA and L Jnited P ,an l0 ' n * r o dLJce 
a range of other services. Pity. . . 
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The Multi-Dala Machine is based upon the PD drive 
system by Panasonic which gives 4X CdRom & 
650M removable in one half height drive. 

Fourth Level Development software for this SCSI 
device gives Amiga users a system which is 
unrivalled by any competitor. 

The software supporting the 650 Meg rewriteable 
cartridges combines all the advantages in both speed 
and security of Ami-FileSafe - the new filing system 
which has taken the Amiga market place by storm - 

with the advanced software to support removable 

media which has until now. only been available on the 
Mo-Miga (Fourth Level's top of the range 1 .3Gb 
Magneto Optical drive system). Full CDRom 
software is also included. 

Prices: Internal SCSI2 £549 .00+ VAT = £645.07 
Options: external add £ 45 .00+ VAT = £ 52.87 
Oktaa m Card add £ 95.00+ VAT = £ 1 1 1 .62 






SCSI 2 

540MFu.jit.su Urns 160 

850M Quantum 1 1ms 205 

1G Connor 9ms 382 

2G Quantum 8.6ms 720 

2. 1G Barracuda 9ms 790 

4.2G Barracuda 9ms 1060 

9GMicropolis 9ms 1800 

IDE for A4000 

850M Maxtor 183 

1.2G Maxtor 275 
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AFS User 
AFS Pro 
P&P EEC 

Other 
Dice V3 
P&P EEC 

Other 



£29.75 US$48 

£79.75 US$127 

£ 3.50 N/A 

£ 3.50 US$ 10 

£98.75 US$158 

£ 5.50 N/A 

£10.00 US$ 10 
We accept cheques in Sterling. US$, 
FFr & DM at no extra cost. If buying by 
credit card add 3% to cover card costs 
Tel: +44(0) 117 985 4455 
Fax + 44(0) 117 955 9157. 



FFr 220 
FFr 592 
FFr 26 
FFr 26 
FFr 734 
FFr 41 
FFr 55 




Commercial C Compiler 

for Amiga which has been 
continuously supported 
& developed to become 
the most reliable and user 

friendly package. 
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Who's That Calling? 



Calls to find ways to defeat mobile 
phone thieves who run up vast 
bills at their rightful owners expense, 
have resulted in Vodaphone develop- 
ing what they term as 'authentication' 
software. This it claims makes it im- 
possible for a thief to clone a mobile 
phone- 
When a call is made on a conven- 
tional analogue phone, it sends two 



signals to the network to identify itself 
- its phone number and an electronic 
serial number. The network checks 
the authenticity of these numbers be- 
fore connecting the call. 

Unfortunately, thieves with com- 
mercially available scanning devices 
can capture the transmitted num- 
bers and use them to clone stolen 
phones. Keep that phone safe! 



Pixel Digital's New Stuff 

Pixel Digital have told AUIabout their latest list of products. Picturebook is a new 
demo from Axis (of Bigtime Sensuality fame) price £4.00. 

Fruit Kitchen is a new demo from Silents which was entered to the 
Assembley '95. price £1.00 

Alien Bash II is a Chaos Engine look alike. Price £1 .00 

Hippoplayer V2-08 is a module player that includes "all the usual features 
of surround sound", mono 14bit stereo etc. Price £1.00 

Assembley '95 Intros - A collection of intros from the Assembley Party. (Vote 
Assembley!) Price £1.00 

Vark Cli Utils 8 - A "popular collection of tools." (Hand me my screwdriver. 
please!) Price £1.00 

Planet M - A demo from Melon Design, price £1.00 

Sauce & Code 2 - A diskmag from NFA that covers programming in Amos. 
Price £1.00 

Enlock V1-4 - From NFA. a hard drive protection system, price £1 .00. 

For info about these and other goodies. 
Contact: Pixel Digital, Unit 6, Laurel Business Centre, 15 Laurel Road, 
Liverpool. Tel: 0151 259 4017. 



Interactive 
TV on trial 

Ifideo-on-demand specialists 
V Video Networks has told AUI that 
it is planning to launch an interactive 
TV trial in Hull next year. 

Following BT's current trials in 
Colchester (see Technology supple- 
ment). Video Networks has struck a 
partnership with Kingston Communi- 



cations, a local telephone company, 
to deliver the on-line video service to 
250 homes. 

The trial package, known as 
VideoNet, will include interactive learn- 
ing packages, home shopping and 
banking as well as Hollywood movies 
and other programmes. 

An on-line marketing assessment 
programme will allow advertisers to 
gain feedback on anything from ads to 
packaging. The company hopes even- 
tually to expand the service nationally 
on the back of BTs network. 



HP Gets 
Sauced Up 

Hewlett-Packard, which by 
turnover is the second largest 
computer company in the world, has 
boosted its third-quarter profits by 
66%. outperforming Wall Street's ex- 
pectations. Turnover growth was 'out- 
standing' the normally conservative 
US computer and electronics manu- 
facturer said, with demand across all 
its range of products. 

In particular, demand was strong 
for new versions of HP's DeskJet printer, 
which is now probably the best selling 
printer around the globe. The compa- 
ny's PCs, workstations, multi-user com- 
puters and printers are all gaining mar- 
ket share, industry analysts said. 



Microsoft's 
20 year 
record 

icrosoft has completed its 
fiscal year with record 

results. Forthe 20th year running 
the company has seen growth in 
revenue and profits. (Goodness 
they must have a successful 
product or two!) 

Revenues for the year were 
around £4 billion, a 28% increase 
over the £3 billion reported last 
year. Net profit was £1 billion. 
And more to come from Win- 
dows 95? 



AMIGA 




NEW 



MONITOR 




For those who are upgrading to the new 1200 'Magic' pack which has W/P, 
Organiser etc, included, the might like to consider Amiga Technologies! 
new monitor, M138S too. Not only good looking but its auto scanning makes it 
compatible to all video sources and the modes of the A 1200 and A4000T. 
It has two stereo speakers. 14" antiglare screen. 0.28mm. pitch. 800x600 non 
interlaced or 1024x786 interlaced resolution, and. very important these days, 
low radiation. And. of course, it matches the Amiga. Sounds like it could be an 
ideal monitor. Price £299. 



Copyright for Internet 

The media and entertainment industries are to urge the government to introduce 
a transmission right to ensure intellectual copyright owners are paid when their 
images, words or sounds are distributed on the Internet. 

The transmission right is part of a package of proposals which will be 
presented to the Department of Trade and Industry by a working party composed 
of representatives of music, media, film and computer companies including the 
BBC, International Business Machines, Pearson, PolyGram and Bertelsmann. 



Stylish or what? 

Hair company Wella is out to prove it is combing the edge of technology with the 
launch of a video game. Shockwaves express, to promote its Shockwaves 
mousse and gel to trendy teenagers. 

£1.1 million has been invested in advertising and the promotional campaign 
on TV, radio and magazines to accompany the release. A case of technology 
hair today and bald tomorrow? 
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All products are available in your local Amiga-shop 
or through national mail-order-companies 

International Distributor: 
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GTI 

Grenville Trading International GmbH 

Zimmersmuhlenweg 73 

61440 Oberursel • Germany 

Tel +49-61 71- 85937 

Fax +49-6171-8302 

EMail: CompuServe 100336,1245 
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Colourful Amiga dreams could 
bo coming true. Gar y Fonton 
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after graphics card- 



The latest in video graphics 
technology has arrived for the 
Amiga 3000 and 4000. Based 
on an expensive high per- 
formance 64 bit processor, the Trio64 
from S3. CyberVision is built to im- 
press and will take your Amiga where 
no Amiga has gone before. S3 chips 
are used in some PC VGA cards, but 
CyberVision is far more sophisticated 
and doesn't disregard special Amiga 
features such as superbitmaps and 
dragable screens. 

Instantly enhancing an ECS or 
AGA Amiga with 8, 1 5, 1 6, and 24 bit 
graphics (16.8 million colours) and 
resolutions up to 1600x1200. Cyber- 
Vision 64 opens up new horizons for 
design, image processing, painting, 
and scanning. While HAM8 can pro- 
duce a very convincing true colour 
image, it's very slow to work with. 
Even 256 colour screens flow like 
treacle, especially when mov- 
ing windows and running 
through pull 
down menus 
This is where 
CyberVision < 
comes into 
play. 

Instead of I 
generating the 
Workbench 
and other In- 
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tuition screens using the Amiga's 
graphics hardware, the information 
needed to generate the display is 
passed on to CyberVision which uses 
its high speed processor and 64 bit 
blitter to draw then screen far quicker 
than the Amiga could possibly man- 
age under its own hardware. 

CyberGraphics 

With resolutions up to 1 600x 1 200 and 
in depths of 8.15,1 6, or 24 bit. Cyber- 
Vision adds many new displays to the 
Amiga's screen mode database. A 
very special (included) software pack- 
age called CyberGraphics effectively 
patches the Amiga's OS so it can use 
real Intuition screens in 24 bit colour! 
It works with OS friendly programs 
such as Art Department Pro. Photo- 
genics, MovieShop, DOpus, Final 
Writer, and many other programs 
which let you choose 
your own screen mode 
and are written follow- 
ing Commodore's pro- 
gramming guidelines. 
And then there's 
Workbench. Using a 
high resolution screen 
like 1280x1024 with 
Magic Workbench makes 
your Amiga look better 
than most big workstations! 
And it's very fast too when 
it comes to dragging win- 
dows around, especially 
pretty with colourful back- 
drops and even 256 col- 
our icons if you use the 
Newlcons program avail- 
able in the public domain. 
CyberVision screens 
are draggable just like 
Amiga screens (although 
you can't reveal Amiga 
screens when you drag down 
CyberVision screens and vice 
versa). Even superbitmap 
screens can be scrolled 
smoothly just like the Amiga 
but in 24 bit colour! 

Cybervision 64 inte- 
grates extremely well into 
the Amiga's OS, so well 
in fact that you could be 
mistaken for thinking 





'•» Oar, «-.*.. 




j r 



jflsJiJluJl ■ 



f*5£ 



r- i 





PSfeE- r fr : 








Workbench with a resolution of 1600x1200 running some of my favourite 

programs all on the one screen. 



you've got your hands on a AAA 
Amiga! (RIP) 

Support Software 

There are five programs packaged 
with CyberVision including Photo- 
genics Lite. As the name suggest it's 
a cut down version of my favourite 



graphics package, Photo-genics. The 
limitations are that it will only load GIF. 
IFF, and JPEG images, save IFF24 
and JPEG, and has only(!) 32 paint 
modes. There's no crop, compose, or 
warper tools, and the alpha channel 
doesn't work. 

I urge anyone with a graphics card 
which is supported by CyberGraphics 



IVIiiltiscan Monitors 

While it's possible to use a regular PAL 15khz monitor with CyberVision 
(like the 1084 or a TV/monitor with an appropriate adaptor), you will 
severely deprive yourself of features such as high resolutions and flicker 
free displays. 

A multiscan monitor is really essential if you want to go beyond normal 
Amiga screen modes. Most PC type VGA monitors are ideal as they can 
cope with high line frequencies such as 56khz. The trouble is that PC 
monitors can't handle low frequency 15khz displays which means such 
monitors are useless for Amiga games, demos, and anything else which 
forces you to use 15khz Amiga screen modes. 

Some multiscan monitors which were designed with the Amiga in mind, 
such as the Commodore 1950/60 and the Microviteks, can cope with 
displays between 15 and 38khz. Despite the 1960 monitor's manual 
quoting its highest frequency as 37khz, I've got it to work at 48khz with 
CyberVision! It's not wise to go beyond the manufacturers' specifications 
(like driving a 1 18 mph Escort at 140 mph) so I've settled for 38khz. 

CyberVision has an video input port which you must connect with the 
Amiga's external RGB video port with the supplied cable. When you (or the 
Amiga) needs to display a native Amiga screen mode, CyberVision lets the 
Amiga's RGB signal pass through to the monitor. So if your monitor can 
display 15khz screens you can use the same monitor for games, demos, 
badly programmed software, etc without having to unplug anything. 

Big Screens 

As to the size of your monitor's screen, despite the phrase "size doesn't 
matter" I have to say in this instance it does. Any screen mode beyond 
800x600 on a 1 4" monitor will strain your eyes in attempting to read screen 
text. A 17" monitor is strongly recommended if you plan to use the higher 
range of resolutions. 
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Lots of pictures scaled in windows an a 24 bit Workbench. 



to buy the complete Photogemcs pack- 
age. Drawing directly on to a true 24 
bit screen makes Photogemcs seem 
like a brand new package all over 
again! Away with the approximated 
HAM8 preview display and hello to 
the clean, perfectly accurate 16 mil- 
lion colour display! 

The bundled mode promotion soft- 
ware, called NewMode. is the best 
software of its kind I've come across. 
It can force any screen from any pro- 
gram to open in whatever screen mode 
you like. Some programs such as 
DPaint, Adorage, Lightwave and Bril- 
liance don't work properly, or crash, If 
you try to run them on a CyberVision 
screen. NewMode lets you make sure 
they never use a CyberVision screen. 
In contrast, programs like Forge. 
ProCONTROL, Imagine, and Final- 
Copy can be forced to open on a 
flicker free, rock steady CyberVision 
screen. 

Additionally, a comprehensive 
CyberVision screen mode editor is 
included which not only lets you specify 
the capacities of your monitor, but if 
you are confident and careful enough 
you can create brand new screen 
modes for CyberVision. For example. 
I created a 736x566 31 khz 256 colour 



mode just as an experiment 

The highlight for me was using 
CyberVision with the shareware Mac 
emulator, ShapeShifter (reviewed las: 
issue) . Thanks to CyberVis*ons cnunky 
to planar conversion hardware I can 
run ShapeShifter m 24 brt colour wtitch 
is very impressive as it's just as fast as 
any real Mac! 

The Future 

CyberVision comes nstafted with ei- 
ther 2 or 4 Mb of video RAM Cyber- 
Vision screens don 1 use any Chip RAM 
whatsoever which « good news, and 
you can upgrade 2 Mb CyberVision 
boards yourse* to a total of 4 Mb - 
wh»ch »s needed for beyono 256 col- 
ours m the very highest resolutions. 

Phase 5 p*an a PAL video en- 
coder module for the future as well as 
a DSP processor. J MPEG and 
digitiser modules These will plug into 
the mam CyberVision board. I've heard 
a similar story before so Ml wart for the 
modules to arrive before getting ex- 
cited. 

Conclusion 

CyberVision had a lot of hype to live 
up to and has no way disappointed 
me. It's so fast having true 64 bit 
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These an? the new screen modes added to the 

Amiga's database. If you don't see a mode you 

want then just make one up'. 




Here you have to tell the CyberCraphics software 

about your monitor. The information should be 

in your monitor's manual. 




The screen mode editor. Caution, patience, and 

trial and error are required, but you shouldn 't 

have to edit any pre-defined modes. 





Cybervision is a true Zorro III card 
which could have spelt bad news 
for Amiga owners with bugged 
Buster chips. Pre-version 1 1 chips 
were flawed creating problems 
when transferring data. Only the 
most recent Amigas made before 

the demise of Commodore had 
working version 1 1 Busters. 

Phase 5 have found a way 
around the problem and simply 
closing a jumper on the CyberVision 
board will specify you have a pre 
1 1 Buster and cure any problems. 
I can vouch that this works as I 
have a version 9 or 10 Buster. 
Apparently CyberVision is even 
faster if you have a version 1 1 chip! 
Well done to Phase 5 for prevent- 
ing so many Amiga owners from 
being disappointed. 

Please note that you will need 
at least Workbench 3.0 to use 
CyberVision. 

architecture, that one of the included 
image viewers lets you scale pictures 
in real time! Drag to re-size the win- 
dow containing a 24 bit picture and 
release the mouse button - bang! The 
image is scaled quicker than you can 
blink • I kid you not. 

The only thing which annoys me is 
the mouse pointer. The CyberGraphics 
software doesn't rescale it. so in high 
resolutions you have a tidy little pointer 
which is easy to lose unless you have 
a large monitor. I drew a much larger 
pointer in the Preferences program 
which did the trick but the pointer then 
appears huge on lower resolution 
Amiga screens! 

Should you be into graphics, de- 
sign, image processing, or scanning, 
this is definitely the graphics card to 
go for if you want fast, true colour, high 
resolution screens to work with on 
your Amiga. This is yet another quality 
product from Phase 5 who continue to 
produce excellent Amiga hardware 
which will keep the Amiga alive and on 
top for many more years. AUI 
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Cyberstorm 64 



FEATURES 
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VALUE FOR MONEY 



94% 



97% 



95% 



86% 



Overall Rating 96% 




Photogenic* Lite comes bundled with CyberVision. 



The full blown version of Photogenics running on a 768*576 24 bit 

CyberVision screen. 



Price: 

£329.95 2Mb, 

£439.95 4Mb 

Contact: 

Gorden Harwood Computers 

Tel: 01773 863781 
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Mix N Match 

Even the most basic home MIDI 
studio set-up needs a sound mixer. 
Put simply, the mixer combines 
sound from different sources and 
sends the sound to your ampli- 
fier/stereo. That means the 
audio output from your Amiga, 
keyboards, drum machine, micro- 
phones, tape deck... anything can 
be mixed together and the 'colour' 
of the sounds adjusted. 

Even the beginner set-up of one 
keyboard and a MIDI sequencing 
Amiga could use a mixer - to com- 
bine the Amiga channels with your 
keyboard, for example. Most soft- 
ware sequencers enable you to 
trigger Amiga sound samples at 
the same time as they control the 
operation of your sy nth/keyboard. 
You need a mixer to combine the 
sound and send it on to your amp. 

When your studio expands to 
include more sound sources - 
extra keyboards, modules, drum 
machines, guitars and vocals - 
you'll need a mixer with multiple 
inputs. 

Choices 

There are two types of mixers. The 
first, and probably most familiar to 
you, is the typical recording studio 
multi-channel desk covered with 
vertical lines of knobs, and those 
neat volume sliders in a row along 
the bottom. 

These divide into two types - 
those designed for multitrack 
recording (onto multitrack tape) 
and those designed for live and 
non-multitrack recording work 
(straight to tape). 

Multi-track capability means you 
can play and record one part of the 
song, say, the drums, and rewind 
back to the start and record 
another part alongside the first. 
Each channel remains separate on 
the tape, so can be altered and 
processed separately, but when 
played, can be heard together. 



Mark Blackham listens to 
the sweet melody of three 

low-cost sound mixers 

built to sit alongside your 

Amig a music studio. 



Non-multitrack mixers are a 
cheaper type of sound processing 
mixer with a limited number of out- 
put channels. 

Line Mixers 

Line mixers are less complex units 
which do the same job of combin- 
ing multiple sounds inputs into a 
single two channel stereo output, 
sans the usual knobs and sliders. 
These units don't allow you to fid- 
dle with the sound characteristics 
as they pass through the mixer. So 
any alterations in sonic nature 
(emphasise the bass, boost the 
signal etc) must be achieved at the 
source. Such mixers do not usually 
have microphone XLR jacks, but 
rather a panel of straight 1/4" line 
jacks with two stereo output lines 
at the back. 



Flexibility 

You need to match your current 
and anticipated output require- 
ments with the price you can 
afford. The old story of going for 
that bit more than you think you 
can afford still applies. 

Line mixers are ideal for low- 
cost non-vocal studio setups - 
especially since most synths now 
have their own effects and sound 
colour processing units built-in. 
That means all you need is a unit 
which combines these sounds and 
sends them straight to amp/record- 
ing devices. 

Most musicians, even home- 
based ones, may well need to add 
live vocals at some stage, there- 



fore requiring XLR jack inputs in 
their mixer. The vital difference is 
that despite the sound processing 
power of 90s electronic instru- 
ments, it is still far easier to tweak 
and combine sounds on the single 
mixing desk panel. 

Flexibility is a key ingredient in 
any mixer. You are bound to need 
more from your mixer in the future, 
and may devise all manner of 
ideas which your mixer must han- 
dle. Here are some options 

Gillet Mixer 

The Gillet Little Gem mixer has a 
lot of the sound processing power 
of larger mixers - but with only two 
channels. It could be used 
for processing or combining any 
sort of audio inputs but is particu- 
larly well-suited to acting as a kind 
of graphic equaliser, touching up 
the Amiga sound as it passes 
through on its way to stereo output. 

Two input channels take your 
sound sources. Two lines of 
coloured knobs allow you to tweak 
the sound this way and that. Two 
output jacks connect through to a 
stereo, or whatever, so you can 
hear the sound. 

As a basic graphic equaliser, 
the Gillet Little gem is handy, but it 
is even more useful for combining 
your Amiga sound with another 
source. Merge your two Amiga 
sound channels via a two to one 
stereo cable, and plug that into one 
of the Mixer channels. Stick 
another audio source, like a CD 
player or your voice through a 
microphone, through the other 



mixer channel. The two can now 
be processed and merged, and 
output to an amplifier and mixer. 
It's a brilliant way of doing karaoke 
to Amiga modules or trying to play 
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Useful tor combining Amiga sound with 
another source. 

along with pre-recorded songs. 

Another option is to insert the 
Mixer between your sampler and 
source, and boost the signal or 
alter the equalisation in real time. 

As was mentioned in last 
months AUI (October 1995), the 
quality of the Gillet Mixer is 
self-evident; sturdy box, direct 
movement of controller knobs and 
sensible lay-out and labelling - 
it should be for the price you pay. 

The box is powered by a small 
PP3 9-volt battery or 9 to 18 Volt 
DC transformer (not included). 

The Gillet Little gem is an 
extremely useful addition to the 
equipment armoury of an audio 
buff. 




Gillot Audio M 



FEATURES 



PERFORMANCE 
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VALUE FOR MONEY 



80% 



87% 



60% 



50% 



Overall Rating 75% 






INFO 



Price: £69.95 

Contact: 

Gillet Multimedia 

10 St. Audrey's Way 

Ely, Cambridge 

CB61DF 

Tel: 01353 669203 
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11 GOOD REASONS FOR OWNING 



Spirit stunned musicians 
and engineers with the 
launch of Folio, the 
world's most versatile 
and affordable high 
quality personal mixer. 
Sow there's Folio Lite, 
making the concept of 
low-cost quality mixing 
even more 
affordable. 







GRAHAM BLYTH'S HANDS-ON GUIDE 




WHO IS SPIRIT'S 
DESIGN GURU? 
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about our mixers. 

Rul no on.- is more passionate than 

the innovator behind every Spirit 

console, co-founder of Soundcrafl 

Graham Myth. Graham's been 

designing the world's best miner* 

for about 25 years and relentlessly 

seeks perfection (Graham wfl nc 

say "I'm completely satis fki 

But he might say M mm. th 
step in the right directio 
Every new Spirit mixer 
designs makes prof 
audio quality and features 

more affordable. WA 



Quiet Inputs, with Huge Signal 

Handling Capacity 

At •li'fclBu US, Utr * m* preamr> are 
actuallv quieter than mam large "pro* 
conv ite i >ur new m* prcamp» gjve tou 
e\ tn 11 rul handling than before, 

now you get tenscrm ranpagftora • 

B. rather than the una! - i '- dB 
thai < five times more handling cap.. 
ihari i.<her console* Th» means thai you 
can connect abnoat anyirong from low 
output nbboo no to acuvc Dt boxes 
»*h headroom to spare 
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other mixer designers 
envy h i n i. Graham 
cannot abide poor 
dcMRn, wbclhcr it be 
n i n k or crjjonomk:. 
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some 

of the things that the competition 

gets away with. His philosophy is 

(hat every customer has the right ho 

expect quality, because elegant 

solutions don't have to mean 

expense. 







2 PFLSolo 
System 

Among small mixers, onh UK lets you 
monitor individual input channel'- Vi>u 
can even monitor the stereo input-* in 
Meivn so that you don't have to rely on a 
potentially misleading mono sum solo. 

3 Fader Zero dB where it ■■ 
should be 

On Spint consoles, the 
-OdB' point is further 
round the tiller's trj\cl 
than the standard half- 
way mark That nay you get more fader 
revJuflon where you really need it for 
smooth, prri is*- lontro! instead of the 
annoying leaps in level that happen 
with even small movements- That s 
because other fader, just don't 
haie enough resolution in 
the nght pine 



But low cost doesn't mean we've 
skimped on the little details that can make 
ihe difference when you're working on 
tracks, playing at a gig or mixing to video. 

That's because Folio lite has been 
designed by Graham Blyth. a perfectionist 
who believes that even the smallest flaws 
can seriously compromise your mix. 



Consistent Rotary Controls 

Off-UK- shelf controls arc seldom good 
enough for the consistent a*sponse 
you need when fine-tuning a mix 
spirit consoles have custom-designed 
potentiometer laws that guaranty 
preuVtablr response to any men ement 

Balanced Inputs and 
uVound-Comoensated Oirtputs 

The combination of both of these 
godsends on one console is exdutive 

'Pint j; this once They protect 
most input and output signals fn nn 
interference and noise, even when 
ground loops, hum fields and lighting 
rigs try to corrupt your signals 

Mono Channel & Mix Inserts 

You can . i tnnccl signal pn> em W like 
compressors and graphu eouabsen to 
give you more creative control over 
your mix 

British EQ 

For an authentic 'British* sound, we've 
given you carefully selected, musically 
useful points at 80H/ for kick 
drum thud ami 
IttHl for top 
end sizzle or to 
I cut through the 
* mix instead of 
the typical 
100Hz and lOkl!/ 
Compare the 
sound with others 
and you will accept 
nothing levs 

8 Dedicated Tape Return 

This nves vou 2 valuable 

I 

inputs when pbymg pre- 
show music, and b cssentul 
for DAT mastering B) 
routing to mix you fuse a 
staggering total of lft inputs al 
mixdown. 

9 Aux 1 Pre/Post switching 

You'd expect |ust one monitot 
and one effects send, but Lie's 
Aux 1 can be switched 

Pre for foldhack monitors 

or Post to use an 

extra effect send 

at mixdown. 



So here are 1 1 things that Graham 
slaved over to meet the challenge of 
designing lite. There s no hype, just the 
real reasons why Lite stands out against 
the competition - taken straight from 
Graham's notebook. 
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10 Long Travel Switches 

You can see instantly whether any switch 
is "on" or •off". 

11 Very Compact 

late measures just 300mm wide by 
266mm deep, and is only 38mm high. 

12 Designed & Built in Britain 

Ok. so Graham found 12 reasons for 
owning a Folio Lite Accept no 
substitutes. 

Spint hy Soundcrafl 

Hamun International Industries Ltd., 

Cranhome InduNlna! Estate. Cranhome Road. 

Poncrs Bar, Herts EN6 3JN. England. 

Tel: *44 (0)70- 6650un 

Fax -.nnro-(y«.,h> 








For tree brochures and a booklet 

written by pro-audio joumaust Paul White on how 

to get the best from your mixer in a variety of situations. 

'imply umipleic and return the coupon to the address below 

1 am interested in Folio Lite colour brochure □ 
Information on other Spun console*- live □ Recording D Full Range □ 



Postcode 
What application sill you use >our moo for* 
What mourner* s) do vou puv' 
Whit magannes do>w reaa? 
Please odthcre if v>« eki not want to bekeptonSprtsrnailmglia D 





SPIRIT 

Bv Scxndoaft 
A Harman International Company 



AUI Test Drive 



Mixing it with the Big Guys 

CONTINUED 



Spirit Folio Lite 

The miniature end of the highly 
respected, British-built Soundcraft 
range, the Folio Lite is designed 
specifically for home use. 

Lite weighs in at 2.5kgs - which 
is surprisingly heavy for its physical 
size - revealing how much circuitry 
has been crunched into the small 
space. It measures a mere 265mm 
by 300mm, and is only 30mm 
deep. 

When searching for a mixer, be 
wary of the "input" claim, and look 
instead for the number of chan- 
nels. This is the pure number of 
sound sources the mixer can han- 
dle at any one time. 

Lite is an eight channel mixer, 
sporting four mono channels and 
four stereo. The mono channels 
also feature the option of inserting 
XLR microphone jacks. The 
claimed 12 inputs are reached by 
including the two line inputs for the 
four stereo channels. Alternatively 
you could count in the extra stereo 
inputs set aside for effects unit 
returns or tape playback. 

Every channel has its own set of 
vertical in-line knobs for process- 
ing the sound. These start from the 



top with trim/gain control, high and 
low frequency accentuators. two 
auxiliary volume send controls, a 
pan/balance operator and rotary 
fader. 

The last is a key difference 
between the Lite and higher spec 
models. There is no room for the 
traditional sliding fader, but these 
rotary faders work just fine. There's 
less 'feel' and smooth control over 
them compared to sliders, but a 
user with medium requirements 
would not notice the difference. 

To the right of the mixer is the 
main monitoring panel, with neat 
three-coloured LED bargraph 
meter for watching sound levels 
and avoiding peaking. This can be 
used in conjunction with the PFL 
(Pre-Fade Listen) buttons across 
the bottom of the channel lines to 
select a channel to listen to on its 
own. 

This panel is also where you 
can set the volume of your effects 
return and two track (stereo) input, 
which have their input jacks along 
the top section. It is possible to use 
the two track input as a two extra 
channels at mixdown - when you 
are playing back for the final 
recording. 

The main control panel also 



harbours the phantom 48V power 
switch - which must only be used 
to feed mics that require power. It 
is impossible to use a combination 
of powered and unbalanced mics, 
as this switch sends power to all 
sockets. A small problem, not 
major - just make sure you use one 
or the other type of mics. 

It looks as if there is only space 
for connecting one effect auxiliary 
unit. You use Aux.1 to send the 
channel signal to the unit. Its 
processed return comes back 
through stereo auxiliary inputs. If 
you applied the same effect to 
more than two channels you would 
get a very muddy and confused 
sound. Soundcraft tell me you can 
use Aux.2, normally the stage 
foldback channel, for a second 
auxiliary, with the return being sent 
back to a spare channel or even 
the tape input channel. Clever 
thinking - but it would be helpful to 
point towards these types of inven- 
tive uses by providing more 
explanatory material in the manual. 

In today's electronic instrument 
environment, most effects are 
added to sounds at the source, so 
a mere two auxiliary outs (the stan- 
dard for this type of mixer anyway) 
is not a huge problem at the home 



studio level - you could use it sim- 
ply for the vocals, or universally 
over the channels to excite or com- 
press the overall sound. 

Across the top input jack sec- 
tion is a range of connectors which 
reveals the flexibility of the Folio 
Lite. The first pair are used for aux- 
iliary outs - to the "foldback" 
monitor used on stage for artists to 
hear themselves and to an effect 
unit. Next door is the stereo pair of 
inputs used for the effect box sig- 
nal return. Alongside them are the 
two-track tape input jacks, a pair of 
mix inserts jacks and the mix out- 
put jacks which you connect to an 
amplifier. Another pair of Left/Right 
jacks is also provided to connect to 
the monitor amplifier, and a single 
stereo jack at the extreme right is 
used for headphone listening. 



ix Down 



Folio Lite comes with a dedicated 
power supply unit, which uses a 
weird little connector plug. Lose or 
forget the power supply and you 
can't use another type to power 
your mixer. 

It's hard to fault the simple but 
informative manual, but Spirit 
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Upgrade your 

old Po\nr P^rog^an 

to Photo 

and 
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£1 




For a limited period you can upgrade any old Amiga paint, graphics or image processing package to Photogenics 
1.2A, the latest word in 24-bit paint and image manipulation software for the Amiga. Take full advantage of the 
power and flexibility that the Amiga offers, don't be limited by the inconvenient and archaic interfaces that your old 
products use. Just send us your payment and any proof of purchase for a rival product ( Photocop\ of receipt, or just 
quote us a line from the manual by fax or phone) and we'll send you back the latest version of Photogenics 1.2A by 
return. Plus you can continue to use your old software while you wait for Photogenics (normally dispatched within 
two days). See for yourself why all the Amiga magazines gave their top awards to Photogenics. Upgrade now to the 
future of Amiga graphics software. 

But hurry! This special offer must end by November 30th 1995. Order soon to ensure prompt deliver). 

Photogenics 1.2A requires a minimum of 2Mb of RAM (4Mb minimum if used with hard disk), a 68020 or higher CPU and Kicksian 3.0 
or higher. CyberGraphX required for 24-bit operation on third-party graphics cards (eg. Picasso II. CyberVisionM) 

Upgrade cost £44.95 (normal cost £59.95), plus postage and packing (£2.25 UK, £5.0(1 rest of the world). 

Total cost: £47.20 UK, £49.95 rest of the world. 

This offer is ONLY available for direct orders from Almaihera. Please do nol embarass your local dealer by asking him to honour this deal. Only the English Language 

version of Photogenics I.2A is available through this competitive upgrade program. 

You can upgrade from any version of the following: Deluxe Paint (an) version from 1 to 5). Personal Paint (am version). DigiPaint. TVPaint. Image IX. Art Department. 

ADPro. ImageMaster. PixMate. Brilliance. (Phone for information on upgrading from any other Amiga graphics package. I Cover disk versions of software ARE acceptable 

for upgrades. Any disks or manuals sent in for upgrade purposes WILL be reutmed with your order. Please <U* not send in any large or bulky manuals or we u ill have lo 

charge extra for return postage. 

Ml trademarks used in this advert are acknowledged. 

• ORDER BY PHONE: 0181-687 0040 • ORDER BY FAX: 0181-687 0490 • ORDER BY MAIL : CUT OUT OR COPY THE ORDER FORM AND SEND TO: 



AI.MATHERA, Southerton House. Boundary Business Court, 92-94 Church Road. Mitrham. Surra. CR4 3TD. England. 

■3^ "3*= 3*- ' 





Title: Initial(s): 

Address: .... 



.Surname; 



'•<•> 




VISA 



County Postcode/zip: Country: 

Daytime telephone: Evening telephone: 

CREDIT/DEBIT CARD No: 



IIHMIIIIHMItlHIIlMI ||» ft 



RRP £59.95 

Special Offer Price 
£44.95 




> 



Item 



EXPIRY DATE: 




: 




o 

o 



Cheque /Postal Order or Bankers Draft for £ 

I I Please send me your FREE catalogue 



Payable io Almaihera tyitaH I .Id. 

SWITCH ISSUE M'MBKR 



\i i 



Card Authorisation Signature 
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AUI Test Drive 




Mixing it with the Big Guys 

CONTINUED 

would have been wise to include 
more information on the principles 
and approaches to sound mixing. 
Some examples of connection 
methods would have also helped 
the novice user likely to buy this 
machine in getting the most out of 
the unit. 

Folio Lite lies flat on the desk - 
most users like a little tilt to the 
panel, so you'll need to prop it up 
with something. 

Mixers apply their own sonic 
perspective to the sounds that go 
through them. Musicians and 
sound engineers talk of "head 
room" and "space" being desirable 
features of a mixer. Not surprisingly 
for its size, the Folio Lite does have 
a slightly tight feel to the sound - 
but it's so slight, since the electron- 
ics are essentially the same as the 
higher Folio models, that you won't 
feel it until you've progressed onto 
the big models many years later. 



Soundcraft's Folio SI - Clean , crisp and doesn't interfere with sounds passed through. 



noticable to the first time user with 
a basic studio setup. There is room 
to expand, and when you finally 
outgrow it, Folio Lite will serve as 
an ideal studio submixer, drum 
mixer or even audio/video mixer. 






r-it Folio Lit' 



FEATURES 



PERFORMANCE 



ESHEEannai 



VALUE FOR MONEY 



85% 



91% 



76% 



83% 



Overall Rating 84% 



INFO 



Price: £311 

Soundcraft 

Harman International Industries 

Cranbourne House 

Cranboume Road, Potters Bar 

Herts. EN6 3JN 

Tel: 01707-665 000 



Mix Up 



The small but powerful box, well 
designed and with an excellent 
sound, is perfect for the home 
musician seeking a mixer to rest 
next to their Amiga. 

The price is equal to the sturdy, 
reliable quality, and the limited 
number of channels will be barely 



Spirit Folio Si 

Those with a few more wads of 
cash and more demands from their 
Amiga music studio ought to fix 
their gaze on this beauty - the Folio 
Si. 

Many like me would rather have 
a full 4-bus or 8-bus mixer (a pro- 
fessional level multi-track mixer) 



but realistically, even if we could 
afford it, we probably wouldn't 
really need the full capabilities of 
such a unit (we'd need a multi-track 
recorder to start with!). 

Synthesizer-based musicians 
become a tad frustrated with the 
trade-offs forced on them by tradi- 
tional mixers. Virtually all the 
channels are mono-only - requiring 
you to use up two channels simply 
to process a stereo synth sound. 
What we need is a stereo-chan- 
neled mixer with a few additional 
mono / mic source capabilities. 

The Folio Si meets that need 
admirably. It looks like the Folio 
Lite, only the larger panel face 
provides far more room for the 
channel control knobs and the slid- 
ing fader. That means there is less 
finger jamming knob twiddling. 

The eight stereo channels and 
two mono provide what would 
amount to 18 channels on an 
ordinary mixer. The two mono 
channels also have XLR mic jacks, 
with phantom power standing by. 

Each channel has three-band 
equalisation - high filter, low filter 
and a very important mid range 
tweaker. 

Folio Si is essentially the same 
in operation as the Folio Lite desk. 
Extra features include an input 
level switch to change between 
+4dBu and -10 dBV. a 100HZ Hi- 
pass filter to kill bass frequencies 
and reduce hum and microphone 



popping and an option to have the 
mixer rack mountable or with a 
moulded handle which stands the 
mixer on a slant. 

The construction of the Folio Si 
is consistent with Soundcraft's rep- 
utation for great-sounding mixers. 
It is clean and crisp and doesn't 
interfere with the sounds being 
passed through. Equalisation is 
very acceptable and responsive - 
returning exactly sounds I was 
after. 

If you have the money and 
envisage your Amiga studio grow- 
ing, or it is already sizable, then 
the Folio Si could well be a 
very desirable acquisition. AUI 




Spirit Roll 



FEATURES 



|.;.MH!H?LMJKTT 



VALUE FOR MONEY 



90% 



94% 



78% 



85°b 



Overall Rating 91% 



INFO 



Price: £524 

Soundcraft 

Harman International Industries 

Cranboume House 

Cranboume Road. Potters Bar 

Herts. EN6 3JN 

Tel: 01707-665 000 
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Hi© Limited 



The Storage and System L 



Specialist 



Tel +44 (0)181 909 2092 
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Multimedia PowerStation options for all Amigas 




PowerStation Specifications 

1. 200 Watt power supply for complete Power Systems. 

2. Good looking high quality steel construction. 

3. Five drive bays. Various mounting configurations. 

4. Ideal monitor stand and cables slide underneath. 

5. High Speed Squirrel SCSI2 interface from Htsoft. 

6. Dual speed, highly CD32 compatible CD-Rom drive. 

7. Power and Hard Drive LED's. 

8. Future expansion potential. 

9. Low cost when compared to single drive cases. 
lO.Mix CDRom and Amiga audio outputs thru speakers. 
11. Computer speed indicator, 2 speed switchable. 
12.DOES NOT VOID WARRANTY. 

Rave reviews in all Magazines 



To we 
VersidJl 




PowerStation Pack Prices 



Includes 2x SCSI CDRom • 


► Squirrel 


Stereo Speaker Version 


£329.95 


Desktop Version 


£299.95 


Tower Version 


£299.95 


Carriage 


£12.50 




PowerStation Case Prices 
Includes Internal Audio & SCSI Cables 
Stereo Speaker Version £129.95 

Desktop Version £99.95 

Tower Version £99.95 

Carriage £12.50 



The Greatest Drive 

Since the Model T Ford 




! Limited Supply! 

Internal Drive Unit 
650mb Cartridge 
External Case 



Well the wait is over and tne future has arrived in 
the shape of the new Panasonic PD System SCSI 
Optical drive. Th*s urvt is a Kytood 650mb. Quad 
speed CD-ROM and OptxaJ ReaaWVnte system. 
(Yes. you d*o" read that correct!) 
Now you can read all o* your favourite CD Titles at 
over 600kb per second and Dy purchasing the low 
cos! 650mb cartridges you have 650mb of storage 
space always on the line just like a conventional 
hard drive 

ie> 

£599.95 

£49.95 

£59.95 




inc Vat 
inc Vat 
Inc Vat 




Samsung New "M" Range Monitors 




The new Samsung "M' Range monitors are 
only for the serious Amiga User They work 
at above the frequency range of the Amigas 
so you need to run in Double Pal mode, but 
the display is the best you will see from the 
largest monitor maker in the world! 

IS" does not support DBLPal 
15 M Gle £329.95 15" Gli £399.95 

17" supports DBLPal 
17" Gli £649.95 17" Glsi £749.95 

P&P £12.50 

Soon to be made 
in the UK 





Squirrel 

SCSI IfttttfOCt 



. •iVT'V* <***'*** 



Need we lay More CS4.9S 'P&P 




Quad Speed versus Dual Speed (SCSI) CDROM drives 

Q. Is Quad Speed the Future? 

A. No, around the corner are thenew multi Gigabyte CDRom drives. 

Q. Is the extra speed useful 

A. In some circumstances, but most CDRoms developed to run In Dual 

speed. 
Q. What about very high quality video 4-$00kb / sec. 
A. Yes. 15 minutes worth. All Video setup for 1 50kb/s for 70 minutes. 
O. What do HIQ know about It anyway? 



A. See the MuliiMedia CDRoms we develop for companies like Samsung. 




!! HiQ STAR BUYS !! 
A1200 420mblDE 
Only £129.95 
A1200 540mblDE 
Only £149.95 
A 1200 850mb IDE 
Only £199.95 

All drives formatted, .md Magic workbench plus PD Software 
installed. Free fitting few persona] callers 

A1200 Cable Pack £20.00 

SCSI 3.5" Drives 

Quantum 540mb FireBall 
Quantum 730mb Lightning 
Micropenis 2.1gb AV drive 



£189.95 
£229.95 
£829.95 



Coming Very Soon (August) 

Full blown S-Video quality digital 

Video Recording, Editing and 
Playback system for PowerStation 

users only. 

Features: 

Digital SVHS/Comp recording 

Encoded SVHS/Comp Video Output 

Full Digital Video Editing software includes 

many high quality DVE effects 

Upgrades Processing power 

16 bit Audio recording and Playback 

Includes Mpeg playback facility 

Mpeg file creation software included 

1024 x 768 16bit colour display 

Add Panasonic PD drive for instant studio. 

Prices from approximately £1,500.00 



Hi-Fi Quality Active Stereo Speakers 

(Suits all Amigas) 



Specifications: 

1. 80 watt Active Stereo 

2. Built in Amplifier. 

3. Colour matched. 

4. Volume, Bass and Treble. 

5. Excellent Bass Response. 

Price Only £49.95 P&P £7.00 



't 



All Prices Include Vat 

HiQ Ltd, 176 Kenton Lane, Harrow, Middx, HA3 8SU 
EMail address:- CompuServe 100432,711 



VISA 




FAX 1 8 1 909 3885 



TEL 0181 9()9 2092 



AUI Test Drive 




Andv Eskelson tests out the 

Panasonic LFIOOOE CD ROM 

Drive, But he finds it's no 

ordinar y addition to the 

Amiga's CD armour y. 




STOP! Before you turn the page, 
thinking 'Not another CD Drive 
review' read, this drive is a 
little bit special. It has a dual mode, the 
first is as a CD ROM drive, and the 
second is as an Optical drive capable 
of storing 650Mb of data on remov- 
able cartridges, at a cost of about 6 
pence per megabyte. 

The drive is a SCSI II device, 
which is good news for owners of high 
performance interfaces. It comes in 
two styles, internal fitted and as an 
external unit. The unit that most peo- 
ple will encounter is the internal. 

Installation 

Physically the LF1 000E is a standard 
5.25 inch half height form factor drive, 
which means, unsurprisingly, it will fit 
into a standard 5.25 inch drive bay. 
Now here is my first warning. If you 
choose to fit this into an A4000 as I 
have done, space is very, very tight. 
The drive does fit without any prob- 
lem, but the power connectors on the 
back can foul against other power 
connectors or the back of the power 
unit. I overcame this problem (just) by 
selecting right angle power connec- 
tors which are somewhat shorter than 
the normal connectors. 

Installation consists of setting the 
correct jumpers, to give you a unique 
SCSI device and select- 
ing the termination 
options. Con- 
necting the 
Power. Audio 
and SCSI 
cable is just 
a matter of 
plugging 
the cables 
into the cor- 
rect connec- 
tors. 

You 

also 

need to 

s e t 

your 

SCSI 

controller to 

look for multiple 

LUNs (Logical Unit 




Numbers). The drive is set up so that 
LUN is the optical storage and LUN 
1 is the CD ROM. 

The documentation provided with 
the drive is rather sparse, fortunately 
the supplier (Brian Fowler Comput- 
ers) was very helpful and was able to 
provide the necessary spec sheets. 
What documentation there is relates 
to the PC and the Mac. The technical 
information just was not in the hand- 
book. This is a pity, as it is only a page 
or two. and would have made installa- 
tion much easier. 



The LF 1 000 is a dual media drive, and 
as such the loading of the disks is 
slightly different for other players. This 
difference is due to the optical storage 
cartridges (Panasonic LM-R650J PD 
Cartridges, to be precise), which are 
best described as giant versions of a 
3.5 inch floppy disk. They measure 



Connecting the 
Power, Audio and 
SCSI cable is just a 
matter of plugging 
the cables into the 
correct connectors. 



122mm by 133mm by 7mm thick, and 
they have a sliding shutter to protect 
the surface of the optical media. 

The LF 1 000 has a motorised load- 
ing tray much like other CD ROM 
drives, but it is quite deep to accom- 
modate the PD cartridges. If you are 
using a CD ROM then this just drops 
into the tray as is. However, as the 
tray has deep sides, it is not possible 
to remove the disk by picking it up by 
the edges on either side. Removal is 
very easy, just a little different. You 
put your forefinger in the centre hole 
and grip the front edge with your thumb 
and lift the CD out. I find this method 
just as easy as the more standard 
method. 




The half 



The optical storage side of this drive is 
standard SCSI and you only need to set 
up the drive type. My second warning is 
that the Amiga HDtoolbox does NOT 
understand optical storage devices. DO 
NOT ATTEMPT TO LOW LEVEL FOR- 
MAT an optical cartridge or you will 
destroy it, as I found out to my cost. If 
you try to read the device information 
form the drive, you will normally get an 
error. HD toolbox cannot cope with the 
drive information. You need to set up a 
drive type manually, the settings that 

HD toolbox cannot 

cope with the drive 

information. You 

need to set up a 

drive type manually. 

worked for me were: 
FileName: drive definitions 
Manufacturers Name: Panasoni 
Cylinders: 20289 
Heads: 1 

Blocks Per Track: 64 
Blocks Per Cylinder: 64 
Supports Reselection: NOT 
checkmarked 



and half drive. 

I find that inserting the optical car- 
tridge into the drive and then perform- 
ing a warm boot ensures that the 
Optical storage device is correctly 
mounted and allows the cartridges to 
be changed as required without any 
problems. 

You need a CD ROM driver pro- 
gram. I installed AmiCDROM which is 
available from AmiNet and the PD 
libraries. Installation is just a matter of 
copying the driver into L: and setting 
up a device mountlist in Devs/ 
DOSdrivers. 

The only thing that I have not 
found is a compatible audio disc player. 
However, as I have not tried every- 
thing that is available as yet. I'm sure 
that it is only a matter of time before I 
discover a compatible audio disc 
player. 

Performance 

The performance of this system is 
very good. But you do have to under- 
stand exactly what you have. The CD 
ROM is a very good unit, offering 4X 
speed over the standard type. The 
Optical cartridge is somewhat faster, 
however, all the specs are quoted as 
READ speeds. The disk media is a 
phase change device, and as such 
the write speeds are very slow. It 
takes a couple of hours to format a 
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cartridge. Here is what the Spec states: 
Access time 

95mS(CD) 165mS (Optical) 

Data Transfer Rate 

150-600Kb/sec{CD) 

518-1 141 Kb/sec (Optical) 
Burst Rate 

2.8Mb/sec (CD) 

3.3-5.0Mb/sec (Optical) 
Power requirements 
+5V @ 1.4A and +12V 
0.7A 

I found that copying a 
large text file of 49471 48 
bytes (The Bible from 
CDPD 3) into the Ram: 
disk took between 9 and 
10 seconds which is be- 
tween 549K/sec and 495K/sec 
which stacks up very well against the 
stated specification. The performance 
of the Optical cartridge was checked 
using Diskspeed 4.1 The results are 
interesting. 

Optical Cartridge Results 

Testing directory manipulation speed. 
File Create: 250 files/sec 
File Open: 143 files/sec 
Directory Scan: 21 files/sec 
File Delete: 44 files/sec 
Seek/Read: 1209 seeks/sec 
Buffer: 262144 4096 32768 
262144 bytes 

Create file: 231524 64267 
1 50858 226866 bytes/sec 
Write to file: 302636 58866 
173626 302706 bytes/sec 
Read from file: 650158 112499 
325079 650158 bytes/sec 





of 9mS and 

the Optical 

drive is 

quoted as 

1 65mS 

which 

makes the 

IDE drive 18 

times faster. 

this will be very 

significant when lots 

of small files are involved. 

When large buffers are used, the 
Optical drive outperforms the IDE drive 
for file operations. For a 32K buffer the 
Optical drive loses out for the Write to 
file operations. Using a small buffer 
shows that the IDE is better all round 
between 25-50%. 

The directory manipulation speed 
is quite poor for the Optical system, 
but only one area is significant and 
that is the Directory Scan. This will 
limit the speed of finding files on the 
cartridge. A good directory cache pro- 
gram would significantly improve this 
aspect of the system. The other ar- 
eas that show poor results all in- 
volve a directory scan. The file 
open is almost as good as a 
standard IDE. 

Conclusion 



JVM fonuMt - lowering the cost 



For comparison here are the results 

for the standard IDE drive 

Testing directory manipulation 

speed. 

File Create: 45 frfes/sec 

File Open: 141 files/sec 

Directory Scan: 2199 files^sec 

File Delete: 300 files/sec 

Seek/Read: 1410 seeks/ sec 

Buffer: 262144 4096 32768 

262144 bytes 

Create file: 170926 98383 

140501 171410 bytes/sec 

Write to file: 250495 127680 



210051 250077 bytes/sec 

Read from file: 342671 177245 

301521 345456 bytes/sec 

None of the tests utilises the burst 
mode of operation, but the results do 
show where the PD system is faster 
than the normal IDE and where it is 
slower. 

The A4000 that I am using is fitted 
with the 40Mhz Warp accelerator, with 

8Mb of local Memory. The IDE drive is 
as standard. All drives were formatted 
as FFS only. It is worth remembering 
that the IDE drive has an access time 



The LF 1000 is signifi- 
cant for economy as 
it gives the user two 
devices in one. The 
cost of purchasing a CD ROM 

drive, and an optical storage device is 

greater than the cost of the LF1000. 

Add to this the cost of the 

cartridges compared to the 

cost of additional hard 

drive capacity, the ap- 
parently high initial cost 

of the LF1000 becomes' 

then very reasonable 

AUI 






Panasonic LFIOOOE 



PERFORMANCE 



SPEED 



EASE OF USE 



DOCUMENTATION 



VALUE FOR MONEY 



80% 



85% 



90% 



50% 



80% 



Overall Rating 77% 




A deep motorised loading tray for special catrtdges. 



Price: LF1 000 £470 

Price: 650Mb Cart £39 

Contact: 

Brian Fowler Computers Ltd 

11 North Street 

Exeter, Devon 

EX4 3QS 

Tel (01392) 499755 

Fax (01392) 423480 
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AUI Field Report 




At Eureka!, the Museum for 
Children in Halifax, the 
first impression was that 
children were trying their 
best to destroy the exhibits, while 
museum staff, in their 'enabler' t- 
shirts, looked on benignly. In one 
section children were climbing over 
giant, working telephones, in 
another they were trying to break 
into the vault of a life-size bank 
without triggering the alarm, while 
upstairs they were whizzing round 




Michael Rumbelow 
reports on a museum that 

is using Amiqas 
to break the mould off the 

conventional. 




Above: The specially built Eureka! building. Above right: Small kids!. .Big Tongue! 



UK learning from foreign funsters 

Eureka!, funded largely by benefactor Vivien Duffietd and opened 
by Prince Charles in 1992, is one of a new breed of successful 'hands- 
on' museums designed to be fun, more like indoor adventure 
playgrounds than the dusty museums of old. 

In the UK. this is still quite a new concept. Traditionally, British 
museums have always been more like graveyards of knowledge, with 
once lively ideas entombed in glass cases. In the old days usually the 
only 'hands-on learning experience' was the back of your dad's hand, 
hard, on the side of your head. But in other countries, where children 
have historically been allowed and even encouraged to enjoy them- 
selves, hands-on children's museums are nothing new. Brooklyn in 
New York has had one since the last century, for instance, and nowa- 
days most decent-sized US towns have one open or under 
development. France has the successful Inventorium children's 
museum near Paris and Venezuela has the thriving Museo de los 
Ninos in Caracas. 

In the past five years or so several British museums have at last 
cottoned on to this successful combination of fun, education and busi- 
ness and they have designed or re-designed sections specifically for 
children's enjoyment. Such as the LaunchPad at the Science museum 
in London, for instance, the Exploratory in Bristol or, most impressively 
of all, the purpose-built Eureka! Museum for Children in Halifax. 




in wheelchairs and on crutches 
playing basketball. And in the 
'Dreams' section and the special 
theatre, children are free to play 
unaccompanied with some of the 
most advanced, helmet-free inter- 
active virtual reality systems in the 
world, run, - surprise! surprise! - on 
Amigas. 

David Leon, marketing manager 
at Eureka!, told me about Britain's 
first purpose-built hands-on chil- 
dren's museum and its innovative 
use of the Amiga and Dean 
Friedman's InVideo virtual reality 
system. 

Hands-On 

The philosophy behind Eureka! 
is to educate through interactive, 
hands-on experience. One of 
the most noticeable and pleas- 
ent things about Eureka! is the 
absence of any signs saying 
'Do Not Touch', 'Do Not Climb 
On' or 'Please Read Instruc- 
tions'. Because of this hands-on, 
laissez-faire policy, exhibits have to 
be built to withstand a lot of physi- 
cal punishment from sometimes 
highly excited and impatient 
children. 

David Leon explained that this 
was one of the biggest challenges 
of running Eureka!. There are six 
full-time maintenance engineers 
and they are constantly redecorat- 
ing and repairing exhibits in time 



for the next day's opening. And 
because designers always seem to 
underestimate just how violent chil- 
dren can be, they are now normally 
told to take their estimate of the 
physical stress an exhibit will 
receive and multiply it by ten. 

Physical 
Punishment 

Even while I was there, we 
found someone had managed to 
start exploring the innards of 
a Light Harp. And particularly 
poignant was a solitary forlorn- 
looking Apple Mac, running a 'Let's 
talk about Smoking' program, its 
mouse long-since broken by 
hyperactive clicking and pointing. 
Computers, especially, at Eureka! 
have to be very robustly housed. 
This is one reason why the Amiga- 
based InVideo system is suitable, 
because there is no input device 
with moving parts like a mouse or 
keyboard - it's all done via video. 

Eureka! is organised into three 
sections: 'Me and My Body', 
'Living and Working Together', and 
'Invent, Create, Communicate!'. 

The three sections encourage 
children's awareness of the body, 
the community and the world 
respectively, becoming progres- 
sively more sophisticated. Not 
many of the children follow this 
plan consciously, but it doesn't 
seem to matter. 

Giant Tongues 

'Me and my Body' includes giant 
tongues, a huge mouth to climb 
inside featuring a loose tooth to 
wobble, a heart rate monitor and 
various other ingenious hands-on 
exhibits, plus a child-size robot 
guide called Scoot who you can 
talk to, (Well, it's actually someone 
behind the wall with a two-way 
radio, but who's to know). 

'Living and Working Together' 
features a DIY recycling room and 
several 'real life' settings to play 
at being a postman, garage mec- 
hanic etc. and learn something 
about what they do at the same 
time. 

Invent, Create, Communicate!' 
is where most of the computers 
are, letting you play with e-mail or 
DTP and there is also a fully func- 
tional TV studio plus a range of 
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interconnected telephones you can 
talk on. 

Next door to the TV studio is 
the 'Music Box' with a collection of 
Dean Friedman's interactive elec- 
tronic instruments, such as the 
Boing-D-Boing* and the Tone 
Stones' - stepping stones which 
light up and make a sound when 
you step on them. 

Then, lastly, but probably best, 
there is the 'Dreams' exhibit, in the 
bedroom of the house in the 'Living 
and Working Together' section. 
This explores the nature and 
power of dreams, both good and 
bad. There are several parts to it, 
including a dark mirror-walled tun- 
nel which makes it seem you're 



bounce up off your hands. The illu- 
sion of virtual reality is surprisingly 
quite powerful. 

Despite the fact that the graph- 
ics are simple and you know you 
are just watching a monitor, there's 
an instinctive identification with 
your image on screen - a sense 
that it's 'you', much more powerful 
than with a joystick or mouse-con- 
trolled figure. 

AirPaint 

In the special theatre down- 
stairs there is a more powerful 
version of InVideo connected to an 
A3000, with a video projector 





standing in the middle of a void 
and a monster that eats your bad 
dreams which you write down and 
feed it. But the centrepiece is Dean 
Friedman's InVideo installation: 
Dean's Dreams'. 

Dean's Amiga 
Dreams 

'Dean's Dreams' consists of a 
video camera, a TV screen and a 
hidden Amiga 2500. You stand 
against a white wall and your 
image (albert in one-bit colour in 
this version) comes up on a large 
TV screen. Then, to a guiding 
voice-over by Dean Friedman, you 
see yourself superimposed on a 
series of backgrounds. Sky, for 
instance, with fluffy clouds zipping 
by. And balloons floating up which 
you can pop with your fingers, 
naking a satisfying bang. 

You can be under the sea with 
*ish and crabs swimming by, that 
wriggle or dart away when you 
touch them, or in a rainstorm with 
cats and dogs dropping down that 



instead of a monitor. This projects 
your image in full colour and as 
well as 'Dreams', also features 
'AirPaint' - which lets you dip your 
hand in an on-screen ink-well and 
paint by moving your hand around. 
Or alternatively you can paint with 
your whole body by leaving a trail 
of your image in a chosen colour 
on screen. And there are also sev- 
eral educational games you can 
play with numbers, letters and 
shapes, turning the letter A into an 
Apple by touching it for instance. 
Because there are no moving parts 
and it's all done with light and video 
- with the computer safely tucked 
away - there is very little chance of 
it ever being damaged by over- 
boisterous use. The Amiga-based 
system is undoubtedly one of the 
most innovative and imaginative 
exhibits at the museum. 

SoundBeams 

In a similar vein of non-contact 
interactivity, Eureka! also uses 
four Soundbeams in the theatre. 
These are small boxes which pro- 




To anyone who regularly 
watches the Big Break 
fast on Channel Four, 
Dean Friedman recently 
became a household name as 
a popstar. Co-presenter, Gaby 
Roslin confessed on the show 
last year that she had always 
had a soft spot for the American 
singer since his one UK-hit song 
'Lucky Stars' hit the charts In 
1978. Soon dozens of other 
Friedman fans started coming 
out of the closet and writing in to 
the show to express their feel- 
ings for him. Eventually Dean 
himself got wind of the clamour 
for a comeback. In answer to 
this, for once genuine "public 
demand" Dean Friedman recent- 
ly flew over from America, to play 
a duet of 'Lucky Stars' with Gaby 
on the show and perform a 
series of successful concerts in 
London. 

So what's that got to do with 
the Amiga users of the world? 
Since his 78 hit, Friedman's 
interests have branched out from 
pop music to embrace multime- 
dia. In the late eighties he devel- 
oped one of the most innovative 
and successful interactive virtual 
reality systems in the world: 
InVideo. based on an Amiga with 
a customised video digitising 
board and a video camera. 

Now installed in 
childrens' muse- 
ums and various 
public entertain- 
ment venues in the 
US and around the 
world, the InVideo 
system is one of 
the showpieces of 
the Eureka! Child- _ 

ren's museum in 
Halifax in York- 
shire, and the Amiga-based sys- 
tem may soon be commisioned 
by the Science Museum in 
London, too. 

As a sideline Friedman's 
company make a set of bizarre 
interactive musical instruments 
for children, also installed in chil- 



dren's museums and similar 
places. These 'Musical Atrium' 
instruments range from the 
HonkBlatt, a set of stools which 
sound huge trumpets when you 
sit down on them, to the Light 
Harp, a harp with light beams 
instead of strings. 

How old are you? 

Thirty-nine, rapidly approach- 
ing forty in a couple of weeks.' 

Where are you normally based 
nowadays? 

I live and work in Peekskill, 
New York, that's about an hour 
north of New York City, right on 
the Hudson river.' 

What's your main occupation 
now? 

'I'm a multimedia maniac. 
And I say that because I definite- 
ly more and more see myself as 
a multimedia man. Because my 
day and interests run the gamut, 
from programming software, to 
animating our InVideo games or 
interactive applications, to pro- 
ducing video material for use in 
those environments, to fabricat- 
ing and sculpting the housings 
and the shapes for our Musical 




Left. Dean Friedman, likes to keep well-informed about 
the Amiga Right: Hey. we're on telly. 



Atrium instruments, to doing the 
music and the soundtracks for 
games or for TV or film, or to 
coming over here to get up on 
stage and play in London. So 
multimedia sums it all up - it's 
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ject invisible ultrasonic beams 
across a space and can detect 
when and at what distance the 
beam is broken very precisely. 
They convert this information into a 
MIDI signal which can then be 
processed by a synthesiser or 
computer lo trigger any number of 
sounds or effects. So you can play 
a tune by moving your hand about 
in the air. for example, or by 
dancing through various beams. 




The giant Music Box. 




Bang goes that dream. 

Below: An abstract work In AlrPalnt. 




The latest project Leon is involved 
in is a Virtual Treasure Hunt'. 
where several beams are finely 
focussed onto a set region of 
space m a room • say. a football- 
sized space at head height - and 
the game is to find the space by 
moving around. 

Phase 2 of Eureka's expansion 
will involve converting a similar- 



Visiting 



The soundbeams and A3000 
InVideo system in the theatre 
are available only on certain 
days. If you are planning to visit 
Eureka! especially for these, 
telephone 01422 330069 bef- 
orehand to confirm when they 
will be running. 



sized derelict train shed next door 
into a museum for slightly older 
children, teenagers and adults and 
will probably involve even more 
computer-based technology. The 
Amiga, if 

nothing else is an innately 
enjoyable, hands-on computer. It is 
ideal for the interactive, multimedia 
applications for which it is being 
used for at Eureka! and other simi- 
lar places of entertainment - sorry, 
museums - around the world. 



INFO 



For more information 

call the 24 hour recorded 

information line on 

01426 983191. 



audio, it's video, it's software, all 
kinds of media production. The 
trick is trying to find the time to do 
all that/ 

From a background as a suc- 
cessful musician, how did you 
come to be interested in multi- 
media ? 

'Well, it was via synthesisers. I 
saw some early demonstrations of 
the Synclavier in the early eight- 
ies, and this was pre-MIDI. before 
MIDI impacted on recording and 
music production in eighty-three. 
And I was really blown away by its 
power, and so spent time becom- 
ing versed on this system. And 
then I was asked to author what 
became the first consumer guide 
to synthesisers, The Complete 
Guide to Synthesizers. Seque- 
ncers and Drum Machines', pub- 
lished by Music Sales. 

Fortuitously it was written in 
eighty-three, which was just as all 
these things came on line, just as 
MIDI hit the streets, 
as well as the classic 
synths like the DX-7 
and the first synthe- 
sisers to incorpor 
ate MIDI and drum 
machines, and some 
of the early seque- 
ncers. So I got in on 
the ground floor as it 
was all evolving. And over time I 
started doing a lot of reviewing 
and writing, and wrote another 
best-selling synthesiser text-book 
called 'Synthesiser Basics' that 
was used by universities around 
the world.* 

'And then I woke up one day 
realising that I was computer-liter- 
ate without ever owning a comput- 
er when it finally dawned on me 
that all a synthesiser was was a 
computer hidden inside a key- 
board. That all the logic and pro- 
gramming was identical, just that 
it didn't have an alpha-numeric 
keyboard. And so I went out to get 
a computer to do music sequenc- 
ing on. 

This was early on in the game 
so it was sort of a toss-up bet- 
ween the IBM, the Mac, the Atari 
and the Amiga. To me they were 
all more or less on an equal foot- 
ing, and frankly I didn't like the 
keyboards on the other machines. 
The only reason I bought an 
Amiga was because l liked the 
keyboard, the feel of it. 

So I brought it home and I was 
just amazed and blown away to 
discover that it was this powerful, 
incredible graphics machine - with 
audio too. This was eighty-five, so 



The only 
reason I bought 

an Amiga was 
because I liked 

the keyboard 



I got one of the first A1000s, and 
just became a die-hard Amiga 
maniac from that point on. 

At the time I was doing sound- 
track work for the Central TV 
series Boon' and the occasio- 
nal low-budget horror-flick, and 
reviewing software. Then using 
some off-the-shelf package on the 
Amiga I designed the first virtual 
reality kids' game for TV called 
Eat-a-bug' for Nickelodeon [the 
number one cable children's 
channel in the States] and it was a 
big hit, and that's really what start- 
ed it off. 

'We started doing these virtu- 
al reality Amiga-based games and 
games systems for leading chil- 
dren's museums and science 
museums, arcades, theme parks 
and television around the world. 
We call it InVideo because we put 
people inside a video game, it's a 
camera-based form of VR. And 
we've done it for Walt Disney 
World down in Florida, for 
BlockBusters, Golf-and-Games. 
Nickelodeon TV, Fuji 
Television and major 
museums around 
the world. We're just 
doing more and 
more of it, it really 
exploded. 

'At the same time 
because of my back- 
ground in music on a 
parallel track we started develop- 
ing interactive music exhibitons 
and attractions for the same mar- 
kets - for museums and arcades - 
and we've been shipping Boobies 
and HonkBlatts and Boing-D- 
Boings and Tone Stones all over 
the world as well.' 




Anyone want to be on BeeWatch . ? 

What's the connection between 
InVideo and Mandala? 

Mandala is a similar technol- 
ogy. When I first started out, I 
wrote one of the first articles about 
Mandala and used it to do my first 
few projects. But then, working 
with programmers in California 
and New York, we developed an 
in-house authoring system that 
we believe to be...uhh..you 
know... 
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WE'VE DONE IT AGAIN 



WE HAVE THE BUYING POWER TO MAKE IT ALL POSSIBLE 



THIS ONE IS A LIMITED QUANTITY - 
NOT TO BE MISSED AT THIS PRICE 



THE AMAZING CAMBRIDGE 
Z88 LAPTOP COMPUTER 




THE CAMBRIDGE Z88 lap-top computer with 32K built-in 
memory, is one of the most portable, low cost, comprehen- 
sive computers ever designed 

Easy to operate, the go-anywhere CAMBRIDGE Z88 provides 
a wide range of features without daunting the entry-level 
owner 

The ingenious word-processing/spreadsheet package lists 
all commands in the menu for easy of use. while a page map 
outlines the text you are working on for quick reference. 

On the Cambridge Z88 you can also create directories, sort 
into alphabetical order and work with as many suspended 
activities as you like 

Idea for home or business use. data on the A4 sized lap-top 
can be transferred to and from IBM compatibles PCs, Apple 
Macintosh computers and output onto any standard printer. 

The 32K built-in memory allows up to 20 pages of text or 
130 lines in any one document There is the option to 
expand the memory up to 3 Megabytes and store it on 
Eprom back-up packs. 

Comes complete with wordprocessor, spreadsheet. BASIC, 
calculator, diary, calendar, clock alarm, and printer editor 



OUR CRAZY, NEVER TO BE REPEATED PRICE 
NORMAL SELLING PRICE £189.99 

+ £8.00 SECURICOR NEXT DAY DELIVERY 

I YEARS GUARANTEE 




TO CONNECT TO YOUR AMIGA FOR 
PORTABLE COMPUTING 




512K RAM PACK 
1 MEG RAM PACK 
128K EPROM PACK 
25K EPROM PACK 
PC LINK 5.25 



NOW ONLY £41.99! 
NOW ONLY £61.99! 

NOW ONLY £11.99! 
NOW ONLY £19.99! 
NOW ONLY £12.99! 



Z88 TO MAC 
BBC LINK 
MAINS ADAPTOR 
EPROM ERASER 
CARRY CASE 



NOW ONLY £11.99! 
NOW ONLY £11.99! 
NOW ONLY £5.99! 
NOW ONLY £19.99! 
NOW ONLY £11.99! 



WHY SPEND HUNDREDS 
OF POUNDS? 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AT 1 7.5% AND 

EXCLUDE DELIVERY AT £8.00 + VAT @ 1 7.5% 

WE ACCEPT VISA. MASTERCARD. BARCLAYCARD, CASH 

CHEQUES. PHONE NOW FOR INSTANT DELIVERY 



UNIVERSAL TRADE 

UNIVERSAL HOUSE 

TERN VALLEY BUSINESS PARK 

MARKET DRAYTON 

SHROPSHIRE 

T19 3SQ 



01630 655099 / 655801 / 655797 
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Superior? 



Yeah..well...you know.. .that do- 
esn't even need to be said. It's a 
similar technology, so it's compa- 
rable. But we don't use Mandala 
any longer.* 

The InVideo system uses a 
video camera and an Amiga, what 
other hardware is involved? 

There's a live video digitising 
board that takes the video camera 
input and then enables the Amiga 
to track the silhouette of the player. 
So we're using edge collision 



motion. The result is that it offers 
the opportunity to play very physi- 
cally challenging and aerobic 
games, and lends itself perfectly to 
sports simulations. 

Like volleyball. Our virtual vol- 
leyball game has up to six to eight 
people at a time - four on a side - 
playing volleyball against each 
other in a virtual world. On a virtu- 
al beach with a virtual net, and a 
virtual ball. It's great fun and it's 
participatory. And over other forms 
of VR - helmet-based or cabin- 
based, for instance - it offers a lot 
of benefits. It's safe, hygenic, com- 






So the software that we're 
developing and the lessons that 
we're learning about ergonomics 
and interpreting human gesture 
and human behaviour and body 
movement and the ways in which 
the software responds to that 
behaviour - those are lessons that 
are just scratching the surface in 
terms of what those smart video- 
phones or set-top boxes will be 
able to do in the not too distant 
future. So ultimately we envision 
being able to deliver our content 
down the Internet along with 
everybody else. So that people 
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From left to right: Yummy, a nice juicy gnat, but look out for that killer beet: Eat-a-bug. The Booble: Toot! Zing! Honk! Whistle! Quack!: Honk. Honk. Honk. 
Honk. Honk, Honk, Honk, Honk. Honk: Smooooke on the Waaaater' - a Bolng-D-Boing. 



detection and object collision 
detection to enable a person to 
reach up and grab an object and 
have the software recognise that 
that collision has occurred.* 

It's used not only in entertain- 
ment but also in business presen- 
tations and the like. I think that it's 
most important, non-entertainment 
applications though are going to 
be in the health field and the fit- 
ness field. We get a lot of inquiries 
from paediatric hospitals and 
re-habilitation centres because 
InVideo represents a non-encum- 
bered, uninvasive way of commu- 
nicating with a system. And it also 
promotes and motivates physical 
movement and gesture. So if 
someone needs to increase the 
range of motion in their arm or 
needs to exercise to be able to lift 
their arm higher, 

InVideo offers a diagnostic and 
rehabilitative tool that doesn't 
require an attendant, or a helmet, 
or any peripherals and is innately 
fun and compelling, particularly for 
kids Not just for kids, adults as 
well. It offers a rehabilitative tool 
that I think has a lot of promise for 
the medical field. 

And then there's the whole fit- 
ness community. It's very aerobic - 
we did a virtual volleyball game 
that's touring the country We've 
reproduced it several times for the 
Museum of Science in Boston, the 
Museum of Science and Industry 
in Chicago and the Museum of 
Science and Discovery in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida. The nature of 
the interlace, because it's unen- 
cumbered, gives you freedom of 
movement and free range of 



fortable. it offers ease-of-access 
and maximum throughput. 

You can't put a helmet on a 
five-year old kid. With InVideo, 
even a three year old child can 
walk in, unattended, to play a 
game and have a great time. 
That's why InVideo is finding its 
way into the kinds of public venues 
where helmet-based systems 
have a place, but just can't match 
InVideo in terms of ease of use, 
comfort and multiple access. All 
those attributes are what make it a 
powerful form of not just entertain- 
ment but an interactive media 
tool.' 

To use the InVideo system what 
sort of system do you need? 

'Well, at the moment we don't 
sell developer's kits so we don't 
view it at a consumer product...' 

Any chance of a consumer- 
aimed product? 

'Well, absolutely. Essentially 
one way to look at InVideo is sim- 
ply as a system that refines the 
eyes of a computer, because all it 
is, is a video camera attached to a 
microprocessor, with algorithms 
for interpreting what the camera 
sees. And it doesn't take a lot of 
imagination to realise that at some 
point in the near future, every 
video phone in every home on 
the planet will incorporate a 
video camera attached to a PC 
[Friedman uses the term in the bib- 
lical sense of personal computer]. 
That being the case, those will ail 
be miniature InVideo systems. 



can play InVideo games in their 
homes.' 

Are there any plans to incorpo- 
rate 3D techniques in InVideo? 

'Oh sure, we always have an 
eye on those sort of techniques 
and imaging processes and that 
will clearly be in InVideo's future. 
Everyone - even the helmet-based 
VR manufacturers, if you press 
them - will acknowledge that our 
common goal is the Holodeck on 
the USS Enterprise. Where you 
walk into a space and it becomes 
a virtual reality, without having to 
don a helmet, or gloves or glasses 
- you become immersed. If that 
means that imaging devices and 
imaging systems have to mature 
to the point where we have immer- 
sive digital holographic display 
systems then that will be part of 
the evolutionary path of InVideo.' 

Are there any other kinds of 
interactive interfaces around at the 
moment which you are interested 
in developing? 

The Music Atrium intruments 
represent a whole array of different 
kinds of interactive applications 
and we're working with museums 
all over the world designing differ- 
ent types of play and learning 
experiences. I'm here this week 
in meetings with the Science 
Museum of London, and we just 
designed an interactive music 
band-in-the-box kiosk which pro- 
vides a friendly user interface for a 
very complex and powerful music 
random pattern generator. So I'm 
interested in offering people who 
might not necessarily have a lot of 



computer experience the opportu- 
nity to have the kind of fun that 
computer experts have with com- 
puters by just simplifying the inter- 
face and giving them the access to 
all that kind of exciting power.' 

How would you like to see your 
work with In Video develop? 

'We continue to make inroads 
in major entertainment venues 
around the world and it continues 
to prove itself to be a compelling 
and successful attraction: people 
love it. There is still a learning 
curve that we have to walk the 
public through to educate tham as 
to the broad definition of virtual 
reality. Because there are a lot of 
people who still think that VR is 
just a helmet-based system. Of 
course, as soon as they play 
InVideo thay realise that clearly 
InVideo is a powerful form of VR 
with a lot of advantages over the 
helmet. And so that's a process 
that's ongoing, and the media is 
starting to understand that and 
acknowledge it; and the venues 
that are incorporating our systems 
into their complexes are fully 
appreciating that. So we just con- 
tinue in that direction. 

Ultimately our goal is to estab- 
lish an installed user-base of tens 
of thousands of installed systems 
and then concentrate rather than 
being hardware manufacturers, on 
the content, the software. Because 
we ultimately see ourselves as 
being interactive film-makers. And 
I think the future of virtual reality is 
essentially that: the production of 
interactive film and interactive 
entertaimnments and interactive 
media. What we're doing now in 
InVideo are preliminary steps 
towards that goal.' 

So with Dean Friedman's 
InVideo system, we may yet see 
an Amiga in the Science Museum, 
as something more than just an 
exhibit in the History of Computers 
section. AUI 




For more information about 

InVideo and Dean Friedman's 

other multimedia activities, 

you can contact him at:: 

InVideo Systems 
7 Corporate Drive 

Peekskill 

NY 10566 
USA 

Tel.: (914) 736 3600 
Fax:(914)739 2986 
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Features: 



Separate Y-C and Composite inputs and outputs 

Simultaneous output of both Y-C and Composite 
format video 

RGBa throughport 

Professional sliders for graphics dissolve and 
output fade to black 

Designed with the acclaimed 1452 - 01 custom 
genlock chip 

Separate Power Supply 



also available :- 



Camcorder User " GOLD" award June 1995 



Lola Marketing Limited 

Market Harborough 

Leicestershire 

LE16 7DS 

Tel: (01858)433501 

Fax: (01858)880182 



L1500 Professional Composite Genlock 

L4020 Video Options Card for Amiga 4000 
L500 Entry Level composite Genlock 
L520 TV modulator for A500 



All products designed and manufatutured in U.K. 



£176.25 

£150.00 

£69.00 

£34.00 
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We provide effective solutioi 
demanding time scales and 
budgets. Applying flexible 
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retirements. Working in the 

following areas; 

3D modelling & animation 
Archiiccturul/Produci Visualisation 
"Multimedia/Conference Displays 
mage Processing & 2D Animation 
*'■ »rld Wide Web page desij 
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loui prints. 




.-(01633)613300 Fax:(01633)601808 E-Mail: mark@vsi.celtic.co.uk 
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Subscribe to AUI for a year and not only will you have your 
own personal copy delivered direct to your door but we wil 
also send you Touring Car Challenge (worth £24.95) absolui 
ly free. ^^ 
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Touring Car Challenge is I. 
management simulation, 
sport will be tested in this addic 
playable game. 



lowing car 
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O Start with any off the championship teams (all 
teams, including current champions ■ 
(Alfa Romeo) 

O Sign any of the world's famous drivers, a 
with differing driving styles 

O Make wing settings, choose tyre 
compounds, develop your engines, 
sign manufacturers 

O Stunning race events include qualify 
ing, crashes, spins, car failures, 
stop/go penalties, weather changes 
and pitstops 



O Weather 
forecasts, wet race 
lap records, news 
reports 

O Striking graphics 
and realistic sound 
effects 

O 1 -4 players, 3 
difficulty levels, 
the ultimate 
Touring Car 
Challenge 
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AUI Hard Copy 



Mastering Amiga 

Programming 

Edmund Pumbill reviews a key book on Amiga programing by 
none other than AUVs programming guru, Paul Overaa. 




Paul Overaa has an excel- 
lent and well deserved rep- 
utation in the area of Amiga 
programming, - and a 
small army of followers gained 
through the pages of AUI. This 
book does nothing to damage his 
high renown nor is it likely in any 
way to disappoint his loyal reader- 
ship. "Mastering Amiga Progra- 
mming Secrets" is a book for pro- 
grammers with some experience, 
that will provide insight, encour- 
agement, ideas and information in 
many areas of programming the 
Amiga; and furthermore about the 
art of programming itself. For this 
book to be of use to you, you will 
need to know C well, have a rea- 
sonable knowledge of program- 
ming with the Amiga's OS. and a 
smattering of assembly language 
too would not go amiss. The book 
covers AmigaOS version 2 
onwards (although some code 
works with 1.3). 

Personal 

The book is quite personal to 
Paul Overaa. explaining some of 
his favourite areas and techniques; 
if you have ever wanted to get 
inside a programmer's head then 
this book is for you! If you've not 
developed your own techniques. 
then Paul Overaa's certainly form a 
good starting point. If you have, 
then there are still plenty of good 
ideas to improve your coding skills. 

Areas covered by the book 
include MIDI (quite a favourite of 
Paul Overaa's, although even if 
you're not a MIDI person there's 
plenty here about serial communi- 



cation and using the Amiga's 
device drivers), interrupt handlers, 
interprocess communication, grap- 
hics techniques and bootblocks. 
Quite a mixed bag, and represen- 
tative of the book; a collection of 
'secrets' and tips rather than an 
exhaustive manual. 

I was glad to find that Paul 
Overaa includes a considerable 
amount of material on program 
design, which is not really Amiga- 
specific but is very helpful; includ- 
ing the introduction of the concept 
of Abstract Data 
Types (ADTs) and 
Warnier design dia- 
grams. There have 
been many times 
when I've seen pro- 
grams that say they 
do useful things 
ruined by poor 
design and bugs. 
These days when 
Shareware/ PD is 
plentiful, a program 
that is awkward to 
use or buggy does 
not staylong in any- 
one's collection. It's "■■■■ ■" "■■ ■■ 
an important thing for Amiga pro- 
grammers to be just as concerned 
about design as other program- 
mers. 



Example Code 

The book is packed full of 
example code, although sending 
off for the companion disks (only 
#4) would be a good idea if you 
want to run the programs devel- 
oped in the book, rather than just 
using it as a 'cookbook'. There is, 



These days when 

Shareware/ PD 

is plentiful a 

program that is 

awkwardto use or 

buggy does 

not stay lon g in 

anyone's 

collection. 



however, an occasional error in the 
listings in the book. One I spotted 
was a double hyphen printed as a 
dash (p.55 for anyone interested!), 
but an experienced programmer 
would have no problem sorting out 
this, probably proofreading, error. 

To tackle the nitty-gritty issue, 
who would want to buy this book, 
and why would they want to buy 
it? Well, "Mastering Amiga 
Programming Secrets" is not a 
replacement for reference man- 
uals or the Native Developer's 

Upgrade Kit, but it is 
an ideal companion. 
It leads you more 
gently through spe- 
cific subjects, and 
you can use refer- 
ence manuals for fur- 
ther investigation. 
Having the Inc- 
ludes, Autodocs, etc. 
around would be very 
useful in conjunction 
with this book. If 
you're a seasoned 
programmer, then 
you will probably 
"™ ■■ ■"■" know most of the 
Amiga specifics in this book, as it 
says little more than the reference 
manuals do, but some of the MIDI 
details and program design 
methodology may be of interest. 
Likewise, the book may be a little 
advanced for a beginner program- 
mer with little patience. For most 
programmers however. "Mastering 
Amiga Programming Secrets" 
would prove a good introduction to 
many areas, and thereafter an 
excellent guide for your own pro- 
grams. It is certainly one of the 
best non-refeence books on pro- 



gramming the Amiga that I have 
ever seen. If I had had this book 
when I started out programming 
the Amiga, it would have saved 
many hours of head-scratching 
and machine-crashing. I like the 
fact that the book is really mixed; 
there's something for everyone, 
and plenty of "So that's how you do 
it!" parts (copper bars come to 
mind here). 

Have I any gripes? Very few. 
The book is written in the first per- 
son and is very chatty - not what 
you would expect for such a book, 
but if you don't care about literary 
style then it doesn't matter. 
Occasionally Paul Overaa here is a 
little long-winded, but who wouldn't 
be about the machine they love? 
Certainly no-one could accuse the 
book of being dull or dry. 

Conclusion 

If your Amiga has a coffee-table, 
put this book on it! It will always be 
worth dipping into, and it may yield 
just the thing you want to do. 
Congratulations to Paul Overaa 
and Bruce Smith Books for 
still supporting the Amiga and 
producing quality material on 
programming. AUI 
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Paul Overaa provides those all important details 
for defining structure based local data storage. 



To write reentrant code you need to eliminate 
all global variables whose values might 
change on re-execution. This usually means 
setting up 'instance specific' variable storage. 
The most common way of doing this is to define the 
variable set that is to be used as a 'structure' and 
then have the program allocate the appropriate van- 
able space on the stack using the 680x0 Link instruc- 
tion. The idea here is that it then becomes possible to 
access individual variables using offset values that 
have been produced using the structure-orientated 
Amiga include file macros STRUCTURE. STRUCT. 
UWORD, ULONG and so on. 

Unfortunately there is a snag connected with 
using the frame pointer mechanism in the conven- 
tional 680x0 way when you are dealing with Amiga- 
style structure access and it's easy to see how the 
problem arises by looking at an example. Let's sup- 
pose we define the following structure to hold the 
local data for a program: 

STRUCTURE LocalData.O 
UWORD Id_data1 
ULONG Id_data2 
LABEL LocalData_SIZEOF 

This definition produces structure offsets of and 
+2 respectively and Figure 1 shows how these off- 
sets effectively represent the two field positions in 
memory. 

There are two important things to notice at this 
point. Firstly, the offsets produced by the include file 
structure macros are positive values. Secondly, they 
are designed to work in conjunction with a low mem- 
ory base address. The generated offsets, when used 
in the normal fashion, work fine but if, however, we 
try to use such structure definitions to access vari- 
ables stored on the stack via the frame pointer regis- 
ter we immediately run into trouble. If. for example. 
we tned to store anything in the local data area gen- 
erated by a Link instruction using these zero or posi- 
tive offsets we would overwrite existing stack data 
(the stack memory outside of the area which the Link 
instruction would have provided for us). 

You might, at first, be tempted to think that the 
solution is to use the generated offset values in their 
negative form. If. however, you expenment with the 
two offset values generated by the example structure 
you'll find that adopting a blanket approach of making 
all the generated structure offsets negative doesn't 
actually help. Trying to copy the Id„data1 field (which 
has a zero offset value) into dO using the instruction... 
move.l -Id_datat(a3),d0 for example would still clear- 
ly fail to have the required effect. 

The trick is to alter the register being used as the 
frame pointer so that it points to the bottom, rather 
than the top, of the local stack data memory area. 
This produces a situation whereby the frame pointer 
then acts as the base of the local data storage allow- 
ing access to local data items held on the stack to be 
made in exactly the same way as conventional Amiga 
structure field access, ie via include file macro gen- 
erated structure offsets. 

If. for example, we were using a local data area 
defined by the structure described earlier the bare 
bones' code for adjusting the frame pointer would 
look something like this: 

link a3,#-LocalData_SIZEOF create space for local 

data 

lea -LocalData_SIZEOF(a3),a3 adjust frame pointer 



There's one other twist that needs to be men- 
tioned here - you need to remember that any frame 
pointer modification of this sort has to be undone 
before the program or routine terminates. This is 
because the 680x0 Unlk instruction, used to reset the 
stack to the condition it had prior to the Link instruc- 
tion being executed, makes use of the contents of 
the frame pointer register and expects it to be 
unchanged, still pointing to the top of the stack frame. 
The easiest way of ensuring this is to copy the origi- 
nal contents of the frame pointer register at the same 
time that you preserve any of the other registers that 
are going to be used so in practice the start of the 
routine would tend to look like this: 
link a3.#-LocalData_SIZEOF create space for 
local data 



movem.l a2-a6,-(a7) preserve registers 

lea -LocalData_SIZEOF(a3).a3 adjust frame pointer 

This type of entry code allows the normal type of 
routine termination to reset the frame pointer to the 
correct value needed for the unlinking operation: 

movem.l (a7)+.a2-a6 
unlk a3 

To finish. Listing 1 shows an example of this sort 
of structure-orientated reentrant code that illustrates 
the general style used. The routine incidentally 
comes from an ARexx function library module based 
on the use of this extended library structure: 



STRUCT MyLlbBase.LIB_SlZE 
ULONG mlb_AslBase 
ULONG mlb_DOSBase 
ULONG mlb_ExecBase 
ULONG mlb__Seglist 

LABEL mlb_SIZEOF 

coupled to a local data set that has been created using this structure detinition; 

STRUCTURE LocalData.O 
ULONG Id.FileRequest 
STRUCT W_Buffer,BUFFER_SlZEOF 
STRUCT ld_FStack,FSTACK_SIZEOF 
LABEL LocalData SIZEOF 



TOP OF MEMORY 



W_data2 



id data2 



Id dala2 



ld_data2 



Id datal 



ld_datai 



(offset from base = 2) 



base address (offset = 0) 



LOW MEMORY 
I 

v 
Figure 1 : A conventional example structure as it would be stored m memory. 



Query link a3.#-LocaJData_SlZEOF 

movem.l a2-a6.-{a7) 
.setup_f$tack move I a3,a2 top of my (stack 

move.l #NULL.-(a2) push fstack top Identifier 

tea •LocaJData_SlZEOF(a3),a3 frame pointer to bottom 

jsr AttocFileReq 

beq.s .error.exit 

moveaJ mJb_Asl8«se<a5).a6 
move.w #NULL.al no tag changes 

movea.l W_FileRequest(a3).a0 
JSRLIBAslRequest 



ARexx sys lib base 
local butler start 



jsr BuiidFileName 

moveel a4.a€ 

lea kJ_Bufter(a3).aO 

,s- LVOStnen(a6) 

pr _LVOCreateArgstring(a6) 

move.l dO.ai needed m at lor ARexx 

beq.s .error 

bra .normal_exrt 



deallocate move.l (a2)«,d0 


retrieve function pointer 


beq.s .normaLexit 




move.l dO.aO 




*w («0) 


execute routine! 


bras deallocate 

» 




.normal_exrt moveq #RC_OK.dO 




movem.l (•7)*.a2-a6 




unfc «3 




rts 




.error move.l (a2)*.d0 


retrieve function pointer 


beq.s error_exft 




move.l dO.aO 




isr <aO> 


execute routine) 


bra* error 




.error_exrl moveq #ERRl0_0Ol.dO 




movem.l (a7)..a2-a6 




unlk a3 




rts 




ic4e reentrant code. 
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Kkkstart2.04 €30.99 

Kkkstart 2.05 (for use in A600) €30.99 

FattcrA K nes837SI6 €26 99 

SuperDenrse €18.99 

6571 -0326 Keyboard controller € 1 3.99 

CIA8520AI/Ocontroller €18.99 

68882 Co Pro 2Smhz PLCC €34.99 

68882 Co Pro 33mhi PLCC 644.9* 



THE BIGGEST 

ALL AT THE BEST P 
I 7 Bit Collection (Double) 
1 7 Bit Continuation 

I 7 Bit Phase 4 

I 7 Bit/ LSD compendium I 

I 7 Bit L SD compendium 2 
Adult Sensations II (Over I 8s) 
Aminet 5 

A nu nc I 6 

Newff Aminet 7 

Aminet collectlon(Boi set 4 CD'*) 

NewH Amos Users CD Ver 2. 

Animations (Double) 

Assassins (Double) 

BCINetl 

BCINet2 

CAM (Double) 

CD PD I 

CD-PD2 

CD-PD 3 

CO-PD4 

Demo CD I 

Demo CD 2 

Euroscene 

Fractal Universe 

Fresh Fish 8 

Gateway 

Goldfish I 



SELECTION IN THE COUNTRY 
RICES...FROMTHENO.I IN CD-ROM 

€28 99 GoMFish2 €24.49 

€14.49 Grafu Sensations €17.49 

€14.49 Ncw'.'Grolicrs Encyclopedia 2 425.99 

€16.99 Illusion* in )[) it.99 

€16.99 Light ROM £29 99 

€17.99 Light Worsts €29.99 

€12.49 Magic Illusions €11.49' 

€14.49 Meeting Pearls I £9.99 

€1449 Meeting Pearls II €9.99 

€24.49 MultlMcdlaToolKit2(2xCD's) €27.99 

€14.99 NetworfaCD €1249 

€17.49 New Priced Prima CD Vol. I €9.99 

€16.99 Professional Glfs €17.49 

€8.99 Professional Utilities €17.49 

€8.99 Sounds Terrific (Double) €17.49 

€22.49 Space And Astronomy €16.99 

€8.99 Spectrum Sensations € 1 7.49 

€8.99 The Beauty of Chaos €13.49 

€8.99 NewfrTenonTenpacMIOxCO't) €37.99 

€12.99 New'.'UPDGoMCDH.CD't) €27.99 

€8.99 NewtfWorldOfPinup«2 €14.99 

€8.99 WPD Hottest 4 €17.99 

€1249 WPDHottestS €17.99 

€17.49 Wierd Science Fonts €8.99 

€27.49 Weird Science Clipa/t €1.99 

€8.99 Wlerd Science Animation (1499 

€24.49 NewWZoom (16 99 






This month Paul Overaa explains some of the more 
esoteric memory related ARexx functions. 




eing a high-level language ARexx, most 
of the time, automatically takes care of 
any memory allocations required by 
particular function calls. There are. 
however, a number of ways explicitly to allocate 
areas of memory and these are often useful to 
the more advanced ARexx coder. You may, for 
example, want to set up a buffer area at a 
known address and one way of doing this would 
be to use the built-in GetSpaceO function like 
this: 

mem_p=GetSpace(blocksize) 

With this call blocksize is the size of the memo- 
ry area you want allocated and mem_p is its 
returned address. ARexx releases this memory 
automatically when the script terminates and 
so, strictly speaking, it is not necessary for a 
script explicitly to release memory acquired in 
this way. Nevertheless, relying on ARexx to do 
all cleaning up operations is a bad thing since it 
encourages programmers to get into habits that 
will lead to trouble with other languages such as 
C. So I employ ARexx's FreeSpaceO function to 
return the memory after use. 

n=FreeSpace(mem_p.blocksize) 



The AllocMem() and FreeMemQ Functions 

Occasionally more control over the memory 
allocation might be needed and a typical case 
would be the specific allocation of chip memory. 
In these cases, it is necessary to use an alter- 
native approach. Two functions, AllocMem() and 
FreeMem(). are provided as part of the ARexx 
rexxsupport library and the first of these pro- 
vides control over the type of memory being 
allocated via a variety of flag values based on 
those used with the underlying Exec library 
memory allocation functions. 

A flag, in case you've not come across the term 
before, is simply a bit present in a variable 
which has been assigned some specific mean- 
ing. Flags represent a compact way of storing 
true/false type indicators and. since they require 
just a single bit of storage space, a longword 
(four bytes) can therefore act as a store for up 
to 32 different flag values. By convention if a 
flag bit has the value 1 , then it is said to be set 
(or 'true), and if the bit has the value it is said 
to be clear (or false). 

The binary bit positions of the most common 
memory attribute flags used with the AllocMem() 
function are these: 



MEMF_PUBLIC 0000 0000 0000 0000 0000 

0000 0000 0001 

MEMF_CHIP 0000 0000 0000 0000 0000 0000 

0000 0010 

MEMF_FAST 0000 0000 0000 0000 0000 0000 

0000 0100 

MEMF CLEAR 0000 0000 0000 0001 0000 

0000 0000 0000 

You can use the equivalent numeric values 
directly. For example, to allocate and zero a par- 
ticular memory block you could just add the 
appropriate memory type and memory clear 
flags together to get a flag value to use in your 
function call. Embedding 'magic numbers' in the 
way is however normally regarded as bad prac- 
tice and so most programmers prefer instead to 
define pseudo constants, ie fixed variables, that 
act as constant values but that have relatively 
understandable names. 

In my scripts I use C-style uppercase conven- 
tions for flag values and so I'd define the mem- 
ory flags using this type of scheme: 

MEMF_PUBLIC = 'OOOOOOOVx 
MEMF_CHIP = '00000002"x 
MEMF_FAST = '00000004'x 
MEMF.CLEAR = '00010000'x 

With these definitions in place we're then able to 

use the ARexx BitOr() 

function to combine flag values via expressions 

such as 

BitOr(MEMF_CLEAR.MEMF_CHIP). 

This approach allows code to be written 

in a way which makes it very clear which flags 

are being set! The following 

call, for example, leaves you in no doubt that 

2000 bytes of cleared chip 

memory are being allocated: 

mem_p=AllocMem(2000,BitOr(MEMF_CLEAR. 
MEMF_CHIP)) 

With AllocMemQ, unlike GetSpaceO, it is very 
definitely the responsibility of the programmer to 
return memory after use. This is done using 
another rexxsupport library function called 
FreeMem(). To release the memory obtained 
with the previous AllocMemQ code fragment we 
would use this statement: 

call FreeMem(mem_p, 2000) 

FreeMem() incidentally cannot be used to return 
memory allocated using the higher-level 
GetSpaceO function mentioned earlier. 



Using The Support library 
Don't forget that in order to use the AllocMemQ 
and FreeMemQ functions the rexxsupport 
library needs to be accessible to ARexx and this 
means adding it to the ARexx library list. The 
easiest way of doing this is to use the AddLib() 
function in your scripts and since it is normally 
best to check whether a library is in the library 
list or not before adding it the code for doing this 
would be 
written like this: 

if-Show('L'.'rexxsupport.library') 

then do 

call AddLib('rexxsupport.library\0.-30,0) 



end 



From that point on AllocMemQ, FreeMem(), and 
all of the other functions of the rexxsupport 
library would be available to your script and if 
you take a look at the skeleton code in Listing 1 
you'll see how the various code fragments 
discussed this month fit together! 

r Some example code V 

MEMF_PUBLIC = 'OOOOOOOVx 
MEMF_CHIP = 00000002'x 
MEMF_FAST = '00000004'x 
MEMF.CLEAR = *00010000*X 

I* First make sure rexxsupport library is avail- 
able... V 

if-ShowCL'.'rexxsupport.library') 

then do 

call AddLib('rexxsupport.library\0,-30,0) 



end 



r allocate some cleared chip memory... 7 



mem_p=AllocMem(2000.BitOr(MEMF_CLEAR, 
MEMF_CHIP)) 

/* here would come the bulk of your script!*/ 

call FreeMem(mem_p,2000) /' hand memory 
back before terminating • 



Listing 1: A short example of the use of the 
AllocMemQ and FreeMemQ functions. 
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I still manage to be stunned by the 
quality and creativity of music 
achieved on Amiga-based sound 
trackers. My preference is to use 
the Amiga as the sequencing heart 
of a MIDI studio, since I find 
module-making restrictive. Other 
musicians clearly find very few 
restrictions, and are pushing the 
boundaries of what is possible 
using just the Amiga and four 
sound channels. 

This month's hit list includes 
some brilliant music modules as 
well as music created by getting an 
Amiga to control the performance 
of external electronic instruments. 
Both ways still come up with 
impress and emmensely listenable 
music. 

Paradise Decay 

Don't ya just love those mysteri- 
ous disks that come through the 
mail with no letter or text file- 
just music that packs a punch. 
Paradise Decay hail from 
Nottinghamshire and have been 



Mark Blackham gives his professional appraisal 

on a choice selection of music 

created by Amiga musicians. 



wowing the Amiga PD scene for a 
while now. The experience tells in 
this compilation of material. 

The selection of songs are pre- 
dominantly techno-orientated. and 
stick to a familiar music-module 
formula of bass action supple- 
mented by key "chorus" segments 
and string-it-along middle bits. 

There are some exceptionally 
notable facets to the music of 
Paradise Decay. 

The first is an array of clear, 
crisp and new samples which 
ensure the songs have a unique 
sound of their own. 

Astute and varied timing with 
samples, even on the traditional 
4/4 beat, also gives the music an 
extra edge. A factor in the success 
of the songs is the intelligent appli- 
cation of samples - not over-using 
drop samples, and often placing 



them behind the main music so 
they accent pan's, not wipe them 
out. The skill of sample placement 
often takes some learning - 
Paradise Decay have it well mas- 
tered. Even a sample like the 
opening BONG from the ancient 
but excellent Interceptor game is 
incorporated ingeniously into a 
song. 

Bass Slave is near to perfect 
alternative dance pop as you're 
going to get - for God's sake, many 
people can't achieve this in their 
million pound studios. The use of 
the over-killed "This should be 
played at high volume" sample was 
a mistake, but it's immediately rec- 
tified by the subsequent deep 
grove. 

Forest Fire is an expertly 
crafted piece of soundtrack - taking 
you from its deep rainforest open- 



ing to its violence infested climax in 
an engrossing manner. Fantastic. 

Cop This is a great example of 
combining the right vocal drop 
samples with stylish and tightly 
funky music. 

The music on Paradise Decay 
is at times exceptionally profes- 
sional. Some of it, like Forest Fire, 
could be lifted straight into movie 
or television soundtracks. Much of 
it could form the basis of a demo 
tape for a music label. 

It's very clear that Paradise 
Decay are more than ready to step 
into the next level of music creation 
- going the full hog into proper MIDI 
studio music creation. They have 
the imagination and talent to go 
very far. AUI 



INFO 



Contact: 

Paradise Decay, 31 Lindley St., 

Mansfield, 

Notts, 
NG181QE. 
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Opening Win ows on the Future? 



Antony Jacobson offers a 

personal view of the bi ggest 

product launch that the 

world has ever seen. 



Bill Gates is the richest man 
on earth, Microsoft are 
going to dominate the 
future of computing. Wind- 
ows 95 is the biggest confidence 
trick the world has ever seen. 
Which of these statements, if any. 
is true? 

The first, in spite of the recent 
carefully promoted news stories, is 



little consequence to anyone but 
him and his bank manager. That 
is unless you, as some of us do, 
object to his being able to use his 
obscene wealth to buy up the com- 
puter rights to the pictures of the 
National Gallery, which he has 
done for his own personal use in 
his S35 million house. 

That Microsoft are going to be 




The moat successful launch of any commercial product. 



certainly not correct - the Sultan of 
Brunei, among others, makes Billy 
boy look poor. The second may be 
doubtful, as I will explain. But the 
third could very well be true, and 
may cost us, especially Amiga 
users, very dearly indeed. 

Whether Microsoft's 39 year old 
founder and leader really has more 
billions than anyone else is of very 



to computing what petrol has been 
to the combustion engine is anoth- 
er matter altogether. By a combina- 
tion of skill, foresight, ruthtessness, 
and luck, the Seattle-based com- 
pany has taken itself, with MS- 
DOS and Windows, and deriva- 
tives thereof, into a position to be 
able to sell 80% of the commercial 
productivity software that the PC 




Windows 95 is installed from 12 floppy disks or a single CD-Rom. 
Changes have been made to the main Windows 3.1 screen with a 
clean and simple desktop with program icons to the left, a new start 
button in the lower left corner and a task bar along the bottom which 
allows the user to switch between applications quickly and is probably 
the key to the whole system. 

Microsoft has designed Windows 95 to build on whatever user 
friendly DOS commands there were in the 3.1 version, by making the 
system more intuitive with the addition and easier configuration of new 
hardware devices such as a CD-Rom drive. 

Windows 95 searches new hardware automatically, loads the right 
software drivers, sets technical parameters and tells other applications 
about the existance of the new device without intervention by the user; 
Plug 'n Play is the phrase coined for this. With its advantage of com- 
patibility with most of its peripherals, the Amiga went down this route 
years ago. 

Windows 95 also includes improved multimedia support. Previously 
unknown peripherals such as printers which are compatible with the 
plug and play standard should now automatically work immediately 
they are installed. 

Nevertheless, with the range of hardware devices and software 
available for PCs, it seems inevitable that compatibility problems will 
be an important problem for Windows 95 users and a major cause of 
help desk calls. Microsoft plans to quadruple the number of technicians 
answering telephone calls in the US, UK and other countries to 2,000 
by contracting with other companies to share the load. The first call for 
help is free but after that it could cost as much as £199 for later 
support. 

In the UK some 500 support staff from companies with usefully 
computing-oriented names like Telemarketing will be dealing the the 
cries for help. But remember, the free telephone support only lasts 90 
days, after that it's question of paying for it. 



computing world has found itself 
required, almost forced, buy. 

Certainly, for anyone that's no 
mean achievement. 

However, it has been estimated 
that computing power is doubling 
every 18 months and will continue 
to do so or even more for at least 
the next 30 years. No-one. not 
even whizzkids like Gates who 
started Microsoft when he was 19, 
can even get close to predicting 
what changes that exponential 
growth is going to bring. 

When we in AUI, alone among 
Amiga and even PC magazines, 
suggested less than three years 
ago that the cost of memory was 
going to descend below 50p a 
megabyte, some people regarded 
the idea as ridiculous. But the price 
today, if you look in the advertise- 
ments in this AUI, is down below 
30p a megabyte and still falling. 



That speed of change applies to 
nearly every sector of computing. 

There are two, however, to 
which it doesn't. The Amiga, unfor- 
tunatately, for obvious reasons, is 
one and the other is the now anti- 
quated architecture of the IBM- 
compatible PC. The latter may well 
contain the basis for Microsoft's 
continuing dominance or more like- 
ly the seeds of its downfall. 

The limitations of Windows 95 
are not just that it is a tardy and not 
particularly technically successful 
attempt to move the IBM-compati- 
ble PC up to the ease of operation 
of the Mac or the Amiga but are 
contained within the structure of 
the PC itself. The chips on which 
PCs run, the x86 series which 
includes the Pentium, the forth- 
coming P6 and even the rumoured 
P7, are now fast and getting faster 
but they have not changed radical- 
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The Next Gates? 



Marc Andreesen of Netscape was the man who made the Internet 
accessible. With Mosaic, a "browser" • a program that lets users move 
easily through the myriad of stuff on the Internet - he has both created 
a market for the online world and made himself a fortune. 

24 years old, Andreesen, a typical Silicon Valley all hours program- 
mer, has earned himself a £40 million bank balance since launching 
his company Netscape recently. 

While Bill Gates' software comes prelaoded now on a vast number 
of computers, most observers are beginning to think that the next 
stage in the technodevelopment markets is through the SuperHighway 
- online. That's where Andreesen's products are aimed and they are 
becoming, like Windows, increasingly an automatic bundling goodie 
with PCs. 

Can the young lion take on the might of Microsoft, some sharp 
observers are saying that he can. Are we seeing with Netscape and 
Andreesen, the emergence of the next Microsoft and the new Bill 
Gates? Don't bet against it. This is computing. Anything is possible. 



Sharpening 
the Saw 



ly in the way they operate from the 
old AT days. They are not RISC- 
based which makes them neither 
cheap to produce nor offering 
scope for great improvement. A 
vice-presdient of Intel recently told 
me, with considerable bravura, that 
Intel's CISC chips now crowded so 
much on them that they could do 
anything of which RISC chips were 
capable. It seemed to me that 
statement was made with more 
hope than technical exactitude. 
This matter of the CISC chips. 



Microsoft 




and the rest of compatibility-ridden 
hardware restrictions of PCs, stops 
Microsoft, even if it could, creating 
software fundamentally new and 
different that might really move it, 
Microsoft, and the PC 
too. to take the next 
technological leap that 
the increase in com- 
puting power will not 
just bring but will force- 
fully demand. 

Where will that leap 
take us? Who knows? 
No-one. including Bill 
Gates, can even 
guess. But it is by 
no means sure that 
Microsoft will be the 
company that comes 
up with the answer. If 
using all that growing 
computing power avai- 
lable to us, someone 
else creates a convincing new 
way of making computers work, 
Microsoft, its myth, its power and 
its stock market share price could 
be destroyed within a few weeks. 

Impossible? Look at the fall that 
IBM took in the late eighties and 
early nineties. Whatever happened 
to Singer sewing machines? The 
British-owned car industry. The 
British Empire. Or Communism. 
Change always has among its 
victims those who previously 
appeared invulnerable. Especially 
technological change. 



It's just 
software- It 
doesn't cure 

cancer. It 
doesn't grow 
hair. It's not 

floor wax. 
It's Windows... 

Brad Silverberg. 

Head of Development, 

Windows 95 



In addition to the heart of their 
attempt to take over the world with 
Windows 95, Microsoft are bring- 
ing out other programs to take 
advantage of 32 bit operation - 
well, really 16 bit operating and 
32 bit functionality - and other 
"improvements" offered by the sys- 
tem. One of those programs is 
Office 95 which, in its earlier ver- 
sion for Windows 3.1 , gained by far 
the largest share of the office suite 

of programs market. 
Office gave Microsoft, 
in addition to its oper- 
ating system domi- 
nance, exploitation of 
that other extremely 
profitable area, appli- 
cations running on 
PCs. 

Office has all the 
usual products of a 
suite of programs: 
WP, Database etc. 
However, included 
with Office 95 is also 
Schedule+ a "person- 
al information manag- 
er, PIM. A PIM is a 
HI^HH program that keeps 

track of appoinments, 
things you want or have to 
do, phone numbers, addresses 
and othe personal information. 
Organiser is a similar program on 
the Amiga. 

The earlier version of Schedule 
didn't make much of an impact so 
a couple of features have been 
added that may or may not make 
you into the person you always 
believed you could be but dreaded 
the effort it would take to get you 
there. 

First is the "mission statement". 
Mission Statements are the trendy 



stick-up-on-the-wall philosophy 
messages for business and more 
recently foisted on the public sec- 
tor, due to the UK Government's 
ludicrous obsession for trying to 
judge public services in terms of 
profit. 

The second addition to Sche- 
dule+ is the key points of "The 
Seven Habits of Highly Successful 
People", a successful - of course - 
self help book from the USA. Using 
a combination of parables, bits of 




ac<»>catlon or the American drtmm? 



Muttiproducts wrth - WOW! - Multttsskinc. 
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From QDos to Kudos 

CONTINUED 

philosophy from a wide variety of 
literary and historical sources and 
the fashionable language of busi- 
ness self help books, a program 
called Seven Habits Wizard takes 
you through a list of "values", ask- 
ing you to choose those from such 
as -truth", "generosity", "family", 
"wealth" that you respect. It also 
asks you to select personal 
strengths and weaknesses, influ- 
ences and even the principles in 
which you believe. 

"Wizard' then mixes these into a 
"mission statement" for you per- 
sonally which you can stick up on 
your own wall. ("My aim is to work 
so hard with such brilliance and 
create my own luck so that I can 
dominate the next generation of 
computing, buy Microsoft and fire 
Bill Gates." How does that suit 
you?) 

Wizard then requires you to 
define the different roles you take 
in life, for instance, son, boyfriend, 
student, (stud?), tennis player, 
overseas traveller and, of course, 
Amiga user. Then, you are not 
finished yet, specify the long term 
aims associated with those roles. 
(Reaching the end of the century 
with my parents alive, a 1st dass 
degree in computing from Cam- 
bridge, with three satisfied girl 
friends, having won Wimbledon 
and stayed with Steffi Graf in 
Monte Carlo plus using a RISC- 
based Amiga and NOT Windows 
2000?) 

Wizard then throws into the pot 
a role you probably wouldn't have 
thought of - "Sharpening the Saw". 
This tells you what it means by 
explaining about a guy who spent 
five hours grinding away at a tree 
with a blunt saw. When he was 
asked why he didn't stop to sharp- 
en it. he replied that he was 
too busy sawing. 

"Sharpening the Saw", the 
Wizard tells you. means that time 
should be set aside from the usual 
things you do to concentrate on 
turning yourself from the person 
you are to the one you want to be. 
Then the clever-dick Wizard tells 
you to think about your long term 
goals and decide on something 
you'll do this week to bring it that 
much closer. (Phone Steffi Graf?) 

Now is this what you want from 
a computer program? Is this born 
again, downhome. how to win 
friends and influence yourself phi- 
losophy stuff relevant to what 
appears on your monitor screen? 
Before you decide that, think where 
it comes from, where this "making 
myself better is what God, my 



mother and my bank manager 
wants" idea originates. 

Bill Gates did not emerge from 
the laidback Californian. Sil- 
icon Valley, hippie-based flower- 
power generation. He was just 
a few years too young for that. 
And he came from quite wealthy 
middle-class God-fearing Sea- 
ttle stock. You may be sleepless in 
Seattle but you'll be mostly wet 
too because it also rains there a lot 
so if you are bright you go East and 
to Harvard where you drop out after 
a couple of years because your 
contemporaries and maybe even 
your instructors don't fit with your 
ideas. You already have the indi- 
vidualistic, pioneering, we can do it 
spirit that took the covered wag- 
goneers west, but you can still 



absorb the puritan, work ethic 
philosophies on which upper class, 
East coast, Ivy League society is 
based. 



Just Do It 

Later if you wanted to be differ- 
ent in middle class Seattle, you 
could take up grunge and garage 
and make music your escape but 
you would not gain the approval of 
the by then 25 year old succesful 
business nerds. They didn't cut 
holes in their sweaters to look 
punky but really wore them out at 
the elbows and never noticed and 
were smart enough to employ the 
ad agancy that created the slogan 
"Just Do It" for Nike. 



Everything You Never Thought You 

Wanted to Know about the 
Gatesian Phenomenon 

You could be reading this on Willian Henry Gates the Third's 40th 
birthday - he was born on October 28th. 1955. 

He dropped out of college in 1974. 

In 1975 He founded Microsoft with a friend, Paul Allen- now also a bil- 
lionaire. Both are investors in Steven Spielberg's new company 
DreamWorks. 

In 1980, when the company had 40 employees it was contracted by 
IBM to supply them with an operating system for their forthcoming 
PCs. (The man they originally went to see who had a program called 
DRDos wasn't at home. So happens the luck from which fortunes are 
made.) 

Microsoft did not create the idea of MS-Dos. It bought the original ver- 
sion, Q-Dos, from the Seattle Computing Company. 

The company now has nearly 18,000 employees aand operates in 
some 30 countries. It is still headquartered in Seattle. 

Bates persoonal fortune is now estimated at £9 billion and rising. He 
has said that later in life he is going to give it away. But not yet to 
whom. 

Windows 95 was a year late in being launched. It comes in 20 lan- 
guages, though Japanese has yet to arrive. 

Microsoft paid the Rolling Stones £8 million to use the band's 1981 hit 
"Start Me Up" as the music for the TV ad. Bill Gates has never been to 
a Rolling Stones gig, 

More than two hundred companies manufacturing PCs and software 
around the world have said Windows 95 is to be preloaded on their 
PCs or they have created software compatible with it. 

Some 450 books on Windows 95 are to be published. 

It is estimated that more than £600,000.000 will have been spent by 
the end of 1995 on the promotion and publicity of Windows 95 and 
associated products. 

It is believed that Microsoft is already well advanced on the develop- 
ment of Windows 96. 



Gates wants his children - and 
he hasn't had any yet - to go to 
church and live the American 
dream. That means that he 
believes in the Good Books - the 
manuals of self help - that can 
make you realise that YOU too can 
be a billionaire or PresKlent and 
that failure is just ar^ctner step on 
the way to success, rf you can keep 
on positively thinking. He even 
writes a column in newspapers 
where he says things like that. 

In this, and in the ideas beh- 
ind the Schedule+ program, he 
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Encana 95. possibly the best known CD Rom In 
the world 

expresses the strength of the 
American way. the optimism, the 
drive, the hope, the willingness to 
open up new frontiers. Perhaps 
that philosophy is best reflected in 
computing itself, the newest and 
becoming the most powerful indus- 
try in the world. In computing, the 
USA is unquestionably dominant, 
especially in software in which cre- 
ativity, imagination and the readi- 
ness to take risks are the key 
factors. (Risk was Gates favourite 
board game as a child.) 

You can feel the Gates person- 
ality and the American dream 
behind programs like Schedule* 
but also behind the the whole bril- 
liant marketing of Microsoft and 
Windows 95. For from the mes- 
sages with which you and a very 
substantial part of the Earth's pop- 
ulation have been bombarded, 
hasn't it been made to sound as if 
this not too special operating sys- 
tem, on what until now have large- 
ly been business computers, is 
going to change the whole world? 

Read your mission statement 
and follow Wizard's advice and you 
will surely get your Andy Warhol 15 
minutes of fame, says Uncle Bill. 
Or be like me, I have an uncertain 
future, but by God, I'm not going to 
let anybody know it. I'm going 
to sell them Windows 95, Wind- 
ows 96, Windows... I can do it! 



CONTINUED on page 62 
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COMPUTERS AND MONITORS 

WHILE-U-WAIT!!! 




• FIXED CHARGES FOR A500 AND A500+ ONLY 

• FAST TURN AROUND 

• MANY REPAIRS DONE WHILE-U-WAIT!!! • AMPLE PARKING 

• THREE MONTHS WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS 

• A600/A1200/A1500/A2000/A3000/A4000 £QUOTATION 

• WE PROVIDE PICK-UP SERVICE FOR REPAIRS FOR ONLY £6.00 + VAT 





(ASOO & A500 + only) 

Including NEXT DAY DELIVERY (if picked up by us) 
by Courier Service when despatched back 



MEMORY UPGRADES 



A500 
A500+ 

A600 
A1200 



UpitradB to IMcg 



Upgrade to lMeg 
wMi clock 



£13.95 £18.95 



Upgrade to lMeg 

£14.95 



Upgrade (o 2meg 



Upcrwfe to 2Mck 

£21.95 



Use"* to 2Meg 

■Kb clock 



£24.95 £29.95 . 



1, 2, 4 & 8 MEG 
P.O.A FOR BEST PRICES 



Hewlett Packard PRINTERS 



HP320 

HP320wiih colour left 
HP560 colour 



£229.95 
£264.95 
£439.95 



HP540 £269.95 

HPS40 with colour tat £304.95 

HPI200 £1249.95 




INTERNAL FLOPPY DRIVES 

for A500, A600, A1200 



2.5" IDE HARD DRIVES 



60MB 
80Mb 

120Mb 

170Mb 

250Mb 

IDE Cable for 2.5 



*■•••*#. **••,>*** **.....*..... 



£99 9S 

£119.95 

£149.95 
£169.95 
£ 1 99.95 
... £9.95 




CHIPS, SPARES, ACCESSORIES 

KICKSTART ROM VI. 3 £2495 6570 Keyboard Chip 



KICKSTART ROM V2.04 £3495 

KICKSTART ROM V2.05 £39.95 

A50O/A50O* Keyboard £49 95 

A6007A 1 200 Keyboard , £69.95 

1 MEG FATTER AGNUS £34.95 

2 MEG FATTER AGNUS £39.95 

Video DAC Chip (AI200) £19.95 

68000 £14.95 



Mouse (290 dpi) 

Scan Lead 

Mouse M»t .—„____„__., 

AS00/A600/A 1 200 Power Supply 

10 branded Disks 

Printer Cable __ 

100 Dnk Box 



£29.95 
£14.95 
£1495 
£3 95 
£39.95 
.. £5.95 
. £9.95 
-£7 95 



ANALOG Analogic Computers (UK) Ltd 

ANALOGIC Unit 6, Athway Centre. Elm Cr< 



Mon-Frl 9* 



-30pm Sat 9«m-Bpm 



ont 



Tel: 0181-546 95T5 






LOGIC Kingston-uporvThames, Surrey KT2 6HH 



* All prices Include VAT * All prices subject to change without notice * Fixed charge for repair doe* not Include dish drive/keyboard. 
* We r«**rv9 the right to refuse any repair * PAP charges £3.50 by Royal Mall or £6.00 + VAT for courier * Please allow S working days for cheque clearance 




Official Government 

X lutucational orders 



IJlSZTrdZn Lowest Priced Top Quality Products 

welcome I NCL |j DING RiBBONS, INKJETS, TONERS, DlSKS, ETC 



Trade enquiries 
welcome 



Amsttad l>MP 200QO000 

Amui «J DMP 4000 

Anuind LQ5000 

Amttrad PCW8256/LQ35O0 Fab 

Amilnd PCW8256/LQ3500 M/S 

Amurad PCW95I2 Fabric 

Anutrad PCW95I2 M/Strike 

Brother MI0O9/1024/1 109/1209 

Brother MIS1H/1R24L/I924L 

Cituea 120D/LSPIO/Swift24/9 

Commodore MPS1200/1230 

Commodore MPS 1 500/1 550 

EptooLQIOO 

Mpwn l.y:rxv*XV500yWXVSS) 

Kpwo L0 100*1050/1070/1 170 



Printer Ribbons - Ring for Ribbons Not Listed 



- ■ 

610 

357 
| M 

240 

3.90 

i ■ .« 

2*5 
430 
675 
410 
345 
4 10 



a- 

I SI 
<*« 

>:' 

2.45 

473 

: ii 

4 KS 

660 
US 

3 30 
395 



<- ie* 

\M 2 2? 

)U 

5 75 S« 

230 :» 

yn 302 

jflj :i3 

2,25 ran 

B 335 
433 

250 230 

415 3*5 

6.40 620 
375 

310 2 90 

3 75 333 



BLACK 

OC/Rjrj0rTXAJCI00 

rTCHMWiOO/FXAlx kjuo 



i 03300/3400.0X2200 
IBM 4207M212 Propnun X24 
iTaDyKVSl 
■P22O0VP2* 
OKI MU«2/1»3/|92/I93/|95 

on ML33002 irytorywyti 

KXPI 12371 124/1 140 
KXflOWVllltt-JO 
KXP1524/1540/1624 
KXP2123721240IM) 
SLW92W* 
UCI072O7100 




1 on U 5* 10. 
290 2.75 2 55 2 35 Slar LC200 
3 36 3 21 3.01 2.81 Star LC24- 1 0/2Q/200 

2 12 197 1.77 1.67 Su* ND/NL/NR/NXIO.NB24-10 

3 75 3 60 3.40 3.20 TaxanKaeaKP8 1 0/815/9 1 0/915 

3.M 3.73 353 3.33 COLOUR 

3.90 3.75 3.55 3.33 Ciuxen 224.240.Swili 24/9 

3.03 2.HK 2 68 2.48 Commodore MPS 1 500/ 15 50 

3 17 3.02 2 82 2.62 Panasonic KXP2I23/2I24/2IKO 

3.32 3.17 297 2.77 Slar LC10/20/ 100 

346 331 311 2.91 Slar 1X200 

2.89 2 74 254 234 Star LC24- 10/207200 

455 4 40 4 20 4 00 TONERS 

4.95 4.80 4 60 4.40 rP Laserjet II/III Toner 

570 535 535 5.15 HP Laserjet IIP/IHP Toner CartndreS9.03 each 

229 2)4 194 184 King for Toner* Vol listed 



I off 2* 

300 2.85 

186 2-71 

3.85 3.70 

3.14 2.99 

11.95 11.80 
9.38 9.23 

10.63 10.48 
600 5.85 



5* 

265 
251 
JJO 

2.79 



2.45 
131 

3.30 

2vj 



11.60 11.20 
9J» 863 



0.71 

963 



9.63 

9 48 



10 28 
5.65 
9.43 

928 



9.88 
5 25 
9.03 

8.88 



Inkjet, Cartridges & Refills 



Canon BJ 10720 Cartridge 

Commodore MPSI27(lCanndge 

Epson St)lu\ 

HP Oeskjet Cartridge tDoublc Capi 

HP DeskJet Tn— Colour Cartridge 

HPThirAicVQuirijclCanridge 



17 54 each 
12 I 3 each 
12.99 each 
24 24 each 
28.89 each 
I2.l3eevh 



HP Deskjet Tn-Colour Cartridge Refill 
(enough ink (or 5 refill* of each colouri 



16.00 each 



Inkfci Refills (Twin Pack* ■ 40ml mk) for 

Canon BJ- 10720/200. BJ 300. HP Deskjet etc. 

Available in Black. Cyan. Magenta. Yellow. Red, Blue. 

Brown. Light Green. Dark Cirecn and Gold 

I Pack £11 00, 2* Packs £10 60 each. 5- Packs £9.95 each 

Ring | or Ink,, i- * Refill* Not IJsted 






Ring us and WE WILL BEAT all other Ribbon prices 



3 I / 2 M Disks, Disk Boxes & CD Drawer 



Ml Disks 
25 Disks 
50 Disks 
100 Disks 
250 Disks 
500 Disks 



DS/DD 

£5 
£10 
£16 
£29 
£65 
£125 



DS/lll) 

£6 
£11 
£18 
MS 
£76 
£14H 



DS/DD 

£6 

£21 

£38 

£90 

£170 



'Mill 

£8 

£24 

£46 

£110 

£210 



Preformatted (MS-DOS) Bulk disks available al 2p ettra/dfek. All 
IHalu Certified IM« ERROR FREE and INCLUDE FREE Labels. 

Normal Delivery FREE. 

GUARANTEED Next Day Deliver) (not N. Ireland) 

available, for all products at £5.50 



linkable -0/ : '|>isk Boxes 

100 Capacity £5.99 

50 Capacity £4.99 

whh orders of £10+ 



Lockabk J'/j" Disk Drawers 
200 Capacity £15.99 
100 Capacity £13.99 



3V 2 " 10 Capacity Bo*« £1.50 
3V3" 6 Capacils Boxes £3.99 



I-otkablr CD Drawers 
30 Capacity £16.99 



Joysticks, Mice & Trackballs 

Speca! Utw Prices {Untiled Period Only) 
for Quickshot Joysticks for Amiga/Atari ST 
Apache I 6.89 Python I M 8.B9 

Avialor I 25.99 Slarfighter I 8.49 

Intruder 1 22.99 Turbo II 8.49 

Maverick 1M 12.49 



Mouse 



Mice & Trackball* for Amiga/Atan ST 
11.99 Trackball 



23.99 



Paper & Address Labels 

2000 Sheets H's9I/2\60gram I box - 22-99 

Micro Perforated. Listing Paper 2+ boxes - 1 7.99 

500 Single Sheet* A4. 80 gram. Laser I pack - 9.99 

Paper (suitable for inkjet pnixen) 2* packs - 6.99 

Tractor Feed Address Labels 500 - 4.49 

1 across width 3'/y*l 7 /iV 1000-7.49 



Miscellaneous Items 

100 Single Colour 3 1/2' Disk Labels I 99 

1000 Single Colour }l/2" DUE Latdl K 99 

1000 Multi-Colour 31/2* Disk Labels 9.99 

1000 White Tract. -t In-d 31/2' Disk Labels 10.99 

iUT Disk Cleaning Kii 2 99 

Parallel Printer Cable 1 1 Sin | 3.99 
Mouse Mat 6mm Thick - 2 999. 8mm thick - 3.99 

Mouse House 1 99 

2 Piece Universal Printer Stand 5.99 

14VI5* OptKal GUs* Screen Rher 16.99 

Amiga Mouse/Joystick Switch 9.99 

Mini Siereo Speakers 5.99 

Dust Covers 

CPU A Monitor 6 49 Atari ST 3.99 

Monitor 4.99 Amiga 500 3.99 

80 Column Printer 3 99 Amiga 600 3.99 

PC Keyboard 3.99 Amiga 1200 3.99 



All Prices INCLUDE VAT (@ 1772%) & FREE UK Delivery 



J 



01543 250377 



Ring us or send cheques to: 

Owl Associates Ltd, Dept 387, Owl House, 

5 The Brambles, Lichfield, Staffordshire, WS14 9SE 



01543 250377 



E&OE 
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Time Warner has announced 
plans to create an on- 
line information service for 
home computer users. The 
US media and entertainment 
giant's new on-line facility will offer 
access to news and information 
services created by Time Inc. pub- 
lisher of magazines such as Time 
and Sports Illustrated. Subscribers 
will gain access to the Internet and 
it is claimed by Time Warner that 
the service will provide new com- 
petition to CompuServe and to 
Microsoft's planned Network. 

Time Inc may have loads and 
loads of information but compete 
with the all-conquering Microsoft in 
things electronic? Oh really? As we 
say in the NewsFile. 



Mother of All 
Networks 

Graduating from a band of 
nerdish surfers to the establish- 
ment of chains of sophisticated 
cybercafes, from keyed in cyber- 
chat and dry academic papers to 
voice transmission and big busi- 
ness ads, the Superlnformation 
Highway - the Net - is quickly 
(Sorry Mr Editor if you don't agree!) 
becoming part of everyday com- 
munications life. If you want to con- 
tact your favourite radio station, 
forget answers on a postcard' or 
even faxes, just key in the Terry 
Wogan's - oh all right, Virgin's - 
Email number, Want to know really 
how to pour a glass of Guinness or 
cook a pan of spaghetti with Ragu 
sauce? See the websites. They're 
on with interactive ads. Need to 



contact your MP? Yes, try the 
Internet - provided it is Chris Smith 
(Labour's shadow Heritage 
Secretary) as he's one of the few 
already online. 

Internetting is no longer the a 
wierdo techno pastime, it is big 
business. And business is taking 
off. From £200 million last year to a 
projected £7 billion by the end of 
the century. Are you going to one of 
those who cash in? 

A new network is claimed to be 
connected to the Internet every 30 
minutes and with 1 million new 
users join each month. By the year 
2000 some industry participants 
are predicting 100 million Internet 
users. The recent surge of busi- 
ness interest in the Internet has 
been driven by the easy-to-use 
software for searching the Net's 
information resources, like Net 
scape's Mosaic, but mainly 
because there are so many poten- 
tial customers that businesses 
cannot ignore it. 

The fastest growing area of 
business is through the World 
Wide Web. This year alone there 
have been more than 15,000 
WWW home pages set up by indi- 
viduals, academic institutions, 
companies, government depart- 
ments and other organisations. In 
addition many companies have 
created electronic billboards to 
advertise their products, producing 
a commercial element through 
multimedia presentations, three 
dimensional images and video. 

WebSpace from Silicon Grap- 
hics can be used to create three 
dimensional virtual worlds and Hot 
Java from Sun Microsystems can 
serve as a Web browser to down- 






Party Line 



The Net - The global communications facility, marketing and research 
device and channel for electronic commerce" as they trendily call it - is 
being seriously taken up by the Labour Party. Tony Blair says he wants 
to ensure that "a technological infrastructure covers the country and is 
as accessible as possible." Alongside the welfare state, information 
technology is one of Labour's claimed two major - sorry, wrong word - 
most important priorities for the coming, and possibly election, year. 

It's nice to know that our potential rulers are beginning to stroll along 
the SuperHighway, isn't it? 



This month Anthony Mael 
and Martin Witton cruise the 

SuperHighway picking up 
some interesting hitchhikers 

on the way. 




Go PookyrtarV OpCc-we CVactory Hfltp 



*to«« *?•** 




"If you're oting ■ laptop, tbov soi 
iodn crazy picnic, OK? 



poet Put it on * UbU This is my kitchen, not 





1± 



You even get saucy grannies on the Net ' now. 



load static pages of text and graph- 
ics using small software applica- 
tions created by Sun Java's pro- 
gramming language. 

Such Web graphics will enable 
holiday makers to take on-line 
tours of their possible destinations 
to check out whether ail those 
lovely beaches really exist. The 
Net presentations of Muroroa will 
doubtless show France's atomic 
testing sites. Keep your eyes 
closed while watching that one. 

Electronic shopping has 
become more interesting as mer- 
chandise can be examined 
closely. Barclays have set up 
Barclaysquare (Isn't there already 
one with nightingales?). Even 
Sainsbury's - "Good food costs 
less on the Internet"? - are making 
their presence noticable. 

Another possible application not 
yet technically or maybe financially 
practical could be up to the minute 



reports on sports results with live 
video updates and interaction. 



Music 

RealAudio from Progressive 
Network, a spin-off company of 
Microsoft - where have we heard of 
that company before? - works with 
existing Web browsers to provide 
an improved method of trans- 
mitting voice and music via 
the Internet. The company has 
announced three new products - 
Realaudio Player program for con- 
sumers, the RealAudio Studio for 
Web site content creators and 
RealAudio Server for online pub- 
lishers. 

QuickTime Online from Apple, 
promises music videos over the 
Internet. To play back the interac- 
tive music files, users will need 
Apple's QuickTime program - 
offered for sale online, of course! 
Quicktime may be a little of a 
euphemism though, it takes about 
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ten minutes to download a video 
lasting two minutes! 

Over Their 
Heads 

While this all sounds exciting, 
Zenith have recently published a 
study ' New Interactive Media' 
because they found that quite a lot 
of the population still find "the 
superhighway business" over their 
heads. In fact, Zenith conclude that 
many video recorder owners still 
have the clocks on their VCRs 
permanently flashing at 12.00 
because they haven't yet worked 
out how to program even the clock! 
Get them on the Net? Oh yes! 

The Zenith report is aimed at 
advertisers to enable them to take 
up the opportunities of the Net. 



INFO 



New Interactive Media. 

The Practical Guide. 

Zenith Media. Bridge House. 

63^5 North Wharf Road, London W2 1LA 

Price £100.00. 



CompuServe 

CompuServe has announced 
that it plans to integrate its services 
with the Internet and to invest £200 
million over the next three years in 
network infrastructure, software 
development and Internet security. 

The company has also unveiled 
new products designed to give 
users access to both CompuServe 
and the Internet. These include a 
free NetLauncher, a Point-to-Point 
Protocol dialler and Web browser, 
providing CompuServe's member- 
ship with direct access to the Web. 
CompuServe will also supply 
free the CompuServe Information 
Manager for Windows, WinCIM, 
providing Internet In A Box 
users with access to consumer 
information. 

Internet In A Box will also get 
free basic CompuServe services 
for three months. 



Cars on the 
Superhighway 

You may yearn for a Ferrari, 
Porsche or Rolls but if you want to 
know which of the car companies 
has crossed the line first on the 
race to the Superhighway it is none 
other than unglamourous Vauxhall. 
The Luton-based, GM-owned com- 
pany claims to be the first UK car 
manufacturer to launch interactive 
advertising on the Internet. It now 



Cheap Call 



Digital Equipment Corporation (DEC), known for their lightning fast 
Alpha chip) is planning to launch its own telephone-on-the-lnternet 
product this year. The Internet Phone product, say DEC, will allow Net 
users with the right software, a SoundBlaster card and a modem capa- 
ble of at least 8Kbps to make an international call for the price of a local 
one. 



has a website of interactive menus, 
pictures and information screens 
featuring Vauxhall's Frontera 4 
wheel drive car. (Did you know that 
the four wheel drive "off road" 
vehicles have replaced portable 
phones as the fashionable 
"poseur* item? 

According to recent research 
only 3°o of them ever go off road!) 
Vauxhall claim that theirs differs 
from the normal list-like" websites 
as the user can explore the 
Frontera through a menu of inter- 
active screen dislays including ani- 
mation, audio and video playback. 

Vauxhall say that they are going 
to start an extensive awareness 
advertising campaign including 
tease and reveal" ads "in all the 
leading major E-zines' (electronic 
magazines) with a hotlink for the 
user to move to the front page of 
the Frontera website." The "E- 
zines" used include Electronic 
Telegraph, Electronic Top Gear 
and Electronic Financial Times. 
And Vauxhall are claiming that they 
are the first advertiser to use these 
electronic publications and link the 
ad to a full website. You can bet, 
however, they won't be the last. As 
we said earlier, big business is sit- 
ting up and taking notice of the 
commercial opportunities on the 
Net - whether Gary Fenton likes it 
or not! The Frontera web-site can 
be accessed on http://www.vaux- 
hall.co.uk 



Want to be 
a Journo? 

For those potentially thousands 
of "Hold the front page!", jet hop- 
ping, portable computer clutching 



writers who can't ALL work for AUI, 
the Net has the answer - or rather 
publishing company EMAP has. 
Browse free among all those plum 
journo jobs that you might deign to 
apply for if they offer you enough 
column space, cash and unquest- 
ioned expenses. 



Back of The Net? 

Propeller-head Netters of 
the past may have had little 
time for the "laddish" or 
loutish or even "Loaded" ten- 
dencies of the hooligan ele- 
ment - otherwise known as 
football fans. But the growth 
more general public Net 
users - and the success of 
games such as Sensible 
Soccer that show that even 
computer users are not 
immune to grown men run- 
ning about and falling over 
while trying to kick a plastic 
ball - means that the Net itself 
is naturally starting to cater 
for the "You'll Never Walk 
Alone" and other obscenities 
chanters. 

There is now a virtual 
library which is said to collate 
all the known soccer web 
worldwide. That's on: 
www.atm.ch.cam.ac.uk/sports/web 
s.html. 

From there you can use links to 
the unofficial pages of every 
Premier League club and some 
Endsleigh and Scottish league 
clubs and other clubs arond the 
world. 

While the present pages are 
unofficial, you can bet that with the 
big business that marketing foot- 



ball clubs is today with clubs like 
the egregious Man Utd taking more 
money from selling their awful 
replica shirt sales to gullible young 
Nicholases and Victorias than they 
do at the turnstiles, there will soon 
be official sites flogging merchan- 
dise to credit card-owning Net soc- 
cer fans. As they say at next year's 
Premier League champs - EE-Eye 
ADDITUP! 

One Net oddity is the West Ham 
website which is created by a sup- 
porter, one Steve Rappaport, from 
his home in San Francisco, USA. 
Apparently there are quite a few 
West Ham fans out there on the 
appropriately-named West Coast, 
including the brother-in-law of AUI 
contnbutor Daphne Moss. Support 

West Ham? Of course, Calif- 
ornia has always has more than its 
fairshare of nutters. 




NEWS 



"Gates reveah 
digital manifesto 
in bid for Presidency" 




Really mutant marketing ftx the greet marketeer and 
President to come? 



sites 



Mutant Marketing 

How would you like to con- 
tribute to "A Darwinianesque 
Internet site"? A Net-loving 
gent called John Kearon on 
©cityscape.co.uk is planning such 
an obviously much needed addi- 
tion to the SuperHighway. His con- 
cept? To create an evolutionary 
environment which propogates the 
non-random survival of randomly 



MEDIA JOBS ON THE NET 

Point your browser at 
www.emap.co.uk/media/ 



Netting the next Nigel Dempster or even Martin Wltton? 
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On Line 

CONTINUED 



seeded marketing communication 
ideas". We kid you not that's what 
he says. 

Which loosely translated, he 
also says, means "A communica- 
tions forum which becomes a caul- 
dren (sic) of experimentation and 
new ideas because anybody can 
contribute, anything goes, nothing 
is edited or controlled and 

the only arbiter of whether your 
contribution lives or dies is its pop- 
ularity with people accessing the 
site." 

So. Homo Nettus. if you want 
to establish your SuperHighway 
Darwinian credentials you can con- 
tact John Kearon on the site num- 
ber above or go back in time to the 
unevolved old voice communica- 
tion system of the tel-e-phone and 
speak to him on 0171 240 0888. 

Window 
Chopping? 



All the billion dollar hype of 
Microsoft's Windows 95 might 
have been down the drain if the US 
Government hadn't copped out on 
its original intention only a few 
weeks ago to stop the whole 
godammed thing because of the 
close link up of the world-conquer- 



ing PC operating system and its 
creator Microsoft's attempt really to 
make money by dominating the 
SuperHighway with the Microsoft 
Network. Microsoft Network's sub- 
scribers are being offered access 
to Email and bulletin boards - wow! 
- and other services. But so far in 
the UK only 14 British companies 
have signed up to provide services. 
However, you will be thrilled 
to know that they include 
Intergreetings, which provides ani- 
mated greetings messages sent by 
Email. Now isn't that what you 
have always wanted to use the Net 
for? Clever old Gatesy though is 
trying to make the whole thing very 
exclusive by limiting the original 
number of subscribers to 500,000 
around the world. Cost? Initially, 
£55 a year to include two free 
hours a month and £3.25 an hour 
after that. Don't all rush. 



Real Winners 

So fashionable has the Net 
become that anything involved with 
it can grab the headlines and the 
loose money that's around. Hardly 
surprising when the use of the Net 
increased more than tenfold in 
1994 from the previous year. 



One of the reasons for this 
increase was the easier access 
made possible by such products as 
Mosaic and Navigator, both unco- 
incidentally created by the same 
company, Netscape. 

When the company, founded 
just 1 6 months ago by then 23 year 
old programmer Marc Andreesen, 
floated its shares on the New York 
Stock Exchange, a few weeks 
back, Wall Street went into a 
frenzy. The official price of the com- 
pany's shares set at S28, hit $75 on 
the first day and ended giving 

the company a value of S2 bil- 
lion • a mere £1 .4 billion, practically 
a million grand a month since its 
beginning. Not bad for a little 
browsing program or two. 

However, what goes up... 
Netscape shares a few days later 
slid when the word got out that a 
crack - and we do mean crack - 



French programming team had lit- 
erally cracked the code of the key 
Netscape products. Still with all 
those juicy shares to cash in, Marc 
Andreesen is not to going to worry 
how to pay his next phone bill, is 
he? 

And finally we round up the 
Online section with news that even 
the great contemplation institution, 
the real home of browsing, has 
succumbed to the wonders of tech- 
nology! Yes. Netfolks. Dillons book- 
shops have installed eight Internet 
workstations in their Gower Street. 
London, store. For £3.00 cutomers 
can browse the World Wide Web 
for half an hour, use the Email ser- 
vice and receive expert advice on 
how to work computers. 

Books? Sorry, sir, we don't sell 
those old things, anymore. Try 
Bradbury's at 458 Fahreneit 
Street.. AUI 



AUI On-line 



If you have any news, comments, letters, or technical questions, you 
can contact AUI directly using this e-mail address: 



amigauser@cix.compulink.co.uk 

Or you can join our amiga_user conference on CIX, or contact us 
personally with e-mail 



From QDos to Kudos 

CONTINUED from page 58 

I can Just Do It! 

Keep sharpening the saw, just 
like Bill does. 

Macintosh 87? 



Apple people overwhelmed by 
the publicity given to Windows 95 
have scornfully dubbed it 
"Macintosh 87". There is some 
truth in that. The icon-based devel- 
opment of Windows 95 has clearly 
been an attempt to make the use of 
the program as easy as software 
on the Mac. Or if it comes to that 
the Amiga, though I have only seen 
one reference to the Amiga in all 
the acres of newsprint that have 
been devoted to the brilliant public- 
ity campaign with which Windows 
95 has been launched. 

Certainly the supposed great 
improvements in the Microsoft pro- 
gram have been wildly overhyped. 
Little things like longer file names" 
have been presented as if they 
were some tremendous technical 
leap forward. And wow! Windows 
has 32 bit technology and multi- 
tasking! I happen to be writing 



this on a cheap old 
machine called a 1200. 
You might have heard 
that 32 bits and multi- 
tasking are a part of 
its capabilities and it 
was launched some 
three years ago without 
everyone being made 
too much aware of 
those vital, world-shak- 
ing facts and also with- 
out the help of the 
Rolling Stones music. 
Shame! 

That Microsoft have 
performed an extraordi- 
narily successful mar- flflHH 
keting operation in the 
launch of an upgrade to a pret- 
ty clumsy operating system cannot 
be denied. Possibly it has been the 
most successful launch of ANY 
commercial product the world has 
ever seen. It has used the tech- 
niques of show business in an 
exceptionally imaginative way on a 
computer product that compara- 
tively few people have either used, 
have a use for or had previously 
heard of. When you can buy up a 
whole day's issue of The Times 
newspaper for £400,000, get the 
communications media around 
the globe giving you moun- 



I will tell y ou 
that users of 
Windows 3.1 

will find 

Windows 95 

easier to use. 

more efficient 

and a lot of fun. 



Bill Gates 

President, 
Microsoft 



tains of free publicity 
and make ordinary 
people discuss your 
leader, your company, 
and your product... 
Now that's real mar- 
keting. 

But change the world? 
Stop the wars? Feed 
the hungry? No, it 
hasn't done that. But 
what it has done is 
give the whole dimen- 
sion of computing a 
lift into the conscious- 
ness of the techno- 
phobic public.Comp- 
■HHB uting is now in. It is 
trendy. It is becoming 
a part of the mainstream of human 
activities and interest - at least in 
the developed countries who can 
afford it, which from the point of 
view of computer enthusiasts, such 
as us may be no bad thing. 

What the launch, however, may 
also have done, is, by bringing all 
that attention to Microsoft, have 
strengthened its hegemony over 
desktop and home computing. It 
has made it much more difficult for 
any system, whether Amiga or 
Apple, Sega or Sony, that is not 
compatible with the monolithic 
PC and, of course, Windows, to 



survive. Not impossible but much, 
much more difficult. 

It is significant that the lowest 
price for an upgrade from Windows 
3.1 to 95 that I have seen adver- 
tised has been £59. Where? At 
ESCOM. That is one company that 
knows on which side of its busi- 
ness bread the butter is. And you 
can bet that is not only true of 
ESCOM but of everyone in com- 
puting today. As with the battle 
between Betamax and VHS, in the 
world of today's technology, it's not 
always the good guy, the technical- 
ly superior product, that wins. It's 
the marketing that counts and 
when one system gets the power 
that Microsoft now possesses then 
the others may well get thrown 
right out of the windows. AUI 



A lot of fun '95 

How many Microsoft vice presi- 
dents does it take to change a 
lightbulb? 

Ten. One to fix the lightbulb 
and nine to make sure that 
Microsoft gets $2 for every light 
bulb changed anywhere in the 
world. 

Candles, anyone? 
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No Surchar ge For Credit Cards 

Postage & Packing 

SIMMs & Hard Drives £5 

Printers & Systems £10 

Prices are subject to change 

without prior notice. 

Prices correct at the time of going 

to press. 

Please phone to check availability 

before sending your order. 

Mode 15 Computers 

(01258) 837398 

Domus Alba. Cheselbourne, 
Dorchester. Dorset DT2 7NJ 

HOURS 6pm - 10pm Weekdays 

9.30am - 5pm Weekends 
Answer Phone at all other times 



SIMMs 



72 Pin 32 Bit 70ns (60ns Available) 



tmb 



2mb 
70 



4mb 
* 120* 



8mb 
*240* 



16mb 
399 



32mb 
799 



Fully Guaranteed Second User Simms Available At Reduced Cost eg. 4mb 32bit 72pin 70ns - £1 10 



IDE Hard Drives 



(SCSI & SCSI II also available POA) 



Various Quality Makes 
3.5" Low Profile 



250 
420 
540 

730 
850 
1000 
1200 



PRICE 

130 
150 
170 
199 
209 
259 
275 



Various Makes 
2.5" (A1200orCD32SXl) 



80 

120 

170 

250 

340 

540 



PRICE 

110 
129 
149 
199 
219 
325 



• * * New Lower Prices * * * 



This Months Specials 

1GB SCSI II £349.00 

1GB 3.5* IDE £259.00 

850mb 3.5 M IDE £209.00 

340mb2.5"IDE £219.00 

Syquest 270mb 
Removable Media Drive 

SCSI or IDE inc 1 cartridge 

£395.00 
270mb CARTRIDGE £60.00 



NOTE: 2.5" drives come with fitting kit for A1200 and CD32 SX - 1 module. 

3.5" drives can be fitted into A1200. Fitting kit costs £15 when bought with drive. 



Grade 'A' Floppy Disk (2 for 1 Warranty) 



Quantity 



DD 



HD 



10 



2.80 



3.25 



20 



5.30 



6.30 



50 



12.50 



15.00 



180 



24.00 



29.00 



500 



115.00 



140.00 



1000 



225.00 



272.00 



Other Items 



Viper 030 28mhz Mk2 inc MMU 
Viper 030 50mhz Mk2 inc MMU 
33mhz FPU 68882 

CyberStorm 060 50mhz 
CyberVision 64bit Graphics 

Squirel SCSI II Interface 
Megalosound 8bit Sampler 



115.00 

POA 

50.00 

POA 
POA 

65.00 
32.50 



Panasonic 4 speed SCSI-II 
NEC 6XI 6 speed SCSI-II 
Nakamichi 7 disk auto-changer 

Epson Stylus Colour Inkjet 
Canon BJC4000 Colour Inkjet 

Fax Modem 14.4k inc. Cables 
Fax Modem 28.8k inc. Cables 



199.00 
349.00 
319.00 

429.00 
309.00 

89.00 

155.00 



AUI Special wepof t 
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Texas Instruments has a device that 
gives voice to telephone Caller ID serv- 
ices. Spoken Caller ID enables the call- 
er's name to be announced over the sub- 
scriber's receiver, enabling the subscriber 
to know who is calling before deciding to 
accept or reject the call. The subscriber can 
then use spoken commands to take the 
call, refuse it or re-route the call on voice 
mail. 

BT have already launched Caller Line 
Identification for subscribers who wish to 
pay an additional £3.99 per month. The 
service requires a special telephone 
(£79.99) but alternatively a small screen 
panel for your existing phone can be added 
for £49.99. You can then see the identity of 
your callers before you pick up the phone. 
A cheaper way is to dial 1471 and you 
will find out the last person who has called 
you, or at least their number, free of 
charge. You can request the operator to 
switch off CLI on your line altogether so you 



The Arnica CD32 is used for a futuristic banking 
service in Canada. 

can dial away without having your 
identity revealed, or simply dial 141 
before your main number and their 
1471 won't work. (And kindly stop 
that heavy breathing who ever is 
calling the Editor late at night - or let 



The system uses digital radio 
links from the aircraft to ground sta- 
tions, from which calls are routed 
via national telephone networks. 
The cellular technology is cheaper 
and simpler than the satellite based 
equipment used on long haul air- 
craft. 

Keeping IVIobile 

Look in any national newspapers and 
the price of mobile phones seems to 




Jabra Corp, of California has cre- 
ated an earphone which also oper- 
ates as a mouthpiece. It has per- 
suaded IBM to integrate the Ear 
Phone with its wireless modems. 
The all-in-ear technology incorpo- 
rates a speaker and microphone in 
a tiny unit. 



him have your number.) Though the 
logic of the hiding the number busi- 
ness is a little puzzling, as presum- 
ably if the person you are ringing 
answers you will say who you are 
anyway! 

Jetphone is Europe's first direct 
air-to-ground telephone service. I 
Launched jointly by BT and France 
Telecom, the telephones have 
been installed on British Airways 
and Air France, Air Inter and 
SAS airlines. 




and H 



Video conferencing is the latest trend in communication with business 
col leagues and clients around the globe. ShareVision, a video 
conferencing kit, has been designed so users can see who they are talking 
to in a colour video window, as well as working with them on a particular 
application, which may well be the most valuable part of the system. 

Both parties need to have ShareVision installed which costs around 
£1000 per videoconferencing kit. This includes software, colour video 
camera and stand, video and audio cards, high speed fax/data modem, 
headset and cables. 

See Phone from Olympic Communications also offers video commu- 
nication. As an upgrade path of converting an existing PABX to a desk 
top PABX, the See Phone applications include the provision of remote 
visual contact to centralised experts, "to reduce stress and expense of 
having to travel for inter office meetings" - other words to stop those 
sciving off executives. This video upgrade system for PABX has shared 
dial up access to video information and dial up of Business TV to the 
desk top. 
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Aul Special Report 



be falling dramatically. However the 
cost of a call is still high whether you 
choose low call tariffs or business 
lines. 

This may be the reason that the 
take up in offices is slow, with Cellnet 
reporting only 1 8% of staff using them. 
But mobiles are set to develop from 
being mobile versions of fixed phones 
to a properly converged product. 

For example Cellnet's Personal 
Assistant makes use of both fixed and 
wireless networks, with the PA soft- 
ware knowing whether the person is 
most likely to be in the office or car or 
at home by trying each location until 
the phone is answered. 

Mercury One-2-One (who have 
free evening calls but have just in- 
creased their monthly subscription 
from £12.50 to £15.00), have a sys- 
tem whereby the switchboard reroutes 
a call to one of a group of mobiles - 
useful if the team such as surveyors, 
architects or inspectors 
are out on visits. 

Mobile Data is also 
being developed over 
the current generation 
of digital mobile net- 
works. One system is 
the short message 
service which acts 
like a pager with 
messages of up to 
160 characters 
being transmit- 
ted. Data can 
be transmitted 
via a PC as 
faxes or elec- 
tronic mail 
by networks 
such as 





The humble phone - a key factor in the 
TodmoWortd. 

GSM • Global System for Mobile. All 
the user needs is an interlace card 
slotted into the computer. This has a 
cable linked to the card to a suitable 
GSM phone such as Nokia, and al- 
lows data to be transmitted via the 
wireless network into the fixed one. 
Orange PCN plans to introduce mo- 
bile data this summer. 

In addition to mobile data, net- 
work operators are trying to generate 
extra revenue by offering enhanced 
services such as voice messages. 
These are left by callers when the 
mobile they are calling is switched off, 
and are free, but like answering ma- 
chines, generate extra calls. Voice 
mail can also be used to provide infor- 
mation services such as Vodacom's 
which gives information on hotels and 
restaurants. 

As the number of mobile services 
expand, a new type of pan-European 
service provider is emerging such as 



Umsource Mobile, a Swiss, Swedish 
and Dutch consortium which has links 
with AT&T to provide a one stop serv- 
ice for businesses using mobile voice, 
data and paging in several European 
countries. 

AT&T's PersonalLink wireless 
data communications service is a com- 
mercial service which enables its sub- 
scribers to employ intelligent mess- 
aging with the help of intelligent as- 
sistants, these are essentially mobile 
software programs 
that go places in the 
electronic community 
and carry out their 
owners' instructions. 

The wireless hand 
held computers and 
communicators can 
send electronic mail 
to one another using 
only their names to 
address the message. They can auto- 
matically forward messages from par- 
ticular people to someone else's com- 
puter or paging device or have copies 
of messages about specific subjects 
made and sent to colleagues. In the 
future, intelligent "assistants" or 
"agents" will be able to perform even 
more complicated tasks such as noti- 
fying subscribers of changes in share 
prices, searching publications and 
data bases for information of particu- 
lar interest to the subscriber or mak- 
ing travel reservations. 

Big Spending 



more than GEC, who second, accord- 
ing to a survey by the magazine Cor- 
porate IT Strategy. British Gas was 
third with £31 3m. 

The average information technol- 
ogy investment by UK companies was 
1 .5% of turnover compared with 2.9% 
in the USA. That measly percentage 
should keep us in our usual place in 
forward looking economies., tagging 
along behind. 




British Telecom heads the league of 
big spenders in IT in the UK spending 
£580m last year. This is almost £200m 



Future Photos 



Remember the Photo-CD system which Kodak 
launched a couple of years ago. where you send 
off your photos to be recorded on compact disc? 
The digitised snaps can then be played via a 
compatible CD player on living room TVs. (Yes, 
we know that camcorders really took off for those 
videos of you and the girlfriend - or girl friends if 
you were really lucky - for very, very private 
viewing, but your local Boots won't develop that 
sort of snap even for the CD technology.) 

The problem with the Photo CD system is that 
it is cumbersome and expensive. It's not us who 
are saying that but none other than George 
Fisher who has moved from Motorola, where he 
respectably produced chips for the Amiga, to the 
racier world of Kodak as the mere Chief Execu- 
tive. 

Fisher has created a new brand, Kodak Dig- 
ital Sciences, which is concentrating on collabo- 
ration with other companies. Among the innova- 
tions will be a series of print stations set up in 
stores, shopping malls and super markets. Cus- 
tomers will be able to take their old prints and 
have them scanned, digitalized and reprinted 



with all the blemishes, red eyes and other imper- 
fections removed. 

This opens up all sorts of possibilities to 
enhance photos to make the subject look better, 
or even to edit out unwanted aspects, for exam- 
ple removing an old boyfriend or now-divorced 
spouse from the picture, according to Fisher. A 
large sheet containing two or three photographs 
will cost about £5.00. 

The software needed to run the print stations 
has been developed by Microsoft- who else! - and 
will also be sold in PC-compatible packages for 
computers. 

The traditional roll of film may soon be rel- 
egated to being collectors items as new systems 
like Kodak new DC 40 come out. It has a disc 
instead of film, to store 48 high-quality digital 
images. 

At the moment the DC 40 is priced around 
$1000, but is expected to come down to be in 
reach of the public pocket. It is claimed to be far 
superior to any present disc-based cameras. So 
make sure you tuck away a yellow and black box 
for posterity- it could turn out to be valuable relic! 



There was a time . . . CDTVs were healded (by 

Commodore!! as the future of technology. Ah 

well . . . Don't hold your breath for it to happen. 



MOTHER 
OF ALL 

NETWORKS 



. 



Communications would not be com- 
plete without reference to the elec- 
tronic superhighway - the Internet. 

From a select band of Net surfers 
to the establishing of cybercafes. the 
Net has now become part of everyday 
communications life. If you want to 
contact your favourite radio station, 
forget 'answers on a postcard' or even 
faxes, just key in the email number. 
Need to contact your MP? Well try the 
Internet - provided it is Chris Smith 
(Labour's shadow heritage secretary) 
as he's one of the few already on the 
Net. 

But seriously folks, Internetting is 
no longer the nation's new pastime, it 
is big business. And business is tak- 
ing off. From £200m last year to a 
projected £60billion by the end of the 
century. 

The global communications facil- 
ity, marketing and research device 
and channel for electronic commerce 
is being seriously considered by the 
Labour party as Tony Blair wants to 
ensure that a technological infrastruc- 
ture covers the country and is acces- 
sible as possible. Along side the wel- 
fare state, information technology is 



NOVEMBER 1995* AUI 




AUI Special Iceport 



continued 



one of Labour's two priorities for the 
coming year. 

Big Business 



A new network is connected to the 
Internet every 30 minutes and 1 m new 
users join each month. By the year 
2000 some industry observers are 
predicting 100 million Internet users. 
The recent surge of business interest 
in the Internet has been driven by the 
easy to use software for searching the 
Net's information resources but mainly 
because there are so many potential 
customers that businesses cannot ig- 
nore it. The most popular use is of 
internal and external electronic mail 
with software packages allowing per- 
son to person voice calls over the 
Internet. The fastest growing portion 
of business is through the World Wide 
Web which provides a standard of 



WebSpace from Silicon Graphics 
can be used to create three dimen- 
sional virtual worlds and Hot Java 
from Sun Microsystems can be used 
as a Web browser to down load static 
pages of text and graphics using small 
software applications created by Sun's 
Java programming language. 

The practical side of such Web 
graphics will enable holiday makers to 
take an on-line tour of their possible 
destinations to check out the location. 
Electronic shopping will become more 
interesting as merchandise can be 
examined closely. Another possible 
application could be up to the minute 
reports on sports results with live up- 
dates and interaction. 

RealAudio from Progressive Net- 
work, a Microsoft spin-off company, 
works with existing Web browsers to 
provide a much improved method of 
transmitting voice and music via the 
Internet. The company has announced 
three new products - Realaudio Player 
program for consumers, the RealAudio 
Studio for Web site content creators 




You've heard of solar power? These futuristic musk instruments sre controlled by thst ancient power 

source - the wind. Now there's technology tor you! 



protocols for presenting and retriev- 
ing pages of information. This year 
alone there has been more than 1 5,000 
WWW home pages set up by mdividu 
als, academic institutions, companies 
government departments and other 
organisations. In addition many com 
panies have set up electronic bill 
boards to advertise their products thus 
producing a commercial elemen 
through multimedia presentations 
three dimensional images and video 



and RealAudio Server for on-line pub- 
lishers. QuickTime On-line from Ap- 
ple, promises music videos over the 
Internet. To play back the interactive 
music files, PC users will need Ap- 
ple's QuickTime program offered for 
sale on-line of course! Quicktime may 
be a euphemism though, it takes about 
ten minutes to download a video last- 
ing two minutes! 

While this all sounds exciting, Ze- 
nith have recently published a study 



No More 

Marching 

Through 

Gc 



If you want to know what's going 
down in the TechnoWorld - apart 
from reading AUI, of course, the 
place to go is the renowned show 
that takes place in Atlanta. Georgia 
- Comdex. But now it's not going to 
be necessary to fly all the way across 
the Pond (Shame! Says M.Witton.) 
you can have a close look at what's 
happening in technostyle in London. 
Softbank Comdex, the company 
who run the thing, have announced 
they are going to mount the first 
annual COMDEX/UK. The event, 
which is an expansion of the US- 
based computer show, will take 
place from 23-26 April 1 996 in Earl's 
Court 2. 



'New Interactive Media' because they 
found that quite a lot of the population 
still find this superhighway business 
over their heads, preferring to keep to 
the highroads. In fact. Zenith con- 
clude that many VCR owners have 
the clocks permanently flashing at 
12.00 because they haven't worked 
out how to program the clock! The 
report concentrates on factual descrip- 
tions of the new media particularly 
aimed at advertisers to enable them 
to take up the opportunities. 



Per 



France Telecom, INRIA (I'lnstitute 
Nationale de Recherche en Infor- 
matique Automatismes) and Rank 
Xerox Research Centre have started a 
project called TransRel ATM. The 
project uses the latest network tech- 
nology which is capable of transmitting 
video, audio and data at high speeds. 
The ATM network splits data into 
equal sized packets and sends them 
down a fibre-optic cable. The effect of 
this technology is that more efficient 
transmission relieves the need for the 
whole network bandwidth to be used, 
easing pressure on network systems 
and providing a significant cost ad- 
vantage over existing technology. It 
has been measured as able to trans- 
mit 13 megabits a second. It has. 
believe it or not, a theoretical speed of 
25 megabits a second. And further 



developments are predicted that will 
take it up to 155 megabits a second. 
That compares to 128 kilobits a sec- 
ond on ISDN today. The speed of the 
network is said to give whiteboard- 
sized, TV-quality, delay-free video and 
realtime data exchange. 

ATM is thought, unsurprisingly, to 
be likely to overtake ISDN and be- 
come the next international standard 
for networking. 

Printing Money 

Rank Xerox has launched what they 
claim is the UK's first desktop Mag- 
netic Ink Character Recognition 
(MICR) laser printer - the Xerox 4179. 
This is capable of printing complete 
cheques (including MICR security 
symbols) and negotiable documents 
such as bonds, warrants, stocks and 
shares. 

The Xerox 4179 is claimed to be 
the first desktop printer to conform to 
stringent European banking stand- 
ards. It will enable banks, building 
societies, insurers, government de- 
partments and others to print secure 
documentation at a regional or branch 
level. This will, say Xerox, help reduce 
these organisations exposure to fraud 
because fewer documents will need 
to be transported or stored. 

Not everyone needs a printer to 
write cheques - though we'd probably 
all like one and the cash to go with it - 
but still use the fax, copier and printer 
which means we have to keep getting 
up from the desk. While this could be 
the only exercise some people get in 
the office, it may not always be con- 
venient, so Rank Xerox have designed 
a combined digital copier, fax and 
printer for local-area networks. This 
multifunctional machine, called the 
Xerox Document Server, enables us- 
ers to send faxes or produce finished 
documents to their exact specifica- 
tions, including stapling, collating and 
multiple copies. 

The server can also be used to 
copy paper originals. Alternatively, 
paper documents can be scanned 
into the system, digitised and com- 
bined with computer-based informa- 
tion to produce a single report. This is 
possible because unlike a traditional 
copier, where a light passes over a 
page and produces an analogue copy 
of it, a digital copier scans the docu- 
ment all in one go and digitises it so 
that it is stored in the same form as 
computer based text. 




Starting here . . . Microsoft's weapon to dominate the Internet is MSN - Microsoft Network, 

controversially contained within Windows 95. 
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THE 'LITTLE GEM' MICRO 
AUDIO MIXER AND E.Q. UNIT 

THEY SAID IT! 

"The Little Gem is just the thing to bring your Amiga's sound out of it's shell." 

"Give your Amiga's sound the treatment it deserves - 83% CU Amiga. 

"This is an essential piece of kit. Buy it now!" 

"If you're serious about using your Amiga for making music, then you MUST have one of these. 

Simple as that." - Raven (MED User Group). 

"The quality of the Gillett Mixer is self-evident." 

"The Gillett Mixer is an extremely useful addition to the equipment armoury 

of an audio buff." - 83% Amiga User International. 

"Feed your sounds through the "Little Gem" micro mixer to 

make a higher quality end recording." - 80% Amiga 

Shopper. 

Features: 

2 Channel In/2 Channel Out 

Hi and Lo EQ (equalisation) to +/- 12db - to increase/decrease the 

bass and treble content of the sound 

Pan Controls for stereo positioning of each channel - no need to 

suffer from hard right and left stereo panning 

Battery or Mains operation - takes no power from your computer 

Process sounds prior to sampling - then process again on playback! 

Acts as a sound processor to seriously enhance the sound 

Dimensions only 140mm x 75mm x 50mm 

Compatible with all models of Amiga, PCs, Macs and Ataris 

KThe current retail price for the 'Little Gem' is £69.95 
which includes VAT, packaging and first clui 
postage. Overseas delivery: Europe add £4.00. Rest of 
v^W orkl .tJJ lft.OO. Ua .p. . ,nJ/W P om.,I ..-It- ,. n U ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^g 
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GILLETT MULTIMEDIA 




DIGITIZE YOUR FAVOURITE 35MM PHOTOS 



70P EACH 



80P EACH 



LORES 

LORES OVERSCAN 

LORES LACED 

LORES LACED OVERSCAN 

HIRES 

HIRES OVERSCAN 

HIRES LACED 

HIRES LACED OVERSCAN 



32, 64, 256, 4096 COLOUR FORMATS (PLEASE STATE) 

NO LESS THAN 5 PICTURES PER ORDER 

ADD 20P PER PHOTO FOR HAM 8 

ADD 30P PER PHOTO FOR 24BIT 

FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

AREA BLOW-UPS AND A4 MATERIAL SEND SAE 

PLEASE, NO COPYRIGHT MATERIAL 

ADD 50P P&P 

MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO: DIGITAL IMAGE TECHNOLOGY 
PO BOX 1314, GERRARDS CROSS, BUCKS SL9 9NH 
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continued 

Another desk-top wonder from 
Xerox, this time for SoHo users, is the 
3006, a combined plain paper fax, 
printer and copier. The machine is 
based on inkjet printing technology 
and costs £1139, plus £149.00 for a 
connectivity kit which allows the prod- 
uct to be linked to a PC. 

In a recent survey Xerox found 
that at least half the world's multina- 
tional companies need to distribute up 
to 50% of their key documents on a 
global basis but many are under- 
equipped to do this. 

This appears to be because the 
capacity of their computer networks is 
limited (especially for bulky docu- 
ments) or because they are not able to 
translate them quickly enough or print 
them on demand. 

Xerox's famed Palo Alto Research 
Centre (PARC) in California - that's 
where they invented the mouse and 
our own dear old GUI system - has 



new world of multiple microproces- 
sors. Oh dear! What a dilemma! 

48 Hour 



JVC, who developed the VHS video- 
tape recording system, has announced 
that it has a new digital version, D- 
VHS. This will, they say, provide bet- 
ter picture quality and sound, or alter- 
natively longer playing times • up to 49 
hours on one cassette. D-VHS play- 
ers will also play ordinary VHS tapes. 
(Yes. but will the clock be easy to fix?!) 
More than 50 firms are already 
developing a rival digital system that 
uses smaller tapes, but many will make 
players for both formats and let the 
market decide, as with DAT and dig- 
ital compact cassettes. But watch out, 
the winning formula many well be on 
a disc rather than traditional tapes. 



Smaller and 



Researchers at the Cavendish Labo- 
ratory, at Cambridge University, In 



Enterprising] Multimedia 



IBM have published a report called 
Movie Guide. This study examines h 
successfully in many major business p 
to show that multimedia will radically 
dispelling the myth that it is only for g 

The study highlights that when te 
information are combined, they signif 
of information. 

If you want a copy of the report, 



nterprise Multimedia Servers - The 
w multimedia is already being used 

rojects and provides strong evidence 

redefine the way business is done - 

ames and PCs. 

t, graphics, images, audio and video 
antly increase the value and impact 



c ill IBM on 0181 575 7700 



achieved a breakthrough in flat-screen 
technology. PARC has demonstrated 
a 1 3" diagonal flat-panel active-matrix 
liquid crystal display (AMLCD) with 
record-setting resolution of almost 300 
dots per inch, compared to the normal 
72 dpi that computer monitors can 
usually achieve. 

Such resolution claims to make 
the display "paper-like", providing su- 
perior image quality comparable to 
laser-pnnted output. 

Hitachi's Ace 

Hitachi has unveiled what they claim is 
the world's most powerful IBM-style 
mainframes in its new Skyline range. 
While IBM is moving fast but hot ECL 
chips to cooler, cheaper, slower CMOS 
microprocessors, Hitachi has produced 
another generation by putting both on 
the same chip. It calls the hybrid tech- 
nology ACE. for Advanced CMOS- 
ECL 

Skyline systems are claimed to be 
twice as powerful as the IBM equiva- 
lents which presents users with an 
interesting choice. Either they can fol- 
low 30 years of IBM mainframe logic 
and switch to Hitachi, or reverse their 
thinking and follow IBM in a possibly 
hazardous conversion to the brave 



collaboration with Hitachi, have been 
looking at ways to manipulate small 
numbers of electrons both to store 
information and to process informa- 
tion and perform logical functions. 
Smaller and smarter chips are capa- 
ble of storing more information and 
carrying out calculations more quickly. 
The Cambridge Group have isolated 
small groups of electrons from com- 
ponents of up to half a million elec- 
trons and have shown that functions 
carried out by a large number can be 
carried out by very few. They intend to 
try and isolate single electrons on 
small islands - creating the single elec- 
tron device (SED). These will be ca- 
pable of amazing memory power and 
can allow the equivalent of five million 
pages of typed text to be stored on a 
chip the size of a postage stamp. 



Eight Gigs 

Hewlett-Packard has ramped up its 
HP SureStore range with the addition 
of two multiplatform external DAT 
drives. The 4Gbyte HP Surestore 
5000eU and the 8Gbyte HP SureStore 
6000eU are user-ready units that sup- 
port tor Windows NT, OS/2 and UNIX. 
The HP SureStore Tape 5000eU 



4Gbyte multiplatform external DAT 
drive costs £1059 and the HP 
Surestore 6000eU 8Gbyte multi-plat- 
form external DAT drive is priced at 
£1179. 8Gigabytes! and not so long 
ago we were all happy with 8 Bit stuff. . 

In 1994, HP was the worldwide 
leader in DAT products, according to 
IDC, a market-research company. In 
addition IDC says that HP was the 
world's leading supplier of tape backup 
products in 1994 too. 

According to IDC, DAT market 
share grew from less than 1%o|world- 



supports PCMCIA, infrared commu- 
nications and peripherals and "is suit- 
able for markets such as insurance, 
transportation, utilities, consumer 

packaged goods, pharmaceuticals 
and health care." 

Lot The Other 
Guys Blink 




Fujitsu make 

Tablet witty easier to swalhw. 



wide tape drive revenue to more than 
28% during the last five years. 

Taking the 



In a move designed, they say, "to set 
a new industry agenda for light weight 
mobile computing". Fujitsu Personal 
Systems . (FPSI) produced the Stylis- 
tic 500, a 2.81b 'tablet 1 PC powered by 
an Intel 486DX2-50 CPU. "the fastest 
microprocessor ever designed into a 
tablet". 

Fujitsu modestly describe this lit- 
tle wonder as having 'blazing speed, 
feather weight architecture with the 
power and expansibility of a high-end 
PC with communications capabilities 
providing vertical market users the 
freedom of true mobile computing'. 

This rugged little mobile computer 



As part of the SD alliance with Toshiba 
and the Time Warner entertainment 
group, Matsushita have launched a 
new optical disc especially developed 
for use in PCs. The triumvirate are 
trying to persuade other electron- 
ics, entertainment and informa- 
tion technology com- 
panies to adopt their 
digital disc technol- 
ogy rather than that 
developed by Sony 
and Philips. 

Both sides in the 
disc war have unveiled 
their versions of thedig- 
ital video disc which 
combine the functions of 
audio compact discs and 
video cassettes. They are 
also up- grading theiroriginal tech- 
nology. 

Matsushita have shown a dual 
layer disc which is capable of storing 
most feature films on a single side 
with a capacity of some 3.9 gigabytes 
of data. 

Both sides claim they are still ea- 
ger to end hostilities by agreeing an 
industry standard for digital discs. 
However neither side is willing to aban- 
don its technology! 

Many industry observers are pre- 
dicting that there will be plenty of big 
business blood spilt in this battle of the 
giants akin to the original fight out that 
saw VHS win over the technically su- 
periorbut interiorly marketed Betamax. 
The struggle also brings in the 
next stage of the row over MPEG 
standards that is going on. MPEG - 
Motion Picture Experts Group - is the 
standard used in Video CDs - the kind 




More and more electronically controlled sales kiosks are being used. Online 

shopping is a bin growth area. 
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Satellite Smartcard Emulator! 



Connects all VideoCrypt & EuroCrypt decoders to your com- 
puter. Emulation software to decode most encrypted channels 
(including Adult, Film, Music & Sport) is freely available - 
full details are included. This product should not be used to view 
channels for which you do no have a subscription!! 



NOW ONLY £49.95 FOR AMIGA. IBM PC & MACINTOSH 



Send two 25p stamps if you need further details. Please add £3.95 P&P 
and allow up to 30 days for delivery. All trademarks acknowledged. 
E&OE. Foreign orders welcome. Trade Enq. 

Fax: +44 (0)1884 255273. 
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Internet Software Kit 



The very best Internet utilities available including 
the latest World Wide Web browsers and huge lists 
of FTP an WWW sites (10,000+) • including those 

hard to And ones! 
Now includes one month's FREE Internet access! 



ONLY £19.95 FOR AMIGA, IBM PC & 

MACINTOSH OR £89.95. £129.95 INCI. 

V32 BIS V34 FAX MODEM 



Please specify computer, add £3.95 P&P per order and allow up to 30 
days for delivery. All trademarks acknowledged. E&OE. 
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3.5" IDE Hard Drives 

for A600S&A1 200s 

at excellent prices 

installed & return carriage paid 

example270Mb£1 25.99 • 360Mb £1 33.99 
420Mb £144.99* 540Mb £161.99 
850Mb £195.99 -1275Mb £247.99 
Please call first for latest offers 

*Some AGOO's may require new ROM to fit hard drives 

We also do repairs eg A500/+ 
at £58.99 (including postage) 

G C Electronics 

COMPUTER WORKSHOP 

12 Newmarket Street 

Consett, Co. Durham 

Tel & Fax: (01207) 502249 



FREE CATALOGUEl ""p 1 - *"* 
Over 2.000 titles. I ^xt,. 



Stone. 
Staffordshire. 

'the software people ' I stis sgh. 



Zone 1 



The price you see is the pnee you pay, VAT. P&P are ALL included. 
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VISA 



IILTK 



Great prices, same day despatch, free gifts, regular prize draws. 
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If we tell you that an item you order is in stock, 
and you don't get it within 10 days, it's FREE. 



Our promise to you; 

!• We will try (o beat my genuine offer 

• We keep hundreds of titles in slock. 

• We never surcharge credit/debit cards 
|f Cards only charged after goods are sent 

We are always friendly & helpful 
We are available 9am to 9pm every day 
[• We never mislead you about our stocks 

• We never quibble about returns 



Optional membership scheme; 

• Bt-moothry catalogue A disk. 

• Money saving discount vouchers. 

• Bonus postn scheme 

• Monthly prize draw. 

• Free competiuons ft more. . 
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that run on the video cartridge that 
fitted into the late lamented CD32 and 
was in so short supply that even Com- 
modore couldn't get enough and had 
to scurry round to try and find some as 
everybody wanted them - and CD32 
owners still do. (If anyone finds any, 
we'll give them a reward!) 

MPEG is the standard for com- 
pression and decompression of mov- 
ing video that lets the machine read 
the data - generally in the "whitebook" 
format which was invented by Philips. 
Decompressing doesn't take that 
much processing power, but compres- 
sion is what needs the big effort. 

What MPEG does is lots of clever 
working out of algorithms to make 



highly complex calculations about the 
easiest way to squeeze in all the data. 

MPEG can, for example, decide 
that it only needs to deal with the 
changes from frame to frame and so 
can repeat most of the picture without 
any alteration. That saves lots of 
processing power. It can even appear 
to guess which frames or parts of 
frames will come next or make a quick 
decision when it finds an area of a 
single colour that it only needs to have 
one mathematical formula for the 
whole area. Saving effort again. 

Clever stuff, eh? Well, the next 
stage of MPEG is being argued over 
by the Big Fish in the world electronics 
pool. Lots of bucks ride on whose 
standard gets accepted for an even 
smarter system for MPEG 2 and even 
3. Which is why it's taking a long time 
to get agreement. But take it from us, 
MPEG is really The Next Big Thing 
and our guess is that ALL and we do 
mean ALL desktop computers will 
come with it as standard within a cou- 
ple of years. 

Even with today's MPEG stand- 
ard, with a Video-CD disk and a com- 
patible MPEG playback card, video 
picture quality is better than VHS 
standard and sound quality is in a 
different - a CD - class. 

Video-CD audio is the same qual- 
ity as conventional audio compact disc 
and uses 1 6 bits sampled at 44. 1 KHz. 

To be able to play a Video-CD 
movie, there is a need, however, for 
four separate items: the CD-ROM, a 
Video CD compatible video decom- 
pression card, a Video-CD compat- 
ible CD drive and a soundcard with 
speakers. But it will come, it will come. 

Video on Demand 

Westminster Cable, one of the pio- 
neer cable franchises in the UK, is 




All is not deadly serious and big 
business in the TechnoWorid. . Keep- 
ing fit for the corporate wars involves 
exercise, so how better to keep the 
ticker steady than a stimulating round 
of techno-golf? (How better? What 
about techno sex or will that make 
the ticker stop?) 

Cybergolfers can now tee off at 
St. Andrews or the Belfry without the 
inconvenience of losing the ball or 
getting caught in the wind or rain! 
The Interactive Golf game, available 
from Innova (0181 207 2222) was 
developed by Sports Sciences of 
Twinsburg, Ohio. The £120 system 
comprises a special golf club which 
interacts with a small electronic mat 
on the floor and software that can be 
used in any 386 or 486 computer. 

Having selected the golf course 
you want to play, your ball is auto- 
matically lined up on the first tee. 



Ahead you see a representative pic- 
ture of the real hole including trees, 
bunkers and the rough. You are also 
given the precise yardage to the 
hole and asked to select the appro- 
priate driver wedge or putter. 

The actual club is a short (26") 
object like a baseball bat, weighted 
to feel like the real thing. You swing 
it over the mat, making sure that a 
red spotlight projected from the 'club' 
passes cleanly over the mat. The 
quality of your drive is then deter- 
mined by the speed and movement 
of an infra-red beam beneath the 
club as it passes over a couple of 
sensors on the mat. A microproces- 
sor calculates how hard you have hit 
the ball, the direction and any hook 
or slice. 

Sports Sciences plans to launch 
an interactive baseball game soon. 
Remember to duck. 



looking to launch an extensive trial 
of video-on-demand. Starting in 
November, the trial will involve 100 
subscribers in London who will be 
able to choose from a library of 50 
films by using the channel selector, so 
there is no need for the much vaunted 
set top box - yet. 

By March next year, 1000 West- 
minster Cable subscribers will also be 
involved in the trial, which will then 
have over 200 titles, to find out what 
sort of films people will want from their 
video-on-demand. (Bet soft core porn 
comes out on top - or perhaps we 
should rephrase that. 

This type of film information will be 
useful to BT who are also involved in 
video-on-demand trials, due to be 
launched shortly down conventional 
telephone lines in the Ipswich and 
Colchester areas. 

And Finally . . . 
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Immortality 

The body of a convicted killer has 
been mummified on CD-ROM for 
medical students to explore every 
detail of his anatomy with a mouse 
instead of a scalpel. 

Joseph Jernigan was 39 when he 
was executed in 1 993, by lethal injec- 
tion for a murder committed in 1981. 
Jernigan had agreed that his body 
could be used for medical research, in 
exchange for choosing the killing jab 
instead of the electric chair. 

Immediately after the execution 
his body was flown to a medical labo- 
ratory in Colorado where it was 
scanned by X-Ray and magnetic reso- 
nance to create tissue and bone maps. 
The corpse was preserved in gelatine 
before being cut into 1 ,878 slices from 
head to toe. 

Each one-millimetre thick portion 
was photographed and digitised then 
combined with the scans to create a 
detailed image of the whole body for 
the US National Library of Medicine. 



The 5th State 
of Matter 

Scientists in the US have chilled a 
gas to the lowest temperature ever 
achieved on earth. This they have 
named the new '5th state of matter' 
as predicted by Einstein 70 years 
ago. 

The Bose-Einstein Condensate 
(BEC) was created at the Joint Insti- 
tute for Laboratory Astro-physics in 
Boulder, Colorado, at a temperature 
20 billionths of a degree above abso- 
lute zero. It contained thousands of 
atoms which had lost their separate 
identities and merged into one gigan- 
tic super-atom. 

It will be useful in the short term 
for testing various predictions of 
theoretical physics about interac- 
tions between atoms and the na- 
ture of matter. In the long run there 
will be practical uses - although no- 
one knows quite what they will be! 
And as Maynard Keynes said, in 
the long run we're all dead - even 
Einstein. 



There is a choice of access to the 
body - through the World Wide Web, 
which may be time consuming or 
through a CD-ROM launched by 
Floating Point (01734 776333). Both 
versions need loads of memory, with 
the quicker being CD-ROM. But if 
you are into necrophilia you'll be need- 
ing 16 megabytes of RAM and 150 
megabytes of free hard disk space. 
Whatever turns you on... 

So there we have it, a quick and 
dirty swivelled eyed gaze across 
the ever growing, ever amazing, 
ever more unbelievable but true 
TechnoWorid. Just remember 
when It knocks on your door and 
demands your money and your life 
that you read about it and were 
warned about it here first - in the 
TechnoNutty pages of AUI. 




The Virtual Future - one certainty for the Technoworld is Virtual Reality. Soon a virtual AUI? 
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Dear AUI, 

I have been reading your excellent 
magazine since August 1994 and I 
wondered if you could help me. 

I have had my A600 for just over 
a year now and I am interested in C 
Programming and Ray Tracing. I 
have got Imagine 2.0 from a 
coverdisk and the tutorials do not 
provide much help to learning how 
to use Imagine so I decided to buy 
The Buddy System for imagine 2.0. 
On recently receiving it the on-line 
help has proved very useful but 
what would be even better are the 
prerecorded demonstrations that 
come with the Buddy System. 
These show what most of the 
buttons and features of Imagine 2.0 
do but this is where the problem 
arises, I have followed the on 
screen prompts but I get the 
following problem. When a 
demonstration is activated it takes 
over the mouse pointer and clicks 
on things that it needs to click on, 
While the pointer is doing 
something like the above you are 
informed at the top of the screen 
what the pointer should really be 
doing. When I run a demonstration 
the pointer does not seem to do 
what it should be doing and it does 



Andy Eskelson. Guru of 
the mysteries of the 
Amiga, answers your 

queries and solves your 

problems. 



not seem to get to the points of the 
screen it needs to. Please, please 
help me because I would love to be 
able to use Imagine properly, 
because at the moment I haven't a 
clue what I am doing. My system 
setup is as follows: 

A600 plus the following; 

1Mb Upgrade (putting me to 2Mb) 

Trapdoor Expansion 

MPS1270A Commodore Inkjet 

Printer 

Evesham Micros Amiga External 

Disk Drive 

With the following software; 

Workbench 2.1 (Workbench Version 
38.35) 

Kickstart Version 37 , 350 
Imagine 2.0 Coverdisk 
The Buddy System For Imagine 2 .0 
The docs for the Buddy System 
mention that you should not have 
screen blankers or mouse 
acceleration switched on, both of 
which I do not have on. I hope I 
have provided enough information 
for you to help me. 

Gavin Nellist 
Birmingham 



handbook and make sure that you are 
operating in the correct screen size. 
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Dear Gavin. 

The only thing that I can think of is that 
the Buddy System was recorded in a 
different screen mode and resolution. 
If the pointer seems to be going to far, 
then you need a higher screen 
resolution, and vice versa. 

The Buddy System is not a demo 
as such, it actually used Imagine and it 
needs to know exactly where the 
buttons are. Check the Buddy System 



Dear AUI. 

I use my computer almost 

exclusively for word processing, 

making music and playing Delux 

Galaga. 

The word processor is the best 
that I have ever used, including 
PCs. I can "attach" any screen font 
to a printer font - thus I get 
WYSIWYG even with proportional 
fonts. I used to use a Deskjet 500 
and all of its 100+typestyles were 
displayed onscreen correctly 
justified. 

I can mix, say, normal, double 
width and condensed on a single 
line and even this is displayed as it 
will appear in print. So are sub- and 
superscript. 

I can call up a representation of 
a full A4 page with individual words 
represented by red lines • brilliant. 

The wordpro is also very fast * 
pressing F1 will find a spelling error 
on page 20 while my hand is still 
returning to its rest position. Having 
found an error a window is opened 
in which is displayed the key' - the 
first few letters of the word I spelt 
wrongly, plus a list of words 
beginning with those letters. If the 
word I want is not listed t can 
repeatedly delete a key letter, thus 
increasing the list of possible 
words. The dictionary contains 
250.000 where one tenth of this 
seems to be considered sufficient - 
it isn't. 
My problem is, thought it's not 
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really a problem, is that my 
stunningly brilliant wordpro is not 
native to the Amiga. It's Text87Plus4 
and was written for the QL Thanks 
to the QL emulator I can still use it. 
What I want to know is • is there an 
Amiga Wordpro that can do the 
things I've written about. On your 
answer depends whether I keep the 
A1200 or sell it and buy an 
accelerator for my QL. 

Alan Pywell 
Saltfleet 

Dear Alan. 

I get the feeling that you are very 
comfortable with the QL 
wordprocessor. and it is going to be a 
very difficult task the get you to 
change. That's the real problem, once 
anyone gets used to one system 
changing is always traumatic. 

The answer has become very 
complicated, as there are different 
types of wordprocessor for different 
applications. By the way PC 
wordprocessors are very powerful 
indeed. Word and WordPerfect have 
more functions than you would 
believe, but it takes time to learn how 
to use them. 

I find that 99% of the work that I do 
is mainly text based. So a good text 
engine is called for. I chose Protext 
and I've been using it for years. The 
programmability of Protext makes all 
the difference. I only use a couple of 
macro files, but the difference that you 
make is well worth the effort. 

For slightly more graphical work. 
and if I want to make use of the 
hundreds of outline fonts I use 
Wordworth. if I need to get slightly 
more precise I use a DTP program. 
Unlike a lot of people I don't have any 
problems swapping from one system 
to another. 
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All the features that you mention 
are basic functions that most of the 
Amiga wordprocessors will implement. 
The speed of the spelling check that 
you mention seems a little fast, but it 
could be an alphabetical sort system 
that is doing the won\, i.e. the error on 
page 20 is not the first error in the 
document. 

Other functions are the thesaurus, 
correction databases, printer support 
and so on. You have to decide on the 
type of work that you do, and purchase 
the program best suited to do it. 
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Dear AUI. 

I own an Amiga A1200, 2 Mb, no HD. 
and included in the package was 
Wordworth 2, which I have been 
using for over a year, so, as a 
regular buyer of AUI magazine, I 
was pleased when I bought the 
June 1995 edition to see that some 
compugraphic fonts were supplied 
on the cover disk, which would be 
suitable for using with Wordworth, 
and I was hoping to have been able 
to use them. This as yet, I have not 
been able to do. 

I read the DTP article in that 
month's magazine as suggested, 
but found it to be a little over my 
head. I also tried to find any 
information in the Wordworth 
manual but didn't have any luck 
there either. 

I was hoping you may be able to 
send me the information I require, 
so as I can use these fonts in my 
Wordworth program. Also, I would 
appreciate it if the information could 
be laid out as simply as possible. 

Thanking you in advance for 
your response to my enquiry. 

Mr P. Beauchamp 
Berkshire 

Dear Mr Beauchamp, 
I don't have Wordworth 2, but I do 
have Wordworth 3. I hope the usage of 
the fonts has not changed too much. 



You have to copy the fonts files into 
the correct directory. 
(Intellifont/WwFonts for Wordworth3) 
and then rvn the InstallOutlines 
program with no tooltype set. If you 
want to share fonts, and you don't 
want to use the default drawer, you 
click once on InstallOutlines. and then 
select information from the 
Workbench/Icon menu. Edit the 
FONTSPATH= tooltype to point to 
wherever you have installed the fonts. 

The big problem will be your 
unexpanded system, it is going to 
mean a lot of disk swapping. 




Dear AUI, 

Firstly, I'd like to congratulate you 
guys on what a great magazine 
you're producing. It's got substance 
and it's got panache, unlike the 
battery farmed cack other 
publishers seem intent on turning 
out right now. However, a decent 
text editor on one of your 
coverdisks wouldn't go amiss (I 
know, I know, it's probably in a back 
issue). 

Anyway, the query. I've got an 
A1200 with an 80Mb hard drive and 
a 4Mb memory expansion. In a 
catalogue from one of these firms 
which sells off miscellaneous bits 
of electronic equipment, a friend 
and I spotted a 300 baud only 
modem being sold off at an 
amazingly cheap price. What we 
want to know is whether this means 
it's complete crap, or whether it's a 
genuine bargain. Unfortunately 
details are extremely sparse, we 
don't even know what the model is 
or who manufactured it, and there 
are no instructions included. But we 
do know that it has a standard' 
160x100mm Eurocard with 
DIN41612 connector and needs 
• 12V. Could such a connector allow 
the modem to be hooked up with 
either my A1200 or an A500, and do 




you think we'd actually be able to 
drive it? Muchos gracias if you 
could give us a few hints. 

Justin Casey 
Dorset 

Dear Justin, 

You are quite correct, we put EDword 
on a SuperDisk a few issues ago. (Jan 
1995. Superdisk 49) You can get it if 
you wish, for details see the Back 
Issues page which appears in most 
month's AUIs. 

Don't touch the modem with a double 
length barge pole. It is becoming 
increasingly rare for 300 baud to be 
supported, even 2400 is fast becoming 
obsolete! A Eurocard connector is a 32 
way edge connector. I doubt if the 
system is even RS232 compatible. 
Never buy anything second hand 
without full documentation, unless you 
know exactly what it is. 




Dear AUI. 

I am writing to you in response to a 
letter sent by S.Hindle which 
appeared in Amiga Answers section 
in the June issue of the magazine. 

In his letter, S.Hindle states that 
he managed to obtain a PD disk 
called Casio Communications so 
that the Amiga computer can 
communicate with the Casio range 
of digital diaries. 

I am interested in obtaining this 
disk because I also have a Casio 
Digital Diary (SF-R20) but I could 
not locate it in any PD library I 
know. Since I also have the 
communication cable as supplied 
by Casio and obtain this disk I 
could answer S.Hindle's query by 
trying Casio's custom cable with the 
Amiga software. So could you 
please tell me from where I could 
obtain this disk or else pass on my 
details to S. Hindle or S.Hindle's 
details to me? 

Another thing, are there any 
plans for further issues of Amiga 
CD? The first three disks were 
superb especially CD No. 3. 

Thank you for your kind 
attention and also for your most 
instructive and informative 
magazine. Keep it up! 

Francis Laus 
Malta 



Dear Francis. 
Thank you for your offer, 
unfortunately Mr Hindle did not state 
where he obtained the software from. 
Maybe he will see your letter 
and write in again and let us know. 
The production or not of more 
CD roms, is the Publisher's 
decision. No doubt market forces will 
determine the viability of more CD! 
Disks which, sadly may be unlikely 
until Amiga Technologies start 
producing Amiga CD 32s again. 
Then, however... 




Dear AUI, 

I have a problem with GPFax and 
mobifax modem. When I transmit 
faxes to other fax machines it 
doesn't work but receiving faxes is 
no problem. I have phoned and 
spoken to GPFax Software and also 
Mobifax. GPFax will reply to me this 
week or next by fax or letter. So, I 
have to tried to change setting- 
tooltypes-modemtype=144LC but It 
won't work!. I've also tried other 
types modem, but still it won't work. 

I bought a Mobifax 144 modem 
about 3 weeks ago, The company 
was PACE MICRO 
COMMUNICATIONS LTD. Victoria 
Road, Shipley, BD18 3LF , and 
GPFax from Australia. 

Right.. ..My computer is Amiga 
1200 Workbench 3.0. and 
installation with GPfax. 

Stephen Foster 
Leicestershire 

Dear Stephen, 

I'm not going to be much help I'm 
afraid. I don't have GPFax so I cannot 
really help you all that much. There 
are a couple of points in your config 
settings that I don't like. 

It is very unusual to use software 
handshaking when running at 19,200 
bps. Hardware handshaking 
(RTS/CTS) is much the preferred 
option. The training failed, noisy lines 
might also be significant. Are your 
telephone lines noisy? You might have 
a bit too much equipment on a line. I 
have come across problems where 
equipment was picking up hash from 
other nearby equipment, monitors are 
especially prone to cause this problem. 

However as you have stated that 
receiving is no problem, I would say 
that incorrect handshaking is the most 
likely cause of the problem. You will 
need to set your program to use 
RTS/CTS, and set the modem to use 
RTS/CTS. You will need to ensure that 
the serial lead that you are using has 
enough wires for hardware 
handshaking. (Pins 2.3.4, 5,6,7, 8,& 20) 
need to be connected through. 




Dear AUI, 

My set-up is an Amiga 500 plus, 
GVP 120 Meg. Hard drive with an 
extra 2 Meg RAM. I have a 
DATAPHONE PRO 4 Bis four speed 
smart MNPS/42 bis Modem, and I 
have Term, NComm and JR Comm 
software, unfortunately however I 
am having no success at logging 
on'. 

I have tried each comms 
program first with default settings, 
then with some changes, such as 
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protocol and baud rate, with all the 
phone numbers from the July AUI 
cover disk which are local to me, 
but all I get is a message saying 
CONNECTED' followed almost 
instantly by a NO CARRIER' 
message. Please be kind enough to 
print my phone number and maybe 
someone could Phone or FAX me 
the settings I need, or offer some 
assistance, (tel/fax 01268-682191) 

Secondly, with the modem 
connected to the serial port and 
my printer (Canon BJ 10-SX), 
connected to the parallel port, the 
printer refuses to work unless the 
modem is first unplugged from the 
computer, any ideas on this 
problem would also be appreciated. 

The BBSnumber 01268-590189 is 
no longer available, perhaps you 
could print this also, as the new 
tenants object to being woken in 
the middle of the night by a 
computer screaming at them. 

Keith Thornton 



Dear Keith. 

Firstly there is no such thing as a 
default setting for comms. You need to 
ensure that the system is set up as 
needed. I have three ideas as to what 
is going on. The first thing is that you 
need to sort out the modem settings 
and your comms settings 

You need 9600 bps. RTS/CTS 
handshaking. 8 data bits, one stop 
bits. You also need the correct cable, 
more on this later. 

You must lock the DTE speed 
(modem to terminal speed) at 9600. 
Your manual should tell you how to do 
this, in the Hayes command set at&bt 
is commonly used. 

Once you have the basic settings 
correct you will need to investigate the 
flow control. Most modems default to 
Xon-Xoff you need to change this to 
RTS/CTS. Be warned that you may 
have to set your comms [package to 
Xon - Xoff. or No flow control until you 
get the modem configured. 

Once you have done this, 
everything should work out. 

Now the problem could be that 
the modem that you are calling does 
not support the rather low speed that 
you have available. V22bis is 
2400bps. which is very slow by 
today's standards. Quite often a high 
speed modem will get confused, start 
the connection up, and then drop the 
line when it sorts out that it does 



not like the other modem. Try 
connecting to someone who has a 
low speed modem. 

The cable could be a problem. 
This ties in with your other point 
about the printer. Ensure that your 
cable only uses pins 1.2,3.4.5.6,7,8 
& 20. Some of these pins may 
be unused, but what I call a standard 
cable will have all of these used, 
with the exception of pin 1 which 
is normally the screen of the cable. 





Dear AUI, 

I have an Amiga 2000 with an 80386 
SX PC Bridgeboard installed which 
has recently developed a minor 
problem with the Amiga mouse, 
when used on the PC Bridgeboard. 

The problem only appears 
during the power up of the 
bridgeboard. so I wonder if you will 
be able to help or advise me on how 
to overcome the problem. When the 
board was originally installed the 
Mouse worked perfectly well on the 
PC side and was always available at 
PC Bridgeboard startup. Recently 
however. It has become unavailable 
on the PC side, at initial power up 
or after a hard re-set. However, it 
does become available on a soft 
reboot i.e. utilising the Ctrl Alt Del 
keys to re-start the bridgeboard. In 
fact the mouse then works perfectly 
no matter how many times I switch 
between PC and Amiga sides: 
provided I have not completely 
powered down or hard reset the 
machine. 

I think it might be the Amiga 
failing to read the Janus software or 
hardware that is causing the power 
up failure of the mouse on the PC 
side. I have tried re-installing both 
the Bridgeboard and software, and 
also tried installing it in a different 
Amiga 2000 machine but the same 
difficulty was experienced. This has 
left me wondering whether I have a 
minor bridgeboard fault or possibly 
clashing hardware. 

My machine has quite a bit of 
equipment installed and I suppose 
it could be causing the difficulty, 
although I must say that I doubt it. 
Since after above mentioned test I 
still had the same difficulty in the 
other machine. So to help you with 
my problem I have listed below both 
Amiga 2000 machine setups:- 

Amiga side of my machine has a 
Rev 6 motherboard and the 
following:- GVP Combo 68030 board 
with 4 Meg of 32 bit RAM and 52 
Meg SCSI Quantum hardisk. One 
internal 3.5" floppy drive and one 
external 3.5" floppy drive. Internal 
Commodore 230 I Genlock. Supra 
expansion board with 2 Meg of 16 
bit RAM. 

Keyboard operated Workbench 
Switcher to switch to either 1.3.3 or 
2.04. Philips CGA Monitor. 

PC side — Commodore A2386 



20Mhz Bridgeboard. DOS6 2 IBM 
IDE 40 Meg hardisk. Canon Dual 
3.5" & 5.25" internal floppy drive, 8 
bit ISA Slotted ACUMOS Trident 
VGA card, connected to an external 
VGA/PAL converter. One multiple in 
and out card In 16 bit AT ISA slot, 
with IDE. 1 serial and 1 parallel port 
activated. 

The other machine I tried had a 
Rev 6 motherboard and the 
following: Supra expansion boards 
with 2 Meg of 16 bit RAM. 2 internal 
3.5" floppy drives. Manually 
switched Workbench switcher to 
switch between either 1.3.3. or 3.0. 
Hitachi TV CGA Monitor. 

PC side: DOS 5.0. Western 
Digital 32 Meg Hardcard (with 2 
partitions. One for the PC side and 
the other for the Amiga side) 1 in 8 
bit ISA slot. Canon Dual 3.5" & 5.25" 
internal floppy drive. One multiple 
in and out card in 16 bit AT ISA slot, 
with 1 serial and 1 parallel port 
activated. 

It seems only to affect the PC 
side of the machine as the mouse 
always works normally on the 
Amiga side. This is why I believe 
the problem may be related to the 
Janus software but I cannot 
understand why it has only recently 
occured hence the need for help. I 
would appreciate it if you could 
spare some time to look at this 
problem and suggest a possible 
resolution. If there is one. Many 
thanks in advance for your time 
and help. 

Pete Gunter 
Southend On Sea 

Dear Pete, 

I don't think that there is a fault as 
such. The mouse still works, after a 
warm boot. This sounds to me as if the 
Amiga is a little slow in initialising 
something, and the bridgeboard fails 
to find a mouse, until a reboot occurs. 
I would start looking at things such as 
commodities, and anything else in the 
start-up sequences that might be 
slowing things down. If you cannot find 
anything obvious, then you will have to 
start from scratch with a completely 
clean machine and add your utilities 
one at a time until the fault reappears. 




Dear AUI, 

I have purchased your magazine for 
the first time this month (July 1995) 
and I must say how impressed I 
was with it. 

However, I have had a problem 
trying to load the coverdisks, 
although by following the 
instructions they copy all right. 
When I load them with Workbench, I 
am using version 2.04, the icons 
appear and yet when I click on 
these a requester shows which 
says "unable to open your tool 
AmigaGuide." This happens with all 
the icons except Draughts Demo 
Jelly-Othello and Ping Pong. I have 



not tried the smaller utilities as I 
had no call for them. 

I am using a standard A500+ 
with no expansions. Would you 
please explain where I am going 
wrong as I am new to the 
computing world? 

Stuart Nash 
North Yorks. 

Dear Stuart, 

There is nothing actually wrong with 
your system or the coverdisks. The 
Amiga is giving you some information, 
the only problem is that you don't 
know what it means yet 

An Amiga program normally 
consists of two parts, the actual 
program is the mam part, and the Icon, 
the small picture that you dick on is 
the other. The Icon has other uses to 
the system. If you wrote a letter such 
as this one. and then saved it via a 
wordprocessing program, it is likely 
that you would end up with a small 
icon with the name of the file below it. 
When you dick on the icon, after a 
while your wordprocessor would load, 
and then the text of the letter The 
point is that the Icon on which you 
clicked was NOT your wordprocessor, 
so how does the Amiga know how to 
load the wordprocessor first, and then 
load your text into the wordprocessor 
program? 

The tnck is all done with the Icons. 
There are two mam types of icons that 
you will meet They are Tool and 
Project Icons. You don't have to worry 
about Tool Icons, apart from the fact 
that a Tool is a program such as a 
wordprocessor, database, m other 
words the actual program. Project 
Icons you will use every day They are 
your main interlace into the Amiga 
system. A project Icon is a file that 
contains something that YOU have 
created. Such as a letter, a graphic 
picture or anything else. 

In the Icon there is space set aside 
to indicate what is needed to run a 
program. The most common thing is 
the default tooltype. The default tool is 
the program that is needed to access 
the file. So a wordprocessor text file 
might have its default too set to 
Protext. which is a common Amiga 
wordprocessor. In the case of the AUI 
coverdisks the Amiga is telling you that 
it cannot find the tool 'AmigaGuide' 
which is a special viewer program for 
text files. 

The full AmigaGuide archive is 
freely available, any of the big PD 
libranes will be able to supply it. There 
is one more little twist in this tale, you 
have to tell the system where you put 
programs This means that you need 
to understand the concept of a 'path'. 
With your rather limited storage 
system you are not going to have very 
long paths, but the concept is easy. 
Say that you have a program called 
'MYPROG' and you put it in the 
utilities drawer on your Workbench 
disk. To access this you would click on 
the Workbench disk icon, then on the 
utilities drawer, and finally on the icon 
MYPROG. The path is just a line of 
text that corresponds to those actions. 
In this case the path would be: 
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-Workbench:UtilitiesMYPROG" 

The colon indicates that the 
WonXbench is a 'device'. The most 
common device is a floppy disk. In this 
case it is your Workbench disk. The 
next word is the name of the drawer, 
the slash is a separator, the last word 
is the name of the program. This can 
be contracted or expanded as 
necessary. 

Workbench:MYPROG would be the 
path if MYPROG were not in any 
drawer. 

Workbench :dra wer 1/drawer2/dra we 
r3/drawer4/MYPROG would be the 
path if MYPROG were buried very 
deeply in the disk structure 
somewhere. 

All you need to know now is how to 
change the tooltypes. Click ONCE on 
an Icon, and then select 'Information' 
from the Workbench Icon menu. A 
window will open and you will see the 
default tooltype box. Just click in it, 
and modify/add the path and tooltype 
of your Tool (Program) 

One last thing to note. You have 
not told me which version of 
Workbench that you are using. Most of 
the programs that appear on the 
coverdisks require Workbench 2 or 
higher to run successfully 

If you are using 1.3, in general they 
won't work for you and anupgrade to 
2.0 would be what you need. 



Workbench loads, hence the reason 
why you see the normal Workbench 
startup messages. 
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Dear AUI, 

Since the issue of the July AUI I 
have been running AWS on my 
startup-sequence. Although try as I 
might, I could not get it to run by 
following either your instructions or 
those in the docs, and eventually 
did it my way. 

My query regarding this neat 
little program is can I get It to 
display through the complete 
startup sequence? As it is AWS 
displays for the first few seconds 
and then the AmigaDos screen 
appears i.e. Commodore Copyright 
9 1985-1991 etc. 

Ideally I would like to display the 
program right up until my MagicWB 
and WBstart-up have loaded and 
are ready to run. My system is an 
accelerated B2000 with hard drive 
and I have enclosed a printout of 
my startup-sequence. Thanks for a 
magnificent mag. and great cover 
disks. Keep it up! 

Ted Edwards 
Leicester 

Dear Ted. 

I'll have to have a look at this AWS 

proggie: 

AWS is designed to run BEFORE 

Workbench loads, once Workbench 

loads things are under control of 

Workbench, not AWS. All your other 

programs are started up via 

Workbench (probably from the 

Workbench startup drawer. 

AWS takes up quite a chunk of 
memory, and this is released before 




Dear AUI, 

I have a CD32 with SX1 , FMV 
cartridge, Amiga A2000 keyboard, 
floppy disk drive, Citizen ABC 
printer and 4 Mb of fast RAM. Up till 
now my set up has played CD-I 
titles such as Top Gun and Addams 
Family Values with no problems. 
However, when I tried Four 
Weddings & A Funeral the disk 
would not play further than the grey 
CD-i screen. I tried Almathera's 
Video Creator on it and selected 
play Video from the screen and it 
plays the first eleven minutes of the 
film but no further. I'm guessing 
that this is to do with 4 Weddings 
being white book format but any 
ideas as to what I can do to see the 
film in full and why I have this 
problem? 

Matty Newell 

Dear Matty 

It is quite possible that what you say it 
true. However I have no idea if there is 
a cure for this problem. If the CD32 
plays nonval CD-i titles then you can 
only assume that the wide screen 
format is the problem. Try contacting 
Philips, they should be able to give 
you some explanation of the difference 
between 4 Weddings and other films 
running in MPEG. Of course, it could 
be to do with Hugh Grant's recent 
problems! 
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Dear AUI, 

I have written to Amiga Format 
about DTV but have had no 
response. I have stated to read AUI 
on a fairly frequent basis and have 
noticed that you give your 
readership more answers to their 
queries than other mags. So here 
goes! 

What I would like to do is add 
some simple captions to my 
camcorder video recordings without 
spending a fortune. I have created 
various captions with DPaint IV, 
Helm, TVText etc. but cannot figure 
out a way of linking my A4000/30 to 
my video recorder. I even tried 
using my trusty old A500 via the TV 
modulator. 

The equipment I have available 
is as follows: 

Amiga A4000/30 , (2Mb chip 2Mb 
fast) 540Mb hard drive, external 
floppy disk drive. 
Commodore 1942 monitor. 
Amiga A500 (1Mb) 
Panasonic SV70 SVHS Camcorder. 
Ferguson Nicam VHS video 
recorder. (Scart socket) 



Ferguson TV with two Scart 

sockets. 

Mitsubishi TV with one Scart 

socket. 

JVC video recorder with old style 

connections at the back. 

If I need to buy some more 
equipment, perhaps you could 
suggest some of the most suitable 
solutions to my problem. 

Christine Kitt 
Avon 

Dear Christine, 

You have enough equipment for the 
video work, what else you need will 
depend on how 'professional' you want 
the result to be. 

Firstly the very basic method would 
be to record video from your Amiga 
onto the VCR. The simple way to do 
this is to use the modulator and 
connect this into the antenna input, 
you will have to tune the VCR receiver 
to find the modulator output (around 
channel 36) This is no different to 
using a TV. 

The problem with this is that you 
will have to record the caption, stop 
the tape, connect your other 
VCR/Camcorder and then continue. 
This is not the best way to do things. 

A more professional approach 
needs the use of a device called a 
Genlock. This allows two video 
sources to be mixed together and the 
combined output is sent to a common 
output. The nonnal usage is for the 
main VCR source to be the 'master 
input', the Amiga is slaved from that. 
This means that the Amiga's video 
system takes its timing from the 
master VCR. rather than its own 
internal timing signals. This enables 
the Amiga's video to be in exactly in 
step with the master VCR, this 
prevents the two signals scrambling 




Dear AUI, 

I have a standard A1200 with a 260 
Mb Zappo external hard drive. I am 
running OS 3.0 and MagicWB 1.2p. I 
have a problem with some of the 
preference editors, for example the 
WB pattern editor refuses to display 
and pattern when I select use, test 
or save. The editors work fine If I 
boot from my Workbench disk. Most 
of the others refuse to work as well. 
I have a few more questions: 

1. How do you display 
pictures/load files from AmigaGuide 
documents? 

2. 1 intend to buy a CD 32 and 
link it to my A1200 with SERNET. 
Will this make the CD32 run like a 
Zappo CD ROM i.e. can I load Photo 
CDs etc? Will I be able to use the 
CD32s memory on the A1200? 

3. 1 have access to a scanner on 
an Archimedes computer at school, 
I have saved the pictures to a PC 
disk and loaded them onto my hard 
drive. However I cannot 
display/convert them on the Amiga. 
I have tried every format on Image 
Fx 1.5 and the PD version of 
Superview. Do you know of any 
program/datatype which will load or 
display the pictures or just check 
what format they are in? 

4. 1 cant use the virtual memory 
on Image Fx or PPaint 6 I enter the 
path name Aq1:temp1 but it says 
that the it cant open the page or 
the limit is exceeded. What am I 
doing wrong? 

A Hopson 
Salisbury 




each other. The output is sent to a 
second VCR. 

The trick is that it is possible to 
have a transparent colour on the 
Amiga. You create a caption where the 
background colour is transparent, and 
the genlock overlays this onto the 
output from the VCR. Because the 
background colour is transparent the 
video is visible, and any captions are 
on top of the video. 

Genlocks come in all sorts of 
shapes and sizes (and prices). Expect 
to pay up to £150 for an entry level 
unit such as the Roctec Rocgen plus. 

Read the Genlock tests in AUI May 
1995 page 28 that will give you a good 
idea of what is available and possible. 



Dear A Hobson, 

Obviously something is upsetting your 
system. The only way of tracking this 
down is gradually to remove 
applications until you find the one that 
is causing the problem. You might 
have to go back to a clean system and 
start from scratch. Get rid of MagicWB 
first and then any other OS 
enhancements. 

It is possible to display graphics in 
AmigaGuide documents but I would 
advise you to get the full AmigaGuide 
archive, and also a copy of Heddley 
(available from Aminet and PD libs) 
which makes the creation of 
AmigaGuide documents much easier. 

If you can find out the graphics 
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You will be stunned by the speed of the new Warthog 275 from Premier Vision - and positively 
gobsmacked by the incredibly low price. The Warthog275 is based on the world's fastest chip 
-the DEC Alpha, making it the most complete cost effective rendering solution on the market. 

Up to a massive 30 times faster than other rendering systems, 
allows the Warthog 275 to simply gobble up any job you care to throw at it. 



The Warthog 275 MHz Dual Pipeline Rendering System (minimum specification) 



• DEC Alpha 275 AXP fully fanned 
chip (upgradable) 

• 2 Mb l7Ns secondary cache RAM 

• 32 Mb DRAM (Expandable) 

• 4 Mb PCI 64 bit graphics card 



• 17" Multiscan Monitor 

• 1.0 Gb SCSI drive 

• Quad Speed CD-ROM 

• Ethernet Adapter 

• Keyboard and Mouse 



Full multiple fanned Tower Case 
with 1.44MB floppy drive 
Windows NT Workstation 



Custom configurations can be designed to your own specification. 

The Warthog 275 MHz is fully expandable and upgradable, and at a price of £7,499.00, 

its just dying to do big jobs for you!! 





VISION 



rUTTlMO MULTIMEDIA TO WOtK 



Premier Vision, 156 Blackfriars Road, London, SEI 8EN. 



For a demonstration call Willy Warthog now on 0171 721 7050 
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AUI Answers 



format in which the Archimedes saves. 
there may be a suitable convenor. The 
other option is to find a program on the 
Archimedes that will convert the native 
file format into a more common fonnat. 
Sorry I've never used the Archimedes 
so I don't know what is available for it. 
But if you contact Acorn they should 
be able to tell you and we could take it 
from there. 

Are you sure that the virtual 
memory on both programs is the same 
thing? 
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Dear AUI, 

I would like to say how magnificent 
your mag is for 3.75. I have an 
Amiga A1200 (and I am proud of it) 
with 2 drives, 2 meg, a scart TV, 
Hyundai SVGA Monitor. I also have 
a Star LC24/200C printer and an 
Amstrad DMP3160 printer. I have a 
couple of questions to ask. 

1. On the box the monitor says 

this... 

Hyundai HVM 428E 

14" colour monitor 

vga svga 8314/a,xgn 

1024 by 765 0.28 dot 

I have also Amiga VGA which 
came with it. The real problem is 
this. When I use Workbench it runs 
quite well and without any 
problems. DPaint 4(AGA) is OK 
along with all other art packages 
and pictures except Photogenics 
(demo). This demo and a few of the 
other programs do not work in the 
same way either. All they do when 
you boot up from a vga is show 
Workbench screen which is OK 
then the program is displayed in the 
top half of the screen sometimes 
split in two, left and right in the 
middle, centre on the outside. 

Stunt Car Racer, Frontier Elite 2, 
Pinball lllusions(demo) and a few 
others take up the whole screen but 
still split. This is because the 
monitor works at 32khz-40khz am I 
right? What I want to know that is 
whether there are any little black 
boxes that double the frequency of 
the cpu or a switcher so I can put 
the monitor in 15khz mode when I 
want to use or play certain 
programs. I hope that there is such 
hardware available as my Dad paid 
abou #200 for it. If not what do you 
think I should do with it? 

2. 1 have a second hand copy of 
Wordworth 2 with which I printed 
this letter out. For documents I use 
the Amstrad printer. I installed a 
printer driver into the devs/printers 
draw. Everything worked fine but I 
only had one font which is er urn.. I 
have tried installing the printerfonts 
with installer but no rest. All I get is 
the stanndard pica9. Can you help 
as I am going mad about it? 

3. This is about SuperDisk 
61+62. First of all I tried to 
decompress Scorched Tanx but it 



wouldn't let me. I carried along and 
decompressed everything else 
before it. all went OK. I tried again 
to decompress Scorched Tanx. It 
went OK until it asked for 
SuperDisk 62 and the alarm thing 
went off (I do wish you would 
remove it). 

I slipped SD62 in and it kept on 
asking for it. It didn't work. I reset 
and tried again exactly the same 
thing happened but instead of 
bleeping and going on, a blank 
requester appeared (I know about 
taking the disk out too soon but the 
disk wasn't out of the drive.) 

I reset and tried again. I 
decompressed it properly but when 
playing, after the first round was 
just over it went into Workbench 
and said I/O error. My friend Andrew 
tried it on his A500+ and the same 
thing happened. 

What should I do. send it back to 
you and get a replacement or swear 
at you and put a guru curse on all 
of your disks. If you could write 
back to me I would be very pleased. 
This is because I find it hard to get 
AUI sometimes. Well what do you 
expect from a 13 year old? 

Robin Willamson 
Lines 

Dear Robin. 

Your problem is that the VGA monitor 
is not a multisync monitor. Make sure 
that you only use monitor modes 
compatible with the scan rate of the 
monitor. Also make sure that you have 
VGA only in your monitor's drawer as 
this will help. 

I only have information on Ww3, all 
you have to do is copy the fonts into 
the Wfonts directory and then run the 
install fonts program. I am trying to 
find out the definitive answer to this as 
it is such a common problem. 

The I/O error is a problem with the 
program. The docs do state that it is 
very memory hungry. 

It is not the policy of AUI to reply to 
letters individually, letters are 
answered in print. However. I will 
make use of an s.s.a.e if provided. 




Dear AUI, 

I have an A1200, GVP A1230 + 4 
Meg + SCSI Board, Syquest 105 and 
a 1942 Monitor. 

The problem is a lot of 
interference on screen when I 
access any drive. 

I also wish to purchase a SCSI 
CD ROM Drive (one of the main 
makes) but I'm confused about the 
software, will I get all I need to run 
the drive, or will I require software 
like Asim CDFS. are there any 
similar PD programs? 

R.Jones 
Hampshire 

Dear R.Jones. 

The interference could be caused by 



several things. My first guess would be 
an overloaded power unit My second 
guess would be that the monitor is 
picking up hash from the drive. Move 
things about a bit. and see if the 
problem changes. 

What you get with the drive will 
depend on where you buy your drive 
from. There are good PD software 
drivers available as well as 
commercial. The drivers are available 
on Aminet. and from the normal PD 
sources. If you buy from an Amiga 
dealer, then I would expect that the PD 
drivers would be provided with the 
drive. (Ask first!) 




Dear AUI, 

I am writing to you for several 
reasons but I will outline my system 
first; A1200 2MB (i.e. unexpended), 
130MB Reala hard drive, Cumana 
ext 1 MB disk drive, PowerScan 4 
mono hand scanner, a Canon BJ- 
10sx bubble jet printer and a poxy 
JVC TV via the RF input. 

Firstly, after using some cover 
disks from less superior magazines 
I appear to have messed up my 
start-up sequence in three ways; 

1) on booting from the hard drive 
I get a message can't find Work: 
helm/helm, 

2) if I install PowerScan onto the 
hard drive it looks for diskfont 
library V36 and cannot find it. 
(Maybe I should have mentioned 
that I am also running Magic 
Workbench !!) 

3) ImageFX 1.51 is on the start- 
up and I cannot remove it. I have 
removed the main program but not 
the start-up. (I am not familiar with 
the CLI) 

Secondly , having just got 
WordWorth 3.1 I was quite 
disappointed to find that I 
continuously run out of memory, I 
realise that I must get more memory 
but I am a bit confused as to the 
types available i.e. fast RAM, chip 
RAM etc. I would mainly use my 
Amiga for DTP with Wordworth, 
using the occasional mono picture. 
How much memory and which type 
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should I get? 

Thirdly, I was both happy and 
depressed to find on your back 
cover of the August 1995 issue that 
the new A1200xl is due soon. Using 
the 68030 processor and at a 
maximum of approx. #300 seems 
very cheap when to expand my own 
A1200 to the same processor would 
cost a further #200, that is without 
the FPU which is a further #99. 

My dilemma is whether to 
upgrade to the new xl or to wait and 
hope that the expansions for my 
bog standard' 1200 come down in 
price. Any words of wisdom would 
be appreciated. Maybe for my needs 
a few extra Megabytes of memory 
might be sufficient. 

I have heard that over 4MB of 
RAM messes up the PIGMIES port, I 
would like to get a Squirrel at some 
point and use a CD ROM. are there 
any complications with that?? 

Fourthly I have a problem in Ww 
2 & 3.1 that after I print a document 
I get a form feed and when I insert 
the next sheet it just runs straight 
through, probably something stupid 
on my behalf. 

Lastly I would like to inform you 
that I am about to start subscribing 
to your magazine as I have not 
missed an issue for a year now and 
I don't regret it at all. I thank you in 
advance for your help. 

Yours Sincerely 
Norman Murray 

Dear Norman. 

Your first points are going to mean 
some CLI work. You need to load the 
User-Startup file into a TEXT EDITOR. 
NOT A WORDPROCESSOR. You 
should have ED available, which is 
fine for the small amount of work that 
you have to do. 

There are two files that control the 
startup of the Amiga. The phmary file 
is called the Startup-Sequence, from 
Workbench 2 and above a second file 
called User-Startup was introduced, 
because so many users were 
upsetting the main file. User-Startup is 
the first place to look. Both the startup 
files are in the S: directory. (Use the 
Workbench show all files option. Make 
a copy of the startup files under a 
different name, just for security. You 
might also like to drag a copy of the 
user-startup into the ram disk and 
work on it there until you get used to 
the editor. 

Open up a shell, type cd Ram: then 
ED User-startup. Scroll up and down 
and look for lines such as Assign 
helm: Work: helm/helm, or anything 
with the word helm in it. If the 
installation has been done to 
convention there will be a couple of 
comments in the file which say: 

.BEGIN HELM 

:END HELM 

if so delete everything from the 
BEGIN to the END lines and that 
should remove anything to do with 
helm. 
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A Ul back issues are now available 
- for the first time ever! 

The accumulation of years of 
invaluable Amiga knowledge Is 
now at your fingertips with the 
AUI back-issue service. 

Great demand has seriously 
dented our supply of back issues. 
Undaunted, we have opened up 
the vaults and uncovered the 
Editor's secret stash. 

Scan through the available 
issues listed below and use the 
order form to secure your copies. 
Each issue includes the famous 
SuperDisks. Twin disks unpack 
Into five disks'. 

Issues are £5 each. Make 
cheques payable to AUI Limited. 
Postal orders also accepted. 
Sorry, no credit card sales. 

June 1995 

Guide to Colour Printers 
Reviews ol the Powerstation. INTOS. M Music 
Composition including SuperDisk 59 A 60 top utilities 
Boot utility 2. Da Last Alert 3). the most essential 
/. ork bench utilities (Startup Manager, Datatypes), 20 
compugraphic and postscript fonts, libraries and 
games like Thermo Nuclear War 

May 1995 

Ten Years of tha Amiga - Special Report 
Explanation o( die archiving and interview with author 
o* the new LZH achive 

Reviews of Broadcaster Elite, Shabiaaml. Loader 
500. Epsom EPL5600 laser printer. FX2000 Analog 
oyst>ck, and more. 

Including Superd<sks 57 A 58 UMrbM feature 
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Rush me the following issues at £5 each 
List issue months 



Rush me the following disks at £2 each or £3 



a pair. 

Usts disk numbers 



< Motmum of*r C5 Out*** 
UK MM C2 P.P par or**) 



Name 



Address 



P ostcode 



Telephone: 



Please pay by cheque or money order. 



Total £ 
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AMow 21 days lor delivery 
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Spondullx finance manager, LZX archiver and 
Drag'n'Drop Two disks worth o! ClipArt and Fonts. 
Games include Zenez, SpaceJest and Sneech. 

February 1995 

Report on Virtual Utility 

Reviews ol HeliOS. Matn Actor. Titling Star. Turbo 
Clock. Star Pnnters & Samsung Monitor 

Including SuperDisks 51452 Games Scottish 
Football Manager - plus. MarWes. Wtoeout. VChess 
Utilities: Pro-titler. Lottery, Landscape. WBFlash. 
TooType and even more' 

January 1995 

The AUI Awirtfs • The Sii Best Products ol 1994 
Reviews ol Photogencs. Final Wnter. Amos Pro. 
Video Backup and US Robotics Ready Fax modem 
Including SuperDisks 49 450 EdWordV5 text 
editor DB2 - database and more utilities Plus games 
Cotontal Conquest II. Cybemetix, Revolver. Whist. 

August 1994 

Special Telecommunications Supplement 
Reviews ol Lightwave. Video Creator. Animation 
Workshop. GP Fax, Wavetoola, Examination ol 
Digitisers, Final Part ol the A-Z Amiga guide 

Including SuperDisk 4V JcGraph ABCDir 
ResumeMaker Games Wipeout. Lazymmes and 
much more' 

June 1994 

Investigation Into Multimedia oo the Amiga 
Reviews ol AdPro, Picasso li, Wordsworth 3 0. SAS 
C3.0. TrapFax and Personal Arematon Recorder. 
How to get the bast from your hard dnve 
Including SuperD<sk 38 Deluxe Galaga. DOS 
Trace 2.18. Multinpper 3. PP$how4. Supe*Duper3.1: 
IconPack. Runlt 1 8 

May 1994 

Featuring the second great cover-mounted 
Amiga CD. 
PLUS on floppy OS*. The lamous Tiger Cub music 
sequence* - co m pien and tree 

Reviews ol MediaPomi. Disk Expander. 
Quarterback. Pegger Epson GT-6S00 scanner. 
Typesmff! 2 Muftsf aoaCardlll and MBX1200/ RAM 



expansion card. 

March / April 1994 

Featuring the world's first cover-mounted Amiga 

CD. 
PLUS on floppy dish SuperBasePersonal2database. 
tuH and free program 

Reviews of Adocage. Ciiuen ABC. Star SJ-144. 
Clarissa. ProText6. Retina, Octamed 5. Superbase 
4 and SyQuest removable hard dnve 

February 1994 

Feature on computer porn, CD-ROMs and Virtual 

Reality. 

Reviews of Interplay. Scaia. Vk* 24. Imagine and 
Money Matters and Final Writer 

Twin cover disks feature full copy of Personal 
Pa»nt, Sound Elect editor and Pacman 

January 1994 

Field reports on Scale, computers in cars and 
data protection. 
Reviews of Montage 24 CSA 12-Guage. Pro Cak: 2. 
Fujitsu Gigabyte Hard dnve. Technosouno Turbo II 
and Setkosha Speedjol 200 and Epson Stylus 800 
printers. 

Including SuperDisk 30 Ang^WB customisation 
FMSynth Hyper doc reader Gaianans clone. 
ToolsDaemon VirusChecker and more 

December 1993 

Investigation into the future ot Amiga. National 

Trust use ol Amigas and PAL toaster. 
Reviews of AmigaSAT weather watcher. Mmtgen 
Pro L1000 genlock, Citizen Swift 90, SupraFax 
modem, replacement mice, Z3 SCSI controller, PIP 
TV tuner. 

Game tests include Premier Manager 2, 
Overdrive, Qwak, European Champions. 

Including SuperDisk 29 MAND2000, 
Spreadsheet, AddTools. BigAnim. 



November 1993 

Field reports on consumer electronic gagetry, 
Amiga Pasadena 93, ECTS and Inovatronics. 

Reviews of hand held scanners. Bars and Pipes 

Professional. Real 3D* 2 & Bnitance 



Game tests include Bubba'n'Stix, 1669, AV8B 
Harrier Assault, Ishar 2 1200 

Including SuperDisk 28 MagicMenu, Random Dot 
stereogram creator CacheClock. RecPlay,AssignPrefs> 
Xatoms game Modulo Player and more. 

August 1993 

Feature on MPEG development and hard drives. 
Test drive of Image FX, Excellence'. VisiaPro. 

Tips on 3D, ray tracing. A 1200. AREXX and 
programming 

Game reports include Lotus Turbo Challenge 2, A 
Train, 817 Ftying fortress 

SuperDisk 25 includes Digital Hustons. Speechtoy 
2, Syslnto, Trait 

My 1993 

Exclusive feature on David Pleasance and New 
York World ol Amiga show. 

Tost dnves of Professorial Page 4, Pagesetter 3, A-Talk 

III, Quarterback, Action Replay cartridge, Real 3D 2, 

Fujitsu hard drive. 

Tips on vidoo. databasos, programming and A 1 200 
Game testa inciudo Darkseed. Lemmings II. Body 

Blows and Space Crusade 

Including SuperDisk 24 icon Tool Box, Data Recall, 

Kill AGA ABackup, and much more! 

May/Juno 1993 

Exclusive interview with Lew Eggebrocht. 
Test dnves 0lAJadOn4D. SAS C.Prownte 3 3, Essence. 
Dti2en Swift 240C SuperJam & Directory Opus 4. 

T>ps on programming. A 1200. hard dnves and 
combating computer cnme 

Game reviews include The Chaos Engine. 
International Tennis, Rotxn Mood and Carnage 

SuperDisk 23 OneKeyll. IFFWtzard, YAK, 
EnvPnnt 



Send your order to: 
Amiga User International 
3 Carriage Row 
203 Eversholt Street 
London NW1 1BW 
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llfyerSook based 0*k * presenting i Sumtta clone from iht Bitmap brothers AdPro demo, programing lips video tutorial and a guti* to wortoentf 



HyperBoot based o»sk - presenting Sequencer One demo. MEDpiayer Hw famous MusUa Command game samples graphics and a programming guioe 



l*rperfloo k based Ask - presenting TufboTetf demo Pandaal ruM se^nr** demo. Sequencer One songs sound samples, and a look at Specvsti 
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Demo of Cen00 r p*us tufl Movent game IFF converter WB hacks and JRCOrnrn 
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lAacup DngiT Tacni game tootsOaemon 2. Wasp Image convener. wt< more 
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RaredW Octttfhefto board game wordsaarchcreaiof realthmgs animate numerical pad creator tor A600 owners MigicMenu. Epoh3 . Flying Toastn 



WhaOCjck Adorage demo Leapfrog iV-tr game and Hypernelperi 



UHbes Par> Incudes Resri M> - workbench presenUtion rout«, workbench degude 
Rend?4 belch image converter 



. typewriter mimic FuflView tert vewer. Noughts and Ctosses game 0neKty 4 Splme* screen Wander and 



2 games plus. Dash Monitor your Amigas performance. DrskSalv? Disk tooikrt STP Piay modules on a Hi Fi Transtate Convert images into diflerent rtioWbohs Wcrtbencft games 6 ol the bltghiers, 
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Without doubt the more versatile 
option is to go all SCSI. You might lose 
a little in CD32 compatibility, but I don't 
think that is too much of a price to pay. 

You will have to try to contact 
R AMIGA one this one. Though it 
appears that they are no longer in 
business. However, you could do what 
I did. I bought the cheapest PC mini 
tower case I could find. This had a 
PSU and lots of space. I mounted all 
my SCSI devices in that 

There is a version of something like 
AutoRoute for the Amiga. I've not seen 
it about for some time, but a good 
Amiga specialist might be able to 
locate you a copy. 

AmiTCP is the basic package, 
coupled with AmigaMosaic. It is not 
simple, and takes quite a bit of sorting 
out. You will have to look at the pros 
and cons of service providers this 
situation is changing almost daily. 



you need to pass a 12 words per 
minute morse code test. 

Further information cam be 
obtained from: 

The Radio Society Of Great Britain 

Lambda House. 

Cranbome Road 

Potters Bar 

Herts 

EN6 3JE 

Tel 01707 659015 

Note that it is not legal to connect 
to the Internet with an Amateur Radio 
Station in the UK. This is due to 
regulations concerning third party 
traffic. 

The very best advice I could give 
you. is to join a local Radio Club. 
Contact the RSGB to find your nearest 
venue. 

If you have the space, a cheap 386 
base unit and keyboard would be a 
better bet. Emulators are fine, but 
there can be some problems. A real 
PC base unit will give you the best 
chance of compatibility Look at a 
program called TwinExpress, this is a 
tried and tested PC-Amiga connection. 




Dear AUI. 

I have an Amiga 600 with a 2Mb 
PCMCIA card, 1Mb trapdoor 
expansion, 1mb internal 4Mb all 
together with an external drive and 
a Seikosha printer 

1. I have a Citizen band radio 
(CB) FB operating from 27.60125 - 
27.99125. I was wondering, can I 
transmit data from a computer to 
another Amiga? I know this is 
possible over the airways and I do 
have a license. 

2. How can I save move and load 
files into memory using 
hexadecimal values? 

3. What does the Sync button do 
on most diskcopiers? 

4. What do you think of PC Task 
(the new one)? I'm thinking of 
buying it for my Pascal projects 




To become an Amateur Radio 
operator you need to pass a C&G 
exam, and then get a license. 
Currently the license is #15 p. a. If you 
want to transmit on the short wave 
bands as well as the VHF/UHF bands, 



at college so I can do a bit at home. 
I don't want it to run too slowly like 
the first version. 

Paul Stanbra 
Sheffield 



Dear Paul, 

1. The UK CB license does not 
permit data transmission, it's voice 
only. 

2. This is not normally necessary, 
because the Amiga loads things 
wherever it can, depending on memory 

configuration. However, a product such 
as the debugger in DevPac (MonAm), 
which has saved my bacon a few 
times when I've crashed the machine 
during a big edit, can save and load 
files almost anywhere in RAM. 

3. The sync usually refers to a 
process where the rotational speed of 
the disks is analysed and the data is 
written in the same physical place, 
normally referenced against the index 
pulse. 

4. It will still be slow. Have you 
considered an Amiga Pascal? HiSoft 
produce one. and there are a couple 
on Aminet, PQC and AmigaPascal. As 
they are in the PD market they are 
well worth a look. Providing that you 
don't call any fancy hardware routines 
such as graphic displays. Pascal is 
Pascal. You could easily develop your 
core routines on any system, the files 
are only ASCII text and can be 
transferred across platforms without 
any problems. 



OTHER 




Dear AUI. 

I own a 1200 without a hard drive. I 
am thinking of buying a CD-ROM 
drive for it. Would I have to use a 
joy-pad to play CD32 games, as I am 
disabled and would much prefer to 
use a Joystick? 

Keith McCutcheon 
N. Ireland 



Dear Keith, 

The short answer is that it will depend 
on the game. If the programmers give 
you the option of joystick or joypad 
then you will be OK. If not then the 
joypad is really the only option. 



OTHER 




Dear AUI, 

I have an A500+ with two meg of 
chip RAM, a HP Deskjet 500C and a 
couple of external disk drives and 
want to expand it some more. 

What I want to do is make it 
about as fast as an A1200 or about 
that and put some memory on it too. 
Do you think I should get just more 
memory or just an accelerator or 
both? And which memory/what 
speed accelerator would you 
recommend I get? 

I use my Amiga for DTP, Word 
Processing, Image Processing, 
Games, Paint Programs and just 
about every thing else. 

Also could you tell me where to 
get the accelerators/memory from 
and how much they will cost? Also 



could you tell me where to get some 
decent colour and B+W Clipart? 

Nick Askew 
Cambridgeshire 

Dear Nick, 

I can't really answer your question as 
such. It's a very personal problem in 
that I don't know what your resources 
are. Also you are quite capable of 
scanning the adverts and making up 
your own mind. 

Consider upgrading to an A 1200 as 
well. That might be much more cost 
effective, as you will get the new 
chipset and a faster processor as well. 

There are hundreds of PD houses 
that supply clipart of all sorts. Again 
use the adverts. 



OTHER 




Dear AUI. 

I want to ask your advice on a little 
problem I have. I am presently an 
A600 owner which I'm quite happy 
about but I'm also getting a little 
annoyed with the time it takes to 
load Workbench and software 
limitations. I'd like to run better 
software such as Wordsworth and 
Brilliance but I'm not sure whether 
to upgrade my 600 with a HD plus 
RAM or just to sell up and buy a 
1200 with HD. What do you 
suggest? I'd also like to ask, how 
does the 1200 compare to a 486 
because my friend owns a 
multimedia 486 dx 2/66 and he won't 
let me forget it? 

Michael Humphries 
Glasgow 

Dear Michael. 

The most cost effective upgrade is to 
go tor the A 1200. You get the better 
chipset, and a more powerful 
processor as well. There are more 
expansion and other add on units for 
the A 1200 than there are for the A600. 

You cannot compare two different 
processors. The PC is blessed with 
100'sof millions of man years of 
software development The 
applications are really very good, but 
normally bulky. The Amiga is a much 
better designed system, (It is several 
years newer than the PC) and the OS 
is not burdened with supporting very 
old applications. 

The Amiga is also a single 
company machine, there has been no 
third party development of complete 
systems as has happened with the PC. 
If you want to annoy your friend just 
ask him why the effects in Babylon 5 
are done on the Amiga and not with a 
PeeCee. 



OTHER 




Dear AUI, 

Out of all the Amiga mags yours is 
easily the best . I think I've actually 
learnt more from the two issues I've 
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Anyone who has bought an Amiga Computer 

for home or professional use will recall those 

frequent trips to the dealer and stationers, to 

get the essential accessories a computer 

requires to function. 

Now ... here's a cost-effective business 

solution for keeping your Amiga working in 

tip-top condition and includes all the little 

extras you will need - in one fantastic 

package to save you more than 40% off 

the recommended retail price. 




THE AMIGA CARE KIT 

Only £39.95 (p^ P & P > 



First of all there is a range of products to keep the AMIGA clean. 
Because the CRT display on a AMIGA generates a lot of static 
electricity. AMIGAs get very dusty. This is not only unsightly, but bad for 
your AMIGA'S health as floppy disks and the machine's own hard disk 
can be damaged by dust particles. Included in the AMIGA Care Kit are 
wet and dry tissue packs for cleaning the screen display, a keyboard 
cleaner for the AMIGA'S most notorious dust trap and a mouse cleaner. 
In addition there is a floppy disk drive cleaner which can be inserted into 
the drive to clean the drive's read and write heads. Most importantly, a 
cover is included for the monitor and CPU that will fit nearly all desktop 
configured AMIGAs. There is also a separate keyboard cover, which for 
most users is an essential item to guard against accidental spills. 

Two items in the AMIGA Care Kit meet the needs of the AMIGA 
mouse. First there is a good quality mouse mat which provides traction 
for the mouse ball, eosunng accurate on screen pointing on a dust free 
surface. Secondly there is a mouse 'trap' to keep the mouse safe and 
tidy, when not in use. Adhesive pads secure the mouse trap to the side 
of the AMIGA monitor. 

For floppy disks, the AMIGA Care Kit contains a pack of 3.5" disk 
labels, which avoids the need for crossing out and re-using old labels. 
There is also an excellent floppy disk storage box, called the Datafile 40, 
which securely holds up to 40 3.5" disks. A clear, smoked plastic lid 
shows the contents, but a secure lock prevents prying eyes peeking at 
sensitive data. Two keys are thoughtfully provided in case a key is 
misplaced. 



A couple of extras, which most users will soon find indispensable, 
are also included. A 'Paper Clip' copy holder affixes to the AMIGA'S 
monitor unit and holds papers firmly in place for copy typing. The Paper 
Clip can be angled to provide the best view for the user when typing. 
Finally the AMIGA Care Kit contains a keyboard calculator. This slim 
and fully functional calculator can be secured unobtrusively to the top of 
the user's keyboard, using self adhesive pads. When preparing invoices, 
or other figure work, it allows the user to instantly calculate figures on 
the screen, without the need to leave the current program to use an on- 
screen calculator, or hunting around the desk for a calculator. The 
Keyboard Calculator is solar powered, with battery back up for low light 
conditions. 

You can now save more than 40% off the recommended retail 
price of The AMIGA Care Kit, simply by sending a cheque/postal 
order made payable to A.I.M. Limited for only £39.95 plus £5.00 per 
order for postage, packaging and insurance with the priority order 
form provided. Access and Visa credit cards and telephone orders 
are also accepted. 



24 HOUR ORDER LINE 

Tel: 0191 510 0201 visa 

or Fax your order on 01 91 51 01 55 ' 



AMIGA Care Kit Offer Dept. AMACK ■ PO Box 10 ■ Sunderland • SR4 6SN 




PRIORITY OR 
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POST TO:- AMIGA Care Kit Offer • Dept. AMACK • PO Box 10 • Sunderland • SR4 6SN 

Please send me The AMIGA Care Kit 

Name 



I o ffice, data 



AMIGA CARE KIT 

I 




CART*. LETTERS) 



Address 



Telephone No. (In the event of queries) 



Post Code 



I have enclosed my Cheque/Postal Order made payable to AIM Limited for £ 

(£39.95 each plus £5.00 P&P per order) or debit my Access J Visa J Credit Card (please tick) 



Card No. 



Signature 



Expiry Date 



Mow 28 days delivery from receipt of order 
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bought than from all the rest put 
together. 

It's great to find via the Answers 
pages that there are other people 
out there with the same level of 
ignorance as myself. I can't think of 
anything more satisfying (not even 
that!) than making each small step 
of understanding my Amiga. 

"Oh Grasshopper!", I hear You 
say, "Even a journey of a thousand 
miles starts with a single step". 

My set-up : A600 , half meg. in 
trap-door, extra floppy drive, 
SmartStor PCMCIA 22MEG HD, old 
TV (22 inch). 

Questions: 

1. I have had great fun doing 
animation using DPaint III , but 
found lack of memory a recurrent 
problem. Could you recommend a 
RAM expansion, about 4Meg will do 
at the mo? Not wishing to mess 
with the innards of my Amiga. I was 
thinking of a PCMCIA RAM card. 
Would this new SQUIRREL device 
allow me to keep my SmartStor? 

2. Looking at my set-up. which 
single up-grade would you 
recommend to bring the best pound 
for pound improvement/gain? I find 
the monitor acceptable. 

3. I've sent for a copy of a 
Stacker prog, from a PD house but I 
notice quite a few problems 
cropping up in AW ANSWERS 
associated with them, I hoped to 
store my future animations to 
floppy with this. Could you explain 
the pit-falls of this prog? 

4. Is there a reference book that 
explains all those acronyms that are 
so common in Amigaese? SCSI, 
IDE, etc, etc? 

5. 1 was very impressed with 
Andy Gibsons Ultimate Quiz. 
Reviewed as PD, June issue. 
Ultimately I'd love to be able to 
create something in this line but 
perhaps a disk-mag first. Could you 
suggest a book or such like that 
might get me started on the very 
basics required to begin? I've 
actually written to Andy and asked 
him but I think he perhaps has 
forgotten how he started or may not 
be equipped with dealing with 
morons like myself. 

I hope I haven't asked too much. 



There's so much I need to know and 
so I apologise in advance for my 
cheek. 

Stephen Wade 
Birmingham 

Dear Stephen. 

If RAM is all that you want, anything 
that fits the trap door will do the job. I 
would suggest that you contact an 
Amiga specialist in your area for this. If 
you intend to use the Squirrel then you 
will not be able to use the PCMCIA 
slot for anything else. 

I think that the very best thing that 
you could do is upgrade to a A 1200, 
by the time you mess about with 
accelerators, and ramcards you might 
as well take the extra advantage of the 
A 1200 chipset and advanced 
processors. 

A lot of the acronyms are explained 
in "computer dictionaries' W.H.Smith is 
a good place to look or Computer 
Bookshops. 

I don't like stacker programs at all. 
I would never let one near my hard 
drives. On floppy is another matter. 
The problems are that you need to 
create the program files to be self 
extracting or have the stacker 
programs on them. If you only want to 
store your animations, then using an 
archiver such as LHX will give you 
much better compression than stacker 
programs that have to be optimised for 
speed rather than compression ratios. 

Things such as the quiz can be 
produced in a number of ways. A 
Multimedia package such as CanDo is 
one option. You could try AmigaGuide 
format, or any one of several other 
options. There is not one book that will 
help, but the Bruce Smith books are 
well worth looking at. Read everything 
that you can. a lot will not make sense 
at first, but it will eventually 'gelT and 
you will see just how advanced the 
Amiga OS really is. 



OTHER 




Dear AUI, 

Did you like David Fields' letter so 

much that you had to print it in the 




June issue of AUI as well as in the 
May issue? Or have you got some 
secret gremlins lurking in the office 
that come out at night and alter 
your magazine copy? 

To be serious though. I have a 
problem which is annoying. 

From time to time I notice that 
my machine clock is re-settlng itself 
with sometimes just the time and 
sometimes the date and time. It's 
not a serious problem except that 
any documents or files that I save 
are date/time stamped with the 
wrong time and date and this could 
cause a problem when I try to 
overwrite it with a later one. Got an 
answer why? Or have some of your 
gremlin's cousins emigrated to my 
machine.? 

Ever since I got my first Amiga 
A500 some four years ago I have 
noticed this effect. When I upgraded 
my A500 to a Plus and installed a 
new trapdoor RAM board I still got 
the problem and now with my A 1200 
I still get time/date alterations at 
random. At the outset when I was 
green and knew nothing I 
suspected a virus so got hold of the 
then current version of Virus 
Checker and have upgraded ever 
since. VC 6.53 resides happily on 
my hard drive and keeps my 
machine healthy and clean. So it 
can't be a virus, can it? 

Finally how about setting up a 
reader's contact page where we can 
leave our names, addresses and 
telephone numbers thus enabling 
others to get in touch and swop 
ideas etc. You know a sort of Amiga 
Pen Pals page. Your letters page is 
great and us mere mortals can and 
do learn a lot from it as we read 
about other people's problems and 
your answers to them and you print 
more letters than any other mag but 
it takes at least a month, usually 
two, to get a letter answered and 
that's a long while to wait. A Pen Pal 
within visiting range could offer a 
quicker alternative. 

Take it as written that I like the 
mag etc. etc. etc. 

Jim Buckley 
Blackburn 

Dear Jim, 

Sorry about the double letter, maybe it 
did not get deleted from the master 
files. We once managed to reprint the 
same Amiga Answers section two 
issues running! Mistakes do happen all 
we can say is sorry and keep after 
those gremlins! 

Your clock, well, there are a couple 
of things that could be going wrong. 
The first is a hardware fault. If the 
battery is not charging correctly or is 
faulty then this will cause the problem 
you are getting. 

If you set the clock, and LEAVE 
your Amiga running and the clock 
becomes corrupted, then a program 
running wild is the most likely problem. 
If you have frequent crashes you might 
have the old weedy power supply 
problem. If you have the A500 power 
unit still, try that, as it can deliver a bit 
more power than the standard A 1200 



power unit. If that cures the problem 
then you need to buy a bigger power 
unit. Otherwise look for a common 
piece of software that you have been 
using, utility programs, screen 

blankers etc. are good places to start 
looking. 

On the face of it a contact page 
sounds a good idea, but such things 
usually degenerate into software 
swopping activities which AUI must not 
support. Why not join an Amiga user 
group such as ICPUG? 




Dear AUI, 

I am a relative newcomer to the 
Amiga, having had an accident at 
work and being forced into early 
retirement. Being in a lot of pain I 
was unable to sleep night and my 
younger son, lovely lad that he is, 
gave me his trusty Amiga 500, 
together with several games which 
firstly kept me sane, but inevitably 
meant I quickly became "hooked" 
on the Amiga! 

I also got very frustrated with it; 
it really drove me potty constantly 
swapping floppies, so I enquired 
about upgrading the 500 and was 
advised it would be more sensible 
to try to acquire a 1200 and build on 
that. I advertised and found a 
relatively new 1200 that was still in 
its basic form i.e. running on 
floppies with 2mb RAM. 

I first of all purchased an 
independent second drive and 
because I could not afford more, an 
85mb IDE internal hard disk. I still 
could not get any real improvement, 
nothing would load onto my hard 
disk properly and I quickly realised 
that something was seriously 
wrong. From articles I had read it 
looked very much as if I had 
acquired a dreaded virus of some 
sort, but what and where? 

I decided drastic action was 
required, I wiped absolutely 
everything from my hard disk and 
sent my original Workbench disk 
Master Setcback to Commodore UK 
who very kindly remastered them 
for me for free (aren't they kind?) 
and returned them with a note 
confirming that they were indeed 
corrupt! 

I then set about re installing 
everything - 1 firstly reformatted the 
hard disk and repartitioned it then 
made new floppies of my re- 
mastered disks and installed all the 
things I needed on the Work copies 
on - partition on my hard disk. Then 
systematically checked every disk I 
had with the newly installed virus 
checkers I had put in my 
Workbench Start-up Drawer. 

I eventually found the swine 
hiding in the 'Virus-Killer'' Master 
Disk the twit who sold me the 1200 
had given me and with some 
pleasure pressed the "shall I nuke 
it?" requester. From then on I have 
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had no really major problems 
except in Installing things like AUI 
Disks onto my hard disk. 

I still cannot load on any games 
either but that is less important as I 
can at least play them with floppies. 
But when I bootup with AUI 
SuperDisk 59 in FDO and Disk 60 in 
FD1. a black screen comes up with 
the titles, quickly replaced by the 
AUI screen saying it is working on 
the installation. Then a screen 
comes on with six letter options, 
saying " press Letter a) b) c) etc; 
then press return," which having 
done, zilch, nothing else happens! 

My entire system is now : 1200 
connected to a Citizen 200, 24 pin 
dot matrix printer in the parallel 
port; a separate Amitek floppy drive 
which is FD1; the 1200 has an 85mb 
IDE HardDrive on board partitioned 
into 12mb Work and 
72mbMyHardDisk: a 2mb expansion 
board in the trapdoor giving total 
4mb RAM (not accelerated, a 32bit 
card with clock - it came from 
Gasteiner - at the time I bought it 
nobody else had any!) and finally, 
its all connected to one of the 
clever HiQ "all in one " boxes that 
you reviewed this month and with 
which I am well pleased. You know, 
of course, that it has a Squirrel 
interface plugged in to the PCMCIA 
slot and is connected to my Sony 
Trinitron Monitor/cumTV with a 
Scart plug. 

I am sorry that this is all long 
winded, but I didn't really see how 
else to explain where I am at! I have 
tried desperately to put things like 
"Railroad Tycoon" from Microprose 
on to my hard disk, but it just 
refuses to go and as I have already 
explained I cannot get quite a few 
Magazine disks I have tried to load 
to run. Somewhere it must be to do 
with the machine all booting from 
the hard disk, because with quite a 
few of the games, they will auto- 
boot on start-up quite happily and 
run on floppy, but it is all highly 
frustrating and I am blowed if I can 
see what I am doing wrong! 

I have enclosed a SAE in the 
hope that you will reply, because I 
am sure, even if you edit this letter 
will be far too long to print. 

Ian Aisbitt 
North Yorkshire. 

Dear lan, 

You do seem to have had a hard time 
with your A 1200. I would make one 
comment about virus protection in 
general You should have booted from 
floppy, and then made working disks of 
your system floppies. That would 
minimise the chance of corrupting a 
disk agam 

Virus checkers.*/ Hers are prime 
targets for viruses, if a virus can attach 
itself to such a program it will get 
spread very quickly indeed. I would 
have thrown the disk out. 

Your problem with SuperDisk 59 is 
a bit odd. I think you are the second 
person to have reported this. I can f 
get the problem to appear but I have 
had words about the colours used in 



the control scripts. 

Try pressing left Amiga M to bring 
the CLI screen forward, it may be that 
for some reason the keyboard is not 
being read correctly. You should find 
some text on the CLI screen that may 
tell you what is going on. 

You need to check your ASSIGN 
paths carefully. If you used the 
HDinstall program they should have 
been set up. Open a Shell and type 
ASSIGN <ret> if you see anything that 
is still assigned to a floppy drive, you 
will need to edit your startup and user 
startup sequences accordingly. 

Most of theCcoverdisk program 
should work on hard drives, watch out 
for odd paths and assignments. Check 
the tooltypes of the icons and ensure 
that they are not trying to access 
superdiskXX:' il things get awkward, 
make the Amiga think that it has a 
SuperDisk in it, type assign 
superdisdXX: myharddisk/mydirectory. 
See my toolbox series on the subject 
of Assigns. 

You will be at the mercy of 
commercial games programmers. 
Some games are designed to be 
installed on a hard drive, others are 
not. Even games that are supposed to 
be hard drive installable, sometimes 
fail. In such cases only the producers 
of the games would be able to help, as 
they normally use special loader 
routines. Such is the price we have to 
pay for software pirates. 
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Dear AUI, 

When I boot up SuperDisk No. 53 
installation screen appears no 
problem, but when I follow 
instruction and select A or B etc 
and press return nothing happens, 
no requesters, error message, or 
crash, just nothing. I returned disks 
for exchange, same result from 
replacements. 

Have bought the June issue of 
AUI Disk 59, same problem. 
Any suggestions? 

Set up 

Amiga A1 500 

Workbench 2.05 V37.71 

Kickstart V37.175 

Memory 4Mb GVP Zorro II 

Hard Drive 114Mb GVP Quantum 

Fernie Schoolhouse 

Fife 

Dear Femie. 

Sorry about not giving your name. I 

can't make head nor tail of your 

signature! 

I have tried the disks you mention 
in my A2000. and I found no problems 
at all. Try again and if it goes wrong 
switch screens (Left Amiga M) and see 
if there is an error message this might 
give a few clues as what is going 
wrong. 



Dear AUI. 

Although I am a novice user of an 
Amiga 1200 I have never 
encountered any problems 
decrunching your excellent 
Coverdisks that is until you started 
to include a hard disk installer on 
them. 

My problem seems to be that 
when the installer asks to which 
volume I wish to install, my Zappo 
Smart Stor Plus (214Mb) is not on 
the mount list and therefore I have 
to install to floppy instead. 

Is there something I am doing 
wrong or is it because the Zappo is 




Dear AUI, 

I am having problems getting Boot 
Utility2 to work (AUIJUN95a). I 
double click on the icon and a while 
later a requester tells me to Insert 
Workbench 2.0 in any drive which I 
do. Then BooiUte2 puts a requester 
box saying BootUte error, you do 
not have ENVARC; TLS/BootUte/ 
directory. Shall I create it yes/no? 
Pressing "yes" puts a request 
for the Boot Utility disk. I put the 
disk in and after a <whlrr> it seems 
to just give up and does not load. 
Trying again has the same effect. I 
used the installer but it aborts after 




connected to the PCMCIA slot? 

Your assistance in this matter 
would be very much appreciated. 

My next question is not a 
problem, just a query, is it possible 
to remove the Smart Stor hard drive 
from its external casing and mount 
it internally? I ask this question 
because I hope soon to be buying a 
CDROM using the Squirrel Interface 
but it seems that both cannot be 
connected at the same time. 

Finally my set up consists of a 
bog standard A1200 2Mb, Zappo 
Smart Stor Plus 214 Mb, 14" colour 
TV and a Panasonic KXP 2123 
colour printer. 

Laurence Martin 
Dalkeith 

Dear Laurence, 

Open a Shell and type Assign. This 
will give you a list of devices, if your 
Zappo is on the list there is no reason 
for the script to fail. As far as the 
Amiga is concerned the Zappo is just 
another device. The script uses the 
standard AmigaDos commands and 
libraries and knows nothing about 
Zappo drives, nor any other drives for 
that matter. 

If the Zappo drive is SCSI then it 
should be possible to connect it to a 
Squirrel, only by checking the type 
number on the internal drive can you 
be sure. 



copying docs/Register BU.doc. info 
with a request for the Workbench 
disk which I put in. Then a pop up 
saying Sorry... an error has 
occurred! MAKEDIR: Couldn't 
create directory DOS error Type: 
Unable to locate a file or drawer, 
and aborts when proceed is clicked 
on. 

Please tell me what I am doing 
wrong. As well as this Disksalv 
(AUIAPR95C) only works when it 
wants to. Running REorg 3.11 
(same disk) usually fixes it but it is 
annoying. 

Finally, is there a deeply 
technical book about the Amiga (i.e. 
ROM handles C, Boot blocks and 
guru numbers. And definitely finally 
why does the power light flash 
when I am about to see a flashing 
red box? 

Andrew Nielson 
Manchester 

Dear Andrew. 

I've just installed bootute using the 
installer script, and I found no 
problems. If you are having trouble 
then the best bet would be to create 
the directory manually Remember that 
you have to create the directories in 
the ENVARC directory that is on your 
Workbench disk (or should be) I think 
that your real problem is a lack of 
storage. Disksalv does not rely on 
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reorg doing anything. Also reorg does 
not do anything useful apart from 
shifting the files about. 

There are lots of technical books 
for the Amiga the main system 
documentation is held in the Rom 
Kernal manuals, the DOS in the 
AmigaDOS manual. There are many 
others available. Check with Bruce 
Smith Books. They regularly advertise 

in AUI. 




Dear AUI. 

I have a A500 with 1Mg chip RAM. 
GVP Mk2 52mg hard drive with 
2meg RAM, 1802 monitor, total 3Mg 
,2.04 Wb, Down to the problem. I 
also have the same problem as Liu 
CHI Hui Aug.Answers. I have 
mounted diskspare. device in Devs 
draw on DhO, merged mount list in 
DHO: mountlist.and altered user 
startup, all as recommended In the 
docs, from SuperDisk 49. When 
used I get a icon. DsO.Ndos on 
Workbench. If this is double clicked 
I get the message lcon(S) have no 
default tool. What am I doing 
wrong? I have tried DIR in shell but 
get no results from this. 

2/ When I installed Dropbox from 
SuperDisk 64 and attempted to load 
Lzx from SuperDisk 57,1 didn't get 
any results. Could you please assist 
in the Template order instructions? I 
need this to extract Bbslist from 
SuperDisk 62 as it won't unpack by 
itsself. Have I just got a bad disk or 
are other people having any 
difficulties? 

3/ 1 have done a mod on my 
board to give me 1 mg chip RAM. 
do I now have a 500* . as I want to 
add more trapdoor RAM and I am 
not sure what I have turned my 
computer into. May I add my 
congratulations on a super mag. the 
best of the bunch, as at the age of 
52 I need all the help I can get, most 
of which I get from your mag. 
Please help if you can. 

John Ball 
Notts 

Dear John, 

As far as I can tell you seem to have 

done everything correctly I would 

expect to see a DS0:Ndos when a 

NON diskspare disk is inserted into the 

drive. 

I must restate that the instructions 
for diskspare are very, very clear and 
they work without problems. However 
if you don't understand what diskspare 
s doing then leave it alone until you 
do. 

Once diskspare is mounted, shove 
a blank disk in the drive, and then you 
should get the DS0:Ndos icon. Click 
once on this and then format it in the 
normal way 

I think that you mean drag&drop 
rather than dropbox. The basic 
template is [LZX],(LZX x {c}). 
However, this will extract into the drag 
and drop directory. It seems that LZX 



and drag&drop don't like each other 
very much. It might be worth 
contacting the author of drag&drop, 
and seeing if the registered version 
can cope with this. In the meantime 
use the CU to extract whatever you 
need. 

Copy the archive and LZX into 
RAM: and then type LZX x 
archivename 

You do not quite have an A500+ 
but it is fairly close. 
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Dear AUI, 

I am experiencing some problems 
with one of last months 
SuperDisks, AUIJuly95c - Scorched 
Tanks V1.85. 1 unpacked it 
successfully, and got all excited 
because I'd heard a lot of good 
things about it. However, when I 
first tried it, I received an I/O error 
message after the credits. I 
disconnected my second disk drive, 
and that seemed to fix that problem. 
Now, after I've played a the first 
round, I receive an "I/O error" 
message. Can you tell I me whether 
it is just me and my computer, or 
just the game? I own an A600 with 
an external disk drive, 1 MB 
upgrade and printer. 

Also, I don't suppose you know 
a good flight sim that you can play 
two player without a serial link (i.e 
on the same computer). Failing that, 
could you recommend some good 
games that include a level editor 
and are two or more player, 
(preferably PD). I'm sorry to bother 
you with so much, but I'm a pretty 
inquisitive person. 

Please print this letter in August, 
95 because Id like to know not long 
after my birthday, so I can play 
STV1.85 against my friends at my 
party. Maybe you could put some 
good multi-player games on the 
SuperDisk? I'm getting carried 
away, aren't I?! 

Ian Griffiths. 
Wolverhampton 

Dear Ian. 

I get the same result on a similar 
system to yours. This program is very 
memory hungry, and the documents 
do indicate that there may be 
problems with some machine 
configurations. You will have to contact 
the author is you want to take this any 
further. 

Lunar lander is quite a good flight 
sim. I often see how big a crater I can 
make in the lunar surface. (Get my 
point, what I consider good is unlikely 
to be what you want I don't answer 
subjective questions.) 

Print in August! All I can do is wish 
you a belated happy birthday! 
Magazines work about 3 or 4 months 
ahead, so right now in July, as you 
see. I'm working on the answers for 
the November coverdated issue. 



Dear AUI, 

I loved the 'Bootplcs on AUI 
Coverdisk AUIJUN95b: The 
Workbench Essentials, 
unfortunately I cannot get these 
graphics to stay on the screen 
whilst WB3.0 OS executes in the 
background and the bootpic has to 
close before the OS carries on 
executing its startup sequence, 
which is not I'm sure the author's 
intentions of how bootpics 
originally should function. 

I own an Amiga 1200 with a TV 
PAL monitor and therefore had to 
edit the bootpic In Deluxe Paint IV 
to fit my monitor. 

I used DTView as the iff/ILBM 
viewer and the tool type set on 
bootpic: wbench.floppy.3.0 was 
sys:utilities/DTvlew. 

Double clicking on the bootpic 
icon brings the image up on screen 
with no problems. Adding the 
command line DTView -?? 
sys:utilities/floppy in the startup 
sequence and booting up also 
pastes the image on screen. 
However, while it displays on 
screen, in its unmistakeable 
technicolour glory, the startup 
sequence meanwhile has ground to 
a halt. Now I'm sure you'll agree 
that 1 have a tiny problem here. 

The DTview undoubtedly works 
so the real dilemma I fear lies with 
the startup sequence which will 
always wait for the viewer to be 
exited before carrying out its final 
command lines. 

Is it possible to get round this 
process? And how soon can such a 
command be placed in the startup 
sequence script, so that the 
bootpics function as intended by its 
owner/creator as early as possible. 

Karl Inclans 
Leicester 

Dear Karl, 

Your problem is very very small, in fact 

it is three letters and a space! 

You have forgotten that the Amiga is a 

multitasking computer, all you need to 

do is start up the viewer as another 

process. You do this by preceding the 

command with the word RUN, so RUN 

ViewerName <options> is what you 

need to add to your startup sequence. 




Dear AUI, 

This is a complaint. You have 
encouraged us to mount diskspare 
by praising its capabilities. 
When it comes to your 
Coverdisks. boot disks (the odd 
numbered ones) are accessible 
from Workbench, however, the 
diskspare (even numbered) show 



up as DS1:NDOS. This means that if 
we wish to access them we must do 
so using the boot disk. 

Not all users are unsophist- 
icated. Some of us wish to explore 
the use of LZX for partial retrieval. 
We can't do this with the system 
blocked with an NDOS boot block. 
What I would like is for this 




practice to stop, and that one disk 
in the near future will provide a 
patch to allow free access to earlier 
disks. 

It is a tedious business waiting 
for a full disk extraction when all we 
want is one program/drawer out of 
up to two dozen. 

John Borland 
London 

Dear John. 

Sorry I can't read your writing in the 
last part of your letter, it is something 
about a switched mode PSU and a 
ring main. Generally switched mode 
power units are no different to any 
other power unit in the final output. 
They do work on a different principle, 
but you don't need to worry about that 

Diskspare does what we want it to, 
and we will not change unless 
something much better comes along. 
We set the system up as we do, so 
that people such as yourself, who are 
not proficient in the use of the Amiga 
computer have as few problems as 
possible unarchiving the coverdisks. 

No patches will be provided, as 
none are needed. There is nothing 
wrong with the bootblock, it is a 
standard disk block. The difference is 
that the disk is formatted using 
diskspare. When you get more 
experienced with the Amiga system, 
install diskspare onto your hard drive, 
and activate it when necessary. Once 
you do this, a diskspare disk will look 
just like any other Amiga disk. This is 
exactly what I have done, and I am 
able to read the diskspare disks as if 
they were normal AmigaDOS disks. 



COVERDISK 




Dear AUI, 

I have an Amiga 600 with a 60mb 
hard drive and a 1 Meg expansion. I 
am working with Workbench 2.05. 

My first problem is that of 
Coverdisk No.62 with the HDoff 
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program. It seems to work fine with 
my Conner IDE drive. But I want to 
install it on to some of my games 
disks so it will switch the hard drive 
motor off immediately. I know that I 
can only do that on DOS games 
which have a startup-sequence in 
the S: directory . I can get it to 
switch off after about a minute or so 
by adding in: 

DH0:c/HDotf 1 

but by that time the game has 
loaded and interrupted it and it 
doesn't switch the drive off at all. 
The doc was poorly written and was 
too hard to understand. What I 
could make out of it is that you type 
in 

DH0:c/HDoff now 1 

but that sometimes works and 
sometimes doesn't. I am obviously 
doing something wrong. 

My second problem is the speed 
of my A600. I need it to go faster. Is 
there any way to do this without 
upgrading to an A1200? I JUST 
DONT HAVE THE MONEY! 

And finally I borrowed a 
magazine disk off a friend, it wasn't 
AUI! SHOCK HORROR! Anyway it 
had a demo on it called Jet Strike. It 
said it was to be released on the 
25th of November 1993 . But I cant 
see it in any shops. Is it a PD 
game? Do you know where I could 
find it? 

Andrew Fitzgerald 
South Yorkshire 

Dear Andrew. 

How effective HDOFF is will depend 
on the programs being run. HDOFF 
will stop the hard drive in the time 
period set, AFTER the last access. If 
something keeps the drive alive, then 
HDOFF will not shut the drive down. 

I disagree about the 
documentation, the HDOFF 
documents tell you very clearly the 
syntax and command options. I 
spotted one typo, a 20 minute shut 
down was referred to as a 30 minute 
shutdown. 

Remember that hard drives are 
NOT designed to be continuously shut 
down, this will place a lot of strain on 
the motors. Hard drives are designed 
to be spun continuously. 

An accelerator card is possible, but 
really it is not very cost effective. An 
A 1200 is a better upgrade path 
especially if you want access to the 
AGA graphic modes. 

I've never heard of Jet Strike, is it 
something to do with Spanish air traffic 
controllers 7 Sorry I can't help on this 
one. Try contacting the magazine from 
which the disk came. 



Meg RAM. The SX-1 User's Guide, 
referring to the back panel, 
mentions a DB25 Expansion Cutout 
which "allows you to add an SCSI 
interface card and neatly mount the 
connector on the back panel". 
When fitting the spare RAM I 
examined this and found it was just 
a hole covered with a metal plate. I 
could not see anything to which the 
SCSI interface card would attach. 
As I would like the benefits of SCSI, 
particularly the Squirrel attachment, 
I would appreciate an explanation of 
how this works. 

Also I am considering getting an 
FMV module for the CD32 but the 
Guide says you can fit 8 meg 
without the module or only 4 Meg 
with it. This is confusing. Does it 
mean that the FMV device 
physically sits across the RAM 
connector blocking part of it, or 
that if you use 8 Megs, the FMV will 
use 4 Meg to run only leaving you 4 
Meg for use? 

Jim Morrison 
Glasgow 

Dear Jim, 

Well. I've never seen a SCSI 
attachment for the SX1, so I can't 
comment on how any such attachment 
will work on the SX1. The FMV unit 
will occupy the address space that the 
second 4Mb bank would occupy 

One other thing that I can state, is 
that the Squirrel interface plugs into 
the PCMCIA slot, the SX1 does not 
have such a slot so the Squirrel will 
not work on the SX1. 





Dear AUI, 

I have a CD32 to which I have added 

an SX-1 module with an additional 8 



Dear AUI, 

I own an A 1200 with Workbench 
3.0, 127Mb hard drive. 4Mb RAM 
expansion, and Citizen 200c printer. 

My problem is this. I just 
recently purchased a Hawk 4Mb 
RAM board with battery-backed 
clock. Having been almost at 
breaking point trying to slot the 
damn thing into the trapdoor slot, I 
now find I have a problem with the 
clock. 

Once I'd checked that the board 
had been installed correctly, using 
the disk that came with it, I then set 
about setting the time/date etc. in 
Workbench:Prefs, as I was fed up 
with evening being set at 2 Sep 
1992! Great, even had the little 
clock in the corner of the screen, 
gazing at it intently, so pleased was 
I that I'd got a real clock. Oh well, 
little things. 

The problem is that the batten 
don't seem to work! When I switch 
off and switch on again the clock is 
still showing the time and date as 
were when the power went off, if 
that makes sense! 

I followed, as best I could, the 
instructions regarding earthing etc. 
when installing the board, but am 



reluctant to take it back in case it's 
something nerdy I'm doing/not 
doing. Is it me? 

Stewart Brough 
London 

Dear Stewart, 

There seems little reason for the 
trouble you are having with your clock. 
Clocks are essentially very simple 
things, and apart from faulty units they 
tend to work without a hitch. A few 
things you can try. Check for any 
jumpers that need to be set up. Quite 
often the battery is left disconnected 



during storage. 

It is possible for clocks to get 
corrupted by rogue programs. Use the 
CLI command SETCLOCK OPT 
RESET. This will get the clock back to 
a known working state. Then set up 
the clock, and remember to enter 
SETCLOCK OPT SAVE. The 
command SETCLOCK OPT LOAD will 
set the normal Amiga clock from the 
real time clock. You can enter this 
command into your User-startup is 
necessary. 

If you cannot get the clock working 
then it is probably faulty. AUI 




When writing to Amiga Answers please include as 

much information as possible about your system 

and about which software/hardware you are 

running. This will help determine what your 

problem might be and its solution! 

Send your questions to: 

Amiga Answers, Amiga User International 

Carriage Row, 203 Eversholt Street, 

London NW11BW 

or E-MAIL: 

amigauser@cix.compulink.co.uk 
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s the guy who retr 



into the background when the readers 



take th 



tand— If you believe that 



you'll believe anythin 



Dear AUI 

With the launch of Windows 95, 
and Bill Gates' rise through the 
ranks of "Richest Person", I 
would like to bend your ear, 
with the help of an article in the 
Telegraph, about the whole 
windows business. The article 
appeared on Thursday August 
24th and I think it sums up the 
whole caboodle quite well. 

The article starts off by 
saying:- "...most people can't 
explain what it is or what it 
does, and those who can regard 
it as inferior to what has been 
available for years from rivals 
such as Apple and Acorn..." 
This shows that, with all due 
respect to the selling power of 
Gates and Microsoft, that this is 
a case of "When Biggest Isn't 
Best!". I'm sick to the back 
teeth of all the press/media/ 
friends ramming Multitasking 
down my throat. 
Hasn't any of the PC world 
noticed that Commodore/ 
Apple/Acorn have been doing 
what they regard as a new 
thing, for over a decade?! 

Sure, if Gates has the will 
and expertise, he has every 
right in the free market to power 
on with his inferior technology, 
but as the article says:-.. .the 
whole business is an 
instructive lesson in how the 
free market does not 
necessarily deliver the best for 
the consumer..." The launch of 
Windows '95 was shown on the 
CNN News Channel on Sky, 
and there with the reporter was 
the editor of PC World 
Magazine, who stated that the 



"new" operating system was, 
quite honestly, not up to 
scratch, and for a member of 
the computing world who 
makes his living from PCs, that 
is a very scathing view of the 
whole Microsoft product. 

Also, have the PC owners of 
the world who think that this is 
a good thing to be brought out:- 
"...Windows 95 requires top of 
the range hardware to fulfil its 
potential. ..owners will have 
to upgrade their machines or 
buy new ones.. .To take 
advantage of Windows 95's 
strengths, many users will also 
have to fork out to upgrade 
existing software and invest in 
more computing muscle..." and 
like lambs to the slaughter, 
many of them will, leaving 
more profits to Mr. Gates so he 
can laugh his way to 
the bank! 

To finish off, I think that the 
last paragraph of the article 
sums up quite nicely:- 
"Windows 95 is only the latest 
in a long, miserable tradition of 
make do and mend 
subsystems, cobbled up to 
compensate for past mistakes. 
Like the universal electric 
plug, the perfect computer 
is as far away as ever..." 

(Obviously the writer did 
not have an Amiga to hand, 
although not perfect, it's 
getting closer than a PC) 

...Multitasking. ..Hmmm... I 
remember when all this was 
fields! 

Matthew James Scott 
Manchester 



Dear Matthew, 

You and the Editor seem to agree. 
("Great minds think alike" 
and all that sort of sucking up that 
you have to do to get a rise in 
salary in this place). And The 
Daily Telegraph agrees 
too? That doesn't surprise me • for 
some time I have suspected 
that AUI is paid large sums by the 
Conservative Party to employ 
people like Anthony Mael who are 
known to work for MI5 and send 
Michael Portillo and other Right 
Wing organisations, based at the 
Ministry of Defence and Pensions, 
information on the secret activities 
of the Amiga Party, led by that 
dangerous radical Tony Blah. 

Yes, Our Editor, as you will see 
in this AUI, has come out of 
the closet and on your side. He 
has written what we totally 
unbiased employees of his call a 
penetrating study of unrivalled 
incisiveness that cuts through to 
heart of the Microsoft/Windows 95 
affair with brilliant wit, style and 
erudition. 

Well, someone needed to, don't 
you think? After all that 
astonishing hyperbole that was 
lavished on what you accurately 
depict as mediocre upgrade to a 
pretty clumsy operating system. It 
ill-behoves me. I was with Mao 
Tse Tsung on the Long March in 
the Thirties that enabled us set up 
such a democratic system in 
China, to agree with The Splenetic 
Chronicle - sorry, The Daily 
Telegraph - but every word you 
quote of theirs is right on the 
button. (Are you sure it was 
The Geriatric Chronicle you were 
reading?) 



We are subjected these days to 
such a bombardment of 
commercially-based propaganda 
that Microsoft's skilled handling of 
the way they have built up the 
image of themselves, Bill Gates 
and Windows 95 is not something 
new but just a peak in this 
process. 

We will doubtless see further 
examples of this kind of global 
marketing from rich, heavily 
overpowerful organisations like 
Disney which is now the biggest 
entertainment company in the 
world. I'm not sure that I don't 
prefer even Windows 95 to 
some of the awful possibilities that 
face us from the global dimension 
that the Disney Corporation might 
pull off now that it controls major 
TV networks as well as all its 
other entertainment interests. A 
Mickey Mouse world indeed... 
But still I've never cared much for 
cartoons since I suggested, on 
leaving the cinema at the age of 
seven, the best use for Bambi's 
mother was venison sausages 
and got beaten up by all the other 
misty eyed sentimentalists in the 
Borstal boys group I was 
temporarily sharing the safari hotel 
with at the time. 

What galls most of us, clearly 
including you. is the crass 
ignorance of 99.99% of the 
population of just how clumsy the 
whole PC architecture has always 
been and that the absolutely 
splendid, amazing, flabbergasting 
wonders of Windows 95 have 
largely been quietly available on 
the Amiga, and the other 
machines you mention, for yonks 
and yonks but without anyone 
buying the Murdoch Times to tell 
them so.. 

But then most of the world 
thought - and probably secretly 
thinks to this day • that the world 
is flat. Especially Daily 
Telegenatric readers even if in 
this case they have been 
correctly informed otherwise. 

Still Matthew James, you are 
unquestionably a strong minded 
sensible person with good 
judgement for everything you say 
about this unhappy affair makes 
perfect sense. Just one 
question, how have you remained 
such a clear minded human 
being reading the newspaper 
that you do? Perhaps you just 
read the technology bits and the 
sport.. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 112 
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aul Hamilton is a 22 ye; 

old artist using the Amiga 

to create unusual pictures. 

An animator and illustra 
he is now having his first solo 
exhibition. 

He started out wnn tne a 
reliable, an A500 but for the last 
two years he has graduated to an 
A4000/ECO30 with ten megs of 
memory. He has used, for the 
pictures shown here, Photogenics, 
Real 3D and DPaint IV, though, he 



stens to add, not nece 

II three at once. J 

He has also written three PD 
games including - he says it - "the 
abysmal Thrust Duel doner and 
the still unreleased Pope versus 
Pope. He claims to have achieved 
a measure of notoriety as the 
author of the Valhalla dance 
remix, It's a Skull. He's curremtly 
seeking finance for an 
experimental animation film 
about dreams. 
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ou may still have time to see 
Paul Hamilton's exhibition, called 
Artificial Eyes, which is held in 
the Reflections Gallery at the 
Exeter and Devon Arts Centre, 
Gandy Street, Exeter from 4th 
October to 28th October. 
Admission is free, so why not go 
along and give Paul Hamf" 
some Amiga support? 

It is the first computer 

exhibition held in Exeter and 

possibly in Devon too. AUI 




SCANNER 




NEW!!! 

Artec Colour 

Scanner 

£449.00 

COMPLETE VWTH CAFD 
CABLE AND SOFTWARE 
TO B4ABLE YOU TO 
CONNECT TO A PC OR 
MACNTOSHCOMPUTTS 



FOR AMIGA 1500 TO 4000 

COMPUTERS WITH SCSI CONTROLLER 
(A1200 USER PLEASE PHONE). 

EXTERNAL CD ROM(SCSI) 

FOR AMIGA A600 & A 1200 

WITH FREE!!! SQUIRREL INTERFACE 

DOUBLE SPEED £179.00 
QUAD SPEED £239.00 

SIX SPEED £POA 

400 DPI 3 BUTTON 
FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS 

£10 

OKTAGON 4008 SCSI CARD 

True SCSI II controller for your Amiga 
1500 to 4000, upgradeable to 8MB using 
Zipp Ram allows you to connect H-Disk, 
Syquest CD Roms etc. oqq f\/\ 

MULTIFACE III 

ADDS 2 SERIAL & 1 PARALLEL 

PORT TO ANY AMIGA 1500 TO 

4000 £109.00 

TANDEM IDE 

IDE controller card for your Amiga 1500 to 
4000 allows you to connect a CD rom of 
your choice or just another Hard Drive. 



Tandem card Only 

Tandem card & Double speed CD 

Tandem card & Quad speed CD 



£69.00 

£169.00 

£199.00 



EXTERNAL FLOPPY £39.95 

ANTVCUCK # ANTI-VIRUS"THRU PORT FOR Ail AMIGAS 

MONITORS 

Basic Colour £189.00 
Microvitek 1438 £259.00 

£399.00 

£319.00 

£599.00 

£POA 



Microvitek 1440 
Samsung 15" 
Samsung 17" 
Samsung 20" 



HARD DRIVES & RAM FOR AMIGA 
Nobody Undersells US!!!!! 

AMIGA A600/A50G7A500+ EXTERNAL 



RAM CARDS 

A600 1 MB Ram £20.00 

A600 1 MB Ram & Clock £33.00 

A500+ 1 MB Ram £20.00 

A500 1/2MB Ram £15.00 

A1200 RAM CARDS 

PCMCIA compatible 
(With Clock & FPU socket) 

0MB £49.00 

2MB £109.00 

4MB £169.00 

8MB £279.00 

ZIP RAMS 2MB £99.00 

MEMORY 



SCSI HDISK with 
45WPSU 

FOR ALL AMIGA COMPUTERS 





30 


64 


72 




Pin 


Pin 


Pin 


1MB 


£27 


£N/A 


£35 


2MB 


£89 


£N/A 


£69 


4MB 


£109 


£199 


£129 


8MB 


£269 


£N/A 


£269 


16MB 


£429 


£N/A 


£399 


32MB 


£N/A 


£N/A 


£799 



FOR ANY AMIGA OR ACCELERATOR CARD 

ACCELERATORS 



Viper 68030/28Mhz 0MB 
Viper 68030/40Mhz 0MB 
Viper 68030/50Mhz 0MB 

FPU 



340MB 




£199.00 


540MB 




£229.00 


850MB 




£269.00 


1GIG 




£329.00 


2/4/9GIG 




£POA 


SQUIRREL 


£54.00 


SPECIAL OFFER 


2.5" DRIVES 


FOR AMIGA A60V1 200 COMPLETE WITH 


SOFTWARE. CABLES » INSTRUCTIONS 


60MB 




£59.00 


80MB 




£69.00 


120MB 




£89.00 


340MB 




£179.00 


510MB 




£269.00 


850MB 




£499.00 


3.5" HARD DRIVES 




IDE 


SCSI 


340MB 


£99 


£119 


420MB 


£129 £129 


540MB 


£159 £169 


810MB 


£189 £229 


1-GIG 


£249 


i £279 



E119.00100MB ZIP DRIVEE199.00I 
ImSS ALFA-POWER 



£179.00 
£199.00 
£269.00 

suitable for all Accelerator & Ram cards 1 GIG £339.00 

for A1 200 and Amiga 4000 Computers SYQUEST DRIVES 



Increases the performance of your 
machine when adding these FPU's. 



FOR 

120MB 
420MB 
810MB 



AMIGA A500/500+ 



28Mhz (PLCC) £24.00 
33Mhz(PLCC £39.00 
40Mhz(PLCC) £79.00 
50Mhz (PGA) £89.00 

WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS! 1 

WE WILL MATCH OR BEAT ANY 

GENUINE QUOTED PRICE 



88MB 
105MB 
200MB 
270MB 



Int. 

£219 

£229 

£339 

£349 



Ext. 

£269 

£279 

£389 

£399 



BOTH THE ZIPP & SYQUEST 

DRIVES NEED SCSI 

CONTROLLER ON ALL 

AMIGACOMPUTERS 



WTLSWAMigA IS BflcX 



AMIGA A1200 (BASIC UNIT) 

AMIGA A1200 (WITH 65MB HARD DISK) 

AMIGA A1200 (WITH 80MB HARD DISK) 

AMIGA A1200 (WITH 120MB HARD DISK) 

AMIGA A1200 (WITH 170MB HARD DISK) 

AMIGA A1200 (WITH 340MB HARD DISK) 

AMIGA A1200 (WITH 540MB HARD DISK) 

AMIGA A1200 (WITH 810MB HARD DISK) 



£399.00 
£449.00 
£469.00 
£489.00 
£509.00 
£569.00 
£669.00 
£919.00 



AMIGA 

A600 ACCELERATOR 

68020 28MHZ 

UPGRADEABLE TO 

8MB RAM 

PICASSO II 



BOARDS 

24BIT GRAPHICS BOARD 
FOR AMIGA A1500 TO 4000 



AMIGA 

A2000 

ACCELERATOR 

28MHZ & 

50MHZ with 

SCSI Controller 

£POA 



ORDER NOW TO AVOID DISSAPOINTMENT FOR CHRISTMAS 
REFURBISHED AMIGA A4000 030/040 IN STOCK £P.O.A 



Picasso 1 MB 
Picasso 2MB 



Emplant all versions 

available from 

£229.00 




Gasteiner 



DELIVERY CHARGES 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT. SMALL CONSUMABLES AND 
SOFTWARE ITEMS UNDER THE VALUE OF £59 PLEASE 
ADD E3.50 P&P.OTHER ITEMS EXCEPT LASERS. NEXT 
DAY COURIER SERVICE £10 PER BOX. OFFSHORE AND 
HIGHLANDS. PLEASE CALL FOR A QUOTATION. IN ADDI- 
TION WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING EXPRESS SERVICES 
SATURDAY DELIVERY NORMAL RATE PLUS £15 PER BOX. 
MORNING. NEXT DAY NORMAL RATE PLUS £10 PER BOX. 
E&OE PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT 
PRIOR NOTICE. ALL TRADEMARKS ACKNOWLEDGED 






£219.00 
£239.00 

ACCESSORIES 

AMGAA500&LV12lXiraj 
A500rrtRJ3Pr^DRVE 
/saX>12LX)r^njDPFYDFBVE £45£D 
25-HDtSKCABLE £1000 

25'T035-hOSKCAa£Krr £1500 
FARALLH. PRNTER CABLE ££00 
AMIGA VXiAADAPTOR £1500 

AMGATRACKBAlL 



Tel: 01 



126 Fore Street 
81 -345-6000 Fax: 01 



Upper Edmon 
81 -345-6868 



.AUTO JOYSTICK SWTTCH £1500 
jS^j MOUSE MATS £200 

ton, London, N18 2XA 
E-Mail: gastein@dircon.co.uk 



AUI Entertainment Now; 





Kompart - Amiga 500 plus and above £29.95 



Some like to use their large, red, 
bright, shiny car as a priapic 
extension, "Mine's bigger than 
yours and I'm not bragging!" and 
they drive it as hard and fast to as 
many places as possible. Sadly in 
my case the day after passing my 
test I had my Damon Hill fantasies 
buried in front of a carfull of 
friends after being stopped and 
reprimanded by the police for 
driving too slowly. And soon after 
was deeply affected by the film 
'Faster Pussycat, Kill, Kill, Kill', in 
which three bra-busting Russ 
Meyer vixens first challenge, race 
and beat a guy showing off his new 
sports car on the Californian desert 
flats. And, as if that weren't hum- 
iliating enough, they then beat him 
up and kill him with their bare 
hands, in front of his girlfriend. So 
watch it, road ragers! 

Racing simulations like the new 
Turbo Trax game from Kompart 
offer the opportunity to exorcise 
any stunted and perverted racing 
driver ambitions with the privacy 
and safety of your Amiga. Here you 
can roadhog it all you like without 
the danger of meeting up with 
macho or vixenish trouble. 

Turbo Trax doesn't offer any 
marvellously new revolutionary 
concepts in game-playing - it's a 
traditional, bird's-eye view racing 
game - but as far as this kind of 
tyrescreaming entertainment, goes 
it is very slickly done, with very 
smooth scrolling, highly-detailed 




Fine tune your car in a garage so clean you could eat your dinner off the floor' 



graphics and realistic sound 
effects. 

There's a choice of five racing 
terrains, with five track layouts for 
each terrain. You can race on the 
slippy, snow covered ice track, the 
Indy car racetrack, in the middle of 
a boulder-strewn and palm-tree 
dotted desert, a muddy forest or 
around British city streets. And 
there are five types of vehicle to 
race in: the aerodynamic Indy car, 
the 4-wheel drive truck.a jeep, a 
dune buggy or a sports car. 

And that's more or less it. 
No sophisticated post-race psy- 
chological showdowns, tactical 
debriefings or champagne show- 
ers. Just zoom round the track as 




Streak around a slik urban landscape 



fast as you can trying to keep 
ahead of the other cars, with the 
raging scream of the engine ris- 
ing as you accelerate down the 
straights, and the piercing screech 
of the tyres shivering your nerves 
round the hairpin bends. 

As you career around the track, 
clinging desperately on to con- 
trol with your fingertips, there are 
various special features to look out 
for such as oil-patches, bumps and 
black ice which can throw you out 
of control momentarily, costing 
crucial split-seconds. 

The magic spanners littered on 
the tarmac cause any damage you 
have sustained to be instantly 
repaired. And running over the 
'turbo' objects gives you a sudden 
burst of speed, essential if you are 
to beat the other five computer 
controlled cars. Negotiating these 
objects on the road well is the key 
to winning races, rather than just 
accelerating as much as possible. 
To be honest Turbo Trax is 
more like a radio-controlled car 
than a real race-car simulation. 
The only controls are left, right 
and accelerate. But given the 
limitations of the joystick-control 
and bird's-eye view format, Turbo 
Trax very effectively builds up the 
tension and atmosphere of a 
breakneck speed road race. The 
sounds of the cars in particular, 
different depending which vehicle 
you are using, change realistically 
as you accelerate and corner. And 



the rival cars weave and bunch 
convincingly. 

There is a minimal strategic 
side to Turbo Trax, as it's possible 
to soup-up your car by buying new 
parts with money tokens you have 
run over on the track and any race 
winnings. And without buying extra 
power-steering, a new engine and 
better tyres there is not much 
chance of getting through the 
progressively tougher levels of 
Turbo Trax to reach the final one- 
to-one race-off. 

From the start the game is hard 
on learners, the computer cars 
race fast and nasty from the first 
level and always seem to come out 
on top from any wheel-banging 
incidents. But this does make it 
more satisfying to beat them. 

Unfortunately we didn't have 
two A1200s in the office at the time 
to test out the link-up option which 
lets you connect two computers to 
race against a human opponent. 
Not many people do, without 
lugging their computers round to 
a friend's house. A simultaneous 
one-machine two player option is 
lacking; the game can become 
slightly tedious after continu- 
ous playing against the computer 
Another minor niggle was the 
somewhat monotonous track 
layout - the straights are always 
horizontal or vertical. But for a 
quick race around the streets, 
maybe after creeping home in a 
traffic jam, this is one of the slickest 
sims around. 

Apparently the late Formula 1 
world champion James Hunt was 
an avid budgerigar-breeder in his 
spare time. But for anyone with a 
more sedentary, less macho day- 
job, Turbo Trax should happily fill a 
few hours of leisure. 



VERDICT 


Graphics: 


80% | 


I Sound: 




Gameplay: 


75% 


Overall: 

i 


80% 
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The dream of every Cricketer is to play for their 
country in the arena of International Test Cricket. 
Grandslam Interactive brings you the chance 
with ITS CRICKET - a superbly designed and 
fully interactive simulation of Five Day Test 
Match Cricket. 

Imagine the cheering crowds as you swing your 
cricket bat and strike the red leather ball into the 
Grandsland for six! 

ITS CRICKET is the most realistic cricket simula- 
tion to date, bringing to YOU the experience of 
top class action on the World stage. 



AMIGA 

A500. A600. A1200, A3000. A4000 
Minimum 1 Meg Required 
Workbench 1.2, 1.3 & 2.0 Compatible 



Special Features Include 

* Scan In your own photo and Insert interactive personal profile tor Team Selection 

* Digitised player graphics 

Superb digitised animations, music and sound effects 

* Nine counties with 18 players per team 

* Individual player profiles and playing statistics that are updated after each Teat. 
4c World Championship competition table 

* Five day Test Match with declaration played In real time 

* One or two player options * Varying deliveries for pace or spin bowling 

* Option to bowl over or around the wicket 

* Multi-offensive and defensive batting strokes 

* Interactive catching and runout sequences * Realistic match commentaries 

* New player Insertion utility Save game option 

* Hard disk installable Joystick and moust control 

* Details results printout • Expandable for future add-on modules 
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AUI Entertainment Now; 



SUBVERSION 



Guildhall Leisure Services £7.95 



tubV«r»lon Ittufttton Display 



Look, it's a submarine game. Oh, 
look at that packaging. All 
brooding, moody and ominous. Big 
fat awesome submarine gliding 
past the cover. Just imagine the 
scene... radar bleeping, echoing 
through the cold tension-filled steel 
chamber. The captain sweating as 
destroyers hunt the sub down, 
armed with depth charges. Imagine 
spying the enemy cruising in the 
distance. Release a torpedo - 
watch it race towards the target. 
Kaboom! The ship slips rapidly 
beneath the waves. Disaapear 
back into the gloomy depths before 
the enemy have a chance to 
counter-attack. Whew! All that for 
£7.95? 

Well, no actually. All that 
for multi-million pound naval 



simulators. For £7.95 you get an 
ancient game converted from an 
even older Apple entertainment 
which registers practically zilch on 
the impressiveness scale. 

Your submarine icon appears 
on a depiction of the sea, dotted 
with islands and enemy shipping. 
Select the direction - move the 
icon. Aim torpedos and missiles at 
the fools attacking your supply 
ships. Next turn will see them 
closing in on your sub. Oooher, I'm 
slightly nervous. No. not a patch on 
the other games in the series, but 
mildly challenging for a short 
period of time. 

It didn't work on our A1200's, 
and on the A500 had the bottom of 
the screen chopped off - 
preventing you from reaching 
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The strategy element of Subversion is low. So 
are the graphics, gamplay. and everything else. 



some of the operation buttons 
which would have been there. 
There was no sound. Be warned. 

At this budget price, if it works 
on your Amiga it's still cheaper than 
any other form of entertainment 
that costs money, but you 
may be extremely disappointed 
nonetheless. 



VERDICT 


Graphics: 


30% 


Sound: 


0% 


Gameplay: 


38% 


Overall: 


30% 



Blitzreig ■ Battle at Ardennes 



White Death - Battle for Velikiya 



Guildhall Leisure Services £7.95 



One of my first-ever strategy war 
games came from the stable of 
Command Simulations. I forget the 
name now. but it covered the whole 
of the war in Europe and took the 
game-board approach used by 
war-gamers. This format lays a grid 
of tiny hexagons over a map. Each 
unit can move over fields, through 
forest etc, by moving a certain 
number of hexagons. Battles occur 
when opposing units meet and 
attack, with the outcome being 
decided on a mixture of relative 
strengths and random factors. 

These two games - Blitzreig and 
White Death - take that same 
approach, but concentrate the 
action on smaller geographical 
areas. Just as much action and 
strategy takes place as in the large 
scale games because the area 
map is divided into even smaller 
hexagons. 



Both games take real life battles 
from World War Two. Blitzreig, 
literally the German for Lightning 
War - a quick smashing through of 
the enemy lines with fast moving 
tanks and motorised support - 
focusses on a key battle after the 
successful Allied sweep through 
Europe after D-Day, when 
Germany attempted to break 
through the front line and thrust on 
to to Antwerp. 

White Death is set in the bitterly 
cold climate of the Eastern front - 
at a time when the Soviets were 
beginning to make ground in their 
fight back. 

All the military resources, front 
lines and unit strengths for both 
battles have been meticulously 
researched and recreated in the 
respective games. 

Simulations require as many 
real-life elements as possible. 



Consequently, even the weather, 
randomly generated, changes and 
affects your plans. Your troops tire. 
Their morale and skills change and 
losses mount depending on the 
type of attack they are enduring or 
making. 

Action revolves around turn- 
orientated planning. Your first turn 
allows you to move units, reinforce, 
shape the beginning of attacks and 
such-like. Each unit is limited in its 
range per turn by factors such as 
transport and terrain. Then the 
opposition, the computer or a 
human player, moves their troops. 
Then it's your turn, and the action 
hots up. 

Rather than an overall object- 
ive like "Win the war", these 
games concentrate on small 
scale objectives such as captur- 
ing towns or winning tactical 
advantage. Which is how real 



wars are generally fought. 

A number of different scenarios 
recreate various moments in the 
real campaign. If, for example, the 
Germans were surrounded and 
smashed on the last day of the 
campaign, you could take over 
from that point and try to extricate 
them from the predicament. 

The accompanying manuals 
explain everything in fine detail, but 
omit the big point - like a readily 
understandalbe explanation of 
what the hell is going on. You'll 
need to perservere a little, 
especially through the wargame- 
speak, but the way both games test 
your military and tactical planning, 
as well as cunning and guile, 
means the effort pays off in a big 
way, in other words, the soaking up 
of squillions of hours in front of 
your Amiga's screen. 



VERDICT 


Graphics: 


60% 


Sound: 


46% 


Gameplay: 


78% 


Overall: 


74% 
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Uv# ouf the nuclear nightmare senahos that ware once realistically contemplated 



Even if they never went away, 
strategy games are back... Hugely 
popular programs like Sim City 
2000 and Colonisation have 
revealed that computer users will 
lap up well designed software 
which requires them to apply time, 
intelligence, wit and planning to 
'win'. 

It's not only the players who 
must devote time and mind power 
to completing strategy games - the 
programmers are given a task far 
more challenging than regular 
games. The concept has to be 
well-developed and believable, 
and the environment must mimic 
the real world as much as possible 
- with a enormous number of 



options and outcomes. 

The graphics don't need to be 
impressive. Essentially they need 
only 'represent' the units which 
you move around the world. 
The player's imagination and 
involvement in the game's comp- 
lexity do the work. Because the key 
to a good strategy game is the 
complexity and real life event- 
simulation, the games don't really 
date as long as the coding is solid. 

That principle is probably 
driving Guildhall Leisure's Strategy 
Series of budget price games 
which by and large deliver complex 
and engrossing military simulations 
despite their old age. 

It must be stressed that in-depth 
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strategy games are not instantly 
gratifying like a shoot-em-up. They 
are more like chess games play- 
ed with hundreds of pieces. You 
need time, patience and some 
substantial mental effort to 
maximise the entertainment. 

A point to note about reviews of 
strategy games. They're almost 
always way down on scores rating 
the graphics and sound content - 
but gameplay can be massively 
high. 

Cold War computer games in 
which you played one of the 
superpowers trying to win a 
nuclear war are a chilling reminder 
of the insanity which we took as 
normality for too many decades. 



that appropraitely named condition 

MAD - Mutually Assured 
Destruction. 

Bravo looks a little dated, but 
like all great strategy games its 
payability remains high. Once you 
learn your way around the control 
screens and fire off those silent 
salvos, then watch the waves of 
counter attacks, the game pulls 
you in. 

The exchange occurs in real 
time - a clock counts the passing 
minutes. Your Amiga becomes the 
central military computer of a 
nation on nuclear alert. 

I can't believe we realistically 
contemplated such possibilities. 
Fortunately, the world may be 
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TARGET CLASS: PRIMARY BOMBER BASES 








Complete the horror scenario. 



., STATUS: ACTIVE 
HEATHER: PARTLY CLOUDY 
FORCES: 28 TU-168 (BLACKJACK) 
HARDNESS: 48PSI 

LOCATION: 69.88 DEG. N. LATITUDE 
33.28 DEG. E. LONGITUDE 

BACKGROUND RADIATION: NORMAL 



An awesome arsenal on monsteros missiles. 

However, there is something 
frighteningly exciting about playing 
a game like Bravo, in which you 
manage the nuclear attack or 
reaction of a superpower in a 
nuclear conflict. 

The awesome power contained 
within your arsenal of monstrous 
missiles is all too clear as you 
examine their payload, range, and 
possible trajectory. Then, via one 
of the three control screens, you 
turn to a map of the opposition 
country - America or the USSR. 
You search through a list of 
possible targets, examining their 
miliary capacity • a first strike must 
eliminate the power of a counter- 
strike or potential for civilian 
devastation. Otherwise you get 




emerging from the dangerous, but 
necessary, path of learning through 
our discovery of nuclear power. 
Bravo Romeo Delta allows you 
to complete the horror scenario. 
You'll soon discover, except in 
computer games, in such a real life 
scenario no one can really win. 



VERDICT 



Graphics: 


58% 


Sound: 


37% 


Gameplay: 


77% 


Overall: 
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70% 
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I Bryant Avenue, Southend-On-Sea, ESSEX, 

SSI 2YD. 

Tele +44 (01702) 466933 Fax 617123 

BBS (0181) 6655629 Email: pdsoft@mymagic.demon.co.uk 
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AMINET 6 Only 1 1 2.99 
SUBSCRIPTION I £1 1.99 
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CLIPART £7.99 



FONTS £7.99 



SOUND TERRIFIC 
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3D STUDIO £19.99 
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This month it's Mad Mark Blackham and Mad Mike Rumbelow. 

Ami ga rodeo riders, ranging far wnd very wide 

over the most tangy of the public domain and 

shareware you could want to stakeout. If you see 

them coming better step aside. 

a lot of men didn't and a lot of men died. 



The marks awarded to each 
PD disk are based purely 
upon its own merits and, of 
course, our personal views. 
Value for money and reliability 
are also taken into account as 
well as features and quality of 
the software. 



Compatibilit 



The PD disks reviewed in this 
issue were tested on an A1200 
with a basic 2 megs of chip 
RAM. Check with your PD 
supplier that the disks you are 
ordering are compatible with 
your Amiga. 



All freely distributable software 
comes under the rather 
deceptive umbrella of "public 
domain". Quite a lot of this 
software is, in fact, shareware. 
Shareware means that if you 
like the software, or use it 
fairly regularly, the author 
will request a reasonable dona- 
tion from £5 to £20. There is 
usually a note on the disk 
informing you if the software is 
shareware or regular PD. 

Whether or not you send a 
donation to the author depends 
totally upon your level of 
conscience and morals. Rem- 
ember, if you send a donation 
to the author, you may receive 
an updated version of the soft- 
ware. Even if you don't receive 
an update, you will have given 
the author the incentive to con- 
tinue contributing into the pub- 
lic domain. 





Seasoft 

I love utility disks - loads of practi- 
cally indispensible programs that 
make things possible you may 
have always wished for, or never 
thought likely to be able to do. 

The strange thing with Multi- 
Vision 9 is that the utilities ess- 
entially overlap. Ultimately you only 
need one of them - ArtPRO - a PD 
version which mimics the wonderful 
AdPRO. 

ArtPRO has been extremely 
well designed and implemented. 



ArtPRO cannot currently beat 
AdPro's incredible number of file 
formats and methods of image pro- 
cessing, but with continued dev- 
elopment could do very well. 
However, this ArtPRO is a restrict- 
ed version, so it's missing bits and 
pieces. Some of these may be 
compensated by the inclusion of 
some other utilities on the disk. 

GifftolFF converts the PC fav- 
ourite (not for much longer since 
some company got bolshie over 
rights) Gift picture format to the 
Amiga favourite IFF. 

There's a Chip RAM grabber for 
searching chip memory and saving 
any pictures you find there. These 
progs have never worked for me - 
as you can see by the picture here. 

GfxCon allows you to convert 
graphic files (but not to view them) 
from a pile of formats to ILBM, 
PCX, GIF, JPEG, RGB-Raw(?) and 
PostScript. Very slickly done and 
useful. 

D-Pix helps clean up black and 




white clip art which has become 
slightly corrupted or jagged. Best 
applied when you've scaled up a 
pic, seen it go terribly jaggy and 
need to smooth the line edges. This 
too is a restricted version which 
didn't appear to work all that well. 

Multi Vision 10 holds a program- 
mer's utility to convert IFF pics to 
RAW: the standard format for the 
Amiga's actual hardware (i.e. does- 
n't need an interpreter to under- 
stand the data and form it into a 
pic). 

IFF_FX is a simple utility which 
enables you to fiddle with IFF pics. 
A bit unncecessary if you have any 
sort of decent image processing 
package - and who doesn't? 

Flick FLI is a far more useful ket- 
tle of data for those wanting to view 
animations constructed on a PC 
with Autodesk Animator and 3D 
Studio. Handy, but since I don't 
have such animations, I can't tell 
you if it works. It does appear to run 
in a number of different screen 
modes and claims to be compatible 
with graphic cards - these are 
bound to be useful features. 

JIV is yet another picture viewer, 
claiming it has all those twiddly bits 
and pieces which you know you 
need and is missing from every 
other viewing utility. It is, nonethe- 
less, pretty darn powerful and flexi- 
ble, and will surely be able to 
meet almost everyone's viewing 
requirements. 





; 



One of the most useful benefits of a 
home computer is the ability to 
organise your personal finances. 
The computer can't do this on its 
own - it needs the right software. 
Some of this stuff can be expen- 



sive and OTT for your possibly 
restricted requirements. 

That's where a compilation like 
Office Helper comes in. Four very 
well constructed small programs 
are included; AmigaDiary - not too 
brilliant but a simple way to organ- 
ising things if your life isn't too 



eventful, Intra2.16 - a database to 
keep track of invoices, QuickFile - 
an exceptional flat-file database 
equipped with super powerful 
search facilities and multi-column 
label printing, and FHSpread - a 
basic spreadsheet boasting a 
simple graphing feature. 

Not a stunning selection, but 
Intra and QuickFile are probably 
among the best acquisitions of this 
sort you could make at PD prices. 
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ONLY A FIVER FROM 

8000+ TITLES!!! 





Lincolnshir 

LN11 81-F 
01507 4S01 14 





V12-PD now offer a trade in service whereby you can trade your old 
commercial games for PD disks, we then resell these at very low prices, loads 

in stock, see catdisk. Ain't we clever? Oh yes we are! 

BLANK DISKS AT £2.50 FOR 10, FROM 17PIN BULK. ONE FOR ONE GUARANTEE. 

It'll soon be Christmas, ooh, I can't wait! But anyway, here's our new ad, and what a good ad it is. It eats all it's 
greens, goes to bed on time, and even does all the dishes. It's here to tell you what a superb PD Library VI 2-PD 
is! And it's so good, it can't be lying! 

For a start, I'll tell you our prices, and this will just blow your minds, our 'the world's taking us for a ride and we're 
stupid to sell PD at these prices' are: 

1-5 disks — 65p each 

6-9 disks — 60p each 

10+ disks — 50p each 

Ok, just compare that with any of the PD adverts in this issue of AUI, is there any other that even comes close 
to these prices. 1 No, there Mummin' isn't missus! What about our catdisk, it's 2 disks, has loads of free games on 
it, optional RAM installation for utilities or full files, animation, music, more titles than you've ever seen, all 
descriptions written from scratch by us after our own testing, and the best bit, it's only 50p! A 2 disk catalogue 
for 50p? Where else would you get this. 1 Just check through all the lib. . . oh, just take our word for it, nowhere 

Mm 

Membership is available for peeps wanting to commit to our superb library. For only £5 you'll get twelve catdisks 
automatically sent to you the day they're completed, that's a whole year without having to bother about sending 
for new catdisks, it's 24 disks for a fiver! Or, you can become a platinum member, this is £1 5 a year, which entitles 
you to not only the twelve months of catdisks, but 1 0% off titles, (that's PD at 45padisk!), and 30% of any blanks 
bought as PD for lOp each, WOW! Where else would you get these offers, just flip. . . AAAGH! Nowhere else, 
OK? We're unique, way ahead of the same ol' "clone" PD libraries. Oh yes, we'reabitspesh, 10 out of 10 people 
who were asked will express a preference for us if we pay them to do so. ^^M 

Apart from that, there's the software trade in. If you have a commercial game that you're sick of, then we'll swap 
it for some PD disks, and then sell it very cheaply to someone who'll get more joy out of it. We already have a 
stack of games in, including Waxworks, Cruise for a Corpse, F29, Formula One Grand Prix, Dpaint 3, and 50+ 
more, all boxed originals. Get in touch with us with info on any games you want, or want to trade in. Who else 
does this, ju. . , 




Anyway, if you want a catdisk, send 50p or 2 1st class stamps for it, please remember to tell us what AMIGA you're 
using though, as this makes a big difference. So, go for it, either try us out, or carry on paying £1 + for PD, it's up 
to you, but I'd rather have twice the amount of disks for my money, but maybe that's just me being silly! 

Greets go out to: Visage Computers, Wolfman, Phil + Alexis at Northstaffs PD (Hi again!), Rob Daviau in 
Canada, Stefan Mansier in Holland, Paul Hamilton, Mike Carter, Robert Wilkins and all our mates in the Amiga 
industry! Careless Whispers 2 is not out!!!!! Hi Mum! 



WE STOCK COMPLETE SETS OF ASSASSINS, SCOPE, FRED FISH, 

ARUG, AMIGAN, NZUG, JAM, BARBIE, CHINA GIRL, GRAPEVINE, 

AND EVERYTHING ELSE. OVER 500 EXCLUSIVE TITLES THAT ARE 

STOCKED, ERM, EXCLUSIVELY, BY V12-PD!!! 



8000+ Titles, that's more than a library with less than that! 



AUI The PD Stakeout 



Disk Helper 9 
Disk Helper 10 



A bunch of tidy utilities with virtu- 
ally no central theme which pulls 
them together. They're a motley 
assortment. 

Helper 9 has a healthy bunch of 
utilities such as one which will find 
the files that best fit the directo- 
ry/disk to which you're copying, 
another which displays the date 
and time (never seen one of them 
before!), a programming utility to 
edit hex code, a RAM clearer 
(actually quite useful), and a cool 
American program that generate 
DIY legal forms. 

There's also a great MultiView- 
like program which you build up 
yourself to recognise and enact all 
sorts of files, and a handy program 
which copies large numbers of 
files from hard disk to multiple 
floppies. 



The utility you'll really want to 
use, but dread seeing the result of 
is WastedTime - which measures 
the time you spend on the Amiga 
and can calculate how that works 
out in monetary values that you 
can decide. It could actually be 
very helpful for freelancers charg- 
ing for time spent on work, or 
attempting to reconcile their job 
charges with the time they actual- 
ly spent. 

On Helper 10 there's a program 
which searches for crunched files, 
another which enables you to save 
CD32 games to disk, the regular 
AGA-kill type prog, a bizarre soft- 
ware keyboard, and a list of virus- 
es. Hmmmm. I'd probably live 
through tomorrow without this lot. 




Assasin 244 
Assasin 245 
Assasin 246 



Another collection of Assassin 
disks, another collection of first- 
attempt games - almost universally 
based. The Bomber clone is a 
beauty, but it barely makes up for 
PacWars and the good concept but 
what the hell is going on game, 
Stench. Appropriately, since it 




involves toilets, the game is crap. 

ASI 243 has two winners - a 
strange mind game matching 
coloured glass balls, and a two- 
player tank pitched battle with 
bouncing missiles. Not bad for 
some mild amusement. 

ASI 240 is held aloft by 
Catapults, a two player castle 
building and opponent crushing 
mayhem. Well designed, and it 




Freestyle PD 



wonderful place. Witness these 
two outrageously excellent pieces 
of stylish art from Melon, 

Planet M begins with an 

increrlihta exnlndtnn Mplnn Innn 



then a fantastic real and mock 
moving video of female faces 
shot in stylish black and white. 
After a rather incautious and 

nnlunnv/ nipro nf covicm tho 



demo bursts into a not of colour 
and street-style graphics, 
matched with some pacey trance 
music. 



and even better demo, Baygon. 
grabs you by the funky bits just 
after a piece of wierdo Frenchy 
animation. 

The rap samples whirl you 
through a hypnotic journey of 
super-cool spirally shapes and 



plays nicely. 

Super Daleks is that ancient 
game where you move one space 
towards safety and Daleks move 
five spaces to intercept you. 
Rubbish. 

Mutar is a singular piece of 



colours, hip black and white ani- 
mation and street-smart graphics 
Slices of Baygon would not look 



r«iEii 



•TKTtfJ 



STZrkr*Tii 



youth-orientated advertisment. 

Style is the only word for these 
two demos. The graphic trickery 
is fine, but the way it is imple- 

a 1 



menieu - yuryeuus colours, won- 
derfully chosen images - just 
blows you away. Nothing short of 
fantastic. 

These guys have a knack for 



advancing further into the world of 
computer graphics. The machin- 
ery can do the calculations and 
whizzo tricks for you, but how to 



look appealing. Melon know how - 
and that will see them go far. Get 
these demos and see cool. 







beat-the-clock-through-the-maze 
boredom. So you'd better enjoy 
Catapult on this disk or you're 
stuffed. 




Hippoplayer is a very comprehen- 
sive and efficient music module 
player by K-P. Koljonen, with lots of 
interesting little extra features 
which set it slightly above the aver- 
age mod-player. 

Apart from the standard play, 
stop, next module buttons and on- 
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HIPPOPLAYER V2.08 



Pixel Digital 



screen volume slider control, there 
is also a 'prefs' button that brings 
up an option-crammed screen. 
Here you can choose whether to 
repeat one module, play through a 
list of them or timeout, and you can 
also choose from four different 
kinds of graphic scopes, from four- 
channel oscilloscope, to graphic 
equaliser, to special 'hipposcope' 
which creates four small patterns 



which swirl in time to the music. 

One other novel aspect of 
Hippoplayer is the range of filter 
effects. As well as a stereo effect 
slider adjustable from to 100% 
there is also a 'real surround' 
sound feature, presumably an 
extreme version of stereo, in addi- 
tion to the bog-standard 'surround' 
and 'stereo' sound features, and a 
14-bit sound option, though it beats 



me how it gets 14-bit sound out of 
8-bit samples. 

Koljonen claims he wrote 
Hippoplayer because of the dearth 
of module players which would run 
on Kickstart 1.3 machines. This 
one should run on any machine 
and accepts most module and 
compression formats. An excellent 
utility for anyone who likes playing 
mods, with enough options, knobs 
and sliders to twiddle to perk up the 
interest of even the most jaded 
mod-player user. 
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GAMES CHEATS 

1.4 EMULATOR 

ON ALL ORDERS 




FREE FREE 

LIBRARY DISK 

POST & PACK 

ON ALL ORDERS 
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platform games 

."jw6lemmincstr.w. 
]i0i7giassbackv2 
; 020 lemmings arcaw 
c 878 top hat willy 
d 791 doctor strange 
d hi judgement day 
d 1036 nesquick game 
qio7oplatman.squk;s 

D 1063 M-A-S-H VI 

IMI ALIEN BUZZBAR 

DI0S2C-H-A-RVI 
SPACE BUSTERS 

D 9H SOLO ASSAULT 
Z906OBUTERATOR 
: 031 OBLIVION 
1 805 TRANS-PLANT 
; 498 THE LAST REFUGE 
] S96 GORF INVADERS 
3 343 CYBERNETICS 

C 548 CAFFEINE FREE 
I083DE-GALAGA15 

1 IIS8THES1USAI2 

D 1 139 TRACKER NO 1.3 

ARCADE GAMES 
D55SHUGOV2 5DISK 
875 MISSILES 2 DtSK 
; 976 BEAVIS BUTTHEAD 

2 429 ZOMBIES APOCAL 
jB70ROCKETZAI200 

3 955 SUICIDE MACHINE 
3 273 KELLOGS EXPRESS 
3 912 RUDOLPH -SANTA 
2 916 GAMES HOI Al 200 
:983SAXXONNOTI.3 
JM68SCORCH-TANKVIB5 
DII69PSYCHBULNOTI.3 
D 1131 PALS NOT IJ 

P.D. VERSIONS 
024 ELF 4 PP HAMMER 
D477CADAVA-VENUSFLY 
Z022GODS-TW1ACHINE 

□ 026 ROBOCOP-T/RECALL 
D 522 OSCAR CD Al 200 
^815 LEMMINGS PACK 
1023 RICK DANGEROUS 

□ 472 TETRIS GAMEBOY 
C 027 CHUCK ROCK -ICE 

COMBAT GAMES 
D94I FATAL BLOWS 
2 938 MARTIAL SPIRIT 
:930AB.H.AI26DBK 
1065 2 DSK CYBERGAME 

CLASSIC GAMES 
DOM ASTEROIDS 
693 MISSILE COMMAND 
778 OVERLANDER 
D 692 SPACE INVADERS 
D 308 DONKEY KONG 

DRIVING GAMES 
D 974 F I EDITOR 94/5 
D9SI FLAMING ENGINES 

2 469 THE ROAD TO HELL 
D73S AUTOMOBILES 

□ 613 HIGH OCTANE V2 
H 682 MOOSE DRIVE 

3 I05S 3 DKS HYPERACE 
3 1059 MANSEU-STORM 

1 I0S7AI2 TURBO-JAM 
Q 1132 AI2 LAST LAP 

SIMULATORS 

IJ 1008 7 DSK TOM CAT HD 
D926HEUCOPTER 
D 332 SEALANCE-SUB 
G 81 1 CAR MANIACS 
C 544 AIR WARRIOR 
D 333 BATTLE CARS V2 
QIIW HE. TANKS 

SPORT GAMES 
1 1014 CRAZY GOLF 
H366GOLF I8TH2DW 
j 822 CRICKET AMOS V2 

2 630 TEN PIN BOWUNG 
j 104 FUTURE FOOTBALL 
"666 SPORT CHALLENGE 
D H7I C ANGLER 2DSK 

HINTS & CHEATS 
GI000S-MGTC95 
j 418 1000 CHEATS 
.931 BACKDOOR V3 

2 82 1 PASSWORD MANIA 
j 81 3 GAME TAMER V4J 

820MEGACHEATS 
1681 SIERRA SOLUTIONS 
D 019 GAME TAMER V13 
DII43NOSTROMOVS 
311 18 UP TO DATE VI 
DIM9ULTIMATENOI3 

OVER 1 8 GAMES 
] 101 TERROR UNER VI 
j 712 TERROR UNERV2 

3 977 ADVENT I 2 DISKS 
G 1001 ADVENT 2 2 DISKS 

1081 ADULT TETRIS 



_ 1 145 NUMBERS NO 13 
TITRJS-COLUMNS 
G294KLAOC-TR5COLMS 
] 107 TWIN-TRJS TETRIS 
Z 390 DIZZY DIAMONDS 
Z293DR-MARK)COLMS 
G97ISPH1-TRIS 
D6I7NUM3ER-TRJS 

□ 964 TEAM TETRIS 

Z 626 MEGA-BLOX TETRIS 
_ 013 TET-TREN TETRIS 
Z 597 TETRIS PRO 
Z6IIHOT-BLOXTETRIS 
Z 657 ZYNX COLUMNS 
:i074STATIX 

PAC-MAN GAMES 
: 230 SUPER PAC MAN 
1 922 GOLD RAID 
] 102 LADYBUG PAC MAN 
u 008 ORIGINAL PAC MAN 
G 592 PAC MAN RETURNS 
Z 252 YUM YUM PAC MAN 
ZI096AI2PUCMAN 
ail38AI2CYBER-MAN 
G 397 DELUXE PACMAN 

□ 923AI2BOMB32 
BREAK-OUT I PONG 

Z003MEGABALLVI 
Z459MEGABALLV2 
:S59MEGABALLV3NOAS 
Z 007 BATTLE PONG 
Q42IREBOUNDERPONG 
SOULDERDASH GAMES 
D73I HAUNTED MINES 
G 254 EMERALD MINES 
121 MARATHON MINES 
Q35I ROYAL MINES 

: 39 1 DIZZY UZZY MINES 
G7IBC64BOULDERDASH 
Q 480 BLUE DIAMONDS 

PUB-CLUB GAMES 

1 939 CASH CARDS NOT I 
] 560 WORLD DARTS 
! 598 PINBAU NOT 1 3 
] 222 FRUfT MACHINE 
Z 932 MEGA FRUITS 
G 010 POKER ARCADE 
Z37S CARDS SOUTAHE 
I 1 073 CARD PACK 
'IM2AI2EX CARDS 



□ 
D 



„9IONEWMONOKXYSTAT 
Z 032 MONOPOLY USA 

631 SCRABBLE 
G 296 RISK (GLOBE-WARt 
01 5 WAR ANIMATED 
G 472 CHESS GAMES 

ADVENTURE GAMES 

D 1 16 STAR TREK 2 DISK 
G 877 BLACK DAWN V2 
Z 297 NEIGHBOURS 2DISK 
G 962 FEARS A 1 200 DOOM 
J954DON.A1200 3DISK 
II 038 SEED Of DARKNESS 
] 1019 ADVENTURES 3 
OII36AI2 FEARS V2 

STRATEGY GAMES 

'968 KINGDOMS AT WAR 
Z 876 GLOBAL NUKE WAR 
GB26IND-ESF10NAGEAI2 
D 1 170 2DSK A 12 LORDS 

PUZZLER GAMES 
G953CHANEQUE2D6K 
D9I4JINXAI2002DISK 
G8S9 TEN PUZZLES NOAI2 
250 RUBIX CUBE-ULOUS 
I066MINDBENDERS 
] 1135 SPRING-TIME 

MANAGER GAMES 

868 THE SUPER LEAGUE 
Z 876 SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
G 310 TOP OF THE LEAGUE 
; 668 USA 94 SOCCER CDS 
Z 404 METROS MANAGER 
G 32 1 AIRPORT 
3 322 MICRO MARKET 
Q443 SLAM BALL 
□ 817 BLOOD BALL 

OUIZ GAMES 

0716 POP MUSIC QUIZ 
Z 309 THE QUIZ MASTER 
1 462 WHEEL OF FORTUNE 
] 1033 TAZ QUIZ NOT I J 
3 991 2DSX STAR TREK 
OI03I5DSKSTARTREK 

LOGIC GAMES 

QW3EXITI3 

G442REVERSIV2 
J 119 DRAGON'S TILES 
] 1 12 DRAGON'S CAVE 
Z 323 OXTD LOGIC 

GS30OTHEU.O 
1037 MARBLES GAME 



G 1035 ATOMIC GAME 
AMIGA LEISURE 
Z 1027 COP THE LOT PRO 
C 940 LOTTERY WINNER 
Z 205 AMIGA PUNTER 
Z 228 PERM CHECKER 
_ 886 LEAGUE EDITOR 

AI2WMEGADEMOS 
ZiOlO ROOTS IB 
_995ZOOTJE 
Z 624 2 DISK SNAKE RIDE 
Z 782 COMPLEX REAUTY 
_ 963 2 DISK SWITCHBACK 
] 1015 2DSK TAZ-QUEEN 

104 2DSK OXYGENE 2 

I067SHAKKALAKKA 

I 146 FULL MOON 
] 1 130 ROOTS 18 V2 

□ III4AGAFUDGE 

AMIGA MEGADEMOS 
G 1010 TAZ GAS NOT 1.3 

Z 460 TEKNO RAVE 
Z 430 2 DISK DATA X 
Z 217 MEGA ALCATRAZ 
_ 269 DlGI INNOVATION 
Z 449 2 DISK 9 FINGERS 
_ 262 2 DISK PREDATORS 
"267 REBELS MEGADEMO 
3 215 BLUES HOUSE 2 DISK 
:i064ASCIINOTI.3 

M20 2DSK QUEEN V2 

AI2WSUDE SHOWS 

G 740 4 DISK MANGA 

1 S07 5 DISK WEIRD'SCI 
G 1040 3 DISK GLAMOUR 
GH08 5DSKSTARTREK 

AMIGA SUDE SHOWS 

Z 704 REVELATIONS 
"061 PAT NAGELS GIRLS 
Z 918 ERICS GIRLS 2 D6K 
936 AVIATION HSTORY 
II07TOBOUXTGO 

AUTWORA PACKAGE 
445KjOSPAWT 
'664FU90NPAKT 

Z063UITRAPMNT 

349 SPECTRA COLOUR 
Z -48RLU90NPAWT 

ARTWORK raOOU*!' 
G i02*feGS*-v*WTBt 
Z07IGRAPHKSCONCT 
ZiWGRAPHCUTIS 
Z 1 33 FRAC LAND BUU) 



G 619 DRUMS 2 DISK 

AMIGA EMULATION 
OI00STUD1NOTU 
G 891 BBC MICRO 
3 423 2 DISK SPECTRUM 
_ 889 PC EM 2 DISK 
Z 327 ACTION REPLAY 

G300RROKICKI3 

Z955RELOKICKI.4A 
_ 4I4SXICK 13-30 
Z 378 A600 NUMBER PAD 
L 719 4 DSK CM- GAMES 

DISK COWERS 
„380NIBBLER(NIB) 
3 727 MULT1 TASK (MT) 
:i58X.COPYPRO 
0357 COPY AND CRACK 
Z 325 LOCKPICKER V2 
0416 MAVERICK VS 

HARD DRIVERS 
] 191 H/D CLICK MENU 
G SO I RID PREP A 1 200 
Z779W/B3INSTAL 
Z 7B0 W/B 2 INSTAL 
Z 621 H/D STACKER 
Z 665 MR BACK UP PRO 
.490 8 DISK MAGIC W/B 
Z533HVDSUPERLOCK 
Z 957 GAME INSTALL V2 
D M4I GAME INSTALL V3 

PRINTING 
Z 065 AMIGA FONT 7 D6K 
Z 100 PRINTER DRIVERS 
Z 048 PRINTING STUDO 
Z 345 BANNER MAKER 
Z 243 AWARDMAKER S DSK 
Z 057 TEXT ENQNEV4 
Z 393 LABEL DESIGN© 

G 3* NVOCE HUNT 

-•7EDWORDTEXTED 
_ 749 FORM PRINTER 



J 



G 010 VH7UAL WORLDS 

084 PUGGS * SPACE 
Z 233 COOL COUGAR 

Z65IFAJRUGHT242 
Z 302 ODYSSEY SO NOTAI2 
ZB3I RED DWARF 
3 475 BAIT MASKING 
Z 463 MR POTATO HEAD 

2 474 MISS MAMSELLEAI2 
C 865 TAROT MASTER 2 DISK 
; 861 AMY AT THE MOVIE 
0271 NEWTEK V2 2 DISK 

347 NEWTEK V3 2 DISK 
G 187 ANIMATION STUDIO 

AMIGA VIDEO 

G 329 VIDEO INSCRIPT 

; "] 790VIDEOTRACKER 5 DISK 

OI48S-MOOVIE 

MUSIC MAKERS 

Z 220 FUNK KEYBOARDS 
Z 43 1 RAVE KEYBOARDS 

202MEDV32 
Z204SOUNDTRACKER 

3 729 DRUM MACHINE 
_ 787 SONIC DRUM KIT 
Z 866 OCTAMED TUTOR 
C7380CTAMEDV2 

3136 THE ART Of MED 
: 1 92 THE COMPOSER 

O 618 MUSIC DATABASE 
j 981 AUDIO ENGINEER 
3 661 4 DSK MED- WORKS 

D 1099 QUADRAPLAYER 

CLASSIC. POP 
Z 201 PIANO CLASSICS 
Z234VTVALDI2DISK 
Z 342 AMIGA-OEUS 
] 213 DJGI CONCERT V2 
Z 620 BAGPtt MUSIC 
248 EXPRESSION V2 
j 473 RHYTHMS DANCER 
1 1029 COTTONEYE SONG 
:i088MEUOWCDMIX 
1 1 147 7 DSK JUKE BOX 

SAMPLES. MODS 

G660KORG01W8DSK 
0218 HOUSE 2 DISK 
Z 206 SELECTION 7 DISK 
G 647 SOUND FX 3 DISK 



ZB32 DATABASES 2 DISK 
Z 092 ACCOUNT MASTER 
Z 240 ADDRESS BOOK 
Z *9I DAA.Y DIARY 
Z 470 LITTLE OfBCE 
Z 244 SPREADSHEET 
1 535 UX ST D. CODES 
:il2IR£M-DATE 

COLOUR CLIP ART 
Z 637 6 DISK COL/BRUSH 
Z633 7D6KOJPART 
Z 901 9 DSK WORLD MAP 
; 1060 3 DSK UON KING 

MONO CUP ART 
: 172 I SD« PORTFOLIO 
GSS87DSKOJPART 

AMIGA MODEM 
G4I3NCOMMSV3 
Z079OPTk:OMM5V2 
Z690TERM2D6K 
Z80IDM5PRO 
ZI08STA2BB5U5TWG5 

PROGRAMMBV 
: 288 A-BASIC TUTOR 
G383EMOOUAL 
". I56SOZOBONC 
G 306 UNDERSTAND AMOS 
D 722 TONS Of AMOS 
O 1067 DATATYPES 

DO IT rOURSELf 
G 239 SUDESHOW MAKER 

Z 381 ADVENTURE MAKER 

2 808 MAKE A DISK 
Z 242 MENU MAKER 
Z 724 AMIGA FAX 

Z 585 2 DISK PARNET 
Z 1032 MAX Bfli KIT 
O 1097 2DSK HELMBOOK 

VIRUS CONTROL 
C 506 A 1 200 VIRUS 
1 160 M.V.K PLUS 
G 993 VIRUS 2 

AMIGA UTILITIES 

3 612 4 DISK TOOL-KIT I 

5 1030 AI2DIONIC TOOLS 
Z 1 076 AGA TOOL-BOX 

DISK A SYSTEM 

166 SYSTEM TESTER 

j 467 RLE UNDELETE 

2 194 DISK OPTIMISE 

; 356 ENGINEER'S KIT 
Z24SFDCD1SK 

3 168 HARDWARE MANUAL 

AMIGA EDUCATION 
G 766 GEOGRAPHY 
Z 532 MATHS 5 DtSK 
Z 644 ENGLISH 4 DISK 
.486 LANGUAGES 4 DISK 
Z 270 PLANETS 6 DISK 
Z 304 ENGINES 5 DISK 
Z0S9 AMIGA TUTORIAL 
_ 1 123 WORLD HISTORY 



DISK COST £1.25 EACH. NO MINIMUM ORDER. ALL VIRUS FREE AND USER FRIENDLY 

All Games on on / disk and run on all Amiga* unlets otherwise stated. 

PICK AN EXTRA DISK FOR FREE WITH EVERY EIGHT DISKS YOU PURCHASE 



UNDERGROUND P.D., 54 CARMANIA CLOSE, SHOEBURYNESS, ESSEX SS3 9 YZ. Tel: 1 702 295887 



Nam*: 



pVm<p Model 



Centurion $® 

QUALITY PD & SHAREWARE 



only 75p 
per disk 



CD ROMS NOW AVAILABLE 
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FREE PIP ON ALL CD ROMS 
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'^ Amiga Licenceware Specialists 



UCBCEWARE 



Fl Licenceware 



Fl-010£3.99 
KARATE MASTER 

Fl -025 £4.99 
ART SCHOOL VI. 1 

Fl -048 £3.99 
ERIK 

Fl -050 £4.99 
A.B.G.T. AMOS V2 

Fl -086 £4.99 
LEGIONS OF DAWN 
(state HD/floppy) 

Fl -090 £3.99 
PUNTER V3.0 



Fl -092 £3.99 
PREMIER LEAGUE 

Fl -098 £3.99 
GONKS 

Fl-101 £6.99 

INTRODUCING 
WB3 

Fl-105£3.99 
DYNAMITE 

Fl-106£5.99 

AMOSZINE 8 

Fl-107£3.99 

GREENIES 



5D 
Licenceware 

FDU-001 £2.95 
CATALOGUE 3 

FDU-002 £2.95 
NATIONAL LOTTERY X3 

FDU-003 £2.95 DANI BEHR AGA 



PD 

Slideshows 

ALADDIN X3 
SHARON STONE 
BODYSHOP 8 AGA 



SCM4 MAPPER 

FDU-004 £2.95 
DISK-SYSTEM 

FDG-001 £2.95 
BLOX 

FDG-002 £2.95 
ANTZ 

FDG--003 £2.95 

JUMPEM 



MOTORCYCLES 2 
ART CORE AGA 
SPORTS CARS AGA 
MOTO-SCANS 
NEVER UKED UNO 
COMIC ART 3 
BOHEMIAN 
BIG GIRLS II AGA X 3 



Address: — — 

| ^^ ^^ Postcode | 



Fl Gold 

Each tirie comes wim a printed A5 manual 
and plastic sleeve. Software of extremely 
high quality with full technical support. 

FG-001 G.R.A.C vl.l Create your own 
games with ease. Tr>e first program of its kind 
on ANY computer. SPECIAL PRICE £5.99 

FG-002 BLACKBOARD v4. Image processor 
£8.50 

FG-003 MAGIC PAINTBOX. Superb new art 
pack for kids, with over 84 functions. £5.99 

Send just 50p and receive our superb, easy to use, custom written CATALOGUE 
disk, supplied FREE with first order. Contains full details on ALL Licenceware & PD 

WE CAN ALSO SUPPLY THE FULL AMITEK RANGE 



24hr TEL/FAX 1 709 888 1 27 24hr 



1 Lower Mill Close, Goldthorpe, Rorherham, South Yorkshire S63 9BY 

Please make Cheques/Postal Orders payable to SADDLETRAMPS PO 



Prices & Ordering 

1-4 PD disks 95p each 
5-9 PD disks 85p each 
10+ PD disks 80p each 

All PD & Licenceware 

POST FREE 
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Pixel Digital 



Saucen'code is very well-bal- 
anced, diverse collection of tips 
and examples for AMOS program- 
mers, who must now count as 
some of the best supported users 
of an unavailable product around, 
all in the PD. This disk contains 
AMOS programs like a direct-from- 
disk sampler, various demo graph- 
ics effects, utilities such as a work- 
bench 3 imitator and disk copier. 



with a few illuminating text files and 
background music modules as 
well, all presented via a simple. 
efficient clickable menu. 

For instance, you can read 
about the rotating circles effect pro- 
gram, then simply click on it to see 
it run. Most of the programs also 
include the AMOS source code so 
you can tinker with them yourself. 

Another prime example of the 
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extraordinary health of the Amiga 
AMOS programming scene, 
despite the apparently gloomy 
prognosis. 
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Pixel Digital 



Scandinavia has always been a 
stronghold of Amiga programming 
talent, particularly music and 
graphics demo-wise. Scala are 
based in Norway and Teijo 
Kinnunen, the author of OctaMED 
is from Finland, for example. It's 



also a source of some of the most 
ethereal and abstract ambiental 
electronic music LPs as well. 
Perhaps something to do with 
spending months on end in black- 
ness and watching the Northern 
Lights on a regular basis. 



So fittingly there was a cele- 
bration of Amiga talent this year in 
the form of Assembly 95. a con- 
vention of underground Amiga 
assembly programmers, held in 
Helsinki, Finland. This disk is a 
selection of some of the best 
entries in the '40k and under' sec- 
tion, the programmers equivalent 




of a welterweight contest. These 
e 'intros' as opposed to full- 
lown demos, though with some 
of them it's hard to tell the differ- 
ence; it's incredible what some 
people can do with graphics and 
music in just 40k. 

There are some set-pieces in 
demos like these, some would 
say cliches, like zooming in and 
out of a rotating picture, particu- 
larly a fractal, and for some rea- 
son spinning doughnuts seem to 
crop up very frequently. In a way 
these offer a benchmark for 
comparing different programmers, 
though personally I prefer some 
scintillating abstract textures and 
organically evolving shapes my- 
self. A good effect can be like a 
certain tune or chord in a piece of 
music, sending tingles down the 
spine. 'Mission' and 'Blur' were 
particular highlights of the dozen 
or so intros on offer. 

It's hard to say who the audi- 
ence is for these intros, which fall 
somewhere between animations 
and music videos. Many of these 
programmers probably end up 
doing it for the fun of it and for 
a tight-knit underground group of 
other programmers who can 
appreciate the technical accom- 
plishment behind the aesthetic 
visual effects, but the skill and 
imagination put into creating 
these few seconds of visual acro- 
batics really deserves a bigger 
audience. 
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Pirate PD 

Public 'Domain £ Shareware Specialists 



SO pence per disc plus 
SO pence T&T per order 



Jot a free catalogue send 
two 25 fence stamps to the 
following address. 



PC S« 76 
P*%e7*a*e 
S^/3 /TVS 
01639 f94ZC6 



17 Bit Software , 

CD Titles, Amiga 
Hardware & PC's 



Tet0!0£50341594 

TULVILE\§PIEGELSraAAT38 

8000BRIEH 
BELGIUM 



DISK PRICES 

1-lOSOp* 11-24 ?0p each 

25 disks or over 60p each 

1 FHEE DISK ON EVERY 

5 DISKS BOUGHT 

PAP £1 • Catalogue (2) £1 

<lnc PAP) 

E'rope ♦ 20p p/dlsk. 

R.O W . 40p p/dtsk 



UTILITIES 



600 Business Loners 

Adventure Game Creator 

Award Maker 2 

Amiga BecanrW s Guide 

Amiga Fox DTP 

Birmday History 2 21 

Business Card Maker 

Car Data Analyst 

C alone Counter 

Dummy's Guide To Internet 

D-Copy3.1 

Essential Label Pnnters 

Epoch3 

E*ot.c Ripper 3 

Fantasy F'ball Lgue Creator 

Final Wnter Speed Up Patch 

Forms Unlimited 

Hard Dnve UWs 1 

Japan — Language Tutor 

F'ball League Editor 3.4 

brae Office 

Messy Sid 2 

Nat Lottery Winner 2 

Octamed 4 

Octamed Tutor 

Pro Gambler 3.1 

PC Task 3.1 

Reiokx* 14 Final 

SoncDnjmkJt2 

Tert Engine 4.1 

Virus Z 2 

WB 3 Beginner's Guide 

X-Ftfes Guide 

Protect UFO (6) 

Imagine Buddy (2 A HD) 



SPECIAL PACKS 



pd enterprise 

Pathways (AUI) 1-2 John St.. Unil 17 

Sunderland, Tyne-Wear SR1 1DX 

Tel: (0191) 510 9191 

Fax (0191) 510 2203 



UTILITIES WB2+ 



A12O0HD Installer 

Action Replay Pro AGA 

AS) Multi- Viewers AGA 

Disk Manager 4 

Disk SaJv 2.31 

EPUStakker1.7 

Edword Pro 5 

Easy Calc Plus 

Kwksiartl.3 

Magic WB AGA IHD) 

Magic WB Extras 

Movie Guide (2 AHD) 

NComm3 

Re-Org 3 1 

Snoopdos 3 

Super Duper 3.1 

Viewlek2 

Term 4.3 (3) 

Term 4 3 030 Version (3) 

Power Cache 37 115 (HD) 

Mr Backup 2 14 (HD) 



A 1200 SLIDES 



Bodyshop 1 3 (1 Disk each) 

Bodyshop 2.4 to 7 (2 Disks each) 

Bodyshop 8 (3) 

Claudia (3i 

Cindy (2) 

Doom 2 

Enka 

Enka(2AWB+) 

E»e (3) 

Manga (31 

NAki Taylor (2) 

Pamela Anderson (2) 

ShenrynFenn 

Star Wars (2) 



Brackets deontes additional 

Inlormalion 
(2) No Ot Disks (This case it's 2) 
(WB2*)MeedsWorkDench2orowr. 

(HD) Needs Hard Drive 

(2MB) Needs at least 2 Megs Ram 

18 -Prool age rod. we do not 

condone or supply illicit 

hardcore material 



GAMES 



SPECTRUM 



C0MMS 



BEGINNERS 



BOOTSHOP 



GIF BEAUTIES 



CG FQHTS 



_ (PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE AND PACKING) 
10 disks £8 Text Engine 4 1.600 B.L'ttrs, Label Printers. Messy 
Sid 2. lorms Unlimited, Virus Z 2. Epoch 3, AZ Spell. DCopy If, 
& Loans and Accounts. 

38 disks E24 Over 500 classic games! Choose AGA emulator it 
you own the Amiga A1200 otherwise the emulator V2 

8 disks £7 Guide to Internet. Guice to Comms. Sid 2. Afax 
Ncomm 2. Internet Utils. BBS Simiiatork Internet UWs. Dsk 
Archrvers. 

t S disks £9 Choose 5 daks from the Games section. 5 irom the 
Utilities section A 5 of your choice Please state computer 

15 disks £9 Lots of lovely swimsuit girls for the AGA 
20 DISKS £15 Girts AGA 'FIT CH. X 6 DISKS £4 More Girts AGA 
15 disks £9 'ADOBE FONTS 15 disks £9 'BITMAP FONTS 15 
disks £9 



Ant Wars 2 

Black Dawn 2 

Boing3 

Boo s Garden A Digger 

CBM 64 Boutderdash 

Cash Fruit 

Cricket Amos 

Deluxe Galaga 2.51 

Dynamite Warnors 2 

G.Prix Manager 

Monopoly 

Pacman 3D 

Pucman World 

Pengo2 

Poker Mama 

Road io Hell 

Scrabble 

Scottish F'ball Manager 

Super Mega Fruits 

Tetns Pro 

Top of the League 

WW Giddy 

W Darts Champion 

Zaxxon 

Star Trok NG 

Star Trok 73 

Star Trek (2) 

Star Trek 2 (3) 

Slarbase 13(2) 

18 Hole Golf (2) 

Hi-Octane (2) 

Hi-Octane Level Designer 

Int Wrestling (2) 

Mr Men Orympca (2) 

V-Chess 3 1 (WB2*) 

Col Conquest 2 (WB2» 2MB) 



A1200 GAMES 



Bazza and Runt 
Fears 

Kellogs Land 
Megaball AGA 
Rockotz 

Samurai Showdown 
Spectrum Emul 1.3 
Yatzoote2 
Tetns AGA 
Zomb*e Apoc. 2 
Cyberlech Corp (2) 
Klondike 2 (3 A HD) 
Masquerade (2) 
Motorola Invaders 2 (2) 
Hv itoct at aab *o* 

■<•-■■■ :/U MM 



AMIGA DREAM WORKSTATIONS etc 

Shakti Productions offers the following 
workstations and kit for the serious Amiga user: 

ONE AMIGA 4000/040, 52 MEGS OF RAM, 240 MEG 

SEAGATE DRIVE, 1 .76 GIG MICROPOLIS DRIVE, FASTLANE 

Z3 SCSI II, EMPLANT DELUXE, PICASSO II 2 MEG BOARD, 

V-LAB YC, OS 3.1, MICROVITEC MONITOR, 

NETWORK CARD AVAILABLE. 

ONE AMIGA 4000/040, 18 MEGS OF RAM, 1 20 MEG 

SEAGATE DRIVE, 1 . GIG IBM SPITFIRE DRIVE, SCSI II, 

EMPLANT DELUXE, PICOLLO BOARD, V-LAB, OS 3.1 

MICROVITEC MONITOR, NETWORK CARD AVAILABLE 

TWO AMIGA 1200, 80 MEG DRIVE, MICROBOTICS 50 MHZ 
WITH 8 MEGS RAM, COMMODORE 1960 MONITOR 

V-LAB YC/V-LAB composite 

NUCLEUS Personal Single Frame Controller. 

Streaming Tape Backup 250 meg/2 MEG DAT DRIVE 

POLAR/ROGER dual PAL TBC with still store. 

G2 SYSTEMS BROADCAST GENLOCK WITH B-TITLER 2 ONE 
DPS PERSONAL ANIMATION RECORDER 

SERIOUS ENQUIRIES ONLY : SYSTEMS CAN BE 

RECONFIGURED OTHER DRIVES, 

BOARDS AND VIDEO KIT AVAILABLE 

SHAKTI PRODUCTIONS/CARRICK HOUSE, 

WEST LOCH, TARBERT, ARGYLL, 

SCOTLAND PA29 6YX TEL & FAX 01880 820084 
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Pixel Digital 



Axis are the organisation of pro- 
grammers and artists who last year 
came up with one of the all-time 
great Amiga demos, a widescreen 
feature film style graphical inter- 
pretation of Bjork's song 'Big-Time 
Sensuality'. This new four-disk 
demo isn't quite up there, as the 
title suggests, it's more of a show- 
piece collection of pictures and 
effects than a whole demo, but it 
does feature some very pretty pic- 
tures and some seductive special 
effects. 



The still artwork is superb on 
this demo, especially the open- 
ing logo and the typewriter key 
encrusted autumn leaf. The slip- 
ping, sliding and stretching woman 
is novel and mesmerising for such 
a deceptively simple effect. And 
the swirling multicoloured column 
towards the beginning, twisting 
and melting like a hot stick of rock, 
is a beauty. 

Apart from that there is a lot of 
fantasy-style artwork, given the 
spinning pyramid treatment and 




the seen through a crystal ball lens 
effect. Very accomplished and 
smooth, but more for the techni- 
cians than the casual tourist. The 
whole thing doesn't feel like four 
disks worth, the last disk is all cred- 
its and messages for a start, so if 
you are on a tight budget you can 



save yourself a pound or so by 
only buying the first three. But the 
best parts of this demo don't come 
better, any serious demo freak will 
want a look. 





PD demo/C5 full program 

Paul Overy 



How do Amiga games manage to 
contain up to hundreds of different 
levels on one disk, when that many 
full-screen IFF files would take up 
several meagabytes? That's what 
Paul Overy asks rhetorically in the 
guide to this AMOS utility. The 
answer is by building game maps 



out of repeated graphic tiles, so a 
whole level can be made up of a 
dozen or so tiles, saving large 
amounts of memory. This game 
map editor, from the author of 
AMOS driving game 'High Octane', 
lets AMOS games programmers 
design level maps from tiles 




quickly and easily. 

This is a specialised program 
aimed at a specialised audience, 
i.e. AMOS games programmers, 
but within this limited scope it 
seems very quick, efficient and 
well-designed. You can cut out 
tiles, pick them up, whizz them 



around the screen and then 
plonk them down anywhere you 
like, at a speed that makes 
DPaint seem as slow as an 
elderly slug caught in a freezer. 
IFF files can be loaded to grab 
tiles from, and once you have 
cut out a few tiles, there are a 
range of options for tweaking 
and perfecting them before 
wallpapering them all over your 
games map. 

Another good tool for the group 
of beleagured AMOS games 
programmers, recently aban- 
doned by AMOS's publishers, 
EuroPress. but continuing the evo- 
lution of scrolling shoot-em-ups/ 
driving/ platform games etc. ad 
infinitum, hopefully, nevertheless. 





Classic Amiga PD 

This guy goes skydiving for the 
first time. After he jumps out of the 
plane he counts to ten, pulls the 
ripcord, and nothing happens. Only 
a little worried he pulls the cord for 
the auxiliary parachute, but unfor- 
tunately, still no 'chute appears. As 
he is plummeting towards the earth 
he sees a woman coming up the 



other way. He shouts to her, 'Do 
you know anything about para- 
chutes?' 'No', she says.'Do you 
know anything about gas stoves?'". 
Like sex, jokes are better live. 
But given the amount of porn flying 
around the Internet there seems to 
be plenty of demand for sex from 
computers, so why not jokes? This 
disk puts together hundreds 
of jokes about everything from 
lumberjacks to system analysts, 
arranged under appropriate head- 
ings. As the compiler of this collec- 
tion warns in his introduction 
though, this is a compilation of all 
kinds of jokes, uncensored, and 



some of them will 
be very offensive 
to some people, if 
not most people. 
Some of the jokes 
did leave a very 
bad taste in my 
mouth, but if 
you can possibly 
ignore them, there 
are a few goodies 
on there as well. 
Made me laugh, 
anyway. 
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ji 606 MJAl rik#2 
jl 62J tGAUtth#J 
Jl no \GAUuKJM 
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J' n* U, in h '« Mend 
Jl M* Bcpmncr* 10 */b» 
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aUltfGalM Hi* 

A1200 DEMOS 



mrMe 






^.*r% 



- * 

J * ^imrtilir 

Jl^ll Mfhmi 



JD.WRmtUi 
3D79)Dvfl 

jd;v^ rvw m iim) ^* *> 

JDN6S^tkJrooir 
JDN7C/ he* krlrrr«| i : I 
JDNMtMnrNinM 
Jf>^^/mH«kJtw% 

JI^MCubwdrt-wJi 
J ) W i: B^l nm 
JDXUbrj««i1r|f«i 

j|^i<k.- r «ii 

J|)Hm M>*tvi 

-Hi-"* 1 ! Vh it IVt 



J 

J 

- 

- 
- 



■ ■ 

JDU6Kr*H T»rrvi4» 
JD266 I«iMf?dr4M6nic|» 
JD2S3 ^ 
JD222U«tfli 

rAtvc2iSi 
JP29I PlHl Mi r f jA* 

IP Kjq WarUOl 
I loot 

1 MttklWirp 

JPI6Q1 t|4icti ; 
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WARE 

CLG 1 1 ALL GUNS BLAZIN 

CLG 14 SONIC SMARTHEAP 

CLG 14 CRYSTAL MAZE 

CLG25 WHm- RABBITS 

CLG 2* MONSTER ISLAND 

CLG27 SHYMFJt 

CLG43PICIT(2) 

CLG47 KTBS FITN PACK 

CLG51 It PIN BOWLING 

CLG53 WALL STREET (2 1 

CLGSS GIGERPHOBIA(2) 

CLC59 F/BA LL CLUB MANAGER 

CLGM WTZZ 2 (NEW) 

CLG«1 W/CUP MAMGER4 3) 

CLG42 TOADO (NEWt 

CLGMMAHJONG/PLUMTT2 

CLG45 WEAPON MASTFR 

CLG47 FATAL IMPACT 

CLGM WITNESS 

CLG72 OG 2 AGA 

CLG71 TANK WARFARE (2) 

CLUB* A -GRAPH 
CLUB9 PLAY AND RAVE 2 (2) 

CLU1ICALC 

CLUI2 VIRTtAL WINDOWS 

CLEW SOLAR SYSTEM (J) 

CLE07 FRESHWATER HMl 

CIJI10 BASICAIXY AMIGA (3) 

CLEU HOME BREW 

CLE22 CHKSS TEACHER 

CLE38 HOME INVENTIONS (2> 

CLE4I BASIC MEDKTNF. (2) 

CLE4* BASIC HUMAN ANATOMY 

CLE49 DINOSAURS J (J) 

CLE56 BASIC CHEMISTRY (2) 

CLE58 STARS & GAIAXIES (3) 

CLEM AMIGA PRO TAROT (3) 

aJ»7PHOTO.NFW(3) 

WI STOCK All (IK liif.ES. 
SEE CATAIXMJUK 
CLR PRICES AS FOLLOWS 

1 DISK TTTLE=£3.95 

2 DISK TTTLE=£4.95 

3 DISK TTTLE=£5.95 

I FUZ PD DBK WITH RVKRV CAJI 

rm* PIVCHASRD 
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UTILS 



Jl 57IOiMiliMerV3<2 
Jl "Pi \mipj BeEinncr 
Jl 4NiAmiMDt-sTulon.il 
JL N7 Tcm Engine V4 I 

JI i4< S.tiuc Dium Kil 

31*457 AmiciFu 

Jl iW'PnnrA-Card 

Jl'i"! I>ivfc. Rt-pjirll 

Jl 480 ASI Mulupnni4 

jri»«)Vidc..maX<:\- 13 

Jl 111 

JC456GNUC/C4vCoaK3 

Jl'lh* WBH*l^ 

Jl'57IHdG»nc/inMallll 

JC4K5 Hd Game* /install 

Jl'Wh Abtf 

Jl J52 Silicon Journal 

jrw»KMcn\MtfnuSYS 

Ji:9;(>.iamed2 

Jl'.M.U:puD/Sijckcrl.7 

Jl lis Ink-met Guide 
Jl'5l * Ymrm ♦\nim 
Jl M2Mulv2 3 
JU 365 Speech toofa 
Jl'5o: Si.it tick puidc(2i 
Jl'M9 Main aciw\ 134 
Jl'44| Dpaint/buddvi2i 
Jl'467 Imagine hu»id\(: i 
Jl 609GPEd*U*v2.3l 
Jl 4u: Sm-.pI>.- \ > 
Jl 620 Virus Checker h 5 
J I h72 Pro eamhlc 
JU23I D-Cop) 3 1 
Jl'228Uclt Ptfk 2 
Jl »lh('i*lAC.v* 
JX'Vn Hard Dine I'til* 
Jl W.2PC 1 I 
Jl :i: Little Otfuc 
J 1 \2 Bu^inc" Lct 
J '". M.-rt .98) 

: 
ji 2«:eu\ .^ pi 

J ard«f 

Jl -J'- I inJ *r^n« 

Jl V* Resume ra*kcr 
j. .' « 
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Code id C'! 
JL ::~M*vmk 

jl r* 

JL'249 Video »nn 

\ mi% alert 

' \.!jmed iut.«r 
■H'lUtil. 
\ ^cj: pro 

- I Lwpurv>\ 
•>l [>'ivnc> -lipan 

"5 Fmpouu 
■ • ' ■ 
JL . ■ ■ Prep 
J' ; ■ - i 1 I ■ I ■ -nnaiter 
-l . Parncn:i 
J -rice 

kcrO 
■rvinf » hcrK.li 
JL'4 I ru v I : 

J - mn! ma«ic; 

*$lepU. 
- 

-e.*fV.MI 
J 

JLWITre^i 
JU70I Mm~ 
JU702Prt«ea« p-diR:i 
Jl^O? OcImdk 4 

2i 
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JU705rJ»> 
JLTTWSunwwi 
JU709 Pro Icocry 
JU7I0 3 I demo 
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JU7I4 Amu tote thti (2) 
JU7l5X-file»fUKk 
Jl7I6ATexiB¥4J 
JU7I6B Tom 030 mxm 
JU7 1 6C Term locale 
JU7 1 7 Imaec enpneer * I I 
JU718 Irtemn utib 2 
JU7 19 Virus w/shop v5. 1 
JU720 Bar Tender 
JU72 1 Gal boot controller 
JU722 Dialing codes 
JU723Procadvl.O 
JU630 Episode guide 
JU632 Hyper vf 19b 
JU633 nueic w/b icons 
JU635 Crentvkons 
JU637 Hardware hack* 
JU638 C64 HxnuUUMl020) 
JU64I Amiga In psa^Va 
JU660 Uhimalc WaLa<6) 
JL'661 Ayewlka manra 
Jl'664 X -Loops 
JU665 (hiding hghl 
JU667 AycwlLi amiei c 
JU669 Ward search des 
JU67I Backdmv%f>8K 
JU672Progainbfcv2.l 
JU674 ABC patierm 
JU475 A»ani auanapr 
JUC7* Back to back 
JU477 Chents V.L0 
_tU67S Gwtrick 
JU479 Sunn* oblecti 
JU4M Imactne •burets 5 
JU481 BatoUa 5 arrets 2 
jC*B2Al»o»oojerts 
-•TnUttortlameanM 
JU44MLick4->>eob 
JlfcX5Ri«for 

u 

JU4B7 Ma«k wb txlrm 4 
VA» 

2Uw»t» 



JU*»2 lltbr Stobjerts 
Jl 2A3J NltnumaMrr 1 

JUtM 

JU4M' 

JC4*7 HIM 4k cheats 
WnBpnperVlJ 

Siiiinh VlJn 




JU4I5 lance desk * I J 
JU422MpLoOei7 
JU Raba Hot Siaak 1-35 
JU44J flMl Fu 
JU444T* 



JU»54FBcr*jU3 
JU455 MortWbSOatatraa 
JU%5* Doom l-Jriraa 
JU4aU 1 Ju'd UlBs 1 6i 
JU470 Seaia B^roaada (3) 
JM087 Draaa Ua uaaln 
JU499 Award maker 2 
JU498 Term 4 (3) 
Jl!4K9 Pmtamble *2.I 
Jlf757 Transition 
JU758 Icoaaan » 2,93 
JU759CDKOM Update! 
Jl 760 Asmicdfs »2 
JirT61 Crntree 

I 762 Rob's Slash 38 
JU743 Rob's Stash 39 
JU744 New UiUs 12 
JU74* Sound Bos«1.97 
JU7t>7 GFX (mi » 1.2 
JU7aSArlPro 
JU749 Bhaff Vld. Tkler 
JLT70 \-MM *3J> 
Jir77i Virus checker 4JS4 
JLTT2 Backdoor » 7.45 
JIT73 Robs Hot letters 
JBJT74 Lottery 
JU77* Abheb CO G 
JL TTl p rodo 4k Tower Kit 
JU779 Warda2Ja(LZXed) 
JL7M Ga4a-e43(LZXed i 
JKTS Spectra- G«U <3t 
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ACCESSORIES 

f»MM MOUSE MAT £1.50 

8MM MOUSE MAT t: 

3.3 DISK/C/KIT £2.00 

AMIGA 1)1 ST COVERS £2.50 

4 COI. D/LABELS £l.00( 100) 

WHITE T/FED 12.00(100) 

HI CUP DISKS -M'EACH 

III) DISKS 40P EACH 

liMiCAPPISK BOX £5 30 

MEGA MOUSE £12.45 

PRINTER STAND £4.60 

PRINTER CABLE £2.9^» 

SERIAL CABLE £9.30 

PARNET CABLE £9.50 

T/PLUS JOYSTICK £8.99 

HI (.JOYSTICK £12 99 

MORE ACCESSORIES 



KT \ SPECIAL 
PACKS 

Packi6»J;4 
Jap DcssertslS+.lOJtlO 
Jap desserts 2 (6) 6 
Jap desserts 3 (f) 6 
Dtv Video Pack(4)Jt3 

Glamour Pk (10) £10 

Colour Foots ( 5 ).. £4 
GuunourPkl-10(6)-£6 
Adobe Fonts 1 8 )..~£6 

Cardsets Pk (20) £12 

Cr Fonts Pack ( 7 1 Sb 
GUT Beauties <18)«£12 
Clip-art Pack (5 )...£4 
Objects & Tex (7)_£5 
Educational (5) — £4 



IN STOCK PLEASE TEL. 

YX SPrt'TRl'M V2KMl'I.AIT-:kTrT^(^?\i^^ 
10 DISKS Fill OFALLTHV (I iSSIC SPECCYGAMES 

,ND HIE EMULATOR FOR ONLY MM INC I'+P 
\\l NOW RAVI GAMES I P TO NO 38 .ORDER ALL }x 

DISKS VM) I- Ml I UOK ONLY £25 OO +£1.00 P*P 



Objt (5)_ J4 
Mods|5l..£4 
Ham Radio Pack<5)-£4 
oOOHard Drive Pk 1 6 l£5 
KTs Music Mods(8LX5 
Bc4dysbopPk(12)jt8 
Colour CUp-ArKlO)-£8 
Emit Machine ( 1 6)-£8 
Lottery pack (8) £6 
\\ ord worth fonts ( 10) £8 
Bitmap Font pk <10) £8 
Spectrum pk (20) £15 
NewtoPDpk(10)£8 | 
1200 HD pk (8) £6 
Agatron anim pk ( 10) £8 
Asi Games pk (50) £30 
ALL PACKS INCI, PfP 






KTs CD PRICES 

< T> PD NOs 1 JVOR 3 £M»| 

tl) PD NO 4 £1A» 



(;ire GALORE 



DEMO CD I OR 2. 
CDt«7 17BITCOLL 



CD0J9 17 BIT CONTINIJE. 
(1*065 17 BIT PHASE 4 — 



Jtl73» 

S9.99 
X28.99 
-£9.99 
_£9.99 



CDW3 AMOS USERS V2j» £17.99 

CD0I9 NETWORK £13.99 

CD02H PR(V FONTS £M9 



X9.99 



CD026 LO* K & LOAD 

CD044 SOUNDS TERRIFIC £19.00 

CDt27 SPACE & ASTROMY £17.99 

CD043 W/SCIENCE FONTS £9.99 

CD042 W/SCIFJNCE CI.IPART —£9.99 

CD062 LSD TOOLS 2 £17.99 

CD03I MEETING PEARLS Il__£9.99 

EMERAIjU MINES CD32 £9^9 

CD040 EUROSCENE 1 £9.99 

CD0*9 SPECCY SENSATIOVS 
CD#9B W/S ANIMATIONS 
(1*064 HOTTEST 4 or 5 
CD034 ASSASSINS 
CD067 ILLUSIONS IN 3D-. 

C31t7» POWER GAMES 

CD079 FRF.SH ELSH 8 2CD. 

CD072 ADULT SENSATIONS-J! 17.99 

CDI07 AMINET 5 £13.95 

CD112 AMINFT 1^3^ £24.99 

CD1 1 1 DEMO MANIA 1 £17.99 1 

CD028 GIF CLIP-ART PRO £1739 

CDM6 TOWN OF TUNES _£22-99 

CD077 DESKTOP VIDEO £1X99 

CDI 13 GIGA GRAPHICS £34.99 

CD032 FRACTAL UNIVERSE £1739 

CDttl LTILrnES PRO £17.99 




~£9.99 

-£23.99 



CD105 GJJt SENSATIONS £1739 

CDQ3S MULT1-TCXILKTT 2 £2339 ' 

CD053 CLIP-ART PRO 2 

(With 250 Pa*e Book £18.99 

CD 145 3D ARENA £23.99 

CMS? MAGIC ILLUSIONS £11391 

CDltl SOUND LIBRARY(2)—£17.99 

ZOOM CD £15.99 

AM1NF7T7 £13.95 

UPDsaOLDUCD'g) 
CDI71 AMIMATIC 

CDI80 SPECCY SEN VOL2 £1739 

CDI81 C44 SENSATIONS £17.99 

WI i \uu\ ILL CD'S IN tTOCM 

FOR (.11 l< K HI SPA H H. 
UaSO P< t UROMS. 
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GET AN UPDATE 
I»OSTED TO YOUR 

DOOR EVERY «V8 
WEEKS FOR ONLY 

£9.99 UK ONLY 
SEND OFF TODAY 



o 
o 

as 

a 
u 

>- 
< 



CQ 
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Q 
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o 

Q 
U 




7.99 18.99 




9.99 17.99 




17.99 




17.99 



WE ALSO S 
FRED FISH l-tl 
CLR Licence^are,nll 
issins collection u| 
.Also Scope and LSD 
Tools. 









100 PD GAMES NOW ONLY £5 inc p&p. 

SPEND OVER £15 ON PD AND RECEIVE A DISK 

CLEANING KIT FREE WORTH £2.99. BUY 10 

DISKS AND CHOOSE 1 FREE.. MONEY OFF 

VOUCHERS WITH EVERY ORDER.PD DISKS 

AT ONLY 50P (SEE CATALOGUE DISKl 



HOW Mm KIH K. IKK Mills YOl REOl IRE.M I AND 
ISEND.OR SEND IN YOUR OWN ORDER WITH NUMBERS 
I.ISIED.Wmnoi K PWMENT.CHEGUE/POSTAL ORDERS/ 
( \SII/( REDI1 ( ARDSNOSK) DKPT \UI 

KTs PD. 75 THE DRIVE, ROCHEORD. ESSEX SS4 1QQ 

1*1 F\s| INCLUDE YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS. 

UX ORDERS SENT BY 1ST CLASS POST THE SAME DAY UP 

r0 4PM.< AI.LFRS WrKOME... 



AUI The PD Stakeout 




G. V. Board 



The Amiga is the champion home- 
titling computer, relatively, beca- 
use of its price, and absolutely, 
because of its video signal output 
and general video-friendly nature. 
But for anyone filming really low- 
budget or 'no-budget' films on 
video, even assuming you have 
access to an Amiga, you still need 
some software. Scala do some 
excellent video-titling software, but 
most of it costs getting on for a 
hundred pounds, which is several 
years living expenses for some 
video-makers and out of the ques- 
tion. 

To plug this gap in the market 
there are several PD video titling 
packages available. Now G. Broad 
has made it easier by collecting 



together several useful PD pro- 
grams into a bundle, available at a 
minimal charge from him. Included 
are a video-titler - Inscript - in my 
opinion the jewel of the collection, 
plus an alternative titler called 
Captionator, the PD drawing pro- 
gram Spectrapaint and a couple of 
Fonts disks. 

Inscript is the nearest thing to 
Scala I've seen in the public 
domain. The interface is fairly simi- 
lar and many of the simpler wipes 
and fades like Venetian Blinds are 
there. Text can be positioned in any 
font and size, in a range of colours, 
anywhere on screen. And IFF files 
can be used as backgrounds. 
There's also a Scala style interface 
for arranging pages into scripts, so 




titles, fades, wipes and cuts 
between backgrounds can be 
timed, or key controlled, to flow to a 
rhythm you control. A touch slower 
than Scala and not quite so pol- 
ished, but it does the job. 

The other disks are really ancil- 
lary to the first; the huge variety of 
fonts is a bonus, and the addition 



of Spectrapaint caters for Amiga 
users who don't even have a paint 
package. 

A great fillip for any video 
maker being overwhelmed by the 
expense of video production. 





Pixel 

Another instalment of the excellent 
Vark utilities series, this disk has 
dozens of compact utilities, some- 
thing for almost everyone. Not only 
does it include the amazing system 
request speaker featured on last 
month's disk, it also contains an 
update of a utility featured on an 
AU/SuperDisk last year. Because 
the pointer animating utility on the 
AUI coverdisk didn't work on 1.3 
machines, an AUI reader repro- 
grammed it and here it is. 

There's also a modern STD 
code finder, a very small picture 
viewer utilising datatypes, a pro- 
gram which locks files with a pass- 



Digital 

word, a close workbench utility, a 
file finder and a utility which lets 
you replace the text in your work- 
bench title bar. One of my fav- 
ourites was a simple oscilloscope 
which can display a range of 
graphics equaliser-type graphs 
from music playing into the sam- 
pler in the parallel port, in real time. 
No colours, just white dots or bars 
dashing up and down, but it gives 
you something to look at while 
music's playing. 



Contacts for PD reviewed in this AUI 


Freestyle PD 


GVB 


108 Woodside Way, 


43 Badger Close 


Short Heath, 


Maidenhead 


Wlllenhall, 


Berkshire SL6 2TE 


W. Midlands WV1 2 5NH 


Tel: 01628 36020 


Tel.: 01922 710 985 




Sea soft 


Classic PD 


The Business Centre 


11 Deansgate 


80 Woodlands Avenue 


Radliffe 


Rustington 


Merseyside 


Sussex BN16 3EY 


Tel.: 0161 723 1638 


Tel: 01903 850378 




Pixel Digital 


Paul Overy 


Unit 6 


27 Barton 


Laurel Business Centre 


Maidstone 


15 Laurel Road 


Kent 


Liverpool 7 


ME15 7BU 


Tel.: 0151 259 4017 


Tel.: 01702 545993 




II you have created a masterpiece and you would like it reviewed here or if you own a 
Public Domain company and want to contribute new and interesting PD. please don't 
hestttate to send it m. The address is 

The PD Stakeout. Amiga User International, Unit 2. Utopia Village, 7 Chalcot Road, 
London NW1 8LX 
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YOU COULD 




THE 





WIN the Pools 
WIN the Dogs 

the Horses 
WIN with Dice 
WIN Pontoon 

Influence friends & lovers with 
Numerology & Biorhythmns 

THE ONLY PROGRAMME TO READ 

YOUR MIND 





generates numbers that 
mysteriously create 

winning ways 

For the past few years the writers of 

Magic Numbers have dwelt in the Valleys of the 

Holy Grail in deepest Cathar Country Southern 

France and have evoked the spirit of esoteric 

formulae in this unique programme to pick winners. 

FF99- £12.99- $21 

ORDER HOTLINE 
00 1168 60 1164 

CHEQUES TO: PYRAMID PRODUCTIONS 
EN RAMOUNAS, 1 1320 MONTFERRAND, FRANCE 






estival-DistribufT 



fe are specialist of great Amiga software as PCTask, DirWork. OctaMED, AURA ant 
specialist of the most powerful and original fractals'software never seen on Amiga! 
All our products are sold in full commercial English version and payment can be 
made directly by U.K cheque in pounds. Welcome to F.F.D and enjoy our fractals! 



UFraclah 
Within Tht 
Reach of \tl! 



ART&FRONTIERS 

© 1995 Fabrice Junuen & France-Kesthal-Dtstrihulion 
I st t \dusivt and (ireal Formulas vou have Nevtr Seen! 



DfocJ 
tttfintn Am 
Astounding Hi 



I 



finhUt Manriirl The Orchid Mantkl 



\ Bubble juliii 



* *3» 



The Leafy Mflflflej 



&S 












■ 






IK- \!ulu-Hk't:ilMh»u h&anomc<inAniiga/nustfrffw;in: \nA:Fn»c«icfMt(IaMo\oua\en can txpkrjtjifioftiicselrjrtik^iv 

\LindeIhrotda»k:.Ma^^^ Buhhle NtuaHbnn, Orvlwl MamfclBn*, Ntuxlclbnit Imperial, 

QutiFniLuK Ptuvuix l+wk. M,movvar aiKlrrum t<Ivr\ t^ih far each oric an lmsy .kicsvihlilYloUttttm^wkling Julia wiih 

a «nip*e rnnu^c dkb! A rectAiraiion in 256 colour* AGA juiiwruiic and adipumc 10 each ryp: of Ibetalv Unlimited Undo 

tUJKtMHI *u*l 

unlimited m mean! Dc^clopxiinCUiicua^ An&FnI1l>^^al^1n^s\cn high! spxd, 

cxpkmili<ifi of all these exclusive fractals as Cubic Leafy* Orchid if BuhMc M.iadrl tlui wvw itimphrkrK die trarttbi'dnmajr 

wttfi ihrir inovdihlc funro and MajesiK cifcc&I The picture* fwv have Uxt\ calculated on u haw Amiga 1 3Jf ) m vav lev- minutes 

We sell alvj a PAL VHS video * »lh 2 hour* of spctfvulnr . 



powerful! auhmific calculati<xi\ of aromam™ MI <<itcn mooes of Amip AGA SyMcm an? available even 
mean! Dc^clo^mCLuiKUacc An&FniiliaxuJK»ws\ m hirftt sfved, multitask, rrliahlrt\ and oflcr- a \rn c*w 

ncfetch 
a 1200 

/iKimt and;uiiHulhviv4YtalI tht>£ *rts* Tnt** Mcieoiv.p ;iiUWral £35, 

ONT1ERS: £45 (+ P&P) For All Amiga 1200 oj 

MANDELTOUR: The 128-hit Explorer with Dynamic Colour Rendering 

MandeTTour is restricted lo classical ManrjeJ & Jula 

seK, txA m a nuSJiell, Haves the finest Mandelbrot 

cxciitrvs ever computedon A/ruga* Thanks lo ts 

we cotour rerxtefmg modes, rndtring an exOusrve 

contrast enhanced mode and its rwolubonaiy 

peletto utility, fascnatmg. gorgeous and very nc*i in 
y detail tfrvtoes can be obiancd i> a txwJG. matevor 
'tie depth in the sets up to a 10 45 magnifcatonUts 

assembly routines alow very fast calculations up to 

128-bfl accuracy* Great and complex ammatens 

canbeaMccrnpuM^anyofthorendenTgfTiDC^ 1 

MandelTour: £30 <+ P&P) For All Amiga 1200 or 400 
AIR A + New OctaMED V6.0: The Complete 16 Bits Music Set 

We otter to you This new and complete version Im 





60 ot OctaMED wrth this mcrod*blo Aura card p fiiSJfT,! 
This makes a complete set tor digital editing and {I 
sampling in 1 6 bits stereo with direcMo-Otsk and 
more than 60 fulfy programmable sound effect 
to samples. This set needs a PCMCIA port and| 





^ so can be used only in Amiga 600 or 1200. Aura 
and OctaMED can wort also in 8 btts tor lu« 6 Ms 
compatfaiy. Thts new version of OctaMED has 1 
now a powerful multi-windows u&ers'inlertac* ^^Z 
with lull support tor AURA and XPK compression 



m ■ 



AURA 4 OctaMED 6.0: €130<+P &P) For Ml A miga 1200 or 600 
PCTask 3.1: the < h\\\ Windows Emulator For All Amiga! 



PCTask ts the only software 80266 emulator lor alt 
Amiga. 11 allows to run Windows with at toast 1 5 
Mb o' Ram and it proves that. Wo have tested all 
Iho recent Mcrosoft software as ExM&O. WorrJ6. 
PowerPoirM and they wort perfectly* PCTask has 
also full support of VGA & SVGA modes m 256 
colours or oven 24 brts with all graphics boards 
Support for mulbpie hard disk Tries and partitions. 
CDRom and htgh-densiry Floppies. All that makes 
PCTask me most complete and reliable Windows 
emulator tor Amga. Of course all MSOos run also 1 



^ Microsoft Office 




Task 3.1: £60£ ( + P&P) For All Amiga 
rWork2.1: We sell it with our Onw and High Level Configuratiom 




TotM-C iini*} Ouadra^Johfifl MBfliCoiMQl 

we have created for you many incredible and 

complete configurations proving that DirWork ts 

the most powerful & universal directory utility thai 

Am«jft has never seen! II you have proWems to 

compact or to dearchrve Ifta, Izx, zoo. dms Mas 

I DirWork do that tor you very easy without any 

; need of complox She! commands 1 Al is automate 

J in DifWorfd Soo your pctur© ( pnnt your file, teton 

J your module DirWork took automatically after a 

I that and lot you roaty enaoy your Anwa Only £3£ 






With Dir\Vork2.1 there is always a config perfectly adapted to your need! 



NAME & U)l>RESf>: 
COUNTRY: 



ORDER: 



if you Irvo inside U K payment must bo m U.K pounds by U.K cheque. For outwJo U K ptoaso convert pounds 
In F""v '■ Fiancs ' C , • P f-F\ ii.id send U8 an Int&inriiioniil Postsl Ordf' " ^^ n^iociiv to Our slrsst Qfl dM I HW 



Normal Post & Pack: +£6 | Registered Post & P: +E10JTOTAL: 



i ^ 



v a I - () i \ I r i b u t t a n : 3 R u a 1 n a to I r I r u n t * 
FR 13220 Ckaltauneuf-LesMartiRues. FRANCE. (Fax: 00.33.42.76.18.70) 



To have i/oi/r company entry in the ALII Arena, 
telephone 0171-586-5605 or fax 0171-586-0434 



artworks 

CLIP ART 



Original, fully scaleable, 
vectored clip art 

For Amtgs and PC computers NOT PUBLIC DOMAIN 

In ProPage format for ProPage. ProDraw. Page-setter 2/3 and in Adobe Typo 88 EPS 
for Final Writer. Wordworth 3.1 (not SE). Pagestream. Art Expression. ProVector. 

Set 1) FRAMES. CORNERS. STRIPS AND MOTIFS 
Set 2) BADGES. BANNERS. BUBBLES AND BURSTS 
Set 3) SIGNS AND SYMBOLS 

Each set is packaged in a library case and has: 
- About 100 original, high quality, scaleable. vectored images mostly in colour. 
- A booklet showing all of the images on the disks for quick easy reference. 
A large, monochrome, bit-mapped version of each image. 



■flB^^h^a^ft 



- Instructions and hints for their creative u 



V 




N. 




£19.95 per set or £17.50 each when purchasing 2 or more sets 

Please state which program you require your clip art for. 
For details of all Artworks' products for Amiga and PC computers, including our bitmapped range, 

please contact Artworks. 



Please make cheques/PO's payable to ARTWORKS 
Artworks. 3 Pond Side. Wootton, Ulceby, South Humberside DN39 6SF 




*S 01469 588138 ^£ 




TO ADVERTISE HERE CALL 



ft AMIGA PD - ALL models ALL versions ■■:■ 



The 



KEW=II 



Collection 




P.O. Box 672 

South Croydon 

Surrey CR2 9YS 

Tel: 0181 657 1617 



Public Domain and Shareware 
- fully tested, documented and virus free! 

THE LEADER 

- OTHERS CAN ONLY FOLLOW! 



The LATEST in PD and 

SHAREWARE! 

PLUS! Free help & advice by 

post or telephone • anytime. 

* Written Help! sheets. 



FREE 
P&P 



* Edited & Printed docs. 

* YOU choose the programs 
WE make you YOUR disk. 

* 1-3 FULL disks £1-50 each. 

* 4 plus disks £1.25 each. 



UNIQUE Tick Your Own Programs' for FULL DISK VALUE! 



:•: FREE CLUB MEMBERSHIP * 

INFORMATION PACK & 

CATALOGUE DISK only £1 

:•: Including the LATEST Virus Checker & FREE updates * 





kl 



RNATION 



INSANITY 



QUALITY AMIGA 
PUBLIC DOMAIN 

000's of disks in 
stock!!! Including 
entire assassins 
collection, AMOS 
collection, clipart, 
fonts etc & many 
other games, 

utilities. 

You name it, we 

can get it 

For full listings & a 

free game send SOp 

and an SAE for our 

latest catalogue disk. 

For more information 

call (0378) 054637 

after 6pm. 




Cheques/P Orders 

Payable to A P Varley, 

Insanity PD 

542 Grange Rd, 

Gilligham, Kent, ME7 2UH 






Bruce Smith Books 
New Books for your Amiga 

fence Smith's Total! Wortthtach 3 

The complete guide to Workbench on Amiga A1200 
and beyond The long-awaited foMow-up to the 
t>e$t-se*ng A1200 Insider Guide All aspects ot 
using the Workbench are coveted in depth with 
plentiful illustrations, practical examples and 
tutorials. Nothing is left unexplained 
ISBN t-873308-55-8.4l6pages £19.99inclU5ive. 

Bruce Smith's Total 1 AmlgiDOS 
Suitable for any Amiga with AmigaDOS 3x- A1200. 
A4000 etc. AmigaOOS * built into every Amiga and 
teaming how to use it can greatly enhance your use 
of the Amiga. Every A/mgaDOS command covered. 
ISBN 1-373308-56-6. 51 2 pages. £21 99 inclusive. 

Paul Overaa's Total! Assembler 
The complete and up to date guide to writing 
Superb programs lor your Amiga Follow the step 
by step examples (an provided on disk) and you'll 
soon master Amiga assembly language 
programming techniques ISBN 1-873308-57-4. 
512 pages, two disks, £24 99 inclusive. 

UK Comms • Internet and More 

This is the complete computer communications 

book with everything you need to get started and 

progress m one easy to use package Written by 

John Kennedy and Darren Irvine. 

iS8Nl^73306^4O-X.320pav«.£19.95KKtove. 

BSB Masters ol Amiga 

Practical Real examptes with no detail left out and 
no assumptions made: step by step tutorial text 
with examples and illustrations at every important 
point, great design to make inlormation easily 
accessible Useful: Comprehensive reference 
material fully indexed and with no stone left 
unturned: programs, routines and utilities on disk: 
•Khncal appendices, bibliographies andgiossanes 
Reliable- The best authors, regularly updated: 
Anuga developer status 

Bmce Smith Books publishes a complete range 

ot books for your Amiga Whether you run a 

secondhand A500 or an A4000 040 we've got a 

book for you 

Send or ring lor a tree catalogue. 

24 hour credit card hotline: 01923 894355 

Cheques POs cards to: BSB. 
Freepost 242. St Albans. Herts. AL2 3BR 



MHISOnOGt 



TAZM AN A P. D 



■ 



P.O. disks tor your Amiga. 
With thousands to choose from, why not try us. 
Friendly and reliable service and quality disks 

CONTACT MEL 

For a 3 disk catalogue send £1.00 
to Taz P.D 21 Tealby Street Lincoln LN5 BBS 

Tel (01522) 510984 




Dept. AUI 99b London Road. Gloucester. GL1 3HH. 
(Includes p+p and our latest catalogue disk) 

Buy 10 or more disks, get one free ! 

If you want the best in PD then get our catalogue disk for only 75p which is 

refunded in full when you place your fi rst order 

DS/DD DSMD [ At 200 420MB IDE Hart Disc tor 
100 disks £24.00 £26.00 I on ly £159. 99 

200 disks £48.00 £52.00 includes cable, software & fitting instructions 

All disks come with a 2-4-1 warranty. Pleas e add 5 00 to cover p*p 

labels and are NOT ex-coverdisks ' 

Please write in for discounts on bulk orders, also please add £2.50 tor p+p 

On all orders over £50.00 please allow 7 days for cheque clearance. 

Please make ail cheques etc. payable to SH0AH PD. 








To have your company entry in the ALU Arena, 
telephone 0171-586-5605 or fax 0171-586-0434 



AMIGA BOOKS FROM DTBS 



Mastering Amiga Beginners (WB l^2> £9.95 

Mastering Amiga Beginners (WB3) £19.95 

Mastering AmigaDOS 2 Vol 2 (Reference) __ 

£19.95 

Mastering Amiga C £19.95* 

Mastering Amiga Printers £19.95* 

Mastering Amiga System £29.95* 

Mastering Amiga AMOS £19.95 

Mastering Amiga Arexx £21.95* 

Mastering AmigaDOS 3 Tutor £21.95* 

Mastering AmigaDOS 3 Reference £21.95 

Mastering AmigaDOS Scripts £ 1 9.95 

Mastering Amiga Programming Secrets £2 1 .95* 

Amiga A 1 200 Beginners pack £39.95 

Amiga A 1 200 Workbench Pack £39.95 

Amiga Gamers Guide Vol I M £14.95 

Amiga A600 Insider Guide £14.95 

Amgia A 1 200 Insider Guide £14.95 

A 1 200 Next Steps £14.95 



Amiga Disks & Drives 



„ £14.95* 
„ £14.95* 



Amiga Workbench A to Z 

Amiga Assembler Insider Guide £14.95* 

Amiga Hardware Ref Manual (2nd Ed. - WB 

1-3) £9.95 

Amiga ROM Kernal: Includes (2nd Ed. - WB 1 .3) 

Amiga Hardware Ref. Manual (3rd Ed. WB 2) _ 

25.95 

Amiga ROM Kernal: Includes (3rd Ed.) £34.95 
Amiga ROM Kernal: Libraries (3rd Ed.)£34.95 
Amiga ROM Kernal: Devices (3rd Ed.) £25.95 

Amiga Real-Time 3D Graphics £14.95 

Computers & Chaos Amiga Edition „.. £14.95 

Amiga Game Makers Manual £16.95 

Mapping the Amiga 2nd Ed. £25.95 

Amiga BASIC: A Dabhand Guide £15.95 

Secrets of Frontier Elite , £9.95 

'free componwn disk suppled 



SPECIAL OFFERS 



Because of a bulk purchase we are able to offer certain of the videos at 

greaxfy reduced prices while current stocks last 

AM0I0I Animation Video volume I . £730 AM0I02 Ammaooo Video Volume 2. £7 50 

AM0 1 04 How to Animate £5.00 AM0I05 Animation 101 £7.50 

AMOlWDe^top Video Vokime I _ £7.50 AM0 1 10 Desktop Video Volume 2 £7.50 

AM0I 12 Arn^a Pnmer £730 AM0I 13 Hot Rod Your Amiga £7.50 

AM0I 15 Sor Wao Anamoon Coiecoon . AM0I 16 rtstory of the Amiga £5.00 

050 AM020IDPaw«rv Video Gum* £10.00 

AM0 1 1 7 Amiga Graphics Volume I _ £7.50 PRICE MATCH: We will match any 
AM0202 Advanced Techniques wioS DPainc tower pnee oa+trtnea' in this issue for 
£ 1 150 any book or ndeo listed 



FREE postage in U.K. Europe airmail & Worldwide surface mail add C\ per item. 

Airmail outside Europe add 25% 
Access & Visa orders accepted. Tel/Fax 1 706-7 1 5028 Send SAE for descriptive catalogue. 
We also support the Commodore-64 - send for list and stock a vast range of PC books. 

DTBS (Dept AUI I) 7 Castle Lane, Todmorden, Lanes OLI4 8AF 

Tel/Fax: 01706 812800 



BLACK COUNTRY MICRO'S 

THE MIDLAND'S NO. 1 AMIGA SALES, 

SERVICE AND REPAIR CENTRE 

Fast and rttobte repairs on aH ArmSas and external hardware, printers, monitors 

and hard ctrves. 

A500/A500+ £41.99. 

Price inc parts, labour, 3 months warranty and return ddrveryl 
Other Amisa repairs. Please cal for free quotation. 

A60Q Ai 900 internal hard cJrves 



2.5 inch IDE hard drives 


3.5 Inch IDE hard drives 


80MB/£75 120MB/£99 


1 20MB/E79 1 70MB/£99 


170MB/E110. 340MB/£165 


210MB/£115 340MB/£125 


510MB/E215 


540MB/£150 840MB/£210 


Please call to confirm prices 


1.2Gis/£269 


before orderins 


Please add £5 P&P 



Cable kits for hard drives: 2.5 reh £5 3.5 inch £15 (Plus £2.50 P*P) 

A1200 Ram Upgrades; 2MB £1 19.99-4MB £179.99/8MB £299.99 (+£2 P&P) 

Philips Cokxj Moratory 3 months guarantee plus Amiga lead £99. 

Amrtek Color Monitors swivel stand and leads for the Armja £195. 

Microvitec Mulfecan colour monitor £295 (+ £15 P&P on all monitors) 

14.4K Fax Modem £95 28.8K Fax Modem £175. Both modems come complete 

with NComm and Amqa fox software (Plus £5 P&P). 

AMI file safe for hard drive users. No more invalidated disks, faster transfer speeds, 

very easy to install. User Version £29, Pro Version £69. 

Director Opus V5 £49 GP Fax £39 Easy Ledger? £195 Hypercache 2 £24 

image FX 2 £104 (Please add £3 P&P on all software). 
NOW BACK IN STOCK A1200 AND A4000! ! 
I A1 800 BASIC £399 A1 800 170 MB HD £499 
A4000 PLEASE CALL TO CONFIRM PRICE 
BLACK COUNTRY MICROS 
7 MILL STREET, BRIERLEY HILL, WEST MIDLANDS, DV5 2RG 
| TEL: 01 384 825088 FAX: 01 384 826088 
TIL AFTER 7PM: 01562 720214 



Ultimate Emulators 
£5.00 inc P&P 

Asdccti'in ofcmulal ind 
games foi youramiga! 

Spectrum. C64 etc.. 



Home Busin el 
£10.00 inc P&P 

10 disk^ full of application 
ie Spreadsheet. Database. 
Word Processor, Accounts 



Internet software 
£6.00 inc P&P 

All you need to gel onto the 
Intcmei and explore 
cyberspace! 6 Disks 



Klondike Set 

£11 ) inc P&P 

Laicsl ion of Klondike 

plus ft randomly selected 
cardsets. AG A onl\ 
10 disks 



Maps ClipArt 
£1000 inc P&P 

A-Z Maps *>f the lAnrld 

Very high %Um!ard 

10 disk- 



PP C IT V PO BOX 29, Widnes, Cheshire, WA8 9ZS. Tel: (0973) 508749. 5000+ disks: £1 each + P&P 



Capri CD Distribution 



vCDTV 






ALL AVAILABLE -wj^-bm 
TITLES IN STOCK ■"■"^J 11 



70* COTV TITLES COMPATIBLE WITH CDS2 
1 0O* CD32 TTTLES/50+ VIDEO CO TITLES 



ZOOM £19.99 
MEETING PEARLS 2 £9.99 
SOUND LIBRARY £19.99 
CD WRITE £44.99 

LIGHTWORKS £39.99 



GATEWAY £9.99 

AMOS CD V2 £19.99 

AMINET7 £14.99 

IFF & PCX 2 £19.99 

LIGHTROM 2 £39.99 



POWER GAMES £9.99 ASSASSINS CD £12.99 

DEMO MANIA 1 £12.99 MULTIMEDIA TOOLKIT £9.99 

GAMERS DELIGHT £14.99 LOCK N LOAD £9.99 

ULTIMEDIA 1 fit 2 £19.99 LIGHT ROM £19.99 

BACK IN STOCK * * HUTCHINSON'S ENCYCLOPEDIA £9.99 * * 
THIS IS JUST A VERY SMALL SELECTION OF THE TITLES WE STOCK 
PLEASE SEND A S.A.E. OR RING FOR THE LATEST UST. 

WE ALSO STOCK THE COMPLETE ALMATHERA. FRED FISH, G.T.I.. 
OPT OWiCA. P O SOFT » WEMD SOENCE RANGES. 

CAPRI CD DISTRIBUTION 

D*pt AUI 1. Capri Houh, 9 D*M Street. M.rlow. Bucks SL7 3AA 

T*l/F»x: 01628 891 022 
THAO€ ENQUIRIES WELCOME 




Delphus Visuals uses Amiga/PC platforms to 

produce high quality stills and animation for all 

aspects of computer graphics applications. With 

a personal service you can be sure that you are 

involved in every stage of production, from 

design right through to the end product. 

Working in the following areas: 
3D Modelling/Animation £350 per lOhr day 

Architectural & Product Visualisation £350 per lOhr day 
Multimedia & Conference Displays 
Image Processing/2D Animation 
Web Page Design & Implementation 
MPEG/FMV/Quicktime 
Output to: Video ( Broadcast- VHS ), CD Rom. A 1 Colour Prints 

For further information 
Please call Simon Wilson on 

(01633) 613300 



£Please Call 
£Please Call 
£50 per hr 

£PlcaseCall 







To have your company entry in the ALII Arena, 
telephone 0171-586-5605 or fax 0171-586-0434 



INTERNATIONAL 




RAVEN SOFTWARE 







HURRY, THIS OFFER ENDS IN OCTOBER/ 

P&P 1-3 - SOI* • 4+ - £1 

Send 3 lsi class stamps for catalogue to RAVEN SOFTWARE (AU), PO Box 99, YORK, Y02 4ZB 



PENGUIN 

PUBLIC DOMAIN 

Art-Animation-Music - Playable Demos-Fonts - Games 
Compilations - Clipart-Assassins 1-220 - Miscellaneous- 
Games - Demos-Music Utilities - Education-Funpack 1-36 
- Scope 1 -220-Fred Fish 1 - 1 000 - T-Bag 1 -77 
Slideshows - (Jtilitiies-Ham Radio - Business- Jam 1-10 

50P EACH 

POST AMD PACKING FREE 

RING OR SEND FOR A FREE CATALOGUE 
, 0589 722502 

1 AMIGA 

P PO BOX 179, READING, 

BERKSHIRE RG3 3DD, ENGLAND 





Railway 
Simulations 




for the Amiga 



These are realistic railway simulations acclaimed by customers in over 
20 countries, many of them working railway staff, now almost the whole 
range is available for the Amiga. They do not offer arcade-style 
graphics, simply realistic displays based on those used in modern 
signalling centres. Compatible with Workbench 1 , 2 and 3, and hard 
disk compatible minimum of 1Mb required. 

Penzance 1955 - experience again the fascination of steam. Includes 
managing the shed (83G) and preparing and selecting the right 
locomotive for each train, as well as planning the use of platforms. 
£15.95 

Birmingham 1982 - A real challenge! Five routes to be handled in 12 
platforms, some of which can hold two trains. Your task is to fit a 15- 
minute interval local Cross-City service, and other local services, in 
between main-live services on the former Midland and North-Western 
routes, with the added complication of loco-changing on the cross- 
country routes to the south and west. £15.95 

Birmingham 1993 - Similar to the 1982 version (see above) but with 
the interim Cross-City service operating - electric only north to Lichfield, 
with diesel units maintaining the service south to Longbridge and 
Redditch. More HSTs on the cross-country routes, but still plenty of 
loco-changing. £15.95 

Special offer: both Birmingham 1982 and 1993 for only £23.95 

Prices shown above include VAT, postage & packing (UK oroverseas). 
Please send payment with order, or quote full credit card details 
(including expiry date) and remember to state your computer type 

Over 70 railway simulations available now for the 



M,iUerCanS 



J 



Amiga - SAE for complete list (or receive 
one with your first order). 




SIAM Ltd. (Dept. AU11) 1 St Davids Close, 
Laverstock Green, Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HP8 8LU 



r Only LOW Only ™* 
£14.99p rn c T £14.99p 

incp&p viiwk lncp * p 

Overseas V 1 UrAJ Overseas 

add 25% TIT! INC add25r/ ' 

Software & Video 
Tutorial 

Your tutorial will contain 
30 mins VHS Video UK format 

Inscript 1.1 DTV software 

Captonator v2.0 subtitling s/w 

Spcctrapaim v3.0 Paint program 

Utilities disk copier & other s/w 

2 fonts disks bitmap & true 

colour fonts 

plus GVB-PD CATALOGUE 

DISK 

Send £l4.99p or overseas + 25% 

payable to G.V. BROAD ENT 

TO G.V. Broad Knt; Dept auinct 

43 Badger Close, Maidenhead, 

Berkshire SI.6 2TE England 



xpenencc 



NFA & SAdNESS 

PO present their 

first 

Amiga COROM 

disc - The AGA 

Experience. 

This is the first 

CDROM dedicated 

to A1200/A4000 

owners! It 

features: 

EXCLUSIVE NFA 
productions. 

EXCLUSIVE 
Klondike cardsett. 

EXCLUSIVE AGA 
Slideshows. 

Magic 
Workbench Colour 
scheme 
. Custom Ray- 
Traced Icon*. 

Licensed Amiga 
Report diskmags 

All AGA Amiga 
Doom-Clones 



T In- AGA 
Experience 
includes the 
LATEST AGA 
Amiga PD/ 
Shareware. 
This includes: 

100 MB of 
greatest AGA 
Utilities. 

. ■ ISO MB of best 
AGA Slideshows. 

100 MB of the 
best AGA games. 

200 MB of the 
latest AGA Demos. 

Mods, Pics, 
Objects A much 
morel 

This is a NEW 
release at just 
£19.99! 

For more details 
about The AGA 
Experience, please 
contact us. 



(Trade Enquiries Welcome). 

SAdENESS 13 Russell Terrace, Mundesley, 

Norfolk. NR11 8U. ENGLAND 

TEL/FAX: (01263) 722169 EMAIL: 

RICHARD BR0WN9METNET.DEM0N.C0.UK 



_^ Beginners a 
^ Welcome! 

dames 

Super Combat J - 

Alien Bash II 

Last Soldier ( : | 

Pokennanu 

Walk World (2) 

Deluxe Pa*, man 

Baltic Duel 

Siep5 

Chancqucs (2) 

JeiSeiWilK J 

Cybcmian 

Star Tret 1 2 1 

Spelltm 

Scrabble 

Monopoly 

Carnage 

I'W 

Ham Haddock 

Rebellion 

Pouerbaiile 

M'A'SMI 

Dr Strange 2 

Dead of Night (3) 

Cyberjtamcs (2) 

Platman 

Jump Em 

Madhouse (21* 

18 Hole Golf <2) 
Klondike III (6>* 
Roket*' 

Music 

Eaglcplaycr 1 2 1 
Deiilrackcr (2) 
HippoplayerV2.08 
Ociamcd V4.0 
Space Theme* 1,2.3 
An of Noise 
How Many Tunes 
Manny s Many mods 
Dreamwalker (2> 
Star Trek Samples 
Terminator Samples 
Predator Samples 
Percussion Samples 
Lib Shakedown (M 

Misc 

Grapevine 21 (2) 
Sauce 'n Code 2 (2) 
Raw Issue K 
The Word »6 
DigipixS (3) 

LFO (61 



PIXEL DIGITAL 



-* PHONE «- 
oi<.|-:5«M()|7 



Education 

Amiga Bcginnei 
WB2 Tutorial 
Guide loWBi 
Comrm Guide V2 I 
Back to School < 'i 
Birthdate History 
Dos Relercncc guide 
Global Facts (2) 
World Geography 
DPaint 3 Tutor 
Holidays (2) 
Weather Guide i !)• 
Amiglobe (2) Mui 
Chess Tutor 
DPainl 4 Budd> [2) 
The X-Files Guide 

Utilities 
MUI V3b 

Enlock VI -4 
Balls VO-99 
Videoiiilci MLI 
Bin/blanker* V2.6 
Disksak V2-II 
MagicWB Vl-2p 

MagicWB Extras 

Volumes 1-12 <2> 
ColourWB 
D/Opus Companion 
The Designer VI -53 

Star Trek Paitems 
DlYRckoVl &2 
Bluff Videotitlcr 

Spectrum Emu VI 6b 
Gold-Ed V3 tut 

Word V2.3 - Spell 

TermV4~l<4> 

Clone - Copiers 

Fusion Tools" I 

Pro Printci Driver* 

D/Opus Ltik : 

Gui Creator Vl-I 

Newicons 

Mcnv Menu Svsiem 

Kick 2.0 

Assi^nmanager 

Personality Analyst 

KingconVI-3 

VarkCliUtu\7 

Vark Cli Ltik K 

Testkit 

Amigabase 

HD Installers 4 



AGA Demos 
P t c t m t b oo fc (4) 

Alien 

Stellar - Human 

Fruit Kitchen 

Biaindcad 

Man on the Moon (4) 

Cronos 

Das Omen 

Switchback (2) 

Thudcore 

Roots II 

Lurking Shadows 

Basgon 

Plant M 

Friday the 13ih<4) 
Ammaiues (2) 
Grcendav (3) 
Lech 

Twined <4> 
(Wvjiev - Now Fixed 
for the 1200(5) 
Assembly 95 inlios 
Psychedellic(3) 
Some Justice 
Batman (2l 
Miracles 

AGA Glamour 
Starters I -10 

Markers 1 1 
Starker* 12 
Calender Girls I 
Calender Girk 2 
Calender Girk 3 
Pam Anderson (2 1 
C/Crawford(3) 
Phcobc Cotes ( 1 1 
Claudia Schifferl 3) 
Madonna "Sex" (31 
Devas<2) 

Playmates ( 5 > 
Beach Babes (5) 
Please State mer IS 

AGA Slides 

SinVTRSrCi 

Artcon Scoopcx 

Beasi (31 

< loaturc Shock 

Mosaic 



From Pixel comes the 
uhimjic menu creator: 



Nucleus 



XxwA in your own IFF 

tiles and turn them into 

fully functioning 

gadgets 

Draw your own gui 

frontend 

Ideal for Pack 

compilation, Hard 

Drives. Diskmags. Cd 

interfaces etc.. 

Eass to use! 

Online Help! 

Printed Manual 

Full Version onlv 

£15*00 

Shareware version only 

£1.00 &50pPP 

SEW! 

Starker for the 500/ 

ttX»+/600 

Pamela Anderson 

Whs not tr\ our own 

w » 

coded catalogue disk 

juvt >end 2 % 1st class 

stamps to the address 

below 



* ■ AGA Only 
i> = Nouf Di<tk> 



How to order 

I: Either send your 

order to: Unit 6, 

Laurel Business 

Centre. 

15 Laurel Road. 

Liverpool 7. 

2 Or Phone 

0151-259-1017 

PRICES 

I -10 Disks £1.00 

lo:oDisks75p 

GB FREE P&P 

Ovencu£1.50PAP 

Please make all 
cheques payable to 

S Jessop 
Same Da\ Dispatch 





INTERNATIONA 



To have your company entry in the AUI Arena, 
telephone 0171-586-5605 or fax 0171-586-0434 



TOP QUALITY AMIGA PD & SHAREWARE 

DISKS from ONLY 50p EACH 

Send 2 first Class STAMPS or 50p for CATALOGUE DISK 

AMICOM PD, Dept AUI, 22 Church View Close, Havercroft, Wakefield, 

West Yorkshire WF4 2PH 



TOKEN 



"1 



THIS TOKEN ENTITLES YOU TO 

2 FREE DISKS 
When you BUY 10 or MORE DISKS 



ONLY THIS TOKEN MAY BE USED 
(NO PHOTO COPIES) Expires Dei I 995 



J 



1 



Send SAE for details or 
telephone 

EXAMPLE PRICES 

Brilliance V2 £61.99 

Lightwave 3D.... £432.99 
Citizen ABC Printer 



£144.00 

Premier Manager 3 

£18.00 

Sharp TV Monitor 

£162.00 






PLUS MANY MORE! 

rVe also supply Amiga Software/ 

Hardware to non members - 

telephone for details 



El 



22 Heoi mariais 

Llandybie 

Ammanford 

Dyfed SA18 3UY 

Tel: 01269 851413 




CHEAP Repairs and Spares 






REPAIRS 

A500 £32.99 

A500» £34.99 

Drive R.p.ir. 

A500A500. 

A60aA1200 - £19.99 

90% Success Rate 
All *epa"s are covered with 90 day warranty 

A500 A500- Keyboard repair £22.99 

A520 Modula' repair £13.99 

Ami^a Power Supply Unit £34,99 

or send your faulty one and pay only .. £19.99 

1 Year warranty. Allow 

WANTED 

Norfcmg or faulty Amiga Computers/Hardware. 

P.0JL 

10S Docotint rt you quote this number • 2341 

(01332)291219 



SPARES 

Amiga Mouse £16.99 

Gary Chip C7.99 

DemseChip £7.99 

Paula Chip £14 99 

1:3 ROM ... £14 99 

1:2 ROM £7.99 

*•* f^ 5 -» *j....**».j4i»jnj» t _ h .. * \Jr^ 

Amiga A500 manuals £7 99 

Mouse Mat £2.99 

Amiga A500 Case £19.99 

(Replacement Top and Bottom) 

Tv Aerial lead £2.99 

Various Drive Spares POA 

7 to 21 days for delivery 

Cheques ♦ Postal Orders payable to: 
Omnidale Supplies 
8E Rowan Court 
Friargate, Derby DEI 1BU 
(01332) 291219 



:u 



We are currently formulating a freelance team to develop and 
publish software for the Amiga, PC and Mac computers. 

• Games Software 

developing for the Amiga and PC, converting to other formats 

• Multimedia 'Point and Click' Software 

titles in development for Amiga, PC and Mac computers 

• Application Software 

in-hovse or commercial application software for Amiga and PC 

We are currently seeking people in the following areas: 

Software Engineers 

Must possess a strong "C" and/or Assembly knowledge with experience with 
either or both the 680x0 and 80x86 processors. Previous work would be 
very beneficial (games, scene work such as demos on Amiga/PC etc) 

Artists 

We would like 2D (DPaint. Brilliance etc) and 3D artists (Lightwave. 3D 
Studio etc), as well as animators. Previous graphic work in the commercial 
industry, the 'scene' or in the public domain would be very beneficial. 

Development Teoms 

If you are a development team currently working on games, multimedia or 

application software contact us for possible joint venture or publishing of your 

software. 

Send examples of your previous work (Amiga or PC disks) along with a CV 

to the address below. UK or European based applicants only please. 

ACTIVE SOFTWARE 

Personnel Department, P.O. Box 151, 
Darlington, County Durham, DL3 8YT. 



BH 
ELECTRICS 

Computer 

Repairs, Sales 

Upgrades 

Tel 0116 276 668 




COMPUTER SERVICES 

Sales and Support for the 

pro-video user. After 20yrs 

in the TV industry and 7 

yrs with AMIGAs, we can 

build, install, upgrade, 

and do most things with 

computer graphics and 

video systems. 

"where computers 

and J^L*J '"'''" 



come together 



99 



Talk to us about 

Lightwave3D PAR, 24Bit 

Cards, Monitors, TVPaint, 

Wacom Tablets, SCSI Disks, 

DAT, CDROM, RAM, 

Scanners, Genlocks, Fonts, 

Subtitling, Prompting, 

Custom Programming, 

(even Windows/NT/PCs!) 



Tel/Fax 0161 793 1931 -CompuServe 

100046,3675 - 2 Silver Birch Grove, 

Swinton, MANCHESTER, M27 5FZ 



To have your company entry in the ALU Arena, 
telephone 0171-586-5605 or fax 0171-586-0434 





RNATION 





BUS STOP PD 



CATALOGUE WORKSHOP (2i 
iCO* DESIGNER 

GfiAPMics ripper 

ELECTROCAO 

EMULATORS 

SiDWO 

TOOLS 3 

MED32 

' ..-v.' ■ 

IfTTLEOfFCE 

BUTCHER 

CARTOON BRUSHES 

PS FONTS <10> 

TVPE 1 FONTS (S) 

OtOCK 

RIM DATABASE 

OtSNEY CLIPS 

PRO DEMO CREATOR 

COPV V3 1 

D PAINT FONTS (10) 

UNMORPH 

V1SICALC 

CflUNCHtCOPv 

ST MOOS |10t 

JC GRAPH 

MAGNUM Via 

DISKOPTWISER 

OUALfTY CUPS (5) 

OCTAMED MOOS (5) 

AMIGA E 

SPECTRUM EMULATOR VI? 

SPECTRUM GAMES (8) 

BEGINNERS BENCH 

NO ERRORS 

ABC UTILITIES 

1200 FIX DISK 

AMICHECK 

NCOMMV30 

PRINT A CARD 

SLIDE SHOW MAKER 

MAVEFHCKV5 

PAINT & ANIMATE 

SPECTRAPAINT 

. 'APUNOU a 'l.i 

TVPWG TUTOR 

OCA COPY 

bit map fonts is> 

music rippers 
book 



GAMES 



GALAXY BLAST 

OBtC 

SEVENTIES 

0&UXE PACMAN 

BATTLE CARS? 
QUOMASTEP 

TOMCAT 

ATOM BASHER 

CATACOMB 

CARD GAMES 

TE7REN 

GMOS'SHIP 

POO 

TENNIS 

STRIKE 10 PIN 

POOL 

OLYMPIAD (?) 

OBLIVION 

SLAMBAU 

ARTILLERDS 



ESCAPE 

NEIGHBOURS (2) 

SKYFLVEP 

TOTAL WAP 

CRAVE 

WREX 

BACKGAMMON 

SEA HEIST 

MlCROMARKET 

MR MEN OLYMPICS (21 

BILLY BURGLAR 

SUPER PRIX 

IRONCLADSC) 

SQUIDS 

CASHFRUIT 

DOWNOl 

SORR* 

SCORCHED TANKS 

STEWARDS ENOLHRY 

SOLAR LOR05 

V CHESS 

OfiK ATTACK 

SONOFBLAGGER 

TANKNSTUFf 

SWOnOOF WARLOCK (31 

SLIME 

GOBBLERS 

100 GAMES (7| 



SLIDES 





TCPASONER 

DRACUA 

SHAfiONSTCWt 
YABBADABBA 

OJRLSOFSWm 

PAUUNA 

MOVIE STARS 

fOMNHOOO 

CHER 

FERRARI 

MOTOTSIKEfiStfi 

AJflCftAR 
MAGNA KWflACS 
TRUE BtUE CI 
GAWl£lOi2) 
D££P SPACE 9 
iflC* MAIDENS 
«NOY JAMES 

COfWC3ROES 



GLAMOUR 



Pl**S» RK 0W IS 

CELEBRITY SPECIALS (51 

CLASS* GIRLS •■ 

THE FOX 

SUPERGtRLS 3 

BEYOND FORCE 121 

SEXY DROIDS 

SEXY DREAMS 

UTOPIA (i) 

BO DEREK 

MARIA WHITTAKER 

KATHYU.OYO 

MADONNA SEX (3 1 

DC*M*A(2i 

TATJANA 

MAYF Alfl (3) 

NAKED DREAMS 

BFPO(3i 
SEXPLOSION (3( 

STWPSLOTTER 



MUSrC 



PET SHOP BOYS 

JESUSONE»(2i 

DOOP 

LAWNMOWERDETH(2) 

MERCILESS 

NAPALM DEATH 

KD LANG 

MY WORLD 

MISERY 

SIMPLE MINDS 

SWEET CHILD 

JACK DEE 

THE UNFOHGlVEN (5) 

LSO STORY (5) 

• FINGERS f2) 

DREAM TWPPWG 

CLASSIC MUSC (21 

IUFTUYCUP 

THE PflOCLAJMERS 

AMSONK3 

FAIRLKXT 242 

TOTAUY TEKNO 



ACCESSORIES 



PXP Included 
100CAP6OX C7 40 

100 4 COLOUR LABELS 

£250 



DISK DRIVE CLEANER 



A4MOUSEMAT 
50OIOO12O0 

DUSTCOVERS 
10 CAP BOX 
QUALITY DISKS 



f3» 
£329 

C2» 
€1 A3 

CO 50 



<*• aito *iivt loll ot good guahiy 
wcondhand gamaa At vtiy reasonaDte 
etcm Ai praaani we have tois of RPG. 
idventuie. war simulations, ipo'l. 
pUtformen and inool-arrvup*. so i you 
want a gam* and you cam find 11 iheo we 
may lava it. you neve' know 



All titles work on 

all Amtgas. a" 

uties are single 

disks unless 

otherwise stated 
in brackets 



ALL DISKS 90p EACH 
Please make cheques, 
POs payable to Bus Stop 
PD and send it with your 
order to: 



Tel (01455) 554982 

Between 9am and 6pm 
Disks normally despatched in 24 hours 

P&P 50p PER ORDER, NOT PER DISK 
EUROPE 2Sp PER DISK R.O.T.W. 50p PER DISK 

Catalogue Disk Available 

BUS STOP P-D Dept APR 

2 WYCLIFFE TERRACE 
GILMORTON ROAD, LUTTERWORTH 

LEICESTERSHIRE LE17 4HN 



DELTRAX 
PD 

Send 2x2 Sp stamps for 

full catalogue to: 

36 Bodelwyddan Ave, 

Old Colwyn, Colwyn 

Bay, Clwyd LL29 9NP 




ad 
K MONITOR £ i 



ft 







in 
us 

£10 



jtuiarLisoiiiiKMBd 

IMJ.13(;miGT45iFk(Mh 

Heot U Ha gars Electronics 

127 High Street, Sheernev.. Kent 

ME12 1UB 

Tel: (01795)663336 

Mm*? Back approval I'&Plnc 

COVf-OVACCESSA IS VSWITt H 

Dcfrrn 2 dan 




AMIGA MUSICIANS! 

Specifically designed and manufactured for use with the Amiga, we 
are pleased to introduce the "Little Gem" Micro Mixer and EQ Unit 

Allows you greater control over the sound when playing the 
Amiga through an outside sound system, or when recording 
the Amiga audio output to tape or DAT. 

2 Channel In/2 Channel Out 

Pan Controls lor stereo positioning of each channel 

Hi and Lo EQ (equalisation) to • • 1 2ab 

Battery or mams operation - (takes no 

power trom the Amiga) 

Process sounds prior to sampling 

Independent vc4ume/gan control lor each channel 

Dimensions onry t40mm 1 75mm x 50mm 

COMPATIBLE WITH AIL MODELS OF AMIGA 





■•C V AT t »*f UK MAMUWP 
Sorry no era*! aartfi Chaqim and PoitaJ (Man only 



iw*e*U4t4QQ lUit o< ttworM a*4 « 00 



ASGARD SOFTWARE 



YES! 100 Games 

on 7 Disks only 

£6 post free 

Arcade/Puzzles/ 
Cards etc 



ASGARD SOFTWARE 

20 LANGOALE DRIVE 

FLANSHAW, WAKEFIELD 

TEL: 0924 363059 (24HRS) 



DOCKING BAY 4 
BULLETING 

BOARD 




AMIGA ONLY 
ONLY AMIGA 



IPEEDS TO 14R 




T7TT 




RNATION 





To have your company entry in the AUI Arena, 
telephone 0171-586-5605 or fax 0171-586-0434 




ER HOUR I 



w*iWi\ 



» require 

rds for the THIRD WORLD RESCUE APPEAL in all 
'eas throughout the UK YOU could earn £5 per 
our in your spare time distributing them in your 

local area. Work as many hours as you like! 

You must be at least 1 6 years of age or more! 

If you would like some extra money in yor pocket 

every week then for a FREE information pack with 

no obligation - Write to 

B.P.M PROMOTIONS (AU) 8 Magnolia Park, 
Dunmurry, Belfast BT1 7 ODS or Tel: 01232 626694 





FREE PD SOFTWARE 



AMIGA - PC - All Commodore 
Call (0181) 651 5436 or 

Write to 45 Brookscro* on Glade. Croydon CRO 9NA 

Independent Commode foducts Users Group 



WIZARD GAMES 

I NORTH MARINE ROAD.SCXRBOROl (ill. MIRTH t oRkSOTU, YOU7EY. T «*: 0H23 576 5H6 



ANY 3 FOR C20.INI 



Adaim Family 

Amazing Spidcrman 

Buhha V Sin 

Bubble & Squeak 

Bumiimc 

Bailie Toads 

Bil M*pHf»M\<4 AI2001 

Clockw»scr<Ai:<x>p 

Cvbcrvon 3 

Dangerous Streets 

Disposable Hero 

Dennis A 1 200 

D. Generation 

European Champions > Hall 

|-"aiman(AI2i«n 

Football Glory AI20O/A5O0 

Fun School 2 S./6-K/urulcr 6 

Fui>of The l-umes 

Guardians (AI2< "i > 

Heroque*! ♦ Wiichlord 

Inter Open Golf (A)2<X)> 

When Ordering 



James Pond 2IA1200I 

K240 

Legacy of Sorwil 

Mu r uprose ' t<<\\ 

Out To Lunch 

Overkill 

Road Kill <AI200> 

Rugby League Coach 

Sabre Team (A I2"0> 

Sleepwalker (A12<*h 

Space Cursade * Voyage Beytmd 

Tactical Manger/llaha 

Tactical Manager Smtiish 

I rups • 1 leisure- 

Top Gear AJ2OVAS00 

Trivial Purvuil 

Zool2 

viUnti 

Viul Light 

Shadow Worlds 

Man I'nl League Champs 

Please <,.m- ( »ne MlerniilUe Also Which Amiga 



Mar»ins \Jsenture* < A I Jmn 

Mig >* S fulcrum 

Soccer Kid 

10 Intelligent Strategy Games 

Troll. 

Tumcon 3 

Wembley Int Soccer 

Thomas Big Race 

Ciavvtc Arcade 

Impact 

Whale* Voyage (mHAI 200) 

Crash Dummies 

Global Gladiators 

K ni*ly* Funhousc 

Naughty One* 

Kick Off 3 Europe AS00 

Nick Faldo 

The Clue 

I- 1 5 Strike Eagle 2 





CD32 








Alfred Chicken 


Furforcc 


Man CM 


Seven Gales of Jamhala 




Anient an llcnta^e I-.lM.yi. 


. Fury of the Fumes 
Garden Fax Plants 


Mean Arenas 


Meep Walker 




Battle Toad* 


Nigel Mansell 


rilM Table Hisiorv 




Heavers 


Garden Fox Trees, Shrub*. Roses 


Morph 


Ihe Clue 




Bubba 'n' Siix 


Garden Fax Indoor Plants 


Overkill ♦ Luncocy 


Top Banana 




Hubble & Squeak 


Garden Fax Fruit A Vegetables 


< 1,(1 l.i IdlHll 


Top Gear 2 




Cootie : 


Guardians 


Rubncotl 


Whale* Voyuge 




Chuck Rock 1 


Humans 1 & 2 


Shadow lighter 


Zoot 




Chamber* of Shoolin 


John Barnes 


Sensible Soccer 


Zool2 




Dcepcorc 


Link Div.l 


Sinker 






Flyhardcr 


Lotus Trilogy 


Super Methane Hnn 


1 





Shadow Fighter 

MancbeMcr United The Double .... 

Superskidmark* 

Goblins 3 



... £10.00 

... £19.50 

... £1799 

£1299 



Dnigofuionc 

Civilisation A12<K» 

Voyage* ol Discovery 



**---- i p 



£10 011 

£12 99 
£10.00 



THIS IS ONLY A SMALL SAMPLE OF Ol R SOFTWARE 
Games subject to availability. 
A phone call reserves your order ^^_ 

Open 6 Days a week *' imi-5.30 

Price inc P/H (U.K. > H^H 

Europe ♦ £2.<X) per game - Res! of the World £3 
Shop prices may vary. 

Cheques of Postal Orders Payable lo W i/ard Games. 1 North Manne Rd. StarboriHieh. N. Yorts Y012 7EY 

Tel & Fax: 01723 376586/503299 




BLANK DISKS!! 



>|, DSHD.. Wp 

All did top quallt) ."id 

i <>iiir with ,i 1 tin i replsu em en i 

guarantee and I Rl l labels, 

Please add £2.50 for PWP 

Mouse Mats.... £1.20 (um P&P) 
Amiga Mouse.. £9.99 (in< P& 
Joysticks |oypads from £7 

telephone ili) 



PD Sof tware 

from 0.50p 

\\V slot k ihOUJviilHls ol 

PD titles in. luding: 

go*e( arcade, shool-f nHips, r 

riMtt(FFdm v copM 

?ra/Aw (glamour, clifwn foniv etc.) 

Wfflf 

amwoiwr 

d«IOS|9Fi!: 

mps 
tut .i free i afaloum 



make 

Crosby Computer Supplies 

l <l. ( rosb) 

i Iverpool i 2S8AN 
It phone Pax 

0151 286 0759 




THE 
CLUB 



ilTwfiCf 



100% 
AMIGA 



Bi-Monthly Club 

Magazines & newsletters 

''Discounts off 
Commercial Software, 
including: 

£10 off FINAL WRITER 

£5 off FINAL COPY 2 

& IO% off CD-ROM titles 

[Technical HelpDesk 
U FREE Public Domain 
Software, Contact 
with members & more 



JOIN NOW! 

Only £ 1 for one 
year membership 

Make cheque PO payable to INM1RA 

INSPIM Software Ckib, 

44 Sandy Hill Road Woolwich. 

London, si l s 7AZ. 

(Tel. 0181 316 6145 ) 




J 

1 
1 

D 

(0 

I 

111 

D 

Q. 








BOLD 

PD from 70p 



S & S Computer 

Supplies 

Tel 01695 625063 

Or send SAE to 
9, Windsor Road, 
Up Holland, Lanes 
for FREE Index. 



We stock Assassins, 
Fred Fish, LSD, 
ClipArt, Modules, 
BackDrops, Fonts, 
Games, Business 
Software & Utilities 
Plus Hard Drives, 
Fuji Blank Disks, 
Mats & Disk Boxes 
at low prices! 

FREE p&p & 
FREE local 
delivery! 




UCENCEWARE 

Dept AUI 

31 Wellington Road 

Exeter 

Devon EX2 9DU 

Tel: 01392 493580 

BEST QUALITY, 
VALUE & SERVICE 

RELICS (A1200) 91%+ BEST 
GAME 1994 A.F £6.99 

ART SCHOOL 90% KIDS ART 
PACKAGE £4.99 

ERIK 2ND BEST GAME 94, 
A.F. £3.99 

ULT QUIZ 95% AUI, BEST 
QUIZ GAME £4.99 

INTRODUCING WBENCH V2, 

rated 95% CU £6.99 

GRAC V1.1. New version, 
ougs fixed and printed A5 

manual only £6.99 

Now Anyone can create 

their own Monkey island 

style adventure games 

RATED 95% CU -AMIGA A AUI. 

•Thm best Licenceware title EVER' 

LATEST F1 GOLD RELEASES: 

BLACKBOARD V4.0£8.99. Includes 

printed manual, WB2+ 

MAGIC PAINTBOX £6.99 with printed 

manual, WB2+ 

F1 UCENCEWARE CD ROM 

COMING SOON! 

PLEASE ADD SOp P*P TO ANY SIZE ORDER 

MANY MORE EXCLUSIVE TITLES AVAILABLE 

I PHONE NOW FOR A FREE CATALOGUE, I 
| SENT OUT TO YOU SAME DAY. | 






To have your company entry in the AU1 Arena, 
telephone 0171-586-5605 or fax 0171-586-0434 



AMOS 
USERS 

WHITBY 



CLUB 

Disk 

Magazine 

Issue 1 

Send a SAE 

Issues 2-8 

2.50 Each 

or 13. 00 
the set 

WAC 

Special 

Edition 

Send a SAE 

WAC (AUI) 

5 Lockton Road, 

Whitby 

North Yorkshire 

Y021 3NB 

(.hft/tifs ptiyablv t<> P. Gumsley 
all prices include P+P 



CLASSIC 
AMIGA PD 



ANIMATION 
I Star Trek 
ZCowupP.l. 
I Itchy & Scratchy 2 
I Itchy & Scratchy 3 
_ Itch>' & Scratch) 4 
ZNinjiAlMO 
I Wile E Koytft 
I Flmtstones 16' 
I Alien Patrol M2 
DUmmmgsRcvl2I>) 

BUSINESS 
_ Award Maker* 

Msicalc s/shcet 
D Business letters 

1 Little office 
"Text engine 4.1 

C Address Manager 
C Dialling codes V2 
CEdwrdV5M2 

□ Dyssk stick Lab Print 
ZlmwceroVtf 

I a' Writer 

I Pelican Press 3D 
D Easy Calc >5 
D Home Accounts 
C Address print &12 
DEMO Ml sk 

□ Some Justice 94 

□ Switchback 2D Al 2 

□ RealAga 

□ DirtAga 

□ Detp2DHDA12 
j Sweet Dream 6712 
:iCraveyard26712 

□ Roots II AGA 

□ Kinky AGA 

□ Response AGA 

□ Mods 10 

I Med Mods 4 

□ Deutracker II tV12 

EDICATIOXAL 
D Highway Cede 
I Language Tutor 
ZWW2 History Book 

□ Amateur Radio 

□ Star Chart 

□ Astrology 

□ Dinosaurs 6712 

□ How Earth Began 6712 

□ World Geography 6VI2 

□ 10/10 Maths 6/12 

□ Typing Tutor 

□ Chess Tutor 

□ DTP For Kids 

□ Little Traveller 
I Viking Saga 

Z COSE Maths 

□ Physician 

□ Amiga Beginner 
Z Birth Date Hisi 

EMILUORS 
ZWB2 

□ Mac5.1A12HD 

□ StA500 
□ASIFixdiskA12 
DRe-Loktck 1.4 6/12 

□ PCTask3.1A12 

□ ZxamSpectramA12 
ZFrodoC64EM 



GAMES 

□ Tennis 

□ Pipeline 

Z Dyna Warriors II 
] Beans Butthead 
~C>tergames 

□ Punter 6 12 

I Jet Set Willy M2 
DOdyweytVL? 

□ Airtaxio712 

□ Nigel Mansell 6712 

□ Donke>KongrV12 

□ Power Battle 6712 

SPACE BUST 

□ Transplant 6712 

□ Solo Assault 6712 
□Alien Genocide (2DI6712 

□ Roket2 AGA 
□Jouster3 

□ Galaga2.6 

□ Galactic Predator 

\mT.\Tl1IE 
_Summorung6712 

□ Child Murderer i3D» 
M2 

□ War of Worlds 4 &12 

□ Lords of Time AW 

□ Dead of Night 3D AGA 

BOARlKiAMES 
DS Monopoly 6712 
D Checkers 6712 

□ Demon Card 

□ KondikeAGA3D 

□ V Chess 3.1 6712 

HZZLU,\MK> 

□ Jump Em 6712 

□ PurzlePits2b712 
CX-BalU 
□Cheese 

rZ The GaIIows frl2 
rUTFORM GAMES 

C Baza & Runt A12 
Sicky2tV12 

I Fishy Fishy 6712 
; Harry Haddock 6 12 

□ OverianderrV12 

MISC 
DFotofit95 
: Magic WBHD 
C Landscape Garden 

□ Joke Disk 1 
C World Mase 

SUDCSHOV 
I Goreione Horror 
I Pawnbroker '18' 
K«swt!l2DAtt 

□ Big Girls AW 

niUTIKs 
LMWB Nature BD 
1 Error Info 
IPamet 

loOPnntDri\tn 
CD Copy 3.1 
CDMSV2 

□ Virus Checker 65 
CAnti Flicker 

□ FastJPeg 

□ Disksa!vV2 
DWB2HD Install 

□ WB3HD Install 

□ Free copy 1.8 
CSupemew4.42 



Phone for free cat disk 
Disks CI. 00 order 10 get 3 free 
'Post packing 75p. Same day post 

0161 723 1638 

II DEANSCATK. RAIKI-IKKK M/IR 
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HORNESOFT P.D 



KM IV90 




WW 



Dept (AUI), 23 Stanwell Close, Wincobank, 

Sheffield S9 1P2 ^^ 

Tel/Fax: (01 14) 296 7825 Mori to Sat 9.30am Mil 6pm DX] 



NEW LOWER PRICES 

1 to S disks 

€> to 9disks ., 

10+ 

or send your own and pay just 30p a disk 



60p 



PRODUCT OF THE MONTH: 

Fl Licenceware Gold Lable Product) 
G.R.A.C Vl.l (Graphical Adventure Creator) 

ever fancied making your own adventure games. Yes 

well now you can with this easy to use program. Comes 

with a 28 page printed manual, free game to show you 

what you can achieve and you get a free credit for a PD 

disk of your choice and a free catalogue disk, this was 

rated 95% by AUI and 95% by CU Amiga value for 

money. All this for just £6.99 inc postage) 



Our catalogue disk lists over 13,000 + disks and we stock Fl Licenceware + 17 Bit, 

PI) Soft I'tils + lots more for a Tree copy send a SAE to above address or get one 

free with (J.R.A.C Vl.l for value for money nohod) else even conies close. 

Make all payments out to: HORSESOFT PO iSame da\ despatch on all orders) 



KOBRAHSOFT QUALITY PD 

Don 'I Hi i bitten l>> Inning cheap, poor quality PD. Me tell tbr bcM. If »•< haven'! got what «ou want. 

please tell u» and «r *ill Ret il. We ha»r mcr ft "Hi titles juilablr. *-» »e should ha*e something lo 

interrM YOl! We pride ourtehrt on our speed of deliver) - weir? and tend out e»er> order on the same 

da) it is received * no Mailing for DAYS. We accept pavntent hv cheque. 1*0 and Acre** and Vita. To give 

you an idea of what v»e Mock:* 



utilities 

MIIHIM.AY |«l*sv mutic iiM-dulev 
MOST V1.5»-TeM Vif» f i 
IMM'l KH'KM 1 Scum* I os.k 
CIIAKACII K til MKAIOW 
DMS V2 tH - Data cruncher 
MIIISHMUJ-k VI ; D1K Utility 
CI) li.AYMK VI I I'layt your CD't 
A nAt K l P V4 03 • Hack up utility 
ADAM VMi Calculator 
Vlkl SCMK Kl K iKi-.is vnuvev 
CAI l-NDAR Super Calendar Pi.n; 
COWERCAl.C VI 5 - Draw* graph* 
TURN V4 O Latest C ommi (Hotcrain 
H>W| Kl'l A*. I K V-l ii Musi. I til 
RECALL V2 > 1>i.mv program 
SCHilU'LfcK VI 2 - Organiser 



GAMES 

MISSIl IS <>\l H XI-'KIMS 
NIBBY : 

mutant penguin 
mult1 tetris 

MMI Kl NM US 17 

runnermine 6 
morton mr1ki s um k 
spiderman 2 

di \d!(x:k k 
spaci hai 1 s 
ijonkky kono 

1 1 lorn t>i imi imki DhR 

MEOADALL 

Ml V, \KI>S I Sol IKV 

GALAOA 92 

IM-.I-l NDI-R 



We have hundicdv more games and utilmcs and also:- DATABASES. GRAPHICS. ANIMATIONS. 
Ml SIC AND SOUND DEMOS. EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS. FONTS. CLIPART. BUSINESS PROGS 

We alto tiock a wide range of Spectrum and Sam L'tiltue* 
bbbbbbbu Prices Disks 1 1 each, of tend for Itce (" A T disk «H iiuVr to 

KOBRAHSOFT. Pkatant Vie*. Hulme Lane. Hulme. Longton. Stoke-on-Trent ST3 5HH 
or phone 0T7K 230 5244. We alto lake Vcce-n and Vl«a P*P UK Free Othen £1 50 




PROGRAMMERS AND 
GRAPHIC ARTISTS WANTED 

Petra Software are setting up a licenceware 
company to raise money for cot death research and 

support. 

You would receive 50% of the profits and the 

charity would receive the other 50%. 

Tel: 01703 348943 and ask for Joe for further info. 







INTERNATIONAL 



.... ONLiNE 



Tel: 01704 834335 BBS: 01704 834583 



SPECIAL PACK DEALS raiij.*o«FMM&K«o'««\>iwa'w»«'o;ia»ifc 
FULL GUI INTERNET PACKAGE (HD REQUIRED! ■ 9 DISK PACK M.75 

MAGICAL USER INTERFACE PROGRAMS '1 & 02 ■ 12 DISKS PER PACK CI. 25 

ABODE FOOTS #1, #2, «.«&«• 15 DISKS PER PACK HO. 50 EACH 

COLOUR IFF FONTS #1. #2 & #3 -15 DISKS PER PACK C10 50EACH 

MONO IFF FONTS Pi & »2 • 13 DISKS PER PACK MOO EACH 

OG CUP ART p1- 9 DISK PACK . W.75 

IMAGINE TEXTURES/OBJECTS - p1 . « & #3 - 9 DISKS PER PACK . M.75 EACH 
OGFONTSp1,«,#3. #4 4 P5- IS DISKS PER PACK E1050EACH 

CG FONTS ft - 12 DISKS . C8 25 / SAMPLES VARIOUS 270* • 10 DISKS £7 50 



BLANK DISKS 

10-20 Disks 40pEach 

21-100 Disks 35pEach 

100+ Phone 

ALL QUALITY DISKS. 

THE ABOVE PRICES INCL. 
LABELS 4 FREE P4P. 

(MINIMUM ORDER 10 DISKS) 



2 disk catalogue FREE with 1"' order OR send 
(ALL ORDERS SENT OUT BY 1-' CLASS 



1" T Class SAE or 
RETURN POST) 



75p 



(?) « NUMBER OF DISKS REQUIRED 

MOA OtUOt 
VrVAt SLOVAKIA I 
T-JET OJMO PACK #8 INCL Lf O 
3Mi« DEAD OEMO 
MORE AGA A NO* *G* KMQS tH STQC* 



T>€ LAST SOLDIER (?) 

CARNAGE M 5MB» 
SUPER COMBAT 3 |Z. 

CAflcav2ai«<L0W«i 

ONUNE6AMES1.2 3.4S5(5) 

MARATHON (AAA 

PLATUU 

RCKLUON 

THE ART Of BREAJCMG HEADS (AGAi |«) 

STYX HN« t (BOLAOERDASH CLONElfl) 

«WT7«AV2» 

POKERUAinA 

JETSETWILU3 

T-*WC£R<7(_ 

fEARS (JUNE SKTIOIIHAGAk 

AL<* BREED X) PRE (AGA> 

DOOMERHD<AGA) 

KtONDKE WO DELUXE (AAA) |HO> Hi 

CARD SETS FOB ABOVE (AAA) (TO. | 

KLONDIKE VI (AAA) 

DElUXE GALAS* V? 6 PIT VERSION 

B*W CAR CHALLENGE 

'BTH MOLE 601* iJi 

BEAVIStBl/TTUEADOUC 

GRAVITY FORCE < VI CO 

TAMCS N STUH. 00CH6HT ETC 

MEGABAU V? I 1100 LEVELS 

UEGAAAU V3 MA 

SCORCHED TANKS V'e 

STAMASE " 

STARWOCS ift»0*- 

. 

«E STOCK ««- PV 9SUKV 

'OR A CM T f MO IT MERE M •*• 
HAVE IT' PHMff Km A F»JD OUT 



ABA- A1200A4QOO ONLY 

ANIMATION* 

BABnM } HO (3ftB)H3| 

ITCHY 4 SCRATCHY*?. #3. MO) 
HOW TO T-AILY YOUR DAMNC TEST 

CHARLK THE CAT 1 3MI <4j 

SUKRXMAN't #JftrmMB(Ji 

LAST STAND ON HOTMAW (4( 



HD* HARD DRIVE REQUIRED 



RESERVOIR DOGS MO IBWO) <«) 

UIO 5 'MMG THE TRUTH (>l 

BORGAM MANGA SliOE (2 ORMSi (AAA) (3i 

GRAPEVINE MAG »?' 

WOROUAC«SAM 

GUIDE TO THE ■flERNET V? 3 

BACKDOOR V» ft* iGAME CHEATS) 

TRmOONSWSNEV COLOUR* A W CUPART (?) 

STAR TREK DATABASE OR* TNG OSt 

RARE PCTURE51 TITS ETC HO(B| 

GLOBAL FACTS (?) 

•OD GAME SOLUTIONS 

STAR TREK5 BACKDROPS (?) 

ROSWELl U»0 SLtH 

X-BLES GOiOE HI BABYLON S G'JiOE (11 



TTTAIIC 7 (?) 



TERM V4 3 i 



75R 




PERIPHERALS 



r MODEMS MOOEMS 

14 4 A 2S B V FAST •MOOEMS R^T>* ' 
I CLASS & (AX AVAILABLE AT LOW i 
LOW PRICES. COMPLETE WITH 
LEADS B»EECOMMS AND FAX ' 
L SOFTWARE. PHONE NOW »QR i 

DETAILS* OTHER HWA«f 



MOUSE m~ : *t: 

aumdwttcosaa 



(* 

bbmnbrei m*l v; 
attbbrblu pmjm «pk zomi r muT* 

ARCI%BBLA,-> 

o 

CAUSER MULTl COLOUR A?*VO PA I 

COMP PRO EXTRA CLEAR XM'O 

COMP PRO EXTRA MSN CLEAR jOrSTO 
ALFA MTK MEGA MOl« 40AOP) NAM-RES CT2 ! 
SO0 COLOUR WRAP AROUNO 0«W LABELS O 1 
T0OO TRACTOR FEED LAHLS 12 ACROSS) CS 



MUSIC BUGS (CREATE MUSlCl 

STAR TREK THEMES V7 r» 

PROOMV - NO GOOO r OR ME M MB CMR) 

BOOM BOOM BOOM (1MB CMJP) 

SCATMAN JON (1MB CMP) 

BUI HICKS TRIBUTE 

WGMT CRAWLERS 1 1MB CMP) 

AARMNT FOLLOWERS 1 1 MB C*P) 

WIGGLE II MB CHP) 

SETYC4JRFREEMMBO*ri 

OBU OUT - KUMNT TUNES 

PRODCV • ONE LOVE • i MB CHB>i 

MBM MBTS Bl STOCK PHONE EOR DETAIL1 

UTItlTI€S 
PH KARAOKE 

S0XEVCOOE'1A«7<?i 
FRENCH TUTOR A OUC 
VIRTUAL MEMORY MANAGE MET V3 I 
NATlONAl IOTTERY WINNER W 
PH£KOTTERY v» i 

SRONDUa V (AITS PACKAGE 

FlUMMY UTILITIES #1 « ft *3 111 

MAGIC WORKBENCH VI 3* 

MAGiC WORKBENCH EXTRA CONS a, 

DEllTRACKER V? 10 • EXTRAS 

VIRUS WORKSHOP V5 1 

HO GAME INSTALLERS ' 2 3fti ' 

ADDRESSPRRITV4 4 

D-RAJNT BUOOV SYSTEM (ft 

ROBS MOT 51 ASH #34 ft OTHERS RHONE 

MTHDATl h;ST0Ry vj J 

V«0*RAtMR EXTRAS 

tl RES BACKDROPS Hi 

' XC MAG»C WORKBENCH CONS 

BUTZBLANKER V7 M 

BM < RI E V?08UOOT SYSTEM HD g. 

ACSE MATHS EXAM CARERS 

MOVCeXC VZ 0* 1ft OBO TTTLE5 HO ^ 

PC M EMULATOR ft GAA4ES 

RB< EMUA'OR V3 - IS 6AMES Ol_ 

IUB# RAA.ESC SPECTRUM EMLAATOR ^ C 



a. 



I* 1 

R» j 

«l ' 


iMBAjt 4 r " F«kl*\APPERtflA 

'Miue -%v**-?»p*TT>n<2> 


m 
m 

M 
Bt 
M 

M 


P«A» 

Ml ftB* TQIAt E UROPE AO O IV. 

■BIST OP TMA KPORXO BOO S«N TO 

lOTAt OROEH Y4i.UK I1IIIIUII D » 

HWPHINfci f 3 w> -ABP.1 C 9M 



CHEQUES & POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE TO: 

ONLiNE PD, DEPT AUI 11,1 THE CLOISTERS, 
HALSALL LANE, FORMBY, LIVERPOOL, L37 3PX 




To have your company entry in the AUI Arena, 
telephone 0171-586-5605 or fax 0171-586-0434 






4th Level Development.... 29 

ACL Distribution 116 

Active Software 104-1 1 1 

Almathera 37 

Amicom 104-111 

Amiga User Club 104-111 

Amiganuts 2 

Analogic 59 

Artworks 104-111 

Asgard Software 104-1 1 1 

Astro PD 104-111 

B.H. Electronics 104-111 

Black Country Micros 

104-111 

Bruce Smith Books . 104-111 

Bus Stop PD 104-111 

Capri CD 104-111 

Centurian PD 97 

Claremont 115 

Classic PD 104-111 

Crosby Computers .. 104-1 1 1 



Deltrax 104-111 

Delphus Visuals 47 

D.T.B.S 104-111 

Fl Licenceware 104-111 

Flashtech 3 

First Computers 53 

Future Software 104-1 11 

Gasteiner 87 

GC Electronics 69 

GillettMM 67, 104-111 

Grandslam 89 

GTI 31 

G.V.BPD 104-111 

Hagars Electronics... 104-1 1 1 
Harman International 35 

Hi-Q 39 

Hi Soft 13 

HornsoftPD 104-111 

ICPUG 104-111 

Inspira Software 105-111 

Insanity 104-111 



Kew 2 Collection 104-111 

Kobrahsoft 104-111 

KTs 101 

Lola 47 

McLean Interactive 51 

Merlin 91 

Mode 15 63 

Nucleus Direct 69 

Omnidale 104-111 

On-LinePD 104-111 

Owl Associates 59 

OTM 17 

PDCity 104-111 

PD Drome 99 

PDSoft 93 

Penguin PD 104-111 

Pigdon 67 

Pirate PD 99 

Pixel Software 104-111 

Premier Vision 75 

Pyramid Productions 103 



Quantum Leap Software .. 1 1 

Raven Software 104-111 

RBM 63 

Saddletramps PD 97 

SaddnessPD 104-111 

Samsung 77 

ShoahPD 104-111 

Silica 21,22.23 

Software Hut 81 

Spectra Video 24 

S & S Computer Supplies .... 

104-111 

Syquest 15 

Tasmania PD 104-111 

Underground PD 97 

Universal Trade 45 

V12PD 95 

Whitby AMOS Club. 104-111 
Wizard Developments .. 6, 7 

Wizard Games 104-111 

Zone 1 69 




CONTINUED FROM PAGE 85 

Dear Sir/Madam, 
Please could you tell me where 
I can get a price list of 
animated games, such as chess 
and other games for Amiga 

1200. 

Yours sincerely, 

R.A. Hall 
Essex 



Dear R.A., 

The answer is no. I could not I do 
not even know what you mean by 
animated games. I would have 
thought that chess is one of the 
least animated games there is. 
I saw a film the other day where 
the father and son had been play- 
ing a game of chess for THREE 
years. Yes, one game, three 
years. You call that 
animated? 

Anyway I'm not an information 
service. What kind of a magazine 
do think AUI is? Forum? 
Aeromodellers Yearbook? 
Masturbators Manual? This 
publication is pure philosophy, 
with an international geopolitical 
slant. AUI is read in places like 
Leeds University, the base of the 
amazing Wittengenstein-Slob 
tendency of today's thinkers. 
Pnce lists? We at AUI think of 
money as merely a token of the 
coming technological revolution, 
where Amiga users will be 
revered as the real prophets. (Try 
reading AUI aloud.) 

Take the advice of an erstwhile 
games player. RAH. stop trying 
to throw your cash away on such 
slow moving things as 
screenbased chess, they will 
make you sleepy. Why not try 
rocks as pets? They'll keep you 
more entertained. 
RS. There is such a thing as PD. 
Companies that sell it have 
price lists. Not necessarily of 
animated games but you can't 



have everything in this life, can 
you? 

And don't call me Sir or 
Madam, it confuses me. 

Dear AUI 

It seems that the waiting is 
over, and that our beloved 
'Amiga' has been rescued from 
the brink of obscurity by those 
'Knights in shining raincoats', 
the men from Escom. I, like 
many other Amiga users, have 
been following with interest, the 
speculation and rumours 
surrounding our favourite 
machine for many months now, 
predominantly through 
your own publication and the 
occasional P.C mag. So I was 
relieved to read that at last a 
deal has been struck, and 
things in the Amiga world can 
again move on. 

I was particularly impressed 
with your feature on ESCOM in 
AUI August, and after an initial 
browse through that and other 
related material, I felt an 
enormous state of emotional 
well being, safe in the 
Knowledge that the Amiga lives, 
and will continue to develop, 
and we will all live happily ever 
after in Amiga land. 

However, being somewhat of 
a paranoid disposition, I have 
pondered on the ESCOM buy 
out, and have reached a rather 
sad conclusion. 

THE AMIGA AS WE KNOW IT, 
IS DEAD!' 

If you have either the time or 
inclination, then read on, and 
I will explain to you why, in my 
opinion, I think the above 
statement is true 

WHY? 



Why would a PC manufacturer 
buy out Commodore?. 

Why would the second largest 
PC manufacturer in Europe, 
with a 1994 turnover of nearly 
£1,000,000,000 buy 
Commodore?. 

Why would a company with 400 
retail outlets (for their ESCOM 
PC's) in the E.C., plus 200 
newly acquired outlets in the 
U.K., buy Commodore?. 

The answer to these 
questions is I am afraid, 
obvious. TO SELL MORE PCs! 

Let us take a closer look at 
ESCOM, and the PC market in 
general. If you care to glance at 
any PC mag, the most 
striking difference between 
them and magazines such as 
AUI is size. Most PC mags tend 
to carry as much as 400 pages 
of advertisements for PC's, yes 
400 pages of inane ads touting 
various combinations of PC 
hardware and software. I have 
never been bored enough to 
count the amount of company's 
that manufacture IBM clones, 
but the fact that their combined 
advertisements fills 400 pages 
will give you some idea. 

So how can an IBM clone 
manufacturer like ESCOM stand 
out from the crowd?, how can 
they convince us poor 
bewildered consumers to pick 
their 'Clone' as opposed to 
Tom, Dick or even Harry's 
Clone', after all, they all look 
the bloody same to me. 

The answer is a good ' 
marketing strategy', and in this 
department, those men from 
ESCOM have been rather 
shrewd. Mr. Schmitt (or perhaps 
Mr. ESCOM', as he owns 51%) 
tells us that in his homeland of 
Germany, 50% of those 'clones' 
are sold in high street stores, 
hence ESCOM has 600 shops 
throughout Europe, for there 
may be a potential customer 
base of 50% in any Country. It 
seems ESCOM want a big slice 
of that cake, and with 200 new 
shops, a manufacturing 
industry and a £6,000,000 
advertising campaign all going 
on in the UK, I think they want 
not only the cake, but the 
bakery too. 

So where does Commodore' 
or Amiga' fit in to all this PC 



malarkey?. Well it all boils down 
to 'marketing' and 
'Economies'. ESCOM have 
already spent £6,000,000 on 
adverts to shift their 'clones', 
so what is another £8,000,000 to 
shift even more clones', as this 
is the meagre sum they paid for 
our computer, the main reason 
being that they are going to 
call their high end 'Pentium 
clones', Commodore!, and here 
is the strategy 1 , they can shift 
their cheap 'clones' in their 
shops, but as the profit margin 
is very tight at the lower end 
of the market, vast amounts 
have to be sold to make any 
worthwhile profit. The BIG 
profits are in the high end 
'Pentium clones', and as Mr. 
ESCOM has told us, the name 
Commodore possessed 
enormous Prestige in Germany, 
and the German public would 
buy whatever carried that 
brand name, and he sees no 
reason, given the right product 
line (Commodore Pentium 
P.C.s), why they and the rest of 
Europe would not do so again. 

So there you have it, straight 
from the ESCOM's mouth, they 
have bought our computer for 
it's NAME, to help shift IBM 
CLONES', or to be more 
precise. Commodore 
Pentium IBM clones'. 

Ahh, but what about the 
'Amiga', I here you ask. Well it 
seems that the AMIGA, or 
Amiga Technologies GMBH' to 
be more precise, will be run as 
a separate entity from ESCOM, 
with R&D departments in both 
Germany and the USA. 
On face value this seems at first 
glance to be good, as they have 
told us that they will be selling 
A1200S and A4000's, with a 
promise of upgraded machines 
next year, and they will also 
resume production of the 
A4000T as early as spring 1996. 
This all sounds great, but we all 
know that it will take at least 18 
months to develop a new 
'AMIGA' with a new operating 
system, and as spring 1996 is 
only 7 months away, will it be 
wise to resume production of 
the already outdated A4000T?, 
I think not. 

I think we should all ignore 
the hype, i.e. vague promises, 
and take a look at the 
present day realities, for in 
the ever changing 
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world of computers, you have 
to look at today's 
deals, and not speculate on a 
future promise. 

Escom will be selling 
Commodore branded Pentuim 
PCs as early as August this 
year. 

Amiga Technologies have 
already struck a deal in the US, 
to put the heart and soul of our 
computer, into set top boxes for 
the American consumer. I have 
no idea of what embedded 
technology' like this will be like, 
but there is obviously 'profit' to 
be had, and I am sure these 
boxes' will bear no resem- 
blance to our beloved com- 
puter. 

As for the resumed 
production of Amigas before 
Christmas, I will believe it when 
i see it, and if they do 
materialize, I am more inclined 
to believe that it will be a short 
production run, to unload 
unwanted hardware that they 
acquired as part of their meagre 
£8.000.000 investment. As this 
hardware could again be turned 
into a quick profit*. 

in simple terms, it all comes 
down to SUPPLY & DEMAND. 
ESCOM believe there is a 
potential demand of 
18,000,000 consumers in the UK 
alone for PCs, and, of course, 
they are banking on being one 
of the major suppliers to meet 
this demand. But 18,000,000 is 
a mere drop in the ocean 
compared to the potential 
demand in under-developed 
countries for computer 
technology. Of course, this 
demand would be for cheaper 
consumable's, as world 
economic systems contrive to 
keep these countries poorer 
than ours. Cue ESCOM, with 
their latest acquisition, a cheap, 
tried and tested Home/ 
Business computer', that our 
under-developed countries will 
no doubt rush to buy. 
£8,000,000 to me is starting to 
look like a very good 
investment indeed, my mind 
boggles with the potential 
'profit' to be had in this area 
alone. 

In conclusion, and returning 
to my original statement that 
THE AMIGA AS WE KNOW IT, IS 
DEAD. Why would a company 
such as ESCOM, who have 
grown from a single shop a few 



years ago, to a major player in 
the computer industry, who 
have generated nearly 
£1000,000,000 in 1994 by selling 
other people's products 
suddenly do a U-turn, and 
invest time and money into 
developing a new AMIGA, which 
would compete against their 
own 'clones'. I think it would be 
unsound for them to follow this 
avenue. 

If they do decide to develop a 
new system (RISC based), then 
I think this system would be 
implemented in their clones, 
and the most we could hope for 
is Amiga software and hardware 
emulation within one of their 
'Clones', and when you think 
about it, with all us loyal Amiga 
users faced with the fact that 
there will be no new Amiga, and 
if we remove our 
'blinkers' and face up to the fact 
that the PC and Microsoft etc. 
have almost achieved FIRST 
WORLD COMPUTER 
DOMINANCE', 

then to use and enjoy all the 
latest applications, we are 
faced with the inevitable, we 
will have to buy a PC clone, and 
upon being faced with a 
multitude of manufacturers 
,which one would we chose?, 
Toms, Dick's, Harry's! I think 
not. 

We would buy the CLONE 
WITH A HEART', the clone with 
the Amiga buried deep inside it, 
the clone with that name dear 
to us all, Commodore. 

And as for ESCOM, I think for 
them this will turn out to be 
£8,000,000 very well spent, for if 
their 'strategy' works in ail the 
areas I have discussed, then 
they will move into the big 
league'. As for our Mr. ESCOM, 
well if he retains his 51% 
controlling stock, then we in 
Europe will have our very own 
Bill Gates'. 

Well, if you have got this far, 
I thank you for your time, and 
I hope that I am just paranoid, 
and that the Amiga will indeed 
be developed further for us to 
enjoy for many years to come. 

Keep up your good work AUI. 
It is far superior to any other, 
but then I think you already 
know that. 

Yours 

Karl Gower 

Surrey 



Dear Karl, 

Yours is a very long letter and we 
try to encourage Write to 
Repliers to keep it short. But it 
was so well-argued - whether 
or not one might agree - that I 
thought that everyone would be 
willing to read it all the way 
through. I'm not going to comment 
at much length on your analysis of 
the possible motives and future 
policy of ESCOM except to say 
that you are not alone in your 
view. I have heard very much 
the same expressed among a 
number of informed and intelligent 
computer industry observers. 
Indeed, our own highly revered 
and, of course, exceptionally well- 
informed and intelligent 
Editor (Yes, I would like some 
more pages, please and a rise 
in salary, say to six figures..) 
suggested something in the 
same vein recently in his 
marvellous Amiga Dimension 
(Seven figures?). 

What you have added is the 
idea that when • if - we give up on 
the Amiga, we might emigrate to 
the PC world via the Commodore 
brand. Yes. familiarity could 
indeed persuade such a loyal 
community as that of the Amiga if 
it were dragged - kicking 
and screaming, naturally - to the 
PC to continue to support a 
poor devil it knew rather than a 
computer Beelzebub it didn't. 

And there are still a lot of us. 
millions, around the world 
hanging on to our Amigas, not just 
for fear of something 
worse, but because of its magic 
qualities that we are not 
convinced the PC yet possesses. 

But those millions, as you 
rightly point out. could be a 
valuable market for ESCOM. 
But only if they do right by us. If 
they don't convince the 
Amiga community they are 
genuinely behind the Amiga, were 
it to disappear then just the 
opposite might happen and we 
would take ANY damned PC 
rather than one from a company 
that had betrayed the Amiga. 
That's a thought that ESCOM 
might consider too. 



Dear AUI, 

Hi, 

I have recently read you 

magazine and have noted your 

"The Amiga Dimension' article. 

Sure the Net carries news to the 



users faster than printed 
material, but I have to say that I 
don't think you should start to 
feel remorse at this very 
early stage in the Net's 
development. 

Even if estimates of 30 
million people are correct, 
that's still less than half the 
population of the UK spread 
across the world using the net. 
Personally, I only know of one 
other person that is on the net 
and he uses his father's 
account anyway. 

I am sure that you followed 
the accounts of the 
Escom/C.UK/CEI/Dell bidding 
on comp.sys.amiga.misc as I 
did and yes, the news was very 
up to the minute. But, and this 
is a big but, most of the 
postings where speculation. I 
even posted some hasty bits 
about the situation myself. 

The world is not made up of 
journalists. When you go to a 
pub, people speculate about 
one thing after another. The real 
information, information that 
has been stripped of 
speculation, is found in 
newspapers and mags. 

A magazine such as yours 
will no doubt have made every 
possible investigation into the 
buy out, and by the time the 
relevant issue hits the streets, 
will contain a much more 
succinct breakdown of the 
events with proper information 
regarding ESCOM. 

Sure it may be a bit old hat to 
users of the net, but I am 
sure that the vast majority of 
your readership are not users. 

But, I don't think that you 
should ignore the Internet 
factor. It is a valuable source of 
information, but I am sure 
that your jobs are, for the next 
couple of years, safe. At 
least I will be buying your 
magazine for a long while yet. 

Adrian Flaherty 
London 

Dear Adrian. 

Thanks for the encouragement. I 

just hope you are right about 

the relationship between paper 

publications and the emerging 

world of the Internet Certainly, the 

camera didn't destroy 

painting as was predicted and TV 

hasn't stopped people going 

to the cinema or listening to the 

radio. Maybe each medium 
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will have a different role. And 
perhaps I could still be 
working for some time to come 
yet! 

Dear AUI. 

Hello, I'm one of the very few 
who live in the U.S 
that uses an Amiga (if you don't 
count Toaster users), and 
have fell in love with this 
machine's performance. I really 
enjoy your magazine, and I 
know this address is 
tech-related, but I have a few 
questions regarding overseas 
ordering of products. I once 
sent away for an upgrade to 
England, and the only way I was 
able to send was 
with English currency (I know, 
but it was the only way I could 
think of), and never received 
any thing. Is there a better way 
to purchase via mail? Also, 
what currency should I use? 
I've heard that I must buy a 
certain amount in foreign 
exchange, which makes it 
kinda impractical if I'm buying a 
few PD's. Any good news about 
the Amiga that you've heard 
since the buyout in April? We 
here in America are waiting in 
anticipation. Thanks for your 
time. 

Rudy C. Granados 

Salinas, 

California 

Dear Rudy, 

We are glad to hear from the once 
great and now sadly reduced 
US Amiga community. It may be 
that ESCOM will do something 
about the sales of the Amiga in 
the USA but at the moment it 
doesn 't seem very likely - no 
doubt they have enough problems 
selling the machines in Europe. 
That means you may have to buy 
products m the UK or elsewhere in 
Europe. 

The way I would recommend 
you to pay for them would be by 



credit card. Two reasons: first, 
there is no problem about 
buying currency Second, you 
have some protection against a 
trader not delivering the goods. I 
know it will surprise you 
but very, very occasionally there is 
a trader in Europe who 
won't do exactly what he claims 
he will so you might just be 
able to claim you money back if it 
all goes wrong. 

But while I give you this advice 
with the best will in the 
world, I'm not, as my bank 
manager - no, not the one who 
retired with a nervous breakdown - 
will tell you, a financial wizard. 

Still, keep on keeping on with 
your Amiga, it might yet rise 
phoenix-like from the ashes in the 
USA. 



Dear AUI, 

How could you have possibly 
guessed that Steve Jones of 
HiQ' is my Dad?! 
One of the best kept secrets, all 
out in one issue of an Amiga 
magazine!! 

Having been forbidden to 
even read such a mag with its 
divers risque innuendoes, 
which my Dad has had trouble 
in explaining to me in mixed 
company, let alone write to 
them — Since he is THE 
POWER in the house, I am in 
dire trouble, having 
transgressed by ignoring the all 
powerful parental ad 1 vice'. 

From now on I will have to 
resort to reading AUI at the rear 
of the Smith's bookshop, where 
my friends read Amiga Format!! 
Re your ultimate sentence, if 
you don't know where you are 
going wrong, how can you 
expect ME to tell you now?! 
Best of luck anyway! 
Sincerely yours 

Frank G Doswell 
Crawley 



Dear Frank, 

Anyone with a name like Doswell 
must obviously be the son of a 
Jones. That was the first clue. 
Secondly, the use of the word 
"power"' as in "National Power is 
being sold off to the private 
sector" is transparently a 
reference to the HiQ Powerstation. 
We understand that your Daddy 
Jones is about to spend millions 
impressing Amiga users with a 
subtle but somewhat risky 
advertising campaign using the 
clever theme of Nuclear Power. 

It's risky because market 
research has shown that for some 
reason most people don't like and 
don't want nuclear power. 

That, of course, is 
incomprehensible to the rest of us 
Daily Telegraph readers • this 
month, as you can see from the 
letter from XXXX above, it's Daily 
Telegraph month. Like Microsoft, 
HiQ has bought a newspaper for 
publicity but while Microsoft 
purchased one day's edition of 
The Times, HiQ has bought The 
Daily Telegraph for a whole 
month. 

But then your dad's cash, made 
from the privatising of 
Powergen and other electrical 
companies makes Bill Gates' bank 
account look like a kid's piggy 
bank. Nobody in the Amiga 
community minds Big Stevie 
Power, as he is known - except 
when he makes his hit pop 
albums under the name of Little 
Stevie Wonder - dominating the 
world in this way, he's a popular 

guy- 
Though I should tell you that I 

do find it objectionable that 

even on the weather forecast we 

get publicity for his products 

because I believe, though I don't 

have any proof, that he has 

been making Powergen pay to get 

the weather forecast wrong - 

hence that slogan that they say 

every night " Frank Doswell's 

Dad doesn't give a toss what the 

weather's like. He'll go on 

producing Powerstations anyway." 

I suppose he does it not only 

for publicity but so that he can 

chortle away in his palatial 

mansion in Bedfordshire. His 

peculiar sense of humour, as I'm 

sure you must know, is renowned. 

I personally find very little in this 

troubled computer-mad 

world funny I think we should all 

take life very seriously, 

especially people like me and your 

dad who wield immense 

and influencial power. 



By the way, please don't inform 
the rest of the Daily Telegraph 
readership about what goes on at 
the rear of the of Smith's 
bookshops, they might force their 
wheelchairs and 

Zimmer frames in there and want 
to join in, a last desperate 
attempt to recapture their 
debauched youth before the Boer 
War. Then, as AUI readers will 
doubtless know, "Formatting" 
was all the rage for those who 
could afford it. 

However, I recently attended a 
course called "Residential Care 
for MS-Dos Users and how to deal 
with their Unusual Sexual 
Problems" organised by the noted 
geriatric sexologist 
Professor Kate Williams - a name 
sometimes used by a 
journalist probably not known to 
respectable AUI readers, 
called Martin Witton. There I 
learned that "Formatting" has 
long been regarded as not only 
depraved but worthy of a health 
warning particularly for those over 
the age of 43. Fortunately 
it seems to have gone out of 
fashion anyway. So please don't 
remind wrinklies of that age what 
they used to get up to. If 
you want to go on reading AUI, 
don't do it like that. I will 
arrange to have you sent a copy 
each month completely free. 
Just contact our Subscriptions 
department and get your Mum to 
send a cheque for a couple of 
thousand pounds to cover my 
expenses. Your Dad will never 
miss a small amount like that 



Send your letters to: 

Write to Reply 

Amiga User International 

Unit 2, Utopia Village 

7 Chalcot Road, 

London NW1 8LX 



If you wish to send Email 

letter to Write to Reply or 

Amiga Answers, 

AUI can be contacted on CIX as 



amigauser@cix.compulink.co.uk 
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